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Wake Young Women’s
Leadership Academy
wins over skeptic

WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

RALEIGH - When it came time for middle school, Kenya Moore-
Kerr wanted her daughter, Taylor Kerr, to attend Wake Young
Women’s Leadership Academy. It’s a sixth to 12th grade Early
College school in downtown Raleigh where juniors and seniors
take classes at Saint Augustine’s University.

“My husband and I wanted a smaller school setting, without
the distraction of middle school boys,” says Moore-Kerr, a Van-
dora Springs Elementary assistant principal. “We wanted her to
be focused on academics. And she’s such a natural leader, we
just wanted her to be able to hone those leadership skills.”

Taylor was open to the idea, but with one fairly common re-
servation: the uniforms. “She loved to pick out her clothes ever
since she was little,” her mother recalls with a laugh. “I told her,
‘This way you don’t have to worry about clothes at all. Don’t
worry about it, just try it. If you don’t like it, you can go back to

Taylor says: “I ended up loving it when I got there. I could get
dressed in five minutes, which meant I got to sleep more. And
then, starting in 11th grade, I could go back to wearing what I
wanted since we were taking classes on (St. Augustine’s) cam-

Please see ACADEMY/2A

erate control, and didn’t have
to abide by the Proclamation,
over 250,000 enslaved people
were not freed until June 19,
1865. It took over 2,000 Union
troops to arrive in Galveston
Bay, Texas, and announce that
they were free at last! Thus,
Juneteenth was born in Texas

By Bonitta Best
editor@triangletribune.com
Many churches celebrate
“Watch Night” on New Year’s
Eve. It was invented on Jan. 1,
1863, as enslaved and free Af-
rican Americans in Confeder-
ate states gathered in churches
and homes awaiting news that

ave 19.
the Emancipation Proclama- on June o
X . A plethora of activities and
tion had taken effect. Their celebrations will be held

prayers were answered at the
stroke of midnight.

However, not everyone was
freed. Because the state of
Texas was still under Confed-

around the Triangle in honor
of the holiday in some states.
With last year’s cancellations
and the current racial unrest,

Triangle-wide
uneteenth celebrations

this year’s celebrations have
taken on a more important sig-

nificance.

FUQUAY-VARINA

* June 18, 5-7 p.m. and June
19, 12-2 p.m. - email manifest-
fuquay@gmail.com for more

information.

RALEIGH

* June 16, 7 p.m. via Zoom -
a panel discussion by N.C. Mu-
seum of History curator Earl
[james and education section
chief Chrystal Regan. Visit

ncmuseumofhistory.org.

* June 18-20 - A Celebration
of Emancipation with the Pope
Family at Pope House Museum,
the historic home of Dr. Ma-
nassa T. Pope - one of Ra-
leigh’s first licensed Black
physicians - and family:

- June 18, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.:
guest speaker, award-winning
children’s author and 2021
Piedmont Laureate Kelly Star-
ling Lyons

- June 19, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.:
the Pope House Museum, in

Plase see JUNETEENTH/2A

Day 2 Day Dads program helps
men be better

athers

By Freda Freeman
CORRESPONDENT

RALEIGH - Marquee Yarbo-
rough, 30, of Zebulon, is
working each day to be a
better father for his three
children: Ja’Zaivin, 7; Nevaeh,
also 7; and Ja’Kye, 5. One way
he’s doing that is through fa-
therhood programs run by
the Family Resource Center
South Atlantic.

Yarborough was incarcer-
ated when he found out
about the Family Resource
Center’s Day 2 Day Dads pro-
gram through other inmates
who recommended he sign
up for the classes. Released
on bail in September, after
serving 26 months, he con-
tinues to take classes.

Yarborough, who shares
joint custody of his children,
said he wants to be a steady
presence in their lives.

“I said I'm going to take this
class serious and really be
there for my kids. Growing
up, I didn’t have a father fig-
ure in my life, so by me hav-
ing three kids, I was away a
lot because I was working so
much and then the jail thing

and Ja'Zaivin.

happened, so it was like I'm
missing too much time with
my kids,” he said.

The Family Resource Center
in Raleigh has provided sup-
port services for families in 15
counties, primarily in Eastern
North Carolina and the Trian-
gle area, for 25 years.

In addition to the Dads pro-
gram, the organization holds

Many
kids head

to
summer
school

By Carolyn Thompson
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

With her three teenagers
vaccinated against COVID-
19, Aja Purnell-Mitchell left it
up to them to decide
whether to go back to school
during summer break. The
decision was unanimous:

Marquee Yarborough with two of his three children: Nevaeh

annual fatherhood

ences with workshops and fea-
tured speakers. “We provide
fatherhood programs, we work
with families who have chil-
dren with special needs, we
work with middle and high
school students on bullying
and provide sexual avoidance

Please see DADS/2A

COURTESY summer school.

“Getting them back into it,
helping them socialize back
with their friends, maybe
meet some new people, and,
of course, pick up the things
that they lacked on Zoom,”
the Durham County mother
said, ticking off her hopes for
the session ahead, which will
be the first time her children
have been in the classroom

Please see COVID/2A

confer-

Business
hub
comes to
SE
Raleigh

By Lori Roberts
JLT COMMUNICATIONS

Southeast Raleigh native
and longtime developer
James Montague’s F7 Inter-
national Development, Inc.
will mark the start of con-
struction of a $4 million
entrepreneurial hub with a
groundbreaking ceremony
the community is welcome
to attend and celebrate.

The 16,000-square-foot
Montague Plaza will house
small businesses, and a
program Montague created
to offer hands-on training
opportunities to give area
students a competitive
edge in moving toward
global business.

Rain or shine, the cere-
mony will be June 17, 11
a.m. to noon, at 2718 Rock
Quarry Road, next to
Southeast Raleigh High
School. Demolition of the
two structures, once a gas
station and the boyhood
homestead of Raleigh de-
veloper Bill Goodwin, is
planned for July 31.

Montague will host the
groundbreaking, joined by
special guests Mayor Mary-
Ann Baldwin; Raleigh City
Councilor Corey Branch;
Wake County Commis-
sioner James West; Bobbitt
CEO Brian Denisar; Global
Xperts CTO and F7 Tech-
nology Partner Neil Kumar;
Rene Daughtry of Aisym-
metry; F&M Bank Pres-
ident Steve Fisher;
Opportunity Zone Repre-
sentatives Wilson Lester
and Napoleon Wallace; and
Raleigh City Councilor
Stormie Forte.

Montague purchased the
land and announced plans
for Montague Plaza last
year amid the COVID-19
pandemic, hoping to in-
spire the community he
grew up in, often gripped
by disparities in every-
thing from education and
health care to affordable
housing and economic de-
velopment.

“It symbolizes for my
family the next step of
what we envision for our
community,” said Mon-
tague, 50. “Southgate is
right there, and that’s the
neighborhood where we
started. Being able to con-
tribute and give back to
our community is priceless
for us. We're very excited
about it and ready to get
started. Now, we have to
internalize that excitement
and turn it into meaningful
action.”

The property is in an Op-
portunity Zone, an avenue
Montague applauds to en-
courage investors to con-
tribute to projects that
affect people and com-
munities often overlooked
and rarely impacted.

Montague’s footprint in
commercial and residen-
tial real estate began in

Please see HUB/2A
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Triangle-wide
Juneteenth celebrations

Continued from page 1A
collaboration with the
Southern Historical Collec-
tion at the UNC Chapel
Hill’s Wilson Library, will
feature the original 1851
Certificate of Freedom
papers belonging to Dr.
M.T. Pope’s father, Jonas
Elias Pope, for one day
only. Special guest Michael
Conner will perform “The
Foreshadowing of a
People: Reflections from
the Past.”

* June 18-20, N.C. Mu-
seum of Art Juneteenth
weekend of activities:

- June 18, 7:30 p.m.:
Sweet Honey in the Rock
live concert, Theater in the
Museum Park

- June 19, 10 a.m. to
noon: Liberation Station
Live!, Museum Park; noon-
1:15 p.m.: A Conversation
with Linda Simmons-
Henry, author of “Culture
Town,” East Building; 2-
4:30 p.m.: screening of
“Wilmington on Fire,” East
Building; 8:30-10:30 p.m.:
screening of “Mr. SOUL!”
Museum Park

- June 20, 3-7:30 p.m.:
Celebrating Black Music
Month with DJ Thoro, Mu-
seum Park

* June 19, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. - C3 at The Venue
and the African American
Dance Ensemble presents
“Celebrating Freedom,”
5299 Capital Blvd.

