
May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month. This par-
ticular May also marks what 
some are calling a turning 
point in the deadly COVID-19 
pandemic, with states across 
the South and the rest of the 
country reporting the lowest 
level of positive cases in 
months.  

Yet, even as increased vac-
cinations are leading to a de-
cline in COVID-19 cases and 
deaths, the mental toll of the 
virus continues. And it may 
not be fully measured for 
years to come, if ever.  
"There is a vaccine for the 
COVID-19 virus, but there is 
no vaccine for mental 
health," David R. Williams, 
chair of the Department of 
Social and Behavioral 
Sciences at the Harvard 
School of Public Health, ob-
served in a recent interview. 

In the U.S. alone, over 33 
million people have con-
tracted the virus and nearly 
600,000 have succumbed to 
it — a death toll that may not 
have been so high had the 
government responded ear-
lier and more robustly. The 
pain was not evenly felt in all 
communities. Black, Latino, 
and Native Americans died at 
twice the rate of white Amer-
icans — largely because 
people in these demographic 
groups were disproportion-
ately labeled essential 
workers. And, as Black 
people were disproportion-
ately dying from the virus 
and working to keep the 
economy afloat, they were 
also confronting police bru-
tality while suffering the 
deadly toll of other forms of 
anti-Black racism.  

All of this damages the 
Black community's mental 
health. For example, a 2018 
study — conducted by Wil-
liams along with Jacob Bor of 
Boston University, Alexander 
C. Tsai of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, and Aat-
heendar S. Venkataramani of 
the University of Pennsylva-
nia — found that a police kill-
ing of an unarmed African 
American resulted in poor 
mental health conditions for 
Blacks in that state over the 
next three months. Studies 
also show that the stressors 
of racism and discrimination 
cause Black people to age 
faster than their white coun-
terparts. 

Before COVID-19 struck, 1 
in 5 U.S. adults — nearly 50 
million people — were al-
ready living with mental ill-
ness. The pandemic 
worsened feelings of anx-
iousness and depression, 
and sparked mental health 
crises even in people who 
were previously healthy. But 
access to mental health care 
in the U.S. has not improved 
since the start of the pan-
demic, and many who need 
it the most cannot attain it. 

liams. Williams said Biden 
showed “genuine concern” for 
how the family is doing. 

Biden took time during the 
meeting to play with George 
Floyd’s young daughter Gi-
anna, who enjoyed some ice 
cream and Cheetos, the pres-
ident said, after she told him 
she was hungry. Later, she 
stood before the cameras out-

WASHINGTON — They 
mourned together and 
laughed together in the Oval 
Office, and spoke of what Pres-
ident Joe Biden called “the 
hard reality that racism has 
long torn us apart.” The first 
anniversary of George Floyd’s 
death was supposed to be a 
milestone moment in Wash-
ington, a time to mark the pas-
sage of a policing law to make 
criminal justice more just. In-
stead, Floyd’s family met with 
Biden and Vice President Ka-
mala Harris at the White House 
on Tuesday to commemorate 
their loss and continue to push 
for legislation. 

“It was a remembrance of 
what happened to my 
brother,” Philonise Floyd said 
of the meeting with Biden, cal-
ling the president “a genuine 
guy.” Biden told them “he just 
wants the bill to be meaningful 
and that it holds George’s leg-
acy intact,” said George 
Floyd’s nephew Brandon Wil-

side the White House and 
softly called out, “say his 
name.” Family members 
chanted in return, “George 
Floyd.” 

A sister, Bridgett Floyd, 
stayed away, aiming to come 
to Washington only when there 
is a bill to be signed into law. 
“That’s when I will make my 
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Obesity slows 
progress against 
cancer deaths

Cancer death rates have fallen dramatically in the United 
States, but factor in obesity, as researchers did at the University 
of North Carolina Gillings School of Global Public Health, and 
the picture changes. In a study published last month in JAMA 
Network Open, researchers showed that obesity-related cancer 
deaths are improving, but at a slowing pace. 

Based on mortality data for 50 million people, deaths from 
cancers not associated with obesity — that’s lung cancer and 
skin cancer, among others – are declining at a rate almost three 
times faster than cancers linked to obesity, such as stomach, 
colorectal, uterine, thyroid and postmenopausal breast cancer. 

“These are cancers where we could see even larger mortality 
improvements with creative and practical tools to combat obes-
ity,” said study senior author Hazel B. Nichols, associate profes-
sor in the Department of Epidemiology at the UNC Gillings 
School of Global Public Health. 

Most Americans weigh more than recommended and being 

The best rivalry in  
college sports heads 
to Charlotte next year.
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RALEIGH — A broad tax 
cut proposal from North 
Carolina Senate Repub-
licans that began its ad-
vance in the chamber on 
Tuesday also contains fed-
eral COVID-19 relief 
money to give more aid to 
businesses that previously 
received federal or state 
pandemic assistance.  

GOP finance leaders un-
veiled an amended version 
of its tax plan, some of 
which was already re-
vealed in March and con-
tained an individual 
income tax rate reduction 
and more generous stan-
dard deductions. The la-
test edition also would 
increase the amount of 
per-child deductions by 
$500. If approved, more 
low-income individuals 
would pay zero income 
tax, and all individual filers 
would see their monetary 
tax burdens reduced. 

Republicans have made 
rate reductions and deduc-
tion increases a corner-
stone of their fiscal policy 
since a landmark overhaul 
in 2013 consolidated taxes 
to one flat rate and scaled 
back credits. “We are pro-
posing yet another tax cut 
because we believe people 
spend their money better 
than government does,” 
Sen. Paul Newton, a Cabar-
rus County Republican and 
Senate Finance Committee 
co-chairman, said during a 
news conference. “Allow-
ing North Carolinians to 
keep their own money is 
the best form of stimulus 
our economy could have.”  

The new version also at-
tempts to assist business 
owners and some non-
profits that received the 
federal forgivable Pay-
check Protection Program 
loans and other govern-
ment assistance to keep 
employees hired during 
the pandemic. State law 
prevented PPP recipients 
from treating loan pro-
ceeds as business ex-
penses that could be 
deducted, leaving an 
otherwise higher tax bur-
den that business owners 
say would impair their re-
covery. The House passed 
legislation that would 
allow the deductions, re-
sulting in smaller tax bills.  

