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Ever had cataract surgery? Thank Patricia Era Bath

CHICAGO DEPARTMENT
OF MEDICINE

Patrica Era Bath, M.D.,
(Nov. 4, 1942 to May 30,
2019) is best known for her
invention called Laser-
phaco Probe, a device and
technique for cataract sur-
gery. She also was the first
female member of the
Jules Stein Eye Institute.

Bath was the first black
female doctor to receive a
patent for a medical pur-
pose. A holder of five pat-
ents, she also founded the
nonprofit American Insti-
tute for the Prevention of
Blindness in Washington,

ical degree from Howard
University College of Medi-
cine in Washington, D.C.,
interned at Harlem Hospital
from 1968-69, and com-
pleted a fellowship in oph-
thalmology at Columbia
University from 1969-70.
Bath was the first African
American to complete an
ophthalmology residency
with New York University’s
School of Medicine in 1973.
Two years later, the UCLA
School of Medicine ap-
pointed her the first female
faculty member in its de-
partment of ophthalmol-
ogy. Believing that
“eyesight is a basic human

right,” Bath co-founded the
American Institute for the
Prevention of Blindness in
1977, an organization
whose mission is to pro-
tect, preserve and restore
the gift of sight.

Interning in New York
City in the 1960s sparked a
revelation for Bath, notic-
ing that rates of blindness
and visual impairment
were much higher at the
Harlem Hospital’'s eye
clinic, which served many
Black patients, than at the
eye clinic at Columbia Uni-
versity, which mostly
served whites. That obser-
vation spurred her to con-

duct a study that found
twice the rate of blindness
among African Americans
compared with whites.
Throughout the rest of her
career, Bath explored in-
equities in vision care. She
created the discipline of
community ophthalmol-
ogy, which approaches vi-
sion care from the
perspectives of community
medicine and  public
health.

In the early 1980s, Bath
studied laser technology
and saw its potential for
eye surgery. In 1986, she
invented the Laserphaco

D.C. She received her med-

Please see EVER/2A  Patrica Era Bath, M.D. in her office.
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The late St. Augustine’s President Prezell Robinson celebrates with daughter JesSanne Johnson.

Faith, family and fellowship
surrounds Prezell Robison

SAU President Emeritus Prezell Robinson celebrates 105 years

By Alex Bass
Special To The Tribune

(The Tribune is republishing
this August 2025 article in honor
of Prezell Robinson, who passed
on Monday. Funeral service is
July 11, 11 a.m., at St. Ambrose
Episcopal Church.)

RALEIGH - For Prezell Russell
Robinson, every opportunity for
faith-filled, familial fellowship is

a good time.

Food catalyzes conversations
for the St. Augustine’s Univer-
sity president emeritus, who
celebrated his 105th birthday on
Aug. 25. Daughter JesSanne
Robinson Johnson and her
family brought the patriarch’s
culinary favorites - shrimp, trout
and German chocolate cake - for
dinner at the same home where
Robinson and his late wife, Lulu,
and JesSanne moved in the

1970s after SAU eliminated its
presidential residence to make
space for a library.

“His lineage is going to be
there forever, hopefully,”
Johnson said. “We will be able to
appreciate all of the wonderful
things he left on campus.” The
library was dedicated in 1984 in
honor of alumnus Robinson -
the college’s president from

Please see FAITH/2A

Independence Day has lost its
relevance for many Black Americans

By Kylie Marsh
Kylie.marsh@frianglefribune.com

In 1852, Frederick Douglass
questioned the significance of
so-called “Independence Day”
for Black people, a sentiment
that rings true for Black Ameri-
cans today, perhaps more so in
recent years.

Qualin Golden has lived in

many cities around the country.
He moved to Durham last fall.
He just turned 32 and comes
from a military family: his
grandfather, both of his parents
and his sister have all served.
Golden is different, though.
“You’re not really a person,
you’re more of like a number.
Most people just say you're just

a number or a cog in the ma-
chine type of deal,” he told The
Tribune. When he was a kid, the
Fourth of July simply meant a
day to have a barbecue with
family, maybe watch fireworks.

“I wasn’t really told anything,
I just knew it was a day when

Please see INDEPENDENCE/2A

KYLIE MARSH

A packed house got the three-day Summit on Sav-
ing Lives off to a bang.

Durham hosts
inaugural summit to
reduce youth

gun violence

By Kylie Marsh

Kylie.marsh@tfriangletribune.com

DURHAM - The city of Durham and Durham County
joined to host the first “Summit on Saving Lives” June
24.

The three-day event gathered over 30 community
leaders to establish a set of strategies to reduce gun vi-
olence and save lives in the Bull City. The plan must be
put into action within 60 days.

Although Wednesday’s sessions were open to the
public, the workshop took place in the middle of the
work week, beginning at 9 a.m. The final two days were
for working group members only.

June 25’s agenda included sessions on place- and
problem-based policing, environmental crime preven-
tion, policing and prosecuting gun violence, managing
anti-violence initiatives, funding anti-violence initia-
tives, procedural fairness and a review of previous ef-
forts. The summit was facilitated by Thomas Abt,
founder and director of the Center for the Study and
Practice of Violence Reduction at the University of Mary-
land. The center is funded by donations and corporate
partner contributions but provides its services free of
charge.

According to research by Lisa Barao and Reygan Cun-
ningham from the Crime and Justice Policy Lab at the
University of Pennsylvania, the analysis of homicides
and nonfatal shootings in Durham showed 197 homi-
cides and 102 nonfatal shootings. Barao said this is
about double the national average at 12.7 per 100,000
people.

In 2025, 90% of Durham’s homicides involved guns.
While youth gun violence is a major concern of res-
idents, juvenile crime data is confidential.

A crude analysis of the cities in which the Violence Re-
duction Center has hosted its summits - St. Louis, Mis-
souri; Boston; Memphis and Knoxville, Tennessee -
show significant reductions in either homicide rates or
nonfatal shootings.

“This is a crude indication that the VRC is helping

Please see SUMMIT/2A
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Ever had cataract surgery?
Thank Patricia Bath

Continued from page 1A
probe, a device and
method for cataract treat-
ments. When she patented
the instrument in 1988,
she became the first Afri-
can American female doc-
tor to receive a patent for a
medical invention.

By 1983 she was chair of
the ophthalmology res-
idency training program at
Drew-UCLA, the first
woman in the United States
to hold such a position. In

1993, Bath retired from
UCLA Medical Center and
was appointed to the hon-
orary medical staff. After
that, she advocated for
telemedicine to provide
medical services to remote
areas.

Bath was also recognized
for her philanthropic work
in the field of ophthalmol-
ogy by President Barack
Obama. In 2009, she was
put on his commission for
digital accessibility to blind

children.

Her greatest passion, ho-
wever, continued to be
fighting blindness until her
death. Her “personal best
moment” occurred on a
humanitarian mission to
North Africa, when she re-
stored the sight of a
woman who had been
blind for 30 years by im-
planting a keratoprosthe-
sis. "The ability to restore
sight is the ultimate re-
ward,” she said.

Faith, family, fellowship
and good food

Continued from page 1A

1967-95. Robinson, a
World War II (Army) vet-
eran, and a sociologist and
educator per his Ivy League
Ph.D. degree from Cornell
University, extends his life-
long learning now through
more listening from the
comfort of his living room
chair with headphones
connecting him with news
and music resources. His
teaching is  timeless,
through the treasure trove
of handwritten notes - to
himself and the institu-
tion’s sons and daughters.
“I know how I felt receiv-
ing a handwritten note as a
student from the college
president,” said Everett
Ward, who has Robinson’s
message from when he
was elected freshman class
president in 1977. Ward
became the first African
American executive direc-
tor of the North Carolina
Democratic Party before
returning to SAU as its
president from 2014-19.
He extended traditions of
note writing, eating in the
cafeteria with students,
and including students in
scholarly discussions.
“That was a Prezell Rob-
inson model of leader-
ship,” Ward said. “Your
personal success is never

enough. If your com-
munity is not successful,
then you as a leader have
failed.”