*June 19, 5-9 p.m. - a di-
verse group of teenagers
will celebrate Juneteenth
at 1032 Creek Farm Drive

* June 19, 9 a.m. to noon
- Visit the State Capitol
grounds at 1 E. Edenton St.
while chalk artist Kiara
Sanders creates line draw-
ings on the sidewalks of
the Juneteenth flag and
portraits of freedmen and
freedwomen whose lives
intersected with the State
Capitol. Attendees can
help color in the portraits
and write names of other
ancestors who lived in
slavery. A Capital City
Juneteenth Celebration at
Dix Park will follow. Visit
www.juneteenthraleigh.or

g.

DURHAM

* June 17, 2 p.m. - N.C.
Central’s Shepard Memo-
rial Library, virtual panel
discussion moderated by
Andre Vann. Register at
nccu.webex.com.

* June 18, 3-9 p.m. -

Hayti Heritage Center, 804
0Old Fayetteville St.

* June 19, 1-10 p.m. -
Spectacular Magazine’s
16th annual Juneteenth,
East Main Street, down-
town.

* June 19, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. - Stagville State His-
toric Site where over 1,000
slaves were freed. Register
at www.ncdcr.gov/june-
teenth.

CHAPEL HILL

* June 18-19 - inaugural
Chapel Hill-Carrboro June-
teenth Celebration. Most
events are virtual, with a
few in-person or hybrid:

- June 18, 7 p.m. - per-
formances by poets laure-
ate CJ Suitt and Fred
Joiner, and country music
singer Rissi Palmer. Au-
thor Annette Gordon-Reed
will discuss her new book
“On Juneteenth.”

- June 19, 4 p.m. - res-
idents are invited to dec-
orate vehicles and join the
motorcade through histo-
ric Black neighborhoods.
Other performances, both
online and in-person, dur-
ing the two-day event.
Visit chapelhillcarrboro-
juneteenth.com.

Day 2 Day Dads program
helps men be better dads

Continued from page 1A

education. We help par-
ents of preschoolers pre-
pare for school readiness,
we help families with juve-
niles involved in the juve-
nile justice system,” said
Derrick Byrd, a co-founder
and executive director.

The FRCSA received a
five-year $5 million grant
from the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Re-
sources in 2015 to estab-
lish the Day 2 Day Dads
program serving Wake,
Durham, and Edgecombe
counties. Although the
grant ended in September,
the Center, which receives
state and federal funding,
will continue to provide
the program with support
from Wake County Human
Services.

“There is such a void
when it comes to pro-
grams that are specific to
dads, so we were very ex-
cited because we were the
only ones in North Caro-
lina to receive a grant to be
able to institutionalize
some infrastructure that
would be available to dads
throughout the Triangle
area. Throughout the
years, we've been able to
provide a number of dif-
ferent services to dads.
We've served close to a
thousand fathers in five

years,” Byrd said.

The program, which is
free, is based on a 12-ses-
sion curriculum that in-
cludes Inside Out Dad for
fathers who are or have
been incarcerated; 24/7
Dad for fathers in the
community; Love Notes
for young fathers ages 16
to 24; and Strengthening
Families Program for
fathers and their families.
The program also pro-
vides information about
domestic and family vio-
lence, teen dating vio-
lence, child abuse and
neglect, child support, vis-
itation, job readiness
skills, and job placement
assistance. There are
group sessions, one-on-
one training, and a father-
hood support group that
meets monthly.

“We talk about many dif-
ferent topics in the curri-
culum. We talk about what
it means to be a man, co-
parenting, grief and loss
and anger, child and ad-
olescent development,
men’s health. One of the
things we’ve found is that
usually by the fourth ses-
sion the guys are really en-
gaged and into it. What it
does is help to create a
very safe space for men
and fathers to be able to
share and understand that
they are not alone in some

of the challenges and bar-
riers that they are experi-
encing,” Byrd said.

Yarborough said the
classes are helping him
improve his parenting
skills and learning how to
relate to each child indi-
vidually. ‘“I've learned
we'’re all going to make
mistakes in life. Your kids
are going to always look
up to you, they’re going to
always be there watching
the things that you do, so
it made me reevaluate my-
self. T kind of turned ev-
erything that was a
negative into a positive,”
he said.

Yarborough rec-
ommends the program to
other fathers who may be
struggling or facing chal-
lenges. “The people there
are really willing to help
you no matter what issues
you have,” he said.

The FRCSA will hold its
annual N.C. Fatherhood
Conference on June 19.
The virtual conference is
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30
p-m. There will be guest
speakers, informative
workshops, and the father
of the year will be recog-
nized.

Youth over 13 may at-

tend. For more infor-
mation, go to
ncfatherhood.com or
frcsa.org.
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An arlist's drawing of the new $4 miillion entrepreneurial hub in SE Raleigh.

Business hub brings
entrepreneurs home

Continuved from page 1A
1998 when he and his wife
Wonza started F7. His port-
folio includes Statue Side
Business Park at Rock
Quarry Road; Elder’s Peak
independent living com-
munity on Creech Road;
and cultural commerce
centers on Rock Quarry
Road, and in Apex, Fay-
etteville, and Greensboro.
F7 also is completing its
own affordable housing
project off Raleigh Boule-
vard, and has partnered
with Saint Augustine’s Uni-
versity’s CDC to develop
Falcon’s Point, a mixed-use
development on Tarboro

Road.

Montague also is a mi-
nority business leader with
the project team for the
$2.2 Dbillion Downtown
South project in the South
Saunders Street and 1-440
corridor.

The design and construc-
tion of Montague Plaza will
be overseen by Bobbitt, a
Raleigh-based general con-
tracting firm known for its
work across the Carolinas,
including several projects
already in the F7 portfolio.
Bobbitt also will lead
hands-on, laboratory-style
training for youth in the
trades of carpentry, brick

masonry, plumbing, and
electricity.

Several local businesses
have already committed to
open shops in the plaza.
Among them are an educa-
tional STEM program for
students and young adults;
Einnaf Cosmetic, offering
sales and marketing train-
ing; Crowned by Luxury;
Ism Music Studio; KCSSU;
Griffis Barbershop; Out-
erskin2; Phoenix Physical
Therapy; Jerk Masters Ja-
maican Restaurant; Dr. A.
Shepherd Concierge Serv-
ice; and University Luxury
Rental Cars.
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Kenya Moore-Kerr

WCPSS

Wake Young Women’s
Leadership Academy wins
over skeptic

Continued from page 1A
pus.”

Getting over that one
stumbling block proved to
be fortuitous. Due to her
strong academic perform-
ance and the many oppor-
tunities  WYWLA  has
provided, Taylor received
the prestigious Dovey
Johnson Roundtree Schol-
arship to Spelman College
in Atlanta. It is a full four-
year scholarship worth
$178,240. (She was also of-
fered a full scholarship to
N.C. Central University, the
Cheatham-White scholar-
ship. In all, her scholarship
offers totaled $387,354.)

“Taylor is not only a
leader,” says dean of stu-
dents Katie di Carlo. “She is
a creator and innovator.
She has held nearly every
leadership position at our
school, served as the first
editor-in-chief of our year-
book, and founded one of
our service clubs, Junior
Civitans.

When I think of an OWL
(our mascot is an OWL:
Outstanding Woman
Leader), the first student I
think of is Taylor.”

On top of that, Taylor has
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found time to work at
McDonald’s (where she
was named employee of
the month) and Kohl’s, as
well as at TheGifted Arts,
Inc. as a social media mar-
keting intern. Through her
school, she also has had
the opportunity to partici-
pate in mentorship pro-
grams at Cisco and at a
small nonprofit, CliniSpan,
that conducts clinical
trials.

Oh, and thanks to a few
AP courses and numerous
courses taken at SAU, Tay-
lor will head to Spelman
with 42 college credit
hours already completed.
When asked if it was in-
timidating to sit in classes
with college students, Tay-
lor said, “I felt like WYWLA
overprepared us. I felt like
my high school classes
were harder than my col-
lege classes. The profes-
sors sometimes expect
more from us even than
the regular college stu-
dents. When we go on cam-

pus, we are there to
represent our Early Col-
lege.”

Taylor will head to Spel-
man intending to study

.
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psychology.  Ultimately,
she would like to become a
psychiatrist who works in
the criminal justice sys-
tem. She and her mother
both recognize the many
ways WYWLA set her on
this path, and they both
recommend any female
student in Wake County
consider applying. “I
would say just try it,” Tay-
lor says. “If I would have
never tried it, I would have
never had some of these
amazing opportunities that
I have had or been able to
earn all of these college
credits.”

Moore-Kerr has the
added advantage of being
an educator herself, giving
her a unique perspective
on all the benefits of the
school.