The Senate GOP tries to 
address that monetary loss 
instead by creating a pro-
gram that would set aside 
$1 billion of North Caro-
lina’s share of American 
Rescue Plan funds to send 
grants automatically to 
any entity that received 
PPP loans or awards from 
four other business relief 
programs. These grants 
would be based on aid re-
ceived but capped at 
$18,750. Newton said the 
grant proposal would 
benefit as many as 
400,000 businesses, or po-

NC 
Senate’s 
tax plan 
released

Grief, smiles 1 year after Floyd 
death as family meets Biden

By Rebekah Barber 
FACING SOUTH

AP

UNC COMMUNICATIONS 

By Alexandra Jaffe and 
Alan Fram 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

By Gary D. Robertson 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Eighty thousand workers from 2020 are still not in the workforce, causing a severe shortage 
of experienced employees. 

COURTESY

NC business leaders 
cautiously celebrate 
end of COVID 

When the Centers for Dis-
ease and Control and Preven-
tion announced its relaxed 
COVID-19 guidelines last 
week, businesses owners ac-
ross the state expressed im-
mense relief. After a year 
when most industries saw 
dwindling sales numbers and 
skyrocketing unemployment, 
business leaders hoped the 
announcement would help re-
turn the economy to a degree 
of pre-pandemic normalcy. 

Lynn Minges, executive di-
rector of the N.C. Restaurants 

By Mark Darrough  
CAROLINA PUBLIC PRESS 

and Lodging Association, lik-
ened the announcement to an 
early Christmas present. “We 
were a bit surprised, when he 
(Gov. Roy Cooper) in fact 
made the announcement that 
not only was he lifting the 
mask mandate, which was 
consistent with what the CDC 
had announced, but also lift-
ing capacity and social dis-
tance restrictions,” Minges 
said. “Those really had been 
our greatest concern all this 
time. So, it came as a surprise 
to us after months of asking 
for some relief, but it was a 
most welcome announce-
ment.”  

But challenges remain, as 
restaurants, hotels and fac-
tories scramble to find em-
ployees after hundreds of 
thousands of North Carolin-
ians filed for unemployment 
during the pandemic. The em-
ployment shortage hit the hos-
pitality industry especially 
hard. The state’s entire hospi-
tality and leisure industry em-
ployed 510,000 people in 
February 2020. By the end of 
March 2021, only 430,000 
workers remained. 

Republican lawmakers at-
tempted to address the issue 
with a proposal of back-to-

Please see BUSINESS/2A

George Floyd’s daughter, left, and other family members.

News 1A 
Classifieds 4A

5007 South Park Drive,  
Suite 200-G 

Durham, NC 27713 
(919) 688-9408 

© 2021 The Triangle Tribune  

IndexIndex
Religion 5A 
Sports 6A 
Focus 7A 

Publisher: Gerald O. Johnson 
Managing Editor/Sports Editor: Bonitta Best 

Advertising: Linda Johnson 
info@triangletribune.com 
www.triangletribune.com 

"Celebrating Our 23rd Year"

Business owners face challenges in recruiting and retaining 
employees.



overweight or obese puts 
them at risk for certain 
cancers. Extra weight can 
cause changes in the body 
that help lead to cancer, 
such as long-lasting in-
flammation and higher 
than normal levels of insu-
lin and hormones that can 
fuel cell growth, according 
to the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion. 

Cancer death rates are 
one of the best measures 
researchers use to track 
progress against cancer. 
Study authors set out to 
answer whether wide-
spread obesity could stall 
progress against cancer the 
same way it has with heart 
disease. Improvements in 
heart disease mortality 
slowed after 2011 and 
obesity may have contrib-
uted to the deceleration. 

“What was puzzling was 
that we didn’t see the same 
pattern of slower improve-
ments when looking at 
cancer overall, which is 
surprising because obesity 
contributes to both cancer 
risk and heart disease 
risk,” said Nichols, who 
studies cancer trends to 
improve decision-making 
in cancer care. “When we 
focused on the differences 
between obesity-related 
cancers and non-obesity 
related cancers, we saw 
that improvements for 
obesity cancers were not as 
impressive – consistent 
with the pattern for heart 
disease.” 

For example, the study 
showed that in 2011, 110 
people out of 100,000 died 
from cancers not related to 
obesity. In 2018, the mor-

Obesity slows progress

tality rate for those cancers 
fell to 93.8 deaths per 
100,00 people, represent-
ing a 2.3% annual decline. 
During the same period, 
the decline for obesity-re-
lated cancers was much 
slower, changing from 58.4 
to 54.9 deaths per 100,000 
people, roughly a third the 
rate of non-obesity related 
cancers.  

Additionally, obesity 
may be contributing to 
more of the cancer deaths 
in the U.S. Cancers not as-
sociated with obesity ac-
counted for 66.8% of 
cancer deaths in 1999, de-
creasing to 62.6% in 2018, 
according to the study. 

Declines in cancer deaths 
are owed to fewer people 
smoking, along with better 
screening and treatments, 

according to the American 
Cancer Society. But the 
findings by the UNC re-
searchers, which include 
Christy Leigh Avery, an as-
sociate professor at Gil-
lings School of Global 
Public Health, reinforces 
the effect of obesity on 
cancer. 

“Obesity is a risk factor 
for many, but not all, types 
of cancer,” Nichols said. 
“We need to make main-
taining a healthy weight an 
obtainable goal for every-
one in terms of safe public 
spaces, availability and af-
fordability of nutritious 
foods, and other structural 
factors. The good news in 
that is if we’re able to make 
these changes as a society, 
we will be able to improve 
the health of a nation.” 
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work bonuses of up to 
$1,500 in House Bill 128. If 
it passes in its current 
form, the legislation will 
also cut pandemic relief 
benefits for those who skip 
job interviews.  

Democrats encouraged 
their Republican col-
leagues to provide child 
care subsidies, also noting 
that employers would find 
more applicants with 
higher wages. “It’s no sur-
prise that our industry is 
struggling in terms of get-
ting workers to take jobs. 
It’s not unique to our in-
dustry, and it is impacting 
our supply chain in signif-
icant ways,” Minges said.  

The state’s employment 
shortage exists alongside 
growing confidence among 
business owners. A First 
Citizens Bank Small Busi-
ness Forecast published in 
early May showed 78% of 
respondents believe their 
businesses will grow over 
the next year, up from 69% 
in September.  