Robinson’s autobiogra-
phy, “A Man’s Reach
Should Exceed His Grasp,”
reinforces this precept
through the exaltation of
his wife. “I am so proud of
Lulu, and her accomplish-
ments, the love and care
she gave to our family, and
the support and encour-
agement she gave to me in
the pursuit of my dreams.
All that T have accom-
plished, we did together.
To this, I will be forever
grateful,” Robinson wrote.

St. Aug’s alumnus and
legendary track coach
George Williams echoed
Ward in affirming Lulu
Robinson’s prowess as an
educator at the college. “I
followed the same play-
book,” Williams said of
Robinson, who partici-
pated in track & field as an
undergraduate. “I was just
in a different arena. God
didn't make winners and
losers. He made choosers.
I watched the choices that
he made."

Robinson’s far-reaching
humanitarian endeavors
took him all over the
world, including to the
United Nations. In a fac-
ulty/staff meeting, Robin-

son told the story of how
he introduced himself at
the UN, and acknowledged
- in his authentic, home-
grown South Carolina
drawl - his St. Augustine’s
affiliation and that many of
them might not be familiar
with the institution.

Williams recounted what
Robinson said he was
asked to do. ““When you
get back, tell coach Wil-
liams we said 'Hi,”” said
Williams, who almost
fainted at that moment.

"He represented us with
the utmost dignity and
pride,” Williams continued.
“He is the kind of guy, in-
tentionally a gentleman,
who was focused on get-
ting the job done. He was
always himself. He is still
part of my family.”

For Johnson, a 1988 St.
Aug’s graduate, the Aug.
25 family meal was time-
less. Her interwoven
“home and school” family
grew whenever Robinson
brought his wife and
daughter to dine with stu-
dents in the campus’ cafe-
teria after a Sunday service
in St. Augustine’s Chapel.

“The whole family loved
that, because he was a
people person,” Johnson
said. “(He said) Do not for-
get the people who helped
you get here.”

Durham hosts maugural
summit to reduce violence

Continued from page 1A

these cities,” Abt said. “Of course, at
the end of the day, it’s the folks in Bos-
ton, Knoxville and St. Louis that are
driving the work - just like you will the
work, but our hope is that maybe the
VRC makes you a little bit better at
what you do.”

Abt clarified that the summit is not
intended to be an overall public safety
plan. It does not cover topics like inti-
mate partner violence, bullying or traf-
fic safety.

“It’s focused on the form of violence
that is costing the most lives in the city
this year,” he said. “We’re also not
going to be addressing, at least di-
rectly, the broader picture: the root
causes, the structural factors. Those
two are incredibly important, but those
are long-term issues which the city is
moving to address in other ways, in
other areas, every day.”

When asked for a rationale of why
these root causes were not addressed,
Abt said you have to pick and choose
your battles. “If you promise to do ev-
erything, you're most likely gonna end
up doing nothing,” he said. “We have
to be realistic about where we can
start.”

Abt acknowledged the impact of ra-
cial segregation leading to social dys-
function and violence, “but that
pathway is also working in reverse,” he
said. “High rates of violence are trau-
matizing communities, intensifying ra-
cial segregation, intensifying
concentrated poverty, and ultimately,
reinforcing social stigma and separa-
tion.”

The city hosted over 15 public listen-
ing sessions between January and May
in the months leading up to the sum-
mit. Roshanna Humphrey, director of
Durham County’s Justice Services De-
partment, presented the common
threads from the sessions: the need for
trust and fairness in the city’s justice
structures, credible messengers in the
window before violence occurs, safer
conditions like lighting and sanitation,
healing and mental healthcare after
harm, and the need for income.

“People need to feel like they can
trust the individuals that they are
working with. That is critical to this,”
Humphrey said about procedural fair-

ness in regard to the criminal justice
system. “They want to feel that own-
ership. They want to feel a part of it.”

Tanya Kelley is a resident of Cornwal-
lis Apartments, one of Durham’s public
housing complexes. Trauma teams
need to be sent more than once, and
their efforts need to be more wide-
spread, she said. Delays in police re-
sponse only add to the community
trauma, and it starts young.

“Most times, it takes them so long to
pick up a dead body. The children
done watched it for so long outside.
There’s gotta be some kind of de-
cency,” she said. “It doesn’t affect just
that person that got shot or their
household, it affects the whole com-
munity...one shooting can lead to
10retaliation shootings.”

Kelley also said the city doesn’t clean
up the blood after a shooting, so the
residents are left to do it.

While the summit focuses on the
most highly-impacted individuals, one
figure from Barao and Cunningham’s
analysis stands out from the rest: on
average, individuals who were known
perpetrators of homicide in the city
had an average of 12 prior arrests for
personal disputes like property or
“women,” as Barao said. This begs the
question whether enforcement actually
deters these individuals.

“They were known to the criminal
justice system before they committed
a homicide,” Barao said.

Despite 21% of gun-related incidents
being motivated by known gang con-
flict, at least 52% of victims and sus-
pects were known to be affiliated with
gangs.

The hot spots for these shootings
were McDougald Terrace, Cornwallis
Apartments and East Durham.

“Adult African American males are
most disproportionately impacted in
Durham. At the same time, this is why
I go back to using this as a foundation
for problem analysis. It is not every
Black male in Durham,” Cunningham
said. “We’re talking about folks who
are known to the criminal justice sys-
tem, convicted of felonies, at least 15
prior contacts; we want to narrow it
down.”

A recording of the public summit is
available on the city’s YouTube page.
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Juneteenth has replaced July 4th for many African Americans in significance.

Independence Day has lost
meaning for Black people

Continued from page 1A

friends and family could
spend the day together,”
he said.

But as he got older, there
had been a sort of “shift.”
Conversations on social
media that were critical of
the holiday influenced
him. “What it made me
think was like, ‘should I ac-
tually celebrate the holi-
day?’” he said.

Olivia Brew is a rising
high school senior in Apex
and plans to go to the
beach for the holiday
weekend. She was spend-
ing her Monday evening at
Southpoint Mall with a
friend. She said the holiday
seemed more exciting and
patriotic as a child.

“With how the govern-
ment and everything has
kind of shifted away from
beliefs that align with
mine, it’s been less about
the patriotism of it all and
more like the community
behind it,” she told The
Tribune. “This is the place
where we all live, and we’re
all Americans in that way,
so I'm not gonna not cele-
brate it, but I'm not gonna
celebrate the political as-
pect of the state right
now.”

Brew said she values in-
dividuality and allowing
self-expression, but
doesn’t see the govern-
ment allowing that type of
freedom. “I feel like in a lot
of ways, the government

has catered the way the
world works to a vast ma-
jority instead of those in-
dividual minorities and the
people that need it to be
catered to them more,” she
said. “There’s still a lot of
racism in our everyday
lives, and it comes from a
systemic standpoint where
it’s built into how we live
our lives. It’s simple things
like, if a group of Black kids
were to go out and be in a
store like this, they’re more
likely to get kicked out for
the same thing that
another group wouldn’t
get kicked out for.”
Melodie Walker-Edmund,
54, and her husband Craig
Edmund, 51, were in
downtown Durham chap-
eroning their daughter and
her friends Monday even-
ing. Melodie is originally
from Maryland, and Craig
moved to the states from
Antigua when he was 22.
Coming from the D.C.-
Maryland-Virginia  area,
Walker-Edmund told The
Tribune that, as a child,
there was pride, patriotism
and excitement for fire-
works, but as she got older
and learned more of the
history and more about
Juneteenth, her attitude
has shifted as well.
“Fast-forward now, and
it’'s very different,” she
said. “Just from where we
are as far as the United
States goes and what’s
been done and what we’re

doing to other cultures, the
pride isn’t there like it used
to be before. I think it’s
more of the Fourth of July
being for fireworks if the
kids wanna watch it.”

Husband Craig agreed.
“July Fourth doesn’t really
ring as anything special for
me, and I appreciate the
significance of Juneteenth
more, because learning
that as independence
came, it still took a few
years before that hap-
pened for everyone at that
time.”