“To see it through an
educator lens and a parent
lens, for us it was the per-
fect scenario for Taylor,”
she says. “I always tell
them, we did our work as
parents, and they really,
really had the same vision
for her, and they pushed
her to just become better.
It really is a gem of a
school.”
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Aja Pumell-Mitchell, background, with her three children: Carlier, 14; Kyra, 15, and Kyla,
13, at alocal food hub in Durham.
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Another COVID side

summer school

Continued from page 1A
since the outbreak took
hold in the spring of 2020.

Across the U.S., more
children than ever before
could be in classrooms for
summer school this year to
make up for lost learning
during the outbreak, which
caused monumental dis-
ruptions in education.
School districts nationwide
are  expanding  their
summer programs and of-
fering bonuses to get
teachers to take part.

Under the most recent
federal pandemic relief
package, the Biden admin-
istration is requiring states
to devote some of the bil-
lions of dollars to summer
programs. The U.S. Educa-
tion Department said it is
too early to know how
many students will sign
up. But the number is all
but certain to exceed the
estimated 3.3 million who
went to mandatory or op-
tional summer school in
2019, before the pan-
demic. “It’s an understate-
ment to say the needs are
greater this year,” said Kal-
man Hettleman, an educa-
tion policy analyst in
Maryland.

In North Carolina, Pur-
nell-Mitchell’s children will
have access to five or six
weeks of full-day programs
that include academics and
activities like sports or
music. Districts also will
provide transportation and
meals, thanks to the influx
of federal spending. Under
a unanimously passed
North Carolina law, the
nearly 1 in 4 students
deemed to be in danger of
falling behind — about
200,000 students state-
wide — are being given pri-
ority for summer school,
with extra slots open to
others who want them.
Some districts are inviting
all of their students.

School systems must de-
vote some of the federal
funding to deal with
COVID-19’s disproportion-
ate effect on students from
poor families, those whose
first language is not Eng-
lish, members of minority
groups and those who are
homeless or in foster care.
The expanded programs
around the country have
greatly increased the need
not only for teachers but
for bus drivers, custodians
and cafeteria employees.

Some North Carolina

effect: Many kids head to

teachers will get a $1,200
bonus. There are also bo-
nuses for teachers in cer-
tain grades whose students
show improvement in
reading and math. Else-
where, a district in Ander-
son, South Carolina, has
nearly doubled teachers’
summer school pay to $60
an hour.

Purnell-Mitchell said her
children had different rea-
sons for wanting to go to
school this summer. Her
older daughter, Kyra Mit-
chell, who has autism,
missed the one-on-one in-
teraction with teachers that
helps her learn, while Kyla
Mitchell did well remotely
but wasn’t able to make
new friends and socialize.
Her son, Cartier Mitchell,
said he had had enough
time off and was ready to
go back.

“I think it’s going to give
them some of the mile-
stone markers that they
might have missed and
give them a better outlook
for going into the doors” in
the fall, Purnell-Mitchell
said, "instead of feeling
like they’ve lost a year and
a half of knowing what
they’re doing.”
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Triangle real estate market
explodes in wake of pandemic

By Jennifer Bringle
CAROLINA PUBLIC PRESS

One of the most unex-
pected effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic has
been its impact on housing
in the United States. Short-
ages of homebuilding ma-
terials due to factory
shutdowns and other
supply chain disruptions
have made the price of
lumber and other supplies
soar to record highs — if
they’re available at all. And
a shortage of available
housing, coupled with high
demand, means it’'s a
seller’'s  market, with
homes staying on the mar-
ket for a short period and
often going for more than
the asking price.

Given the dramatic shift
in inventory because of the
pandemic, some buyers
are left wondering if the
rollout of the COVID-19
vaccine and people moving
about more freely with
many of the pandemic
safety protocols being re-
scinded could mean
another shift in the North
Carolina real estate market.
The short answer: It looks
unlikely to change anytime
soon. While COVID -cer-
tainly has made an impact,
the current market is the
product of a long-brewing
stew of factors, real estate
agents say.

“I think the housing mar-
ket is hot because of issues
that have been growing for
years,” said real estate
agent Jason Bragg, who is
an agent with Leonard
Ryden Burr Real Estate.
“We haven’t been building
enough housing in recent
years; they didn’t build
enough housing during the
recession, and it’s going to
take a long time to build up
enough homes to meet the
demand.”

What’s driving that de-
mand? One factor is the
growing popularity of
North Carolina as a reloca-
tion destination. Cities like
Charlotte and Raleigh rou-
tinely show up on lists like

U.S. News & World Report’s
Best Places to Live, ranking
No. 6 and No. 11, respec-
tively, for 2021. And while
those lists can be arbitrary,
data from moving com-
panies backs up the hype.
North Carolina ranked No.
6 among the top states for
inbound moves, according
to the study. A similar
study conducted by Atlas
Van Lines ranked North
Carolina at No. 2 for in-
bound moves.

Announcements about
companies like Apple and
Google moving some oper-
ations to the Triangle are
expected to drive up hous-
ing costs in markets where
affordable housing is al-
ready limited. And, in the
wake of COVID, the flight
of people from densely
populated cities in states
like New York and New Jer-
sey has been fueled by fear
of virus transmission, as
well as newfound flexibility
thanks to work-from-home
policies. For those who’ve
transitioned to permanent
work-from-home status,
the freedom to ditch high
rents or mortgage costs in
major cities for more af-
fordable locales like North
Carolina has proved tempt-
ing.

“For a lot of people, the
idea of retiring to the beach
was something they’d have
to wait on, but if you have
the right job, you can still
retire 20 years down the
road, but you can live
where you want to be right
now,” said Mark Bushnell,
senior vice president of ex-
ternal affairs for the N.C.
Realtors Association. “And
Wilmington, not coinciden-
tally, is one of the hot spots
for that.”

While the pandemic trig-
gered spikes in unemploy-
ment and financial ruin for
some, those whose jobs
weren’t negatively im-
pacted are finding them-
selves with more cash to
spend after a year off from
travel, dining out and
spending money on con-
certs and other events. “It’s

been a tale of two econ-
omies,” said Brett Bushnell,
Realtor and owner, Tri
Local Realty LLC in Chapel
Hill. “Folks who work in the
service industry got dec-
imated in the last 15
months, and those who
didn’t work in service, their
personal balance sheets
seem to be in better shape.
So, even if they start to
spend money again on
travel, they may have been
able to pay down some
debt during the pandemic.”

For those who’ve been
able to reduce debt or save
during the pandemic, that
means more available
funds for down payments
and above-asking offers —
a good determinant of the
stability of a hot real estate
market. “The amount of
the average down payment
we're seeing is 22% to 23%,
which is one of the stron-
gest in the country,” Bush-
nell said. “That makes the
market here less suscep-
tible to downturning be-
cause of the equity
position.”

While builders can’t an-
ticipate their costs, home-
buyers know they can
secure mortgage loans for
some of the lowest rates in
recent history. But with the

threat of rate increases
later this year, it’s possible
buyers will be less likely to
take the plunge at a higher
interest rate.

With the fall and winter
generally bringing a slow-
down in home listings and
sales, that, combined with
a mostly vaccinated pop-
ulation ready to travel and
see loved ones, could spell
a cooling of the real estate
market as the year wears
on. But until material short-
ages are worked out and
homebuilding can return to
a more normal rate, real es-
tate agents said don’t ex-
pect to see a significant
change in the home market
in North Carolina.

“In the short term, this
fall and winter, we might
see some people being dis-
tracted with getting back to
holiday activities and going
to see grandma and stuff
like that,” Bragg said.
“There may be a little bit of
a slowdown this fall, but
nothing that would slow
the market down enough
to keep prices from staying
in the range they’re in now.
I think we’re going to be
like this for a while because
there are so few homes on
the market.”

GOP lawmakers
can’t join NC
voter ID lawsuit

By Gary D. Robertson

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

RALEIGH A judge
didn’t step over the line
when she refused to let
North Carolina’s legislative
leaders formally defend
the state’s latest photo
identification voting law
with other state govern-
ment attorneys, a federal
appeals court ruled Mon-
day.

A majority of the 15
judges on the 4th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals
upheld 2019 decisions by
District Judge Loretta Biggs
preventing House Speaker
Tim Moore and Senate
leader Phil Berger from be-
coming defendants in a
race-bias lawsuit filed by
the state NAACP and sev-
eral local chapters. Barring
a reversal by the U.S. Su-
preme Court, lawyers for
legislative leaders who
helped pass the 2018 law
won’t be able to argue for
it at a trial set to begin next
January.

Nine of the judges agreed
that Biggs didn’t abuse her
discretion with her deci-
sion. Biggs found no ev-
idence that lawyers from
Attorney General Josh
Stein’s office — represent-
ing State Board of Elections
members, the named de-
fendants in the lawsuit —
were inadequately defend-
ing the law on their own.