Minges believes the rea-
sons for this market co-
nundrum are already 
well-known: People receiv-
ing unemployment checks 
are motivated to remain 
unemployed, many are 
forced to remain at home 
with their children, and 

NC business leaders 
celebrate end of COVID

others avoid the risk of re-
entering the workforce 
when so many North Caro-
linians have not been vac-
cinated. 

She then addressed a 
fourth factor that she said 
has been “lost in the mix.” 
“When restaurants were 
shut down in dining serv-
ices, we laid off about 
250,000 members of our 
workforce, all in one day,” 
Minges explained. “And the 
workers did what you 
would expect them to do: 
Many of them went out and 
found jobs in other sectors 
that were hiring. So, part of 
our challenge, and our op-
portunity, is how do we 
lure those people back?” 

Worker shortages in 
other industries have also 
impacted hospitality busi-
nesses during the pan-
demic. According to 
Minges, short-staffed food 
supply companies have 
contributed to scarcities in 
items like chicken and 
ranch dressing, while sud-
den meat shortages last 
year contributed to quad-
rupling beef prices. “So, it’s 
having a huge impact on 
our industry,” Minges said. 
“We’re eager to get through 
this so that we can really 
recover and rebound as we 
expect it to in the after-
math of COVID-19.” 

Several large companies, 

each employing thousands 
of North Carolinians, said 
they will continue to follow 
CDC guidance. Bank of 
America, one of the state’s 
largest employers, is not 
changing its work-at-home 
policies. A company 
spokesperson said 85% of 
its employees, 18,000 who 
work in North Carolina, are 
currently working from 
home. “When appropriate, 
our plans are for employ-
ees to return to their of-
fices in phases, depending 
on employees’ roles and 
local health guidelines,” ac-
cording to a company 
spokesperson.  

Red Hat, an open-source 
software developer head-
quartered in Raleigh, did 
not change any COVID-19 
guidelines following the 
governor’s announcement. 
“We are currently default-
ing to work from home 
until Sept. 30,” according 
to a spokesperson.  

She said more than 30% 
of the company’s employ-
ees, including about 2,500 
in the Raleigh area, were al-
ready working from home 
before the pandemic. “We 
were ahead of the game 
when the pandemic hit. In-
stead of starting from 
scratch, we just had to 
scale our efforts,” accord-
ing to the spokesperson. 

 

Continued from page 1A

tentially double what the 
House plan would assist. 
“We believe that it’s a 
better alternative,” he said. 
It also gets legislators who 
received PPP loans out of 
the uncomfortable posi-
tion of voting for a law that 
would directly reduce their 
company’s taxes. 

The new version also en-
visions doing away with 
the corporate income tax, 
currently at 2.5%, by 2028. 
The latest reductions 
wouldn’t begin until 2024. 
The rate was 6.9% in 2011. 
A zero rate has been a goal 
of Senate Republicans for a 
decade, saying it would 
provide a permanent way 
to attract new companies 
to North Carolina. The 
measure also would adjust 
how the business franchise 
tax is calculated in a way 
that will favor North Caro-
lina-based businesses. 

NC Senate tax cut plan  
includes virus aid 

The bill was heard in the 
Senate Finance Committee 
later Tuesday, and was ex-
pected to reach the 
chamber floor in the next 
week or two for a vote. It 
likely will end up in the 
Senate version of its two-
year budget and would be 
negotiated with the GOP-
controlled House, which in 
recent years has taken a 
more cautious view on tax 
breaks. Any final tax 
changes would go to the 
desk of Democratic Gov. 
Roy Cooper, who has ve-
toed past budgets because 
he said they disproportion-
ately cut taxes for corpora-
tions and high-wage 
earners while education 
needs are great. 

Senate Republicans went 
to great pains on Tuesday 
to show that K-12 per-pupil 
spending has grown since 
Republicans took control 
of the legislature 10 years 

ago, and that lower-income 
families would see a 
greater percentage decline 
in income taxes than high 
earners. A family of four 
making the state’s median 
household income of 
$54,602 would see a 21% 
decline in taxes, according 
to GOP leaders. 

Still, Cooper’s office 
quickly panned Tuesday’s 
measure, contrasting it 
with the “once-in-a-genera-
tion opportunity” to spend 
pots of money on critical 
needs and provide “tax 
cuts for families who really 
need it.” 

“The last thing we need is 
more sweeping tax breaks 
for corporations and the 
wealthiest among us in-
stead of investments in our 
hard working families and 
communities,” Cooper 
spokesman Ford Porter 
wrote in an email. 
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way to D.C.,” she said 
from Minnesota. She and 
several other family 
members joined Minnea-
polis Mayor Jacob Frey 
and others marking the 
anniversary in the city 
where George Floyd died, 
and other events took 
place in New York, Los An-
geles and other cities in 
the U.S. and abroad. 

Speaking to reporters at 
the end of the day, Biden 
said he had spoken with 
congressional negotiators 
and was “hopeful that 
sometime after Memorial 
Day we’ll have an agree-
ment.” With the proposed 
George Floyd Justice in 
Policing Act still pending, 
his family began the day 
meeting with legislators 
and headed back to Capi-
tol Hill later from the 
White House. They met 
Tuesday morning with 
Democratic House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and Rep. 
Karen Bass, D-Calif., who 
ushered the bill through 
the House. The Floyds met 
late in the day with Demo-

George Floyd’s family
meets President Biden

crat Cory Booker of New 
Jersey and Republican Tim 
Scott of South Carolina, 
the Senate’s lead negotia-
tors on the bill. The family 
then visited Black Lives 
Matter Plaza, the site near 
the White House where 
protesters gathered 
throughout last summer. 

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised and encouraged by 
their thoughts,” Scott said 
of the family. “I wish I was 
negotiating with them,” he 
said, though he also re-
peated the line of the day 
that progress was being 
made. Earlier at the Capi-
tol alongside Pelosi and 
other lawmakers, Philo-
nise Floyd declared of his 
brother: “Today is the day 
that he set the world in a 
rage. We need to be work-
ing together to make sure 
that people do not live in 
fear in America anymore,” 
he said. 

The Floyd family’s meet-
ings with some of Wash-
ington’s most powerful 
officials produced plenty 
of comments about opti-
mism and moving for-
ward. Nonetheless, the 

lack of a final deal con-
trasted sharply with advo-
cates’ high hopes just last 
month, when former Min-
neapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin’s convic-
tion for Floyd’s killing and 
then Biden’s nationally tel-
evised speech to Congress 
calling for action by May 
25 gave supporters a 
sense of momentum. 