Jacian Jones is 24 and
sees no reason to celebrate
the holiday.

“Over time, I realized
more and more what the
holiday really was, and the
fact that my people weren’t
even free at the time. It’s
like, what does that even
have to do with me when
my people were in bond-
age?”

Jones said it’s OK to use
the time off from work to
gather with family and
friends for a cookout. It is
a weekend during the
summer, after all.

“For the people who are
still celebrating it, and you
see everything that’s going
on in America to this day,
it’s like come on now. I
need you to wake up,” he
said. “You would think ev-
erybody would have a con-
science and have the
intellectual ability to see
what’s going on.”

North Carolinians drop
Obamacare in record
numbers as cost soars

By Andrew Jones
KFF HEALTH NEWS

Year after year, Ross and
Rebecca Tobiassen saw
their healthcare costs rise,
having relied on the Af-
fordable Care Act for fed-
erally subsidized health
insurance since its start in
2014. Year after year, the
couple in western North
Carolina kept their cover-
age, believing the peace of
mind was worth the cost.

But in December, that
changed. The Tobiassens
decided to cancel their in-
surance when Rebecca saw
the cost of their monthly
premiums would jump
from $130 to more than
$550. “It makes no sense,”
she said. “It’s not worth it
anymore.”

The couple own and are
the only employees of a
small auto shop just west
of Appalachian State Uni-
versity. Rebecca worries
about her husband, whose
work as a mechanic can be
dangerous. A spring once
shot a metal ball joint into
their garage wall like a gun.
A heavy object crushed
Ross’ thumb. In 2020, Ross
became mostly blind in
one eye after repeatedly
getting metal shards in it
and developing an infec-
tion in his cornea.

The Tobiassens are
among the Americans who
canceled their ACA cover-
age after Congress allowed
enhanced tax credits that
helped pay for insurance
plans to expire at the end

of 2025. The Tobiassens
benefited from those tax
credits — like millions of
other enrollees expected to
drop or be dropped from
their coverage as the year
progresses, unable to keep
up with the higher costs.

Established by the Biden
administration’s American
Rescue Plan Act during the
COVID pandemic, the ex-
panded subsidies reduced
monthly premiums for
many families and
prompted a tidal wave of
new sign-ups, doubling
ACA enrollment to about
24 million.

The Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services is ex-
pected to soon release
complete data on how
many people are no longer
covered under the ACA,
but an early analysis from
KFF, citing Wakely Consult-
ing  Group  research,
showed enrollment could
drop from over 22 million
at the end of 2025 to as low
as 16.5 million in 2026.

In North Carolina, in-
dividual ACA sign-ups for
2026 were down 22% com-
pared with the year before,
a greater drop than any
other state, amounting to a
decrease of more than
213,000 people, according
to enrollment data. While
the Tobiassens’ two teen-
age daughters remain on
Medicaid, Rebecca said the
new prices showed that the
federal government
doesn’t care about families
like hers. “We’ve known
that you don’t care about

us,” she said, “but you're
making it plain and simple
now.”

The couple’s insurance
hadn’t helped them cover
all their medical needs.
When the pain from Ross’
eye infection worsened five
years ago, Rebecca insisted
he go to a specialist, who
told them that fixing the
eye through cornea re-
placement surgery would
cost them up to $30,000
and require Ross to take six
months off. Ross chose a
less expensive treatment to
kill nerves in the eye in-
stead.

The couple know they’re
taking a risk by not being
insured. If something were
to happen, they could face
an enormous medical bill.
Ross, 47, said the blindness
in the one eye doesn’t sig-
nificantly affect his job. He
works long hours, some-
times into the night to keep
up with demand. “I try not
to think about it too much,”
he said. “T just work.”

Katie Alexander oversees
volunteers for Pisgah Legal
Services, a western North
Carolina nonprofit that
helps low-income people
secure health insurance.
Alexander has helped
North Carolina and Ten-
nessee residents try to get
ACA marketplace plans
since Obamacare’s launch.
She said she’s never seen
anything like this year.

Nearly 100 Pisgah clients,
out of about 700 that Al-

Please see NORTH/3A
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More than 200,000 people in North Carolina declined to enroll in the Affordable Care Act

marketplace this year.

North Carolinians drop
Obamacare as costs soars

Continued from page 2A
exander’s team worked

with during open enroll-
ment, decided to drop in-
surance this year, and
many others chose
cheaper ACA plans with
less coverage, Alexander
said.

Alexander said the
people who have dropped

their coverage include Lyft
and Uber drivers.

They’re trying to start
their own businesses. They
are artists and people who
can work only part-time,
because they’re chronically
ill. Some are unable to get
insurance through their
employers, or they make
too much to be on Medi-

caid.

“Even for folks who don’t
have chronic illnesses,” Al-
exander said, “there’s just
this nagging at the back of
your mind, kind of con-
stantly, of: ‘Don’t get hurt.
Don’t get sick. Because you
can’t afford that.””

Wake Tech partners with

WCPSS to launch
apprenticeship academy

By Molly Steur
EDUCATIONNC
Wake Technical Com-
munity College and Wake
County Public Schools
have partnered to launch a
youth apprenticeship pro-

gram: the WakeWorks
Youth Apprenticeship
Academy.

According to a Wake
Tech press release, the
program is supported by a
$4 million award from
Bloomberg Philanthropies.
Free for all participants,
the academy will connect
students with careers in in-
frastructure-related fields
across nine U.S. cities, in-
cluding Raleigh.

The program is a part of
Bloomberg Philanthropies’
$90 million initiative to ex-
pand pathways for high
school students to enter
Registered Apprentice-
ships and pursue high-
wage, family-sustaining
careers in skilled trades.

“We are deeply grateful
to Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies for this historic invest-
ment, which will help us
expand life-changing op-
portunities for students
while strengthening the
workforce pipeline for our
community,” Wake Tech
President Scott Ralls said in
the release. “Through this
partnership with Wake
County Public Schools, we
are creating a powerful
new model that allows stu-

dents to begin building
meaningful careers while
still in high school.”
Through the academy,
high school juniors and
seniors will be able to gain
hands-on experience in
skilled trade work along
with college credit.
Juniors will start in the
academy as pre-appren-
tices, where they will take
tuition-free Wake Tech
courses, earn a stipend and
explore career opportuni-
ties. Then, as seniors, they
will progress to a Reg-
istered Youth Apprentice-

ship, where they will
continue with their Wake
Tech coursework and

begin earning their own
wages with a local em-
ployer. Finally, students
may choose to continue
their registered apprentice-
ship, complete their degree
at Wake Tech or enter the
workforce.

“By bringing schools,
unions, and employers to-
gether as partners, we can
offer students free training
and credentials that lead
directly to rewarding ca-
reers,” said Michael Bloom-
berg, founder of
Bloomberg LP and Bloom-
berg Philanthropies, and
three-term mayor of New
York City. “Jobs in the
skilled trades helped build
America’s middle class,
and now they can help a
new generation enter and
strengthen it.”

The program is designed
to help students enter

high-wage, high-demand
jobs such as automotive
technicians, construction
workers, electricians,
HVAC technicians,

plumbers and welders.

Demand for skilled
trades like these have been
on the rise, and the
academy program is de-
signed to meet that need.

“Millions of good-paying
jobs are going unfilled, and
too many students never
get a chance to learn the
skills necessary to get
them. This new initiative
will help change that,”
Bloomberg said.

According to the press re-
lease, the money will go to
fund all aspects of the pro-
gram: student stipends,
books, tools, wraparound
support and even em-
ployer wage stipends.

“Our partnership with
Wake Tech enables young
scholars to grow into
adults ready to thrive and
strengthen the com-
munity,” WCPSS Superin-
tendent Robert Taylor said.
“The Youth Apprenticeship
Academy will create a path-
way to success for students
from all backgrounds.”

The first cohort will start
in January with 60 stu-
dents, the release says, and
the program will serve a
projected 250 students
over the next three years.
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By Sage Abrams
CORRESPONDENT

As counselor shortages
continue across North Car-
olina schools, some
teachers say students are
increasingly struggling to
access consistent emo-
tional and academic sup-
port.