Writing the majority
opinion, Circuit Judge
Pamela Harris said that the
lower court properly fol-
lowed federal rules in de-
termining whether Berger
and Moore should be al-
lowed to intervene. The
legislators’ “purported in-
terest in defending (the
law) on behalf of the state
of North Carolina was
adequately represented al-
ready by the State Board of
Elections and attorney gen-
eral,” Harris wrote.

Republicans have said
they should be allowed to

~——— COMMITTED TO —
HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES

IN ALL 100 COUNTIES

defend a law they ap-
proved. They've also
pointed to Stein’s previous
opposition to a voter ID law
and his office’s defense of
the current law in a similar
state court lawsuit in April
as proof GOP legislative
leaders need to get in-
volved. There’s been no
verdict in the state lawsuit.

Harris wrote that Stein, a
Democrat, expressing
views at odds with the law
in the past “is no ground
for a federal court to infer
that he would abdicate his
official duty to the state by
subterfuge, mounting a
sham defense of the stat-
ute.”

The entire appeals court,
based in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, agreed to hear the ar-
guments after a majority
on a three-judge panel de-
clared last summer that
Biggs hadn’t scrutinized
the matter properly and
told her to try again. The
NAACP’s lawyers asked
that the full appeals court
weigh in. The civil rights
group is pleased with Mon-
day’s  decision, state
NAACP president the Rev.
Anthony Spearman said in
an emailed statement. In
such legal matters, “there
is an attorney general
elected by the people and
assigned by the constitu-
tion to perform this duty,”
he added.

The six dissenting ap-
peals court judges wrote
three opinions among
them. Biggs failed to con-
sider a North Carolina law
that requests a federal
court allow both the legis-
lative and  executive
branches to participate in
lawsuits challenging a state
law, Circuit Judge Marvin
Quattlebaum wrote. “Al-
though federal courts need
not completely defer to
that public policy decision,
the district court cannot
fail to give the state’s

Please see LAWSUIT/5A

North Carolinians should be able to lead healthier lives wherever they

call home. That's why we've helped expand affordable, high-quality

primary and behavioral health care to our state’s 80 rural counties and

provide new online programs for members to quit smoking or reverse

type 2 diabetes from anywhere. By working to improve access, we're

bringing better health closer to every community.

BlueCrossNC.com/Transform

A

TO TRANSFORM HEALTH CARE.

® Marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. U37817C, 5/2021
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HEALTH SERVICES

Denied Social Security Disabilitye Appeal! If you're
50+, filed SSD and denied, our aftorneys can help! Win
or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent work history needed.
877-553-0252 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal
Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available. Call:833-987-0207

HOME REPAIR

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again!
Complete Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 877-544-1736

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
.LOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Leaf Filter

PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% = 10%

OFF
YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS
MILITARY'

5 % OFF WE INSTALL

YEAR-ROUND!
TO THE FIRST 50

caLLersonLy [ © [t |

; * x *
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!'
r Promo Code: 285
4 Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

W) FkEE‘ ESP(\.\XR‘%E 1-877-649-1190

HOME SECURITY

Seeing is believing.
Get 2 security cameras installed FREE".

ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved
ones are safe — whether you're out and about or in the next room.

2 cameras
installed

FREE

“Requires a 36-month monitoring contract. Minimum purchase of $599 and upgrade required,
Early term. and installation fees apply. For full terms and pricing see reverse.

$200 value

FREE

$200 value

FREE

Call today to speak with a
home security expert
1-844-850-9218 . Offer expires: 7/15/2021

*ADT Video Doorbell AND Outdoor C i 36-month tarting ot $56.99/mo. with QSP (24 contractin
Californo, totalfees from $1367.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. Offer includ f one (1) video doorbell AND one (1) outdoor camera with minimum purchase
prce of $599 after promo s applied depending on geographic location. Applicable taxes extra. Upon early termination by Customer, ADT may charge 75% of the monthly senvice
charges due for the balance of the initial contract term, Quality Service Plan (QSP) is ADT's Extended Limited Warranty. Service and installation charges vary depending on system
configuration, equipment, and services selected. Expires 7/15/2021,

General: Additional charges muy apply in areas that leqwe quard response sevice for municipal alorm veifcaton. System remins pmpeny of ADT. Local permit fees may be
required.P h g deposit may b d.Simi

screen images and photos are ¢o| |I\ustm(we pulposes on\y

©2021 ADTLLC dba ADTSecumy Services, A\Inghts reserved. ADT the ADHngo 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names lsted in this document are marks and/or registered
marks. Unauth the property of their License it lable at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 800.
ADT.ASAP. CA ACOT1SS, 974443, PPOIZGZBB [ EFDUOHZW LAF1639, Fl640, F1643, F1654, FMSS MA172C; NC Licensed by the Alorm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North
Caroling, 753572, 7561P2, 7562P10, 75637, 75651, 75669, 7564P4; NY 12000305615; PA 09079, MS 15019511, DF-CD-NP-Q221

INSURANCE

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50 to 80). No
medical exam. Affordable premiums never increase.
Benefits never decrease. Policy will only be cancelled
for non-payment. 833-380-1218

INTERNET

Finally! Satellite Internet

With No Hard Data Limits!
And FREE Standard Installation!”

Limited Time Offer. Restrictions may apply.

“You can ge
High-Speed Internet
wherever you live!”

Plans starting at

1 -877- 313 1415

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company. Restrictions apply. Callfor details.

JOBS WANTED

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical Community College is

now accepting applications for the following
positions: Department Chair Healthcare
Management Technology. Department Chair

Business Administration/Operations Management and
Leadership Studies. Medical Laboratory Technology
Instructor. For detailed information and to apply,
please  visit our employment portal at:
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/ Human
Resources OfficePhone: (910) 678-7342Internet:
http://www.faytechcc.edu. An Equal Opportunity
Employer.

MISC/SALE

BRING EVERYTHING
YOU LOVETOGETHER! ~ =+19:22

2-YEARTV PRICE GUARANTEE

$ America’s Top 120 Package
64 190 CHANNELS
for]ZMos Including Local Channels!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card promo Code:DisH100

1 -855-376‘8603 0fferends7/14/21 adtirost

qualfication, 24 with early Duofor Hopper,
Hopper wSling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. mor yappl

MISCELLANEOUS

Donate your car, truck or van. Help veterans find jobs
or start a business. Call Patriotic Hearts Foundation.
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-deduction. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-866-955-1516

Blazing Fast
Internet!

ADD TO 'YOUR PACKAGE FOR DNLV

Saving a Life froma potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

I live

alone

but I’'m never alone.
| have Life Alert®

Life Alert
For a FREE brochure call:

1-844-902-2362

GENERAC
__

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-938-0700

FRE

Limited Time Offer -

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Call for Details

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. If you have suffered a
serious injury in an auto accident, call us! Our
attorneys have the experience to get you the full
compensation you deserve! Call Now: 844-545-8296

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Distribution. Call for Your
Free Author's Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/press

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, RUNNING OR NOT!! FAST FREE
PICKUP. Maximum tax deduction. Support United
Breast Cancer Fdn programs. Your car donation
could save a life. 888-641-9690

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop Creditor Harassment,
Collection Calls, Repossession and Legal Actions!
Speak to a Professional Attorney and Get the Help
You NEED! Call NOW 844-404-0601

Become a published author! Publications sold at all
major secular & specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christion  Faith Publishing for your FREE author
submission kit. 1-855-658-2057

SERVICES

AtaTbV
Best of Live TV
& On Demand

No annual
contract required

o3 Friends el izsly o | R ki

Aurlh v Sheare s 2 sepntely

CHOICE" Pac} ‘“9 ¢ The price you see is the price you pay. No hidden fees.
S 8 4 mo v NOW getunlimited hours of Cloud DVR recordingsfor §10/mo
v Stream on 20 devices at once in your home—including your
See below for details. TVs, tablets, smartphones and other connected devices.?

Call your AT&T Dealer today!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

(855) 548-9839

AT&T
Preferred
Dealer

nregd Al o e

ROSE PARADE & LOS ANGELES TOUR
5 days, departs December 29, 2021

Los Angeles - Pasadena — Immerse yourself in the pomp
and circumstance of the 133rd Rose Parade with pre-
parade viewing of the floats, dinner with the Tournament
of Roses Committee, and grandstand seating to see the
parade up close. You'll enjoy 5 days in Los Angeles, and
enjoy one of the world’s most memorable New Year’s
celebrations.

promo code N7017

1-855-874-7693

fundabl

« AWE R
vacations

»
yspi D lond tou . Prices are perp

occupancy plus $199i i pply. Add- bl ,O/fr

Otherterms & condtions may apply. Ask your Travel Consuttant for detas.

made by 6/3021.
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Overturn Dylann Roof’s
death sentence — for me,
not for him

By Sharon Risher
RELIGION NEWS SERVICE

The most famous person
currently on federal death
row is in the news again.
Last week, lawyers for Dy-
lann Roof, a white suprem-
acist who murdered my
mother, two cousins and
six others in the Mother
Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston, South Carolina,
because they were Black,
argued the first appeal of
his conviction and death
sentence.