The current standoff un-
derscores the political 
complexities of an issue 
that’s a top concern for 
many of both parties’ 
voters — Democrats’ pro-
gressives and voters of 
color, and Republicans’ 
law-and-order conserva-
tives. 

Floyd died May 25, 2020, 
after police officer Chau-
vin kneeled on his neck 
for more than nine mi-
nutes while arresting him. 
His death sparked months 
of nationwide racial pro-
tests, a worldwide global 
reckoning over racism and 
a renewed debate over po-
lice reform. Chauvin was 
convicted last month of 
multiple charges. 
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People with mental ill-
ness are already more like 
to have lower incomes and 
be uninsured. And, though 
studies have found an as-
sociation between Medi-
caid expansion and greater 
insurance coverage among 
low-income adults with de-
pression, most states in 
the South — the country's 
poorest and Blackest re-
gion — have refused to ex-
pand Medicaid, making it 
harder for residents to get 
the care they need.  

In a 2020 ranking of ac-
cess to mental health care 
in the 50 states and the 

Mental health crisis looms 
District of Columbia, 
Southern states were dis-
proportionately ranked at 
the bottom. Alabama, 
Georgia, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, and Texas were 
all ranked in the bottom 
10. None of these states 
have expanded Medicaid.  

Even having insurance 
isn’t always a guarantee of 
care. For one thing, psychi-
atrists are less likely to ac-
cept Medicare and 
Medicaid than other medi-
cal professionals. In ad-
dition, nearly 91 million 
Americans live in areas 
with severe shortages of 

mental health profes-
sionals.  

Williams called on the 
U.S. to invest in resources 
to alleviate the suffering of 
its most vulnerable res-
idents. "As a nation, as 
community leaders, as 
public health leaders, we 
need to think about how 
we provide the support 
and the resources and 
create the spaces to help 
people deal with the 
trauma, the emotional, 
physical symptoms — anx-
iety, helplessness, nausea, 
headaches — that they 
may be struggling with," he 
said. 

Continued from page 1A

First Racial Justice Act 
claim since 2020 is heard 
in state court

The first case reevalu-
ating the role of racial bias 
in the death penalty began 
last week in Wake County, 
the result of a landmark 
2020 state Supreme Court 
decision. 

Hasson Bacote was con-
victed of murdering An-
thony Surles, an 
18-year-old high schooler 
in Johnston County in 
2007, WRAL reported.  

A jury sentenced Bacote 
to death in 2009. That 
same year, the General As-
sembly passed the Racial 
Justice Act, which then-
Gov. Bev Perdue signed 
into law.  

The RJA allowed individ-
uals on death row to seek 
sentences of life without 
parole if they could prove 
racial bias or discrim-
ination was a significant 
factor in the decision to 
seek or impose the death 
penalty in their case. 

After the RJA’s enact-
ment, lawmakers gave 
those sentenced to death 
one year to submit their 
petitions. More than 100 
did so, and four petitioners 
had their death sentences 
commuted to life without 
parole, according to 
Gretchen Engel, director of 
the Center for Death Pen-
alty Litigation. 

In 2013, however, state 
lawmakers repealed the 
Racial Justice Act. Soon 
thereafter, the commuted 
death sentences for the 
four were reinstated, and 
other petitioners were de-
nied the RJA hearings they 
had sought. 

Bacote’s attorneys sub-
mitted evidence at his orig-
inal trial that Johnston 
County prosecutors ex-
cluded qualified Black ju-
rors at more than three 
times the rate of white ju-
rors, according to the 
Center for Death Penalty 
Litigation, which repre-
sents Bacote and many 
other petitioners.  

However, because of the 
RJA repeal, Bacote’s claims 
of racial bias were not 

heard. 
As Policy Watch has re-

ported, the state Supreme 
Court in a 6-1 decision 
ruled last year that it was 
unconstitutional to deny 
hearings to those — such 
as Bacote — who had filed 
claims before the law was 
repealed. Associate Justice 
Anita Earls wrote in the 
case State v. Ramseur that 
applying the repeal retro-
actively was unconstitu-
tional. State Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Paul Newby 
was the lone dissenter in 
that decision. 

The state Supreme Court 
later reaffirmed the resen-
tencing of life without pa-
role for one of the four 
Cumberland County peti-
tioners who originally won 
their RJA cases. Lower 
courts can now reevaluate 
defendants’ claims of racial 
bias in sentencing, as long 
as those claims were filed 
before the Racial Justice 
Act was repealed in 2013. 
Bacote’s case is the first to 
be reevaluated since the 
Supreme Court’s ruling. 
There are 137 people on 

death row in North Caro-
lina. 

The Racial Justice Act is 
really a unique law, and 
there aren’t very many 
states that have the cou-
rage to enact something 
like the Racial Justice Act 
that’s really going to take a 
hard look at our criminal 
punishment system in our 
most serious cases and 
deal with the history of rac-
ism and the death penalty, 
so we’re going to be doing 
that now,” Engel said. 

Bacote’s RJA petition re-
lied on an analysis of de-
mographics of defendants, 
victims and jurors from 
1990 to 2009 in 1,500 
North Carolina cases.  

The study was conducted 
by Michigan State Univer-
sity researchers, who had 
testified at previous RJA 
hearings.  

The researchers found 
that in capital cases, qual-
ified Black jurors were 
eliminated from considera-
tion more than twice as 
often as white jurors. 

 

By Yanqi Xu 
THE POLICY WATCH



3A NEWS/The Triangle TribuneThe Triangle Tribune Sunday, May 30, 2021



Visit us online 
to put your Classified ad in the paper! 

www.triangletribune.com/ 
main/classifieds/

Classifieds SUNDAY, MAY 30, 2021 PAGE 4A

To place an ad: 
Call 919.688.9408

Classified Deadline: Wednesday at 5p.m., prior to Sunday’s edition

VACATION

FROM
$1,249*

$999*

TM

1-855-874-7693
promo code N7017

* Free date changes anytime up to 45 days prior to departure for land tours. Deposits and final payments remain non-refundable. Prices are per person based on double 
occupancy plus $199 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 6/30/21. 
Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Los Angeles • Pasadena — Immerse yourself in the pomp 

and circumstance of the 133rd Rose Parade with pre-

parade viewing of the floats, dinner with the Tournament 

of Roses Committee, and grandstand seating to see the 

parade up close. You’ll enjoy 5 days in Los Angeles, and 

enjoy one of the world’s most memorable New Year’s 

celebrations. 