The ability for middle-
and high school-aged
youth to access mental
health support is impor-
tant for healthy devel-
opment, with a lack of
support resulting in a pos-
sibility of higher rates of
anxiety, depression, poor
sleep and lower life satis-
faction.

A major cause of this
problem is North Carolina
schools are both under-
staffed and underfunded.
According to The Educa-
tion Law Center, the state
received an “F” for funding
level, spending about
$5,600 less per student
than the national average.
This lack of funding can
have far reaching effects
on schools.

The North Carolina Asso-
ciation of Educators says
North Carolina has priori-

tized the interests of cor-
porations and billionaires
over working-class res-
idents.

“North Carolina’s failing
grades reflect years of de-
liberate neglect,” NCAE
President Tamika Walker
Kelly said. "Lawmakers
have refused to fully fund
our public schools, denied
educators meaningful
raises, and the Supreme
Court has allowed Leandro
to languish. Our children
cannot afford this con-
tinued failure of leader-
ship.”

An educator at Centen-
nial Campus Middle School
said the lack of adequate
personnel is resulting in
teachers and other staff
having to fill those gaps.

“Teachers often become
the first line of emotional
and academic assistance
even though we already
carry full instructional re-
sponsibilities. Limited
staffing means schools
often have to prioritize cri-
sis situations, leaving less
time for preventative sup-
port and relationship-
building.”

The North Carolina De-
partment of Health and

COURTESY

Black students are viewed as having behavioral issues rather than mental health issues.

School counselor shortages
harming students and teachers

Human Services released a
report that 32% of Durham
County students reported
persistent feelings of sad-
ness or hopelessness in
2024, the latest year for
statistics.

Psychologist Dr. Wade
Green said a student's
mental state can directly
affect academic perform-
ance.

“With depression, some-
one cannot even show up
to class for anxiety. It goes
back to being over-
whelmed and thinking too
much, which impacts test
scores and lowers your
grade,” he said. These chal-
lenges can make it more
difficult for students to at-
tend class regularly, stay
engaged and perform well
academically.

The Education Opportu-
nity Project reported in
2024 that learning rates
vary by race, with Black
and Hispanic students
showing lower learning
rates than white and Asian
students. Green said Black
students are more likely to
be viewed as a problem
and assumed to have be-
havioral issues rather than
mental health concerns.

HomeTrust

First-Time. |
Home Buyer
Program

htb.com/homeownership-now

All loans are subject to credit approval. Borrower must not have owned any
dwelling in the past 3 years. Certain loan and property restrictions apply. Talk to
a HomeTrust Bank Loan Officer for more program information and requirements.

Member FDIC | & Equal Housing Lender

Reggie Miles

Community Development
Mortgage Loan Officer

NMLS #214972
704.971.7058

Bank

Up to 100% loan-to-value maximum

HomeOwnership Now Mortgage —
available only at HomeTrust Bank

260416-1451811690
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AUCTIONS

HOME IMPROVEMENT AUCTION
Saturday, July 11th @10am

201 S. Central Ave. Locust, NC

Cabinet Sets, Doors, Tile, Hardwood, Bath Vanities,
Windows, Lighting, Trim, Appliances, Composite Decking,
Furniture, New Name Brand Tools.

www. ClassicAuctions.com
704-507-1449 NCAF5479

EMPLOYMENT

Java Full Stack Developer (Durham, NC) req to dsgn &
dvilp backend microservices using Java Spring Boot, incl
creating APls, impimntg service-layer logic, defining data
mdels, & dvipng d/b schemas using MySQL Workbench.
Dvilp & integrate user interface components using
AngulardS & JavaScript to spprt end-to-end application
functionality. Maintain & enhance existing apps by
modifying source code, d/b structures, & service logic to
address evolving biz & tech regs. Prfrm unit, integration, &
API tstng using JUnit, Mockito, REST Assured, Postman, &
debug issues, identify root causes, & optimize application
perfrmnc, incl spprt for Jenkins-based tstng activities. Prep
& maintain tech documentation, update Confluence &
OneNote, & spprt cloud deployments & prod issue res.
Req’s master’s deg in cs, Info Sys, info technology or a rltd
field. Mail resumes to Gait Solutions LLC at 4819 Emperor
Boulevard, Suite #418A, Durham, NC, 27703.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Tested and proven

gutter protecti

25% off _

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-877-649-1190  rromocode:285

*Promational offer incluces 16% off plus an additional 10% off for seniors. Cannot be combined with any other
offers. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROG
344027, GA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DG 4.20223E-+11, FL CBOOG6678, IA G127230, ID ROE-61604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHICT11225,
HICI64488, MI 262300331,262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24,
50146-23, NJ 18VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PATT9643, RI GC-41364, TN 1098, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2706169445,
VT 1740000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, Wi No. 537-DOFRR WV WV056912.

MISCELLANEOUS

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do complete repairs to protect
your family and your home's value! Call 24/7: 1-866-489-
0571. Have zip code of service location ready when you
call!

MISCELLANEOUS

DENTAL

lnsurance:

Big dental bills? Get protection.

Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.

Get your FREE | gy

Information Kit

It's easy! Call or
scan today

1-844-496-8601

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about
this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/
find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO, KS, NY, OR - call -800-969-4781
or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B465, (ID: C254ID; PA:
C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: P154TN).

6370

Breakdowns happen.
We'll take it from there.
Let Cinch Home Services

help you save on costly repair bills.

Tlgcagoga

Y cinch

Our home warran 'y covers:

All covered repairs are backed by our
industry leading 180-day Workmanship Guarantee!

A&y safestep

FEEL SAFE ON EVERY LEVEL

$750 OFF

+ FREE Installation
of your new
Safe Step Stairlift

1-844-843-0593

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Call today for your fair cash offer: 1-919-925-6362.

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're 50+,
filed SSD and denied, our attorneys can help! Win or Pay
Nothing! Strong, recent work history needed. 877-553-
0252 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal Office: 224
Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503]

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE PAYMENTS? Threatened
with foreclosure? Denied a loan modification? Let us help!
Call the Homeowner Relief Line to speak with a mortgage
specialist 844-492-0883

Donate your car today, running or not. Support Patriotic
Hearts for our Veterans and their Families! Free fast pickup.
May be tax deductable. Se habla Espaiiol. Call now: 877-
317-3360

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855-869-7055
today!

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest lasting
material — steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up to 50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-585-1815

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-866-923-0482

THE CHARLOTTE POST
PUBLISHING COMPANY

CELEBRATING 141 YEARS OF
EXCELLENT JOURNALISM &

PRINT MEDIA SERVICES

The Triangle Tribune

While We Don’t Deliver
Door-to-Door,
We Do Deliver
lo Your Mailbox

Stay connected to the stories that matter.

Have the Triangle Tribune delivered
straight to your mailbox with a
convenient mail subscription.

THE CHARLOTTE POST
Publishing Company

The Triangle Tribune
is qualified as defined
in NC G.S. 1-597 to
publish legal notices
to creditors,
foreclosures, notices
for bids, etc.
www.triangletribune.com

The Triangle

TRIBUNE

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING RATES

Display
$15.00
Verbiage - $1.25/word

Legal Notices
$12.00

Deadline:
Wednesday @ 5pm
Prior to
Sunday’s Edition

BE SURE
TO FOLLOW
& LIKE US

facebook.com/
TriangleTribune

twitter.com/tritribune

Visit us online
www.triangletribune

.com
919/688-9408
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Project TURN brings Duke Divinity

students and incz

rcerated learners together to study theol

as equals, challenging

traditional ideas about prison ministry and creating opportunities for mutual transformation. Credit: Getty Images

Duke School of Divinity
brings seminary students

and incarcerated

classmates together

By Rev. Dorothy S.

Boulware
WORD IN BLACK

One of Jesus’ central les-
sons, and arguably his
most powerful, is encapsu-
lated in a deceptively sim-
ple statement: “I was in
prison, and you visited
me.”