Six years after the shoot-
ing, we’re talking again
about a racist mass Kkiller,
hearing his name over and
over. Here are the names
we should be remember-
ing: the Rev. Sharonda
Coleman-Singleton,  De-
payne Middleton Doctor,
Cynthia Hurd, Susie Jack-

son, Ethel Lance (my
mother), the Rev. Clementa
Pinckney, Tywanza

Sanders, the Rev. Daniel
Simmons and Myra
Thompson.

I have no complaint that
our legal system requires
that every death sentence
be extensively reviewed,
even when there is no
question about the killer’s
guilt. Appeals are vitally
important because we
must make sure that we get
it right. God only knows
how many times we’ve
gotten it wrong, not only
about actual guilt, but

about culpability. Mental
health is a valid concern,
and I know that the man
who killed my mother is
not of a sound mind.

But for a few days now I
have been returned to a
space of heavy lament. I
didn’t understand at first
exactly why I was feeling so
awful, but for survivors,
appeals turn out to be the
worst torture imaginable.
Every time this case is in
the news, I am brought
right back to that terrible
day and the searing pain of
the weeks, months and
years that have followed. It
is awful.

Despite this pain and the
damage done to my family,
and possibly because of it,
I reject the death penalty. I
am aware that racism and
other unfairnesses taint the
criminal legal system in the
United States; there are
many other reasons to op-
pose capital punishment.
But I know I am called to
this work of ending it be-
cause these years of ap-
peals can only Dbe
shortened if we abolish the
death penalty altogether.

Without a death sentence,
as I understand, there is
just one appeal, after which
we never have to hear the
killer’s name again. With a
death sentence, it is as if
the victim’s family is on
death row, too. We do not
deserve to live in limbo,
waiting decades instead of

just a year or two for final-
ity in the criminal proceed-
ings for the person who
killed our loved ones.

Whatever happens le-
gally, I know that this killer
will never be free. For me
that is enough. As a Chris-
tian, I also know what my
faith teaches and I am
grateful for the strength I
get from Jesus. After wres-
tling with it for several
years, I forgave him. In
doing so, I was able to re-
lease myself from the out-
rage and hatred that was
consuming me with a de-
sire for revenge. Now I wish
our government would also
give up on revenge. We're
only on the first round of
appeals. How much longer
will this go on?

I want his death sentence
to be overturned, not for
him, but for me. We can be
safe from people who hurt
and kill others without ex-
ecutions. I know not all will
agree with me, but from my
perspective, ending the
death penalty is the best
thing we can do to help
murder victim families
heal.

The Rev. Sharon Risher
lives in Charlotte, and is a
leading spokesperson with
Death Penalty Action, which
is working to pass
HR262/SB582, the Federal
Death Penalty Prohibition
Act of 2021.

Acapella rendition of Black
national anthem released
for Black Music Month

was in the theater depart-

By Bill Carpenter
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Pop-Gospel group Bran-
don Camphor & One Way
have recorded a brilliant
acapella rendition of the
Black national anthem,
“Lift Every Voice and Sing,”
in celebration of Black
Music Month. “It’s not only
an anthem,” says Cam-
phor. “It’s also a prayer of
thanksgiving to God for
His faithfulness and our
freedom. That’s what in-
spired us to record it.”

Three of the Washington,
D.C.-based foursome of
Julia McMillan, Fred Cleve-
land, Angela Marie Jones,
and group leader, Brandon
Camphor, have been sing-
ing the song since their
days as students at the
Duke Ellington School for
the Performing  Arts.
“Angela and I were in the
school choir together, Fred

ment,” Camphor recalls.
“We sang that at almost
every school concert.”

The audio and a music
video of the 2-minute ren-
dition was released to
Apple Music, iTunes, and
YouTube on June 4. “After
the great response to our
acapella "Happy Birthday,
Jesus’ Christmas song last
year, we realized that
people really liked hearing
us deliver acapella music,”
Camphor adds. “It’s also a
way to showcase the
group’s vocal ability, har-
mony, and style.”

The song was composed
by James Weldon Johnson
as a poem in 1900. His
brother, J. Rosamond
Johnson, set it to music in
1905 in recognition of
Abraham Lincoln’s birth-
day. In 1919, the NAACP
proclaimed it the Negro na-
tional anthem. Over the

years, the song has res-
onated with new genera-
tions.

It's referenced in Maya
Angelou’s 1969 autobiog-
raphy, “I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings.” Motown
legend Kim Weston opened
the WattStax concert film
with her take on it. Bran-
ford Marsalis’ rendition
was featured in Spike Lee’s
1989 film, “Do the Right
Thing.” Melba Moore com-
mandeered an all-star ver-
sion n 1990 with a host of
R&B stars. Beyoncé per-
formed it at Coachella in
2018.

Over the last decade, the
group has earned four Bill-
board Top 30 chart hits
with the songs, “God of
Mercy,” “His Name,” “You
Are God,” and their biggest
hit yet, “I Choose You,”
which peaked at No. 21 on
the Gospel Airplay chart in
2015.

Continued from page 3A

vene too high.

tution.

GOP lawmakers can’t
join NC voter ID lawsuit

choice any weight,” Quattlebaum wrote, adding that Biggs also set the bar to inter-

GOP Sen. Danny Britt of Robeson County said in a news release that the legislature
“has zero confidence” in Stein to defend the law in court and that Republicans will
monitor closely Stein’s actions in the case going forward. Stein spokesperson Naz-
neen Ahmed said the attorney general’s office “will continue to vigorously defend
the state in every matter we handle in accordance with the law.”

Quattlebaum and Harris were on another three-judge panel that declared unani-
mously last December that Biggs wrongly blocked the 2018 voter ID law from being
carried out before the trial because she said there was a strong likelihood that the
NAACP’s lawsuit would be successful. Those appeals judges decided Biggs erred
when declaring the photo ID mandate was tainted by racial bias largely because a
2013 voter ID law had been struck down on similar grounds. The 2018 law was
enacted a month after voters agreed to add a voter ID provision to the state consti-
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RALEIGH

PLAY

Radio Golf, a play by Au-
gust Wilson, will be per-
formed June 11-27, Pure
Life Theatre, 3801 Hills-
borough St. Visit purelife-
theatre.com.

FESTIVAL

NC Hops Festival is June
12-13, State Fairgrounds,
1025 Blue Ridge Road.
Tickets at shoplocalra-
leigh.org.

FORUM

Livable Raleigh will host
a virtual forum on Tax In-
crement Grants June 14, 7
p.m. Register on Zoom.

REGGAE

Rhythms of Reggae &
Rum Punch tasting is June
16, 6:30-9 p.m., The Wright
Village, 420 Hubert St. Reg-
ister on eventbrite.com.

PLAY

Mike Wiley will perform
Howard Craft’s new play,
“The Fire of Freedom,”
June 18-20, Theatre Ra-
leigh, 6638 Old Wake For-
est Road. Visit
theatreraleigh.com.

BLOCK PARTY

BlackDollarNC will host
its second Shopper’s Block
Party 2021 June 19, 10 am.
to 8 p.m., corner of Blount
and Cabarrus streets.

CONFERENCE

NC Fatherhood confer-
ence is June 19 virtually.
Visit ncfatherhood.com.

CAMPAIGN

Poor People’s Campaign
will hold a hybrid mass as-
sembly June 21, 5:30 p.m.,
Halifax Mall, 300 N. Salis-
bury St. Visit www.3rdRe-
construction.org.

FOOD

NCDHHS will extend its
food assistance program
through the summer. Visit
www.ncdhhs.gov/PEBT.

CARY

GRANTS

CCME Foundation is ac-
cepting applications from
nonprofits in the health
care field for one-year
grants. Visit online.founda-
tionsource.com. Deadline:
June 15.

DURHAM

DANCE:

* Empower Dance Studio
will host a Dance is Life Re-
cital June 15, 6 p.m., Histo-
ric Durham Bulls Athletic
Park, 500 W. Corporation
St. Tickets at www.event-
brite.com.