5 days, departs December 29, 2021

ROSE PARADE & LOS ANGELES TOUR

FREE DATE CHANGES ON 2021 TOURS*
Online Only Auction, Featherlite Hauler, Transcraft 
Trailers, Freightliner Road Tractors, Sprinter Van & Box 
Truck, Harrisburg, NC, Begins Closing 6/10 at 2pm, Visit 
Our Website, ironhorseauction.com, 800.997.2248, 
NCAL 3936

AUCTIONS 

HELP WANTED

Denied Social Security Disability?  Appeal! If you're 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our attorneys can help! Win 
or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent work history needed.  
877-553-0252 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH SERVICES 

CWS- Owner Operators CDL Class A. 1 year driving 
experience. Dedicated round trips paid weekly paid 
per mile, regular home time. Call 1-800-832-7036 ext 
1626

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call:833-987-0207

HOME IMPROVEMENT

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **O� er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as 
the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT 
Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 
Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Su� olk HIC  License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

INTERNET

HOME SECURITY

*Requires a 36-month monitoring contract. Minimum purchase of $599 and upgrade required.
Early term. and installation fees apply. For full terms and pricing see reverse.

FREE
*

$200 value

ADT HD Outdoor Camera

installed free

FREE
*

$200 value

ADT Video Doorbell

Camera installed free

FREE
*

2 cameras 
installed

Seeing is believing.
Get 2 security cameras installed FREE*.
ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved

ones are safe  –  whether you’re out and about or in the next room.

*ADT Video Doorbell AND Outdoor Camera Professionally Installed Free: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $56.99/mo. with QSP (24-month monitoring contract in 
California, total fees from $1,367.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. Off er includes installation of one (1) video doorbell camera AND one (1) outdoor camera with minimum purchase 
price of $599 after promo is applied depending on geographic location. Applicable taxes extra. Upon early termination by Customer, ADT may charge 75% of the monthly service 
charges due for the balance of the initial contract term. Quality Service Plan (QSP) is ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. Service and installation charges vary depending on system 
confi guration, equipment, and services selected. Expires 7/15/2021.
General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be 
required. Prices and off ers subject to change and may vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required. Simulated 
screen images and photos are for illustrative purposes only. 
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/or registered 
marks. Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 800.
ADT.ASAP. CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654, F1655; MA 172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North 
Carolina, 7535P2, 7561P2, 7562P10, 7563P7, 7565P1, 7566P9, 7564P4; NY 12000305615; PA 09079, MS 15019511. DF-CD-NP-Q221

Call today to speak with a 

home security expert

1-844-850-9218 • Off er expires: 7/15/2021

1-877-313-1415

Limited Time Offer. Restrictions may apply.

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

CALL 
TODAY

Finally! Satellite Internet 
With No Hard Data Limits!

“You can get 
High-Speed Internet 
wherever you live!”

And FREE Standard Installation!2

for 24 Mos.

Plans starting at 

MO.

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50 to 80). No 
medical exam. Affordable premiums never increase. 
Benefits never decrease. Policy will only be cancelled 
for non-payment. 833-380-1218

INSURANCE

AS SEEN ON

TV®

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-844-902-2362

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

TIMESHARE

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach 
out to us for help getting rid of their 
timeshare. In 2019, we relieved over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit
 and see if you qualify:

844-213-6711

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Distribution. Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/press 
 
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, RUNNING OR NOT!!  FAST FREE 
PICKUP. Maximum tax deduction. Support United 
Breast Cancer Fdn programs. Your car donation 
could save a life. 888-641-9690 
 
BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop Creditor Harassment, 
Collection Calls, Repossession and Legal Actions! 
Speak to a Professional Attorney and Get the Help 
You NEED! Call NOW 844-404-0601 
 
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-844-938-0700 
  
Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover the 
ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-618-
0918 
 
DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055 
 
AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-Demand. Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-548-
9839 

 MISCELLANEOUS   

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-920-7405 
  
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit: 888-912-3728 

MISC/SALE

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical Community College is 
now accepting applications for the following position: 
Security Officer. For detailed information and to 
apply, please visit our employment portal at: 
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/Human 
Resources Office Phone: (910) 678-7342 Internet: 
http://www.faytechcc.edu. An Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

JOBS WANTED
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Charleston church shooter 
making appellate arguments

COLUMBIA, S.C.  – The 
man on federal death row 
for the racist slayings of 
nine members of a Black 
South Carolina congrega-
tion is making his appellate 
argument that his convic-
tion and death sentence 
should be overturned. 

In 2017, Roof became the 
first person in the U.S. sen-
tenced to death for a fed-
eral hate crime. Authorities 
have said Roof opened fire 
during the closing prayer 
of a 2015 Bible study ses-
sion at Charleston’s Mother 
Emanuel AME Church, rain-
ing down dozens of bullets 
on those assembled. Roof 
was 21 years old at the 
time. The killings spurred 
something of a racial reck-
oning among churches in 
Charleston, Baptist Press 
reported a year later. 

In a lengthy brief, Roof’s 
attorneys argue that an ap-
pellate court should vacate 
Roof’s convictions and 
death sentence, or remand 
his case to court for a 
“proper competency eval-
uation.” 

U.S. District Judge Rich-
ard Gergel held two com-

petency hearings for Roof: 
one before the start of his 
trial, and one before its 
sentencing phase, to deter-
mine if Roof could act as 
his own attorney for that 
portion of the trial. His ap-
pellate team wrote that the 
court errantly found Roof 
competent, despite the fact 
that “every defense expert 
agreed Roof suffered a de-
lusional belief he would be 
rescued by the victors of a 
race war, which prevented 
him from understanding 
the threat of execution was 
real.” 

Representing himself for 
sentencing, Roof success-
fully prevented jurors from 
hearing mitigating ev-
idence about his mental 
health, “under the delu-
sion,” his attorneys wrote, 
that “he would be rescued 
from prison by white-na-
tionalists – but only, bi-
zarrely, if he kept his 
mental-impairments out of 
the public record.” In that 
part of the trial, the self-
avowed white supremacist 
neither fought for his life 
nor explained his actions, 
saying only that “anyone 
who hates anything in their 
mind has a good reason for 
it.” 