For generations, Chris-
tian leaders have inter-
preted that passage from
Matthew 25 as an obvious
call to look after the least
of us, including the incar-
cerated. At Duke Divinity
School, however, a 15-year-
old program sharpens the
lesson: It brings together
divinity students from an
elite private university and
people serving time in
prison.

What began as a prison
ministry initiative in 2011
has evolved into one of the
most distinctive theolog-
ical education programs in
the nation.

Called Project TURN, the
program has transformed
incarcerated participants,
broadened the vision of fu-
ture pastors, and deepened
the knowledge of divinity
school professors. Partici-
pants say it transforms
drab prison classrooms
into sacred spaces where
learning flows and re-
demption is more than a
sermon topic.

“They’re
learners,”

all  fellow
Dean Edgardo

Colon-Emeric said. “It’s not
that one group has all the
wisdom. It’s not that the
professors do or that the

incarcerated people do. Ev-
eryone is learning to-
gether.”

The program also reflects
a longstanding tradition
within the Black church
and other faith com-
munities that have histori-
cally understood ministry
as presence, venturing to
hospitals, nursing homes,
shelters or correctional fa-
cilities.

According to its website,
Project TURN brings to-
gether roughly 10 full-time
seminary students and 10
incarcerated individuals to
study theology, ethics and
Christian history together
inside correctional facil-
ities. The program also
offers courses on restor-
ative justice and an oppor-
tunity to do prison
ministry or work with a
prison-oriented nonprofit.

Students meet regularly,
participate in reflection cir-
cles, and build community
through shared learning
experiences. While assign-
ments vary by course, the
deeper curriculum is rela-
tional: participants learn
empathy, humility, and the
discipline of listening ac-
ross vastly different life ex-
periences.

Project TURN traces its
roots to Bishop Ken Carter,
a former member of the
Duke faculty and a leader
in the United Methodist
Church. Emeric says Carter
spent decades combining
parish and prison ministry,
and believed future pastors
should be as familiar with
the inside of a prison as the

corridors of a hospital or
retirement community.

The program brings to-
gether Duke students pur-
suing theological degrees
and incarcerated students
pursuing a certificate in
prison studies.

They sit together in the
same classrooms, read the
same materials, engage in

communal discussions,
and follow the same curri-
culum.

In a video testimonial
about the program on
Duke’s website, Kimberly
Brown, a former divinity
student and one of Project
TURN’s first participants,
described it as life chang-
ing. “It's a program that
should be in every prison,”
said Brown, who now runs
OnInmate.com. “It will
bring about self-awareness
and let you know who you
really are inside. Nine
times out of 10, if you par-
ticipate fully, [the incarcer-
ated students] will be
friends for life.”

Elia Zonia, another Proj-
ect TURN participant who
received her divinity de-
gree in 2026, agreed. In an
Instagram post, she wrote
about how the conver-
sations she had with differ-
ent students remain
relevant and brought in-
sight to a group often over-
looked.

“Hearing from my inside
classmates brought into
focus just how much we as
a society miss when we re-
fuse to listen to a large
group of people,” she
wrote.
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KNIGHTDALE

BRUNCH

Women’s Empowerment
Brunch is July 11, 11 am.
to 4 p.m. For location,
e m a i 1 :
tawanna22@gmail.com.

RALEIGH

CHAMBER

Black Chamber Raleigh is
hosting a member-exclu-
sive insurance workshop
for entrepreneurs and
business owners, July 7,
6:30 p.m., The Fresh Col-
lective, 1425 Promise Bea-
con Circle, Suite 111. Visit:
blackchamberraleigh.com.

EDUCATION

WakeEd Partnership
launches its community
supply drive for public
school educators and stu-
dents July 7. Visit: wa-
keed.org/supply-drive.

FESTIVAL
Raleigh’s All-American
Summer Festival is July 11,

Women's Empowerment Brunch is July 11, 11 a.m.fo4 p.m.

11 am. to 7 p.m., Raleigh
City Plaza, 421 Fayetteville
St.

OFFICIATING

Raleigh Parks and Recrea-
tion is hosting a sports of-
ficiating workshop July 13,
6-7:30 p.m., Brier Creek
Community Center, 10810
Globe Road. Call 919-996-
3301.

MEALS

Wake County has added
four new locations where
youth 18 and under can re-
ceive free meals: Peach
Road Cultural Center, Ra-
leigh Church of Christ, Re-
deeming Love Missionary
Baptist and Sherrill’s Uni-
versity of Cosmetology.
Visit: wake.gov/summer-
food.

DURHAM
SCHOLARSHIPS
Durham Housing Au-
thority’s 2026 READS
Scholarship application for

DHA high school seniors
runs July 6 to Aug. 7 Con-

t a C
Re51dentServ1ces@dha-
nc.org.

UPDATE

Join Sen. Natalie Murdock
and Rep. Zack Hawkins for
a District Update July 8, 6
p.m., Zafa Temple #176,
2312 Alston Avenue.

CHAMBER

The Greater Durham
Black Chamber is hosting a
virtual Critical Conver-
sations with Manny Opoku
of SouthState Bank, July 17,
noon to 1 p.m. Register:
members.gdbcc.org.

CHAPEL HILL
FOUNDERS DAY

HOPE NC’s annual
Founders Day is July 11, 6-
8 p.m., Orange United
Methodist Church, 1220
MLK Jr. Boulevard. Call
919-883-9290.

Raleigh designer brings
‘luxury’ to the Triangle

By Bonitta Best

editor@triangletribune.com

RALEIGH - David Vashon
couldn’t contain his emo-
tions any longer.

Vashon  was over-
whelmed by the show of
support and love from an
overflow crowd at an invi-
tation-only reception at the
Inner Sanctum in Raleigh.

After several weeks of
emails with tidbits and
clues about Raleigh’s first
luxury fashion house, the
House of DAVA was pre-
sented to the public on
June 28.

“I watched the room, and
I felt who was really listen-
ing, who picked up on
what I was saying under-
neath what I was saying,”
Vashon said. “I have not
stopped thinking about it
since. What you witnessed
is not finished. It is only
the beginning, and I intend
to keep building it sharper
every time we show up.”

The Raleigh native is a
designer and U.S. Navy vet-
eran. His family can trace
their heritage back to the
Revolutionary War, when
his  fourth-great-grand-
father served as a captain
in North Carolina’s militia.

Vashon kept that streak
alive by entering the Navy
after graduating from high
school in 2008.

Vashon learned from the
best on his path to this mo-
ment, working with Louis
Vuitton, Bond No. 9 Fra-
grance and Nordstrom.
He’s also used his love of
design and dedication to
country to combine the
two for philanthropic proj-
ects. The Elite Edition is a
veteran-founded organiza-
tion that supports families
of fallen and deceased
service members. Dress for

Success, Saks Fifth Avenue
and Rolls-Roye Motorcars
Raleigh are local partners.

Vashon built the House
of DAVA entirely within
North Carolina, at a point
in his career when depart-
ing for a larger market
would have been the easier
course.

“My family has been part
of this state for genera-
tions, long before I ever
picked up a needle or a
pattern,” Vashon said. “I
graduated high school
here, I entered the Navy
from here, and I built this
House here, when I could
easily have left. I have car-
ried what I learned inside
some of the most storied
names in luxury, and
brought it home. Too
often, the talent this state
produces leaves because it
does not believe a future
exists here for a fashion ca-

;’ IHE CHARLOTTE POST
W FOUNDATION

PRESENTS

POST BEST

BE IN THE ROOM.

Ralelgh native David Vashon debuts the House of DAVA.

BONITTA BEST

Models showcase some of the designs.

reer. The House of DAVA
stands as proof that it does
and as a reason for that tal-
ent to remain.”

The House will showcase
three design levels: Su-
preme Luxury, where
money is no object; High
Luxury, the stuff runway
models wear; and Standard
Luxury, a ready-to wear
collection with more ver-
satility.

Vashon and staff intro-
duced the debut collection,
The First Chapter, in a
room filled luxurious de-
signs worn by models and
staff, and lined with sports
cars designed for the rich
and filthy rich.