* American Dance Festi-
val will host two evenings
of dance, film and music
June 15-16, 7:30 p.m., Dur-
ham’s Mystic Farm & Dis-
tillery, 1212 N. Mineral

Springs Rd. Tickets at
americandancefestival.org.

HBCUs

North Carolina Legis-
lative Black Caucus Foun-
dation will host its annual
HBCU scholarship event
virtually on June 17, 5-7
p.m.. The theme is “HBCUs:
Continuing to Pave the
Way.” Register on
www.eventbrite.com.

FESTIVAL

Nappy Luv Festival is
June 18, 9 p.m. to 2 am,,
506 E. Ramseur St., Suite 4.
Register at eventbrite.com.

WHEELS

Bull City Reels on Wheels
is June 18, 8-11 p.m., Dur-
ham Co. Memorial Sta-
dium. Tickets at
www.dprplaymore.org.

JUNETEENTH

Most City of Durham of-
fices will be closed June 18
in honor of Juneteenth.

MISC.

SCHOLARSHIPS

* American College of
Education is offering two
full education scholarships
to HBCU graduates for a
master’s and a doctoral de-
gree. Contact:
Jacqui.cook@ace.edu.
Deadline: June 20.

BOOK

AMERICAN ON FIRE

By Elizabeth Hinton

Liveright Publishing,
$29.95 HC

What began in spring
2020 as local protests in
response
to the kill-
ing of
George
Floyd by
Minneapo-
lis police
quickly
exploded
into a
massive
nationwide = movement.
Millions of mostly young
people defiantly flooded
into the nation’s streets,
demanding an end to po-
lice brutality and to the
broader, systemic repres-
sion of Black people and
other people of color.

To many observers, the
protests appeared to be
without precedent in their
scale and persistence. Yet,
as the acclaimed historian
Elizabeth Hinton demon-
strates in “America on
Fire,” the events of 2020
had clear precursors and
any attempt to understand
our current crisis requires
a reckoning with the re-
cent past.

Even in the aftermath of
Donald Trump, many
Americans consider the
decades since the civil
rights movement in the
mid-1960s as a story of
progress toward greater
inclusiveness and equal-

ELILABETH HINTON

ity.

Hinton’s sweeping narra-
tive uncovers an alto-
gether different history,
taking us on a troubling
journey from Detroit in
1967 and Miami in 1980 to
Los Angeles in 1992 and
beyond to chart the per-
sistence of structural rac-
ism and one of its primary
consequences, the so-
called urban riot.

Hinton offers a critical
corrective: the word riot
was nothing less than a
racist trope applied to
events that can only be
properly understood as re-
bellions - explosions of
collective resistance to an
unequal and violent order.
As she suggests, if rebel-
lion and the conditions
that precipitated it never
disappeared, the optimis-
tic story of a post-Jim
Crow United States no
longer holds.

Black rebellion, “America
on Fire” powerfully illus-
trates, was born in re-
sponse to poverty and
exclusion, but most imme-
diately in reaction to po-
lice violence. In 1968,
President Lyndon Johnson
launched the “War on
Crime,” sending mili-
tarized police forces into
impoverished Black neigh-
borhoods. Facing increas-
ing surveillance and
brutality, residents threw
rocks and Molotov cock-
tails at officers, plundered
local businesses, and van-
dalized exploitative insti-

tutions. Hinton draws on
exclusive sources to un-
cover a previously hidden
geography of violence in
smaller American cities -
from York, Pennsylvania,
to Cairo, Illinois, to Stock-
ton, California.

The central lesson from
these eruptions — that po-
lice violence invariably
leads to community vio-
lence — continues to es-
cape policymakers, who
respond by further crim-
inalizing entire groups in-
stead of addressing
underlying socioeconomic
causes. The results are the
hugely expanded policing
and prison regimes that
shape the lives of so many
Americans today. Present-
ing a new framework for
understanding our na-
tion’s enduring strife,
“America on Fire” is also a
warning: rebellions will
surely continue unless po-
lice are no longer called on

to manage the con-
sequences of dismal con-
ditions beyond their

control, and until an op-
pressive system is finally
remade on the principles
of justice and equality.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Hinton is associate profes-
sor of history and African
American studies at Yale
University and a professor
of law at Yale Law School.
The author of “From the
War on Poverty to the War
on Crime,” she lives in New
Haven, Connecticut.

MOVIE REVIEW

‘In the Heights’ showcases Latinx community

By Dwight Brown
NNPA NEWS WIRE

Once upon a time, in
Nueva York, the streets of
Washington Heights were
paved with Latinx res-
idents who dreamed of a
better life. That's the
premise of the Tony
Award-winning Broadway
musical “In the Heights”
by Lin-Manuel Miranda.
That same spirit propels
this over-the top screen
adaptation. It’s entertain-
ing, jubilant but doesn’t
exhibit the same absolute
genius of Miranda’s Ham-

ilton.

Director Jon M. Chu, who
blew the roof off “Crazy
Rich Asians,” helms this
tricky project, which
bridges stage and screen.
Subtlety is not his thing.
Expect the streets of gritty
Washington Heights to
glisten with sunshine that
beams down on extras
dancing, bobbing and
weaving on cue like in any
music video. Add in a
scene that uses animated
images of golf clubs and
baseball bats. Toss in a
plethora of subplots with
various characters trying

to reach their goals and the
shenanigans get a bit hec-
tic. Oddly, the film’s most
striking moments are the
smaller ones: a couple
dancing on a building or a
beloved character tran-
sitioning. Whether you
prefer the MTV garish or
the personal, there is
plenty for everyone.
Usnavi (Anthony Ramos,
Hamilton) owns De La
Vega’s bodega. He squir-
rels away every dime he
can to follow his dream of
returning to the Dom-
inican Republic to open a
bar. He runs the shop with

his younger cousin Sonny
(Gregory Diaz IV). Usnavi’s
best friend Benny (Corey
Hawkins, BlacKkKlans-
man) is the dispatcher at a
car service company run
by Kevin Rosario (Jimmy
Smits, L.A. Law).

Benny is in love with his
boss’ daughter Nina (Leslie
Grace), who has just re-
turned from college. And
one of her best buddies is
Vanessa (Melissa Barrera,
TV’s Vida) who longs to be
a fashion designer. Now
she’s a manicurist in a hair
salon run by Daniela
(Daphne Rubin-Vega, Wild

Things), who’s moving to
the Bronx for cheaper rent.
That change has upset her
customers. Daniela is in-
credulous: “Our people
survived slavery, conquis-
tadors and genocide and
you mean you can’t sur-
vive the D train?!” (Love
the social humor.)

So many people. So
many dreams. So many
storylines. It’s easy
enough to decipher, but
further complicates a ki-
netic atmosphere. More
emphasis on the center
story of Usnavi’s personal
drama, career ambitions

and shy romances would
hook the audience’s atten-
tion even more. Instead,
viewers have lots of dis-
tractions. The most touch-
ing subplot involves the
community matriarch
Abuela Claudia, as richly
played by Olga Merediz,
who was also in the Broad-
way version. She is the
grounding force of the en-
tire production. Scenes
where neighbors gather at
her home are heartwarm-
ing.

Somebody give the cast-
ing director a bonus. These
are brilliant choices!



Saga of a
HBCU
coaching

vacancy
filled

The following is a true story.
The names have been changed
to protect the innocent.

A certain championship win-
ning basketball coach - let’s
call him John - was going
about his usual business. One
day out of the blue, he gets a
call from an athletic director at
a Division I program, asking if
he’d be interested in their
men’s basketball opening.

John knew about the va-
cancy but really had no inter-
est. This program hasn’t
finished above .500 since the
2011-12 season and doesn’t
look to be getting any better.
B-U-T, when an
AD calls you, in-
stead of the other
way around, you
got to listen,
right?

Of course, the
first question
John asks is,
“what type of fi-

BONITTA
BEST nancial package

are we talking
about?” The an-
swer surprised and intrigued
him. It was worth a considera-
tion of uprooting his family
from the south to the north.
Then the AD asked him to fill
out an application.

John balked at that. “I don’t
apply for jobs,” he replied.
“Besides, you called me.”

The AD explained that since
they were a state institution, it
was required and just a for-
mality. The job was his if he
wanted it. Still intrigued by the
package deal and a chance to
coach on the DI level, John
agrees.

As with any coaching va-
cancy, a slew of candidates ap-
plied. And when it’'s a HBCU
job, familiar names always
pop up.

One, I'll call James, has
either head coached or assis-
tant coached at about 20
HBCU schools. Every place
he’s gone, he’s either left
under “can’t talk about it” cir-
cumstances or just plain run
out of town for sticking his
nose in everybody’s business.