This, his attorneys wrote, 
resulted in “a complete 
breakdown” of any pos-
sible defense, with jurors 
being “left in the dark” 
about any details from 
Roof’s past that could have 
possibly been used to miti-
gate the government’s “in-
flammatory case for 
death.” Following his fed-
eral trial, Roof was given 
nine consecutive life sen-
tences after pleading guilty 
in 2017 to state murder 
charges, leaving him to 
await execution in a federal 
prison and sparing his vic-
tims and their families the 
burden of a second trial. 

After that sentencing, So-
licitor Scarlett Wilson – who 
had also been pursuing the 
death penalty – called the 
deal “an insurance policy 
for the federal conviction,” 
ensuring that Roof would 
spend the rest of his life in 
prison, should the federal 
sentence not stand. Wilson 
also said that she felt more 
confident a federal death 
sentence would be carried 
out under the newly 
minted Trump administra-
tion than it would have 
been under a Democratic 
one. At the time, there was 

Black church leaders 
seek reparations for 
Tulsa massacre

On the first Wednesday 
in May, as the centennial of 
the Tulsa massacre ap-
proached, the Rev. Robert 
R.A. Turner stood outside 
Tulsa City Hall with his 
megaphone, as he does 
every week. 

“Tulsa, you will reap 
what you sow and that 
which you have done unto 
the least of these my chil-
dren, Jesus said, you have 
done also unto me,” said 
Turner, 38, the pastor of 
Historic Vernon African 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church, captured on a 
video posted on Facebook. 
“We come here to say, for 
your own benefit, you 
ought to do reparations not 
tomorrow, not even next 
week, not next month, not 
next year, but we demand 
reparations now!” 

Turner’s Vernon AME is 
one of the plaintiffs in a 
suit filed in September that 
calls for the city of Tulsa 
and other defendants to 
pay reparations to relatives 
of victims and survivors of 
the May 31, 1921, mas-
sacre that destroyed a part 
of town known as “Black 
Wall Street.” Beginning 
with false rumors spread 
though the Oklahoma city 
that a young Black man 
had assaulted a white fe-
male elevator operator, a 
white mob killed an esti-
mated 300 Black people 
and destroyed thousands 
of homes, businesses and 
churches within about 16 
hours. 

As Tulsa pauses to mark 
the somber centenary in its 
Greenwood district, where 
Black Wall Street was lo-
cated, Turner and other 
Black people of faith are 
among those saying the 
time has come to repay as 
well as to remember. The 
lawsuit argues that the 
tragedy is a continuing 
“public nuisance” that 
Tulsa should remedy 
through monetary means. 

Among the suit’s peti-
tions to the Tulsa County 
District Court are pay-

ments to descendants of 
those who were killed, in-
jured or displaced by the 
massacre; development of 
educational and mental 
health programs for indi-
viduals and organizations 
in Greenwood and North 
Tulsa; and a scholarship 
program for “Massacre de-
scendants” for post-sec-
ondary education in 
Oklahoma. 

The suit states that Ver-
non AME Church, “founded 
in 1905, is the only stand-
ing Black-owned structure 
from the Historic Black 
Wall Street era and the only 
edifice that remains from 
the Massacre. Vernon’s 
sanctuary burned in the 
Massacre. The basement 
was the only part of the red 
brick building that re-
mained.” 

The city, responding in 
court documents to the 
suit, questioned the fram-
ing of its claims and the 
idea that the city’s current 
problems can be attributed 
to 100-year-old wrongs. “At 
its base level, Plaintiffs are 
attempting to seek repara-
tions for the events of June 
1921 while working around 
the inherent statute of lim-
itations problems that have 
thwarted other lawsuits 
bringing similar claims,” 
the city argued. 

In 2001, the Oklahoma 
Commission to Study the 
Tulsa Race Riot of 1921 
called for reparations for 
the massacre, including 
payment to survivors and 
descendants, a scholarship 
fund, establishment of an 
economic development 
zone in the historic area, 
and a memorial for reburial 
of remains of victims 
found in unmarked graves. 
“Perhaps this report, and 
subsequent humanitarian 
recovery events by the gov-
ernments and the good 
people of the state will ex-
tract us from the guilt and 
confirm the command-
ment of a good and just 
God — leaving the deadly 
deeds of 1921 buried in the 
call for redemption, his-
torical correctness, and re-
pair,” wrote then-state Rep. 

Don Ross in the prologue 
of the report. 

Turner, who arrived in 
the city in 2017 to lead his 
church, agrees with all of 
the commission’s rec-
ommendations and hopes 
for a full criminal investiga-
tion. His petition for repa-
rations has been signed by 
more than 26,000 people. 
“This is about sin and an 
abominable sin — racism,” 
said the minister, who calls 
the massacre a “genocide 
of people simply because 
of the color of their skin.” 

Gregory Thompson, co-
author of a new book, 
“Reparations: A Christian 
Call for Repentance and Re-
pair,” said the Tulsans’ de-
mands show how the 
movement for reparations 
has extended beyond 
atonement for the United 
States’ involvement in slav-
ery to repairing societal ills, 
and that not just the fed-
eral government but local 
and regional officials are 
being called to account. 
“It’s not to say that I don’t 
think the federal govern-
ment should be involved — 
I do,” said Thompson, a 
white scholar who directs 
Voices Underground, a 
team of researchers and 
community members fo-
cused on the history of the 
Underground Railroad in 
the Philadelphia area. “But 
I think community-based 
reparations allow African 
American leaders a lot 
more agency in this con-
versation than if it’s lo-
cated at the federal 
government, which is not 
equitably representative of 
African Americans.” 

 

By Adelle M. Banks  
RELIGION NEWS SERVICE 

AROUND THE TRIANGLE
RALEIGH 
SUGAR RUSH 
NC Sugar Rush all-dessert 

food truck rodeo is May 30, 
1-5 p.m., 200 Block E. Mar-
tin St. 

 
BUDGET 
A public hearing on Ra-

leigh’s proposed budget is 
June 1, 7 p.m.. Visit 
www.raleighnc.gov. 

 
MOTOWN 
The Legacy Motown 

Revue is June 3, 7 p.m., 
North Hills Mall. 

 
NCMA 
North Carolina Museum 

of Art will resume its Art in 
Bloom exhibition begin-
ning June 3-6 on Blue Ridge 
Road. 

 
TENNIS 
Cy King Summer Classic 

is June 4, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Raleigh Racquet Club, 5516 
Falls of Neuse Rd. 

 
OPENING 
Abu Omar Halal, a Med-

iterranean restaurant, will 
open June 5, 11 a.m. to 

2:30 p.m., 709 W. Peace St., 
Raleigh. 