\Y i S i t
www.davaprive.com/ to
learn more.

And view the House of
David in all its glory on our
video web page.

EARLY BIRD
TICKETS

' HILTON CHARLOTTE
UPTOWN
222 E. 3RD STREET
CHARLOTTE, NC
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exciting

The CIAA Football Media
Day isn’t until July 15, but the
conference already has up-
staged the coaches and
players.

The board of directors re-
leased a teaser at the 2026
Spring Meeting last month
announcing an expanded
football championship for-
mat to debut in the fall. Full
details will be released at
media day.

Football has undergone
changes the past few years.
The championship game
began with the two division
winners battling it out for
bragging rights and a hopeful
chance at an
NCAA  playoff
bid.

The down side
to that was the
champion
wasn’'t always

the best team, so
nobody went to

BONITTA  the postseason.
BEST Officials
changed the for-

mat in 2024 and
eliminated divisional seed-
ing. Teams are ranked No. 1-
11, with the top two teams
advancing to the title game.
And the icing on the cake is
the winner earns an auto-
matic playoff spot.

Now, word is the stakes will
be raised higher with a play-
off-style format.

Of course, the change
comes down to more money
for the conference, more ex-
posure for the schools and -
did T mention more money
for the conference?

As I've written many times
before, a new era has arrived
for CIAA football. No, it’s not
a cash cow like the basketball
tournament - that’s the con-
ference’s fault - but it’s no
longer a dull, ugly stepsister
either. Or the butt of jokes by
opponents.

Other Agenda Items

The conference needs to up
its sponsorship game after
the board of directors ex-
tended Commissioner Jacqie
McWilliams Parker’s contract
through 2031.

According to a report by
HBCU Gameday, McWilliams
Parker earns over $300,000 a
year and is sure to get a raise
with the extension.

“This conference has a rich
legacy built by generations of
leaders, member institutions,
student-athletes, coaches and
administrators,” she said.
“Together, we have made tre-
mendous progress in
strengthening the CIAA’s
brand, enhancing the stu-
dent-athlete experience,
deepening sponsor and part-
ner engagement, and elevat-
ing the overall fan
experience.”

Women’s sports were also
front and center at the meet-
ing.

Women’s flag football will
officially become a varsity
sport in the 2026-27 season.
Women’s soccer teams are
encouraged to join other con-
ferences as associate
members since the CIAA
doesn’t sponsor the sport.
Both Virginia State and Shaw
are members of Conference
Carolinas.

N.C. Central

Tickets are now on sale for
the 2026 Alex M. Rivera Ath-
letics Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony.

Six individuals and one
football team will be installed
Sept. 4, 6:30 p.m., at the Sher-
aton Imperial Hotel. So, how
many rooms will it take just
to hold the football players?
Visit nccueaglepride.com to
learn more.

The inductees, all of whom
I've covered except two:

* Football player Adrian
Jones (1994-97)

* Football coach Rod Broad-
way (2003-06)

* Football player Mike Jones
(2013-16)

* Football player Chris
McKinstry (1978-81)

“ Volleyball player Ariel
Germain (2002-06)

* Track and field standout
Bethany White (2015-19)

* Tennis player Gabriel Cu-
calon (2015-19)

* 2016 MEAC football
championship team

The
OIrbiangIe Tribune t
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SUBMITTED TO THE TRIBUNE

CHAPEL HILL - Flag Foot-
ball Elite, a nonprofit youth
flag football league co-
founded by former profes-
sional athletes Cedric
Peerman and Dr. Hagar El-
gendy, has been invited to
participate in the 2026 NFL

FLAG National Champion-
ships Presented by Toyota,
one of the premiere na-
tional championship events
in youth flag football. The
league is the only one from
the state represented at the
championship event.

The Championships will
showcase top youth flag

Flag Football Elite will participate in the 2026 NFL FLAG National Championships.

Local youth tlag football league
to compete on national stage

football teams from across
the country, along with in-
ternational teams rep-
resenting 12 countries, for
a national and global event
of the sport’s growth, talent
and future. Select cham-
pionship competition will
be televised and streamed
across ESPN and Disney+

COURTESY

platforms, giving athletes
the opportunity to compete
on a national stage and be
part of one of the most vis-
ible youth flag football
events in the country.

For Flag Football Elite, this
invitation represents a

Please see FLAG/7A

COLLEGE CORNER

HBCU Olympics 2027 in the works

HBCU Olympics 2027 is in the
works. The theme is “One Move-
ment. One Mission. One Legacy.”

The Olympics committee has
hired Dani Wright as director of
media relations and internships.
Wright is the director of strategic
communications for the HBCU
Athletic Conference, and infor-
mation director at Southern Uni-
versity at New Orleans.

The 15-member HBCU Athletic
Conference, for those of you
clueless, is an NAIA Division II
conference with schools like
Fisk, Stillman, Dillard, etc.

An HBCU Olympics, eh? This
should be interesting.

WOMEN

Hampton

The Peninsula Sports Club
named senior sprinter Brianna
Charles Hampton University ath-
lete of the year. Track and field

graduate Emmani Shaw was
honored with a community serv-
ice award.

MEN

Norfolk State

Former Spartan Joe Bryant Jr.
is making a name for himself
overseas.

Bryant, who plays for Pardu-
bice in the Czech Republic, was
named Czech NBL player of the
year, import player of the year
and guard of the year. He also
was named to the All-NBL First
Team and All-Imports Team.

Pardubice came within one
game of winning the league
championship. Bryant led the
team in scoring at 19.5 points
per game, plus 4.4 rebounds, 3.7
assists and 1.8 steals.

“We are so proud of Joe,” NSU
coach Robert Jones said. “To be
named player of the year in his

Former Spartan Joe Bryant Jr.

league five straight years is a tre-
mendous accomplishment.”
Bryant earned most valuable
player honors in Greece’s A2
Elite Basketball League in the
2024-25 season after averaging
20.1 points, 4 rebounds and 3.4

COURTESY

assists per game.

Howard
Bison forward Bryce Harris
signed an undrafted free agent

Please see OLYMPICS/7A

HBCU FOOTBALL

Norfolk State launches women’s flag football program

By Bonitta Best

editor@triangletribune.com

Tick. Tock. Tick. Tock.

The countdown is on for
the 2026 season.

BOXTOROW, hosted by
Donal Ware, will hold its
eighth annual BOXTOROW
Countdown to Kickoff Show
July 17, 6 p.m., at Pardrea’s
Sports Café on Tryon Road
in Raleigh.

Many of the CIAA coaches,
plus North Carolina Central
coach Trei Oliver and North
Carolina A&T State coach
Shawn Gibbs will be in at-
tendance. The event is open
to the public and fans are
encouraged to wear their
sports gear.

N.C. Central

Former wide receiver Joa-
quin Davis signed a one-
year contract with the
Pittsburgh Steelers.

Shaw

Yazmyn Brown is the new
coordinator of compliance.
She will assist in the over-
sight of NCAA, CIAA and in-
stitutional compliance
operations. Brown earned
degrees from Trinity Baptist
College, now called Trinity
College of Florida, and Flor-
ida State.

It seems logical to put
compliance under football
news since that’s where the
trouble usually starts.

Norfolk State

Women’s flag football is
gaining steam.

The Spartans introduced
Darryl Bullock as their new
coach for the inaugural sea-
son.== Bullock will oversee
recruiting and roster devel-
opment.

"Today marks more than
the beginning of a new pro-
gram, it represents the start
of a new era," Bullock said.

COURTESY

Norfolk State coach Darryl Bullock and his family.

"Women's flag football is ex-
periencing unprecedented
growth across the nation,
from its inclusion in the
2028 Olympic Games to the
MEAC's commitment to
launching a conference

championship in 2027. We
are witnessing history un-
fold before our eyes, and
Norfolk State has chosen
not only to participate in
that history, but to help

Please seeNORFOLK/7A
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Flag Football Elite

Continued from page 6A

major milestone not only
for the league but for the
athletes and families it
serves across Chatham
County, Chapel Hill, Dur-
ham, the greater Triangle
region and the state.