James is out of coaching
right now, but is inching to get
back in. When he heard that
John was the frontrunner
(there are no secrets among
coaches), he was on the phone
pitching his skills for an assis-
tant’s spot. Sucking up is what
I call it.

Another applicant, I'll call
Judas, because he was ready
to betray his employer after a
year.

Judas was fired from his pre-
vious coaching job, was hired
by a lower-level division
school as head coach but has
yet to coach a game due to the
pandemic.

However, he still received a
full paycheck and should be
grateful. Instead, all he talks
about is having ONE winning
season so he can “get back to

Division I" - a place he
couldn’t win when he was
there.

I want to tell on him so bad,
but I made a promise.

Meanwhile, John is moving
up the chart. He is now one of
three finalists for the job and
s set to meet the university
president. The AD has practi-
cally assured him the gig is
his. Word is getting around.
Colleagues are calling to con-
gratulate him on the move.
“James” is still pushing for a
spot on his staff.

Then, suddenly, the climate
changes. John still hasn’t met
with the president and now
another name on the list ap-
pears to be the frontrunner.
This candidate has none of the
experience or championships
John has, but he and the prez
are “friends.”

The congratulations stop,
the AD stutters every time she
talks to him. (Definitely a bad
sign.)

Even James has stopped his
brown-nosing. What was once
a done deal is no deal at all.

John is more annoyed than
angry. After all, he still has a
job at a place that he enjoys
working at, and they came
after him instead of vice versa.
No harm, no foul.

A couple of weeks later, the
announcement is made offi-
cial on the other guy. Oh yeah,
James calls. He’s been in con-
tact with the new guy in hopes
of getting on staff.

Never a dull moment in
HBCU sports.
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Bull City Express
Track Club surprised
with monetary gift

Academy

Academyv

Academy Sports + Outdoors and North Carolina athletics recently partnered to provide
Bull City Track Club with a $500 gift card. The track club provides fraining opportunities
with a focus on improving fithess and goal setting in a team environment. Academy
Sports + Outdooirs is the official sporting goods and outdoor retailer of the MEAC.

COLLEGE CORNER
FLORIDA AGM ATHLETICS

Morgan State aunus Phillip Carr. '

St. Augustine’s loses coaching
legend; FAMU rewards coaches

The losses just keep com-
ing in HBCU sports.

St.  Augus-
tine’s former
golf coach Law-
r e n c e
“Peaches” Cole-
man’s funeral
was Tuesday.
Coleman took
over the golf
program in
1972, one year
after he gradu-
ated, and re-
tired in 2009.
Along the way,
he guided the
Falcons to six
HBCU national
champion-
ships, including
five Division II titles and

seven CIAA championships.

In 1993, SAU defeated
Jackson State by one stroke
to win the HBCU champion-
ship. The win earned Cole-
man and the team an invite
to the White House and a
meeting with President Bill
Clinton.

Coleman is in the National
Black Golf Hall of Fame and
CIAA Hall of Fame.

More summer camps

St. Augustine’s men’s bas-
ketball will hold a team
camp June 19, 8 am. to 9
p.m., for grades nine to 12.
Contact coach MarQus
Johnson.

* A 7-on-7 football camp is
June 24-25 at 9 a.m. for
grades nine to 12. Contact

coach David Bowser.

FAMU rewards coaches

Florida A&M coaches Willie
Simmons, Robert McCullum
and Shalon Pillow were
given contract extensions.

Simmons led the Rattlers
to a 9-2 football record and
a 2019 HBCU national cham-
pionship. It was FAMU's first
winning season since 2011.
Football opted out of last
season.

McCullum was named the
2020-21 MEAC men’s bas-
ketball coach of the year
after guiding his team to the
MEAC Tournament.

Pillow was hired last
summer and has yet to
coach a game since the

Please see SAU/7A

TENNIS

Tennis
classic
honors

Ralei
legenﬁl1

RALEIGH TENNIS ASSOCIATION

Softball was Queen Hargrove's
best sport until a bet by a friend
that she couldn't hit a tennis ball.
She may have lost the bet, but
tennis was the big winner that
day.

Hargrove dedicated herself to
mastering the game of tennis
after that. Years later, and you
can still find her on the courts
having fun with a goal to not just
hit the ball but demolish it.

As Hargrove’s interest in tennis
grew, so did her desire to get
more involved in the growth of
tennis in Raleigh. Her focus be-
came helping the youth on the
southside, more specifically at
the Ebony Racquet Club, where
the funding was limited yet there
were accomplished, skilled, and
capable youth. Her passion was
to showcase those kids and to
help develop their future pro-
gress.

“Queen is the backbone and
role model for the Club, which
continues to provide a safe
haven for all kids of color and in
the Raleigh tennis community,”
says Bernice Kelly, USTA league
captain.

Billy Battle, a former Club pres-
ident and mentor to Hargrove, in-
troduced her to the operational
details and functions of the
Ebony Racquet Club. “He was al-
ways there, guiding all that
would listen to the knowledge
that he was so willing to share
and promote for the good of the
Club,” says Hargrove.

Regarding her own children,
Hargrove says she has found that
it was much easier to work, be a
wife and mother if she taught her
kids to play tennis instead of
softball or baseball. Her children
easily incorporated their
mother’s passion for tennis into
their own game and then took
that passion to another level, “as
if they were the Williams sisters.”
Hargrove attributes her chil-
dren’s success on the court to
both John Smith and Cy King, as
they were instrumental in her
kids’ tennis etiquette and correct
developmental skills.

"Queen exemplifies what tennis
really is: a fun mix of competi-
tion, skill, smarts, sportsman-
ship, and humor. And a whole lot
of love,” says Nancy King, a
teaching profession at Millbrook
Tennis Center. “Every person
who steps on the court with her
is happier when they see her...
some not as happy after she
beats them. But even the de-
feated are glad to be on a court
with her.”

The Raleigh Tennis Association
hosted a King of the Court Pro-
Am fundraiser last weekend as
part of the inaugural Cy King
Summer Classic at the Raleigh
Racquet Club and North Hills
Club. Proceeds will go to the Cy
King Community Tennis Fund,
which provides grants for local
youth tennis programs in under-
served areas.

King is a tennis legend in the
Raleigh community. He spent 30
years as the tennis director of the
Raleigh Parks & Recreation De-
partment and opened the sport
up to everyone, no matter their
economic status.
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Waterman

St. Augustine’s loses
coaching legend

Continued from page 6A
women’s program opted
out of the season. She
played under legendary
Tennessee coach Pat Sum-
mit.

ASU’s Barrington

turns pro

Albany State baseball
player Malik Barrington has
signed a contract to play
for the Birmingham Bloom-
field Beavers in the United
Shore Professional Baseball
League.

Barrington played in 27
games for ASU, allowing
116 hits and 72 runs, while
striking out 168. He is the
38th ASU player to sign a
professional contract.

“I am so proud of Malik
and what he has been able
to accomplish. This is a
great example of hard
work paying off as Malik
has been our hardest
worker and most dedicated
player the last three years,
and it has truly paid off for
him by signing a profes-
sional contract,” ASU coach

Scot Hemmings said.

Swedish title

Morgan State alumnus
Phillip Carr is getting a
championship ring. Carr is
a member of the Norrkop-
ing Dolphins who recently
won a Swedish champion-
ship.

Carr certainly did his
part, recording 28 points,
five rebounds, two blocks
and a steal in the final
game. “It took awhile, but I
finally won my first cham-
pionship and it feels amaz-
ing,” Carter wrote on
Twitter.

Del. State hires coaches

Delaware State has filled
its women’s and men’s
basketball coaching va-
cancies.

Yconda “E.C.” Hill takes
the helm of the Lady Hor-
nets. The former WNBA
player was an assistant
coach at Towson Univer-
sity the last two seasons.
Hill replaces Dave Caputo
whose contract was not re-

newed.

On the men’s side, Stan
Waterman replaces Eric
Skeeters whose contract
also was not renewed. Wa-
terman has been a high
school coach in Delaware
for the past 30 seasons.
This is his first head coach-
ing college gig.

Aggie Pride

North Carolina A&T’s
track program tacked on a
couple of prestigious
awards last weekend.
Coach Duane Ross was
named U.S. Track and Field
Cross Country Coaches As-
sociation men’s and
women’s Southeast Region
coach of the year.

Fifth-year senior Trevor
Stewart earned the region’s
men’s athlete of the year
and sophomore Cambrea
Sturgis was voted the
women’s athlete of the
year.

Not to be outdone, Ron
Garner got the men’s assis-
tant coach of the year.

BODYARMOR STATE GAMES
Jamian Johnson wins silver

STAFF REPORTS
The 2021 BODYARMOR
State Games summer

events kicked off last
weekend with sand volley-
ball, sporting clays, track
and field, and a youth
baseball qualifier taking
place throughout the Ra-
leigh-Durham area.