 
MUSEUM 
NC Museum of Art will 

host a pop-up Art in Bloom 
June 5, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
V i s i t 
ncartmuseum.org/bloom. 

 
KICKBALL 
Goombay Women’s Kick-

ball season will begin June 
8, Knights of Columbus 
fields, 4301 Columbus 
Club Dr. Visit www.goom-
bayrd.com. 

 
CHAVIS 
Official ribbon cutting of 

the new John Chavis Me-
morial Park is June 12, 
10:30 a.m. Activities all 
day. RSVP by June 5 to 
RSVP@raleighnc.gov. 

 
DURHAM 
CHAMBER 
* June 2, 10-11 a.m.  – 

City of Durham Equity and 
Inclusion Department will 
hold an info session on its 
Small Local Business Enter-
prise Program. Register at 
durhamchamber.org. 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Pauli Murray Center for 

History and Social Justice 
and Jubilee! Community 
will host their next conver-
sation series June 3, 6:30-
7:45 p.m. virtually. 
Register on Zoom. 

 
BLOOD DRIVE 
Community Blood Drive 

is June 4, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
DPAC, 123 Vivian St. Reg-
ister at thebloodconnec-
tion.org. 

 
BLACK TECH 
State of Black Tech Sum-

mit is June 4-5 downtown 
Durham. Register at event-
brite.com. 

 
SOUL FOOD 
Taste of Soul Food Truck 

event is June 5, 2-7 p.m., 
Durham Central Park, 501 
Foster St. 

 
FULL FRAME 
The passes have sold out 

so the only way to see the 
Full Frame Film Festival is 
single ticket sales only. 
Visit fullframefest.org. 

 
 

The Rev. Robert R.A. Turner, center, draws attention to the 1921 Tulsa massacre 
every week in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

COURTESY

By Meg Kinnard 
RELIGION NEWS SERVICE 

Most NC families with children are eligible for a $335 
COVID-19 relief payment.

you have another chance to apply through May 31, 2021!

Did you miss out on $335 for 
NC families with children? 

Please see SHOOTER/7A

Get your  
financial goals 
back on schedule

Among the many devas-
tating problems the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
caused was this: plenty of 
Americans were left fret-
ting about the state of their 
finances. 

In a Pew Research Center 
survey, about half of non-
retired adults said the pan-
demic’s economic impact 
will make it harder for 
them to achieve their long-
term financial goals. 
Among those experiencing 
a financial struggle, 44% 
estimated it would take 
them three years, maybe 
more, to get back to where 
they were before the pan-
demic. Another 10% are 
even more pessimistic, 
saying it’s possible they 
will never recover. 

These are sobering re-
sults, though perhaps not 
surprising. We all watched 
over the last year as por-
tions of the economy shut 
down while our country 
did battle with the virus. 
Small businesses closed, 

some never to reopen 
again. Employees were 
told their services were no 
longer needed, and they 
went from drawing a regu-
lar paycheck to dealing 
with the frustrations of 
trying to draw unemploy-
ment. For many people, 
savings plans took a hit. 
That Pew Research survey 
showed that 31% of savers 
had reduced the amount 
they save. Among lower-
income Americans, 47% 
cut back on their savings. 

As a nation, we do see 
brightness ahead as Amer-
icans become vaccinated 
and the economy begins to 
right itself. What’s done is 
done, though, and those 
whose finances took a 
major blow must now fig-
ure out how to stabilize 
themselves and get back 
on course. 

Here are a few tips: 
* Make a plan: Figure out 

where your finances are 
right now. Look at your 
monthly expenses and 
your monthly income and 

By Alan Becker 
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE 

Please see GOALS/7A



Karen and Percy Norman are 
the swim parents of Clarke, 10, 
and Madison, 13. Both girls swim 
year-round and began swimming 
competitively at the age of 6. 
Karen sat down with Black Kids 
Swim to share her thoughts on 
the barriers that discourage Afri-
can Americans from swimming 
and her hopes for her daughters. 

BKS: What led you to encourage 
your daughters to swim? 

KN: My mother cannot swim. 
Her cousin drowned as a teen-
ager. Because of that, my mother 
made sure that all of her children 
learned how to swim. So, for us, 
swimming started as a safety 
issue. I made sure both of my 
daughters knew how to swim. 
Later, a friend of my oldest 
daughter introduced her to 
swimming as a sport and she 
loved it! It was a natural progres-
sion for our youngest daughter 
to follow her footsteps. 

BKS: What is your reaction to 
the statistic that 70% of African 
American children cannot swim? 

KN: That’s an alarming statis-
tic. I didn’t think it was that high. 
I see the disparity at swim meets, 
but I didn’t know the numbers 
were that bad. That is really 
shocking. I do think it is getting 
better, because I see more Afri-
can American children participat-
ing in the sport now than in the 
past. 

BKS: What do you see as one of 
the biggest reasons African 
Americans avoid swimming as a 
sport? 

KN: There are many barriers. 
Hair care is a huge one. And, as a 
community, we have to help our 
friends and family find ways to 
solve hair as an issue. And al-
though swimming can be expen-
sive, maintaining healthy hair is 
not a high cost activity. Today, 
natural hair is in vogue. Getting a 
perm is not the only way to wear 
our hair. In our family, we have 
found natural hair products and 
styles that we like. We make it a 
point to compliment our girls on 
their natural styles. In general, 
we deemphasize hair and other 
external forms of beauty. 

BKS: Do you have any hair ad-
vice for other swim moms?  

KN: My daughters swim three 
to six times per week. We wash 
their hair with shampoo and al-
ways use both a conditioner and 
a leave-in conditioner. The leave-
in conditioner is key. We’ve tried 
just about every product on the 
market! We tend to favor pro-
ducts with shea butter. Now, we 
are using It’s Yours Hair Co. and 
Mixed Chicks. My oldest daugh-
ter typically wears her hair in a 
pony tail, and our youngest 
daughter tries a variety of styles, 
including individual braids, corn-
rows and twists. 

BKS: Are there any other bar-
riers that keep African Americans 
from swimming competitively? 

KN: I’m not sure if it’s institu-
tional, cultural, a belief in neg-
ative stereotypes, myths or just 
fear. But there is something 
keeping our community from 
swimming in larger numbers. 
Many of us need to overcome our 
fear of the water. One of my rel-
atives was afraid my daughters 
would get sick if they went out-
side in winter weather after swim 
practice! I just promised to make 
them wear a hat and coat. We all 
have concerns but those con-
cerns can be addressed and over-
come. 