“This is an incredible op-
portunity for our athletes
to see what is possible,”
said Peerman, a former
nine-year NFL veteran and
Pro Bowler, and current
UNC football team chap-
lain. “Our goal has always
been to create meaningful
opportunities for kids in
this region — opportuni-
ties to compete, grow, be
seen and represent their
community with pride. To
have our players invited to
the national champion-
ship stage, and to repre-
sent North Carolina as the
only team from the state,
is a blessing and a reflec-
tion of the hard work of
our athletes, coaches and
families.”

Founded last year, Flag
Football Elite has quickly
grown into one of the re-
gion’s most active youth
flag football programs,
serving  approximately
2,000 athletes across sea-
sonal leagues, travel pro-
gramming, skills
development and com-
munity-based initiatives.
As a nonprofit, the league
remains deeply com-
mitted to access and op-
portunity, with more than
20% scholarship participa-
tion to help reduce finan-
cial barriers for families
and ensure that cost is not
the reason a child cannot
play.

Beyond competition,
Flag Football Elite is com-
mitted to developing the
whole athlete. The league
integrates mental tough-
ness sessions, nutrition
education, leadership de-
velopment, and guest
speakers from profes-
sional and elite athletic

backgrounds to help
young athletes under-
stand what is possible
beyond their current envi-
ronment. Through these
experiences, athletes are
encouraged to dream
bigger, train with purpose,
and see themselves as ca-
pable of competing at the
highest levels.

“Our mission has never
been just about football,”
said Elgendy, a former Di-
vision I athlete and Team
Egypt swimmer. “It is
about  building con-
fidence, creating safe
spaces for children to
compete, developing
leaders, and opening
doors for athletes who
may not otherwise have
access to these types of
opportunities. As former
athletes ourselves, we
know how powerful sport
can be in changing the tra-
jectory of a young per-
son’s life.”

Howard forward Bryce Harris.

HBCU Olympics 2027
coming to United States

Continued from page 6A
contract with the Okla-
homa City Thunder just
after the NBA Draft con-
cluded last week. He will
participate in the NBA
Summer League from July
9-19 to showcase his skills
for a chance at a spot
within the Thunder’s
player development sys-
tem.

Howard coach Kenneth
Blakeney, whom Harris
played under for five sea-
sons, called Harris “the
most important recruit in
program history.” The
Bison have won three
MEAC championships, ap-

peared in three NCAA
Tournaments and won
their first tourney game in
program history during
Harris’ five seasons.

Virginia Union

Virginia Union head golf
coach E. Lee Coble has
been selected to serve on
the NCAA Division II Golf
Committee.

The appointment is not
some ho-hum committee
position. Committee
members administer and
oversee DII women’s and
men’s golf championships,
and oversee championship
administration and gov-

ernance. In other words,
make sure nobody is
cheating.

Goodbye. Hello.

* Lees McRae College/N.C
A&T forward Chase McDuf-
fie to Benedict College

* Little Rock/Kilgore Col-
lege G Jarahle Daniels, Be-
thune-Cookman

* Lincoln (Pa.) F Dray Pil-
son, Bluefield State

* Langstone F/C Autumn
Simon, Delaware State

* Louisiana OG Karris
Bilal, Texas Southern

Norfolk State launches
women’s flag football

Continued from page 6A
lead it."

Hampton

Armstrong Stadium, the
oldest football venue in
the CAA and the 13th old-
est in FCS, is undergoing a
$3.2 million renovation
this summer.

The football field’s turf
will be replaced after 10
years, it will be lined for
soccer so the women can
play home matches for the
first time in years, and the

surrounding track lanes
will be refurbished.

“This upgrade is a game-
changer for our program,”
football coach Van Malone
said. “Having a high-per-
formance surface like this
enhances player safety,
supports the speed and
physicality of our game
and creates a champion-
ship-level environment for
our student-athletes.”

And, speaking of foot-
ball, Jamestown transfer

defensive lineman Tyher
Howard-Thomas is now a
Pirate.

Goodbye. Hello.

* Keiser University OL
Ta’Darius Williams to
South Carolina State

* Bethune-Cookman K/P
Juan Dominguez, S.C.
State

* Mt. San Antonio (Calif.)
College FB Curtiss Taylor,
Virginia Union

@The Triangle Tribune

News media
are “IThe Original
Influencers”

We have proudly been giving free access
to keep our community informed
and connected. However,
as printing and operational costs rise, we
have to update our subscription model to
ensure we can continue delivering the
journalism our community deserves.

As we grow and

deepen our impact, we are inviting you to
support the future of this work.

Your support sustains our legacy.
Your subscription protects our voice.

AND JULY 4TH
ACTIVITY SHEET

-

\

Hi Everyone!

Sankofa 82 and | traveled back in
time to the signing of the
Declaration of Independence, July
2, 1776, just to see how Blacks
viewed and received that historic
document. We also wanted to see
how Blacks respond to it now. That
document urged white Americans
to unite to fight for their rights,
gave them the reasons why they
should fight and, it announced the
formation of a new nation. This
new nation was founded on the
contradiction of having both free
and enslaved people living in the

k same space J

JULY 4, 1776
CELEBRATION

e

1

After the signing of the Declaration of Independence, whites
celebrated by having parades and other celebrations. This was
not a reality for enslaved people and Free Men and Women of
Color. While most white Americans celebrated and enjoyed the
festivities of July 4™ some slaves celebrated July 4™ by running
away to gain their freedom or independence in the Morth,
Canada, and Florida. Enslaved people also sought their freedom
by serving in the military. They served in the Revolutionary War
of 1775 where over 100,000 gained their freedom. Enslaved
people served on the side that offered them freedom from slavery

of happiness

& All men are created egqual

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

The Declarakon of independence is the founding document of the Unifed States
Signed on July 4, 1778, it told Amevicans that they are free from British rufe

&
5=  The declaration included three major ideas: {

» God made all men equal and gave them the rights of life, liberty and the pursuit

» The people have a cvic duty 1o defend these rights for themselves and others

On July 5, 1852, Froderick Douglass gave his famous speech enlified “What lo the Stave is the Fourth of
July® Douglass was asked o defiver his spoech 1o 8 group of paopls in Rochostor, New York on July 4
ot he opled out of that dabe and gawve his speech on July Sth.  Douglass's goal was io convince his
audence of he hypocnsy of calebraling independence whils denying freedom o slaves. Douglass staled, |
am pol inchaded within the pale of this glonous anniversary  This Fourth [of] July is yours nol mine."

THE 4TH OF JULY AND <
FREDERICK DOUGLASS

THE 4TH OF JULY AND JUNETEENTH

July 4th is about lberty, but it was an imperfect libesty, because slavery still legally exisied in the
United Stabes. Junelesnth is a federal hobday that recognizes the end of slavery. Even though
July 4, 1776 marked fhe nation's first Independence Day it wasn't unbl aimost a century laler, on
June 19, 1865, when slaves in Galveston, Texas keamed that slavery had ended. At the and of
e Ciwil W, Presadent Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Prociamation eSechve January
1, 1863, which freed slaves in stales or paris of stales
June and Mineleanth to make a new word Junebeenth. Juneleenth (June 15th) s now the day
Black Americans calebrale freedom.  Many Blacks do not celebrate July 4th with deep hislorical
mianing because they know thal many of Sieir ancestors wire siil enstaved on July 4th

Black Amenicans combined the words

KEMET, | JUST
GOT ALOT OF

YOU WANT TO
CELEBRATE
WITH ME?

ToDD, OF COURSE.
I'M EXCITED YOU WANT
TO CELEBRATE
INDCEPENDENCE DAY,
THE SIGNING OF THE
DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE

Q TELL THE TRUTH!

Print ihe leffer T on the ine if e siatement is True or F if ihe sialement is False

The Declaration of Independence freed enslaved Blacks.
“Give me hberty or grve me death” was spoken by Patnck Henry
Appremmatety 100,000 enslaved Blacks were freed after the Revoluionany War

Fredenick Douglass. weobe a famous. speech entiled, “What o the Slave s the

Fourth of July?"