Jamian Johnson, with the
Jacksonville Track Elite
Club, won the silver medal
in the 11-12 boys javelin
throw with a throw of
29.10 meters. The 12-year-
old encourages more kids
his age to start throwing
the javelin.

"I was 10 when I started
throwing the Javelin," said
Jamian. "It is really fun to
do, and it helps get your
arm strength up for other
sports like baseball, foot-
ball, and basketball. It also
makes you feel like a Spar-
tan warrior, which is really
cool."

Jamian is a first-time
BODYARMOR State Game

Jamian Johnson
participant.

"My experience has been
great so far," he said. "I'm
definitely going to keep
throwing. I'm already look-
ing forward to coming
back next year."

Jamian also competed in
the 100- and 200-meter
dash, where he placed
fourth with a time of 13.97
and fifth with a time of
29.42.

Competitive swimming
opens new doors

BLACK KIDS SWIM

At 23 years old, Naomy
Grand’Pierre has reached
many milestones as a Hai-
tian American swimmer.
The Canadian-born, Amer-
ican-raised Olympic athlete
has used her platform to
inspire many young Black
swimmers to participate in
the sport, including fellow
Haitians.

Grand Pierre was first in-
troduced to swimming
after her mother witnessed
her struggling in the water
at a pool party when she
was young. Sadly, three of
her cousins drowned be-
cause they didn’t know
how to swim, and her
mother didn’t want her to
share the same fate. Just a
day later, Grand'Pierre’s
mother put her and her
four younger siblings in
swimming lessons as a
safety precaution and
eventually swimming be-
came a family sport.

Grand’Pierre spoke with
Black Kids Swim about her
journey as a swimmer and
why she decided to repre-
sent the country in the
2016 Olympics. “There
was no official swim team
back [in Haiti] in 2016,”
Grand’Pierre said. “So I was
like, not only would I be
able to pursue my dreams
and go to the Olympics,
but also be able to make a
huge impact in my family’s
country and introduce
swimming to the country.

“Now, I'm happy to say,
four years later, swimming
is a huge part of the culture
and people are talking
about it. There’s this dis-
cussion around it. A lot of
people are understanding
that there are more ways to
represent Haiti, not just
through football but also
through swimming.”

The history-making

Grand'Pierre
swimmer also said it was a
surreal experience rep-
resenting Haiti in the
Olympics internationally.
“It was just awesome to
represent an entire coun-
try, especially since it is
often portrayed negatively
in the media,” Grand Pierre
said. “To get to represent
Haiti in a way that was pos-
itive and uplifting meant
the world to me because it
meant that I was able to
help other people that are
struggling with their iden-
tity as being Haitian and
show them there’s nothing
wrong with being Haitian.”

Grand’Pierre says she is
happy that more conver-
sations are being held sur-
rounding the awareness of
drowning numbers and
statistics in Haiti. The
country is collectively
working towards improv-
ing sports development
but also safety surround-
ing the sport.

Now the star athlete is
using her platform to help

the next generation of Hai-
tian swimmers and ath-
letes achieve their dreams
through her #RoadtoTokyo
project. She has teamed up
with the Haitian Feder-
ation, and they’re working
to provide more support
for the athletes and pre-
pare them for what it’s like
to represent an entire
country. Her YouTube
channel and Vlog, The Un-
dercurrent, is a resource
for swimmers looking for
encouragement and advice
on hair and skin care for
swimmers.

Through her  work,
Grand’Pierre  hopes to
serve as a role model, pio-
neer and a leader for those
who want to follow in her
footsteps. She aims to con-
tinue to use her platform,
naomygrandpierre.com, to
encourage sports devel-
opment and expose more
people to the plethora of
opportunities that are out
there in the world.
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WHY RENT
WHEN YOU
CAN OWN?

INVEST IN
YOUR FUTURE

Contact Us For
A Mortgage Pre-
Qualification or to
Download Your Free
Homebuying Guide

1 (800) 864-6859
www.HomeWithGMM.com

A
GEORGE MASON
— MORTGAGE —

to credit approval. Annual Percentage Rate (APR), programs, rates, fees, closing costs, terms and conditions are subject
‘e may be required. To be eligible, buyer must meet minimum down payments, underwriting and program guidelines.




8A

FOCUS/The Triangle Tribune

Sunday, June 13, 2021

Summer learn Kickoff
honors retired educators

A Summer to Learn Kickoff was held at Robert’s Parks on Martin Street. The event
was to get students excited about summer school and to recognize retired African
American educators.

MATHIAS BRHOP

Members of the North Carolina Elite Youth Foundation, a nonprofit that is cen-
tered around the advancement of youth through athletics, academics, art

and community outreach.

BOOKS

Book Harvest last month
held its fourth annual Book
Babies graduation celebra-
tion. The Book Babies Class
of 2021 was the program’s
largest class yet, with 47
graduates from Durham
County.

Prior to the virtual cele-
bration, Book Harvest staff
and volunteers drove to
the homes of the graduates
and hand-delivered gradu-
ation boxes containing a
diploma, books, learning
activities, and art supplies.
Graduates donned caps
and gowns for this very
special delivery.

Launched in 2013, Book
Babies partners with fam-
ilies of Medicaid-eligible
newborns to develop their
child’s early language and
literacy skills over five
years.

Book Babies literacy
coaches build rich, collabo-
rative relationships with
participating families and
provide them with new,
age-appropriate books dur-
ing quarterly literacy
coaching sessions. In ad-

Genee Dalton

Teacher

1SG Jeffery Clendenin
JROTC Instructor

dition to 100 books by kin-
dergarten, they give par-
ents the information and
resources they need to de-
velop a strong foundation
for their children’s school

Meet and celebrate

our NC School Heroes.
NCSchoolHeroes.com

James Perry
Head Custodian

Tawanda Hunt
Bus Driver

COURTESY
readiness and school suc-
cess. Book Babies is enroll-
ing newborns year-round;
Durham County residents
can apply at www.book-
harvest.org/book-babies.

OURTESY

Founder Santisha Walker, left, has created a fitness line for the body, mind

and soul.

Durham nurse launches
premium fitness line

By Bonitta Best

editor@triangletribune.com

As a nurse, Santisha
Walker’s life was turned
upside down by COVID-19.

Walker saw the impact
the mysterious disease had
on the people around her
and how their lives were
forever changed. She wit-
nessed the stress, anxiety
and turmoil suffered by
colleagues and other
health care workers during
the height of the pan-
demic. That’s when an idea
was formed to share the
knowledge of her own
wellness living that kept
her healthy and sane.

“Working in health care
has allowed me to witness
firsthand the daily strug-
gles, insecurities, and chal-
lenges people face, as well
as what makes them
happy, brings them joy,
and helps them keep their
spark for life,” said Walker,
a Wake Forest native who
lives in Research Triangle
Park. “I don't take for
granted the opportunity to
serve patients, clients,
families, and the com-
munity in today's tumultu-
ous times. Now, more than
ever, with life's many
stressors, it's imperative to
intentionally take out time
to improve our health and

v« SCHOOL
HERSES

Maria McMullin
PE Teacher

Jeff Atwell
Teacher Assist/Bus Driver

Jason Berube
Facilities Manager

strengthen our total well-
ness. I am delighted to be
able to put my health care
and wellness knowledge to
work through The I AM Ex-
perience.”

Walker says I AM is not
just another fitness ap-
parel line but a wellness
journey for the mind, body
and soul. The complete
line consists of apparel,
wellness products like a
workout mix, wellness kit
and a private group for en-
couragement. Nike is the
sponsor.

“The I AM Experience is a

YOLUIR

safe haven where you can
be yourself, where your I
AM matters. I AM is exactly
who you are, what you are,
and what you tell your en-
vironment to consist of.
The I AM Experience is for
those who want to get
started living a fit and well
life, those who want to in-
dulge more in a fit and well
lifestyle, and those who
want to take their fitness
and wellness to the next
level.”

Visit www.theiamexperi-
ence.shop.

| AWN

By VWYV

TOMORROW
| National Park

reclaim your weekend

Joan Powell
Math Teacher

The North Carolina Education Lottery proudly
raises money to support and grow education

in our state.

Now it's time to celebrate and honor ten new
outstanding NC School Heroes and their
institutions with the recognition they deserve.

Our students’ lives wouldn't be the same

without all of them.

MUST BE 18 TO PLAY. Problem Gambling Helpline: 877-718-5543.

NC Education “”
Lottery

| visitnc.com/parks

Shelawn Burton
ASEP Site Coordinator

James King

Teacher