Junetesnth is celebraled annually on June 20

July 4* i a federally celebrated holiday representing liberty.

yorHeypis

ONE MINUTE
MADNESS!

In one minute or less, unscramble words that ane
refated fo Black Americans’ freedom

www.KEMETCOMIC.com

L ,:

carDietaoin

neldnepecdna

esGvoaltn

krrFeeide ssoDgula

eaJnithnue

\nmw THE JUNETEENTH FLAG E

Draw and color the official Juneteenth Flag.

=T

2

INDEPENDENCE DAY®
| WAS TALKING ABOUT
THE FOURTH OF JULY
AND FIRE WORKSI WHY
ARE YOU GETTING OFF

THE SUBJECTH

BLACK AMERICANS AND JULY 4TH, 07/01/26, #260 WWW.JOEYOUNG.ORG KEMETACTIVITY SHEETS © 2026 BY JOE YOUNG
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" BONITTA BEST

High school senior Ariana Hoskins shows off her homemade cake for the festivities, while
fellow high schooler Pilar Hurtado takes care of the video duties.

‘Funky’ community hub
celebrates opening

By Bonitta Best

editor@friangletribune.com

DURHAM - The Triangle’s
only multigenerational hub
celebrated its grand open-
ing June 25 in downtown
Durham.

echo NC is not your typi-
cal button-down cowork-
ing space. It’s funky.
Energetic. Colorful. Call it
“a YMCA for entrepre-
neurs.”

The celebration marked
its new home in the Meas-
urement Inc. building on
Hunt Street. echo (small
“e”) stands for Entrepre-
neurial Community Hub
for Opportunities.

It bills itself as just that,
a place for entrepreneurs,
small business owners and
solopreneurs of all ages to
learn how to grow their
business, build relation-
ships - not just contacts -

and access support and
capital as they grow.

“Entrepreneurs build en-
trepreneurs, and now echo
can be the infrastructure,”
CEO Anjanette Miller said.
“Whether someone is
launching their first idea,
growing a small business,
working as a solopreneur
or rebuilding after getting
stuck, they need more than
a class or a single appoint-
ment. They need a place to
find people, practical sup-
port, honest feedback and
access to all forms of cap-
ital. This hub was built for
that. It is a place to learn,
connect, build, ask the
messy questions and keep
growing.”

What's really special
about the hub is it puts
youth and adult entrepre-
neurs under the same roof.
High schoolers Pilar Hur-
tado and Ariana Hoskins

Arlist Stacy Utley at Idlewild site tour.

Ralei

joined echo in the eighth
grade and now both run
several businesses as sen-
iors.

echo has served over 550
entrepreneurs since its
launch in 2022, and rein-
vested over $275,000 in
grants, stipends, contracts,
scholarships and more in
just the last 18 months.

There are flexible meet-
ing spaces.

Production studios, a
self-serve café, desktop
computers, a conference
room and even two solo
private workspaces for
those needed quiet times.

Spaces can be booked per
hour, and staff can be en-
listed to help with setup or
training.

Sponsorships are avail-
able for those wishing to
support the hub. Visit
echo-nc.org.

RALT

gh artist to create artwork

for Cottages of Idlewild

STAFF REPORTS

RALEIGH - Artspace artist
J. Stacy Utley has been se-
lected to create a public
artwork for the Cottages of
Idlewild, an affordable
housing development in
the historically African
American community of
Idlewild. The artwork in-
stallation will be unveiled
in January.

A Raleigh native, Utley
graduated from Enloe High
School and maintains
family ties within the Idle-
wild community. This per-
sonal connection to the
neighborhood, combined
with the project's focus on
African American home-
ownership, intergenera-
tional connection, and
community legacy, made
him a particularly compel-

ling choice for the commis-
sion.

"Public art has the power
to celebrate community
identity and create a sense
of belonging," Artspace
President and CEO Carly
Jones said. "We are excited
to partner with J. Stacy
Utley and the Idlewild com-
munity to create a work
that reflects the history, re-
silience and future of this
neighborhood."

Cottages of Idlewild con-
sists of 18 affordable units
built on city-owned parcels
in the Idlewild neighbor-
hood. The development
offers a range of affordable
homeownership and rental
opportunities for individ-
uals and families earning
between 30% and 80% of
Area Median Income, pro-
viding an anchor of afford-

ability in a rapidly gentrify-
ing community.

This project was made
possible through a unique
public-private partnership
formed by the Raleigh Area
Land Trust, Raleigh Raised
Development, and Haven
Design|Build to maximize
success and ensure that
community interests are
prioritized and protected
beyond what any single or-
ganization could do alone.
Artspace serves as the pub-
lic art administrator and
project manager for the
commission, overseeing
artist selection, project co-
ordination, community en-

gagement support, and
implementation of the
public  artwork.  Visit

https://www.ralt.org/cot-
tages-of-idlewild.

HBCU NEWS

SHAW

UNIVERSITY
Divinity School

SHAW UNIVERSITY

The Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges
has approved Shaw to offer
doctoral-level degrees,
clearing the way for Shaw
University Divinity School
to launch a Doctor of Edu-
cation in Artificial Intelli-
gence and Moral Agency,
the first program of its
kind offered at a HBCU.

The milestone marks the
first time in Shaw’s 160-
year history that the insti-
tution has been approved
to confer doctoral degrees
and positions the Divinity
School as a national leader
at the intersection of theo-
logical ethics and emerging
technology.

“This is a historic mo-
ment for Shaw University
and for theological educa-

tion,” President Paulette R.
Dillard said. “For 160
years, Shaw has prepared
leaders to meet the moral
challenges of their time.
This doctoral program re-
flects who we have always
been, a university unafraid
to lead.”

The Ed.D. in Artificial In-
telligence and  Moral
Agency is an interdiscipli-
nary, practice-oriented
doctorate designed to pro-
duce leaders proficient in
Al literacy, Al use and ap-
plied theological ethics.

The program integrates
moral reasoning, social
justice, and applied ethics
with the rapidly evolving
landscape of artificial intel-
ligence, preparing gradu-
ates to critically assess Al
technologies and shape
ethical norms that promote

human dignity and equity.

Shaw University Divinity
School will welcome its
first Ed.D. cohort of 12 stu-
dents next spring, with ap-
plications for admission
beginning this summer.

The program is designed
for nontraditional adult
learners, particularly bi-vo-
cational and pastoral
leaders with at least five
years of leadership experi-
ence and an accredited
graduate theological de-
gree.

New cohorts will enroll
each fall and spring there-
after.

\Y i S i t
https://www.shawu.edu/a
cademics/schools-depart-
ments/school-of-divinity/
or contact Tonya Barnes at
tonya.barnes@shawu.edu.

FRATERNITY NEWS

Wake County Omegas
honor educators

COURTESY

Area educators representing Wake, Johnston and Lee counties were honored recently,
hosted by the Noble Aspirations Foundation, in partnership with the Xi Mu Mu (Cary)
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Incorporated and the Alliance of Black School edu-
cators. The chapter honored three teachers and three principals representing the three
county region.

The teachers who received the William (Bill) Curry Teacher of the Year Award were Vir-
ginia Williams, Johnston County; Jakiah Bulluck, Lee County and Katrese Creddle, Wake
County. The late Curry was an educator in Franklin and Wake counties for over 37 years.

The school administrators who received the Toussaint Avent $r. Principal of the Year
Award were Keith Faison, Wake County; James Beasley-Mungin, Lee County; and San-
dra Morris, Johnston County. Avent Sr. was a school administrator before retiring with a
distinguished career with the State of North Carolina.

The chapter also awarded a $4,000 scholarship to an area student.

BOOK LOVERS UNITE!

Barnes & Noble offi-
cially opened its doors
last weekend in Knight-
dale. From bestsellers
and hidden gems to
old-school vinyls,
there’s something for
everyone. Barnes &
Noble is at 1012
Shoppes at Midway.

FACEBOOK

Read us online!

triangletribunenewspaper.com