BKS: What impact has swim-
ming had on your daughters’ 
lives? 

KN: Participation in swimming 
requires them to manage their 
time, and this is a skill transfer-
rable to academics. They use 
their free time for homework, 
even on the bus ride home from 
school. And when they get home, 
they get right to work on school 
assignments. They know they 
don’t have time to waste.  
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Parents 
must 
push kids 
to swim

Former North Carolina 
Central men’s golfer Zane 
Lewis (2014-18) is one step 
away from qualifying for the 
2021 U.S. Open next month 
at Torrey Pines Golf Club in 
San Diego.  

Lewis was among more 
than 9,000 U.S. golfers who 
participated in local qual-
ifying events in April and 
May seeking to advance to 
sectional qualifying. Playing 
at the Duke University Golf 
Course, a course he is very 
familiar with from his days 
at NCCU, Lewis fired a 71 to 
tie for first and become one 
of only five golfers out of a 
field of 84 to earn a spot in 
sectional qualifying on June 
7. The top 10 aggregate 
point earners from those 11 
events, who are otherwise 
not exempt, will earn a place 
in the U.S. Open field. 

Lewis had an illustrious 
collegiate career at NCCU. 
He finished with the 
school’s second-best career 
scoring average of 76.15 in 
his four seasons, achieving 
nine top-10 finishes and 
three top-5 performances. 
As a senior, he recorded 
NCCU’s second-best single-
season scoring record with 
an average of 74.28 strokes 
per round. 

As Lewis prepares for his 
36-hole event in sectional 
qualifying, he took some 
time with the MEAC to dis-
cuss his preparation, what it 
would mean to play in the 
U.S. Open and his time as a 
student-athlete. 

Q: How nervous were you 
in the local qualifying round 
heading to the 18th hole 
when you knew you were in 
contention to advance? 

A: Honestly, I was more 
nervous standing over my 3-
foot putt for par on 17 to 
stay even. At the time, I did-
n’t actually know it was to 
be a co-medalist and put me 
in a position to qualify for 
the sectional qualifier. 

Q: How are you preparing 
as you head to sectional 
qualifying and the chance to 
make the U.S. Open field? 

A: I am playing in as many 
events as possible and try-
ing to stay busy working on 
my game and staying ready. 

Q: Who or what has in-
spired you to pursue a ca-
reer in golf? 

A: I’ve been around golf 
my entire life, but I chose to 
focus on baseball when I 
was younger. I had a very 
good opportunity early on 
to take up golf with my dad, 
so I felt I had to take advan-
tage of that and the access it 
provided me to the game. 

Q: Describe your experi-
ence at NCCU?  

A: NCCU was a very good 
experience for me. Everyone 
was very nice, and I knew a 
lot of people at the school. 
My teachers would work 
with my golf schedule and 
understood how time con-
suming both golf and school 
could be. To travel with a Di-
vision I team and play some 
very good courses and tour-
naments – that’s all you 
could ask for – and it was an 
awesome opportunity that 
helped get me where I am 
today. 

Q: What made you choose 
NCCU?  

A: NCCU was the first Divi-
sion I offer I got to play golf, 
and I took it. It sounds 
pretty simple but that’s it. 

Q: What was it like jug-
gling a full-time job, the 
NCCU golf team, and pursu-
ing a professional golf ca-
reer all at the same time? 

A: Both my job colleagues 
and my teachers and 
coaches knew how crazy 
and overwhelming it could 
all be. But they all under-
stand the demands student-
athletes face and had their 
ways of taking off the load a 
little bit and being flexible 
with my schedule. 

Q: What are some of your 
favorite memories at NCCU, 
and what did it mean to you 
to break the 10-year-old 
Eagles record for the low 
round at the Donald Ross In-
tercollegiate? 

A: Obviously, that would 
be one of the top ones for 
sure. It was also one of my 
first times breaking par in a 
college tournament and to 
do it like that was really fun. 
Traveling to the PGA Minor-
ity in Port St. Lucie, Florida, 
and getting to experience 
top notch golfing facilities. 

Q&A 
with ex-
NCCU 
golfer

COURTESY
Madison and Clarke Norman.

Williams

Football classic  
heading to  
Charlotte in 2022

highest GPA in 2019 and 
2020. The NCCU alumna 
also earned several admin-
istrative awards. 

 
MEAC loss 
And speaking of stepping 

down, MEAC Assistant 
Commissioner Maurice Wil-
liams is leaving the position 
effective May 31.  

It’s been night and day 
since Maurice “returned” to 
the MEAC. He was Hamp-
ton’s sports information di-
rector before leaving for 
another university.  He will 
be sorely missed. 

 
SAU Innovation 
St. Aug’s sports infor-

mation department was 
given the CIAA Innovative 
Award during the confer-
ence’s virtual General As-
sembly meeting. The award 
is for “keeping fans and 
alumni engaged” through 
various mediums. We all 
know the brainchild behind 
this is SID Anthony Jeffries. 

 
CIAA partnership 
The CIAA and the Rich-

mond Region Tourism have 
entered into a three-year 
partnership that will bring 
several spring champion-
ships to the city beginning 
next year. Outdoor track 
and field and women’s ten-
nis will be held at Virginia 
State, and softball at Vir-
ginia Union.  

 
 

One of the best rivalries in 
college sports is heading to 
Charlotte in 2022 and 2027. 
The Aggie-Eagle Classic will 

throw down at 
Bank of Amer-
ica Stadium in 
the inaugural 
Duke’s Mayo 
Classic Labor 
Day weekend. 

100 Black 
Men of Greater 
Charlotte and 
the Leon Frank 

Agency have partnered with 
the Charlotte Sports Foun-
dation to put the classic to-
gether. More details to 
come. 

 
Eagles lose in thriller 
What. A. Game.  
North Carolina Central 

was thisclose (sic) to win-
ning its one and only MEAC 
baseball championship be-
fore riding off into the sun-
set.  

But Norfolk State had 
other ideas. The Spartans 
rallied from 6-4 down in the 
bottom of the 10th inning 
to take a 7-6 victory in 11 
innings. The Eagles finish 
the season with the second-
most wins in a single sea-
son (27-20). 

MEAC Pitcher of the Year 
Ryan Miller is a semifinalist 
for the 2021 Dick Howser 
Trophy, one of college 
baseball’s most prestigious 
awards. 

* Another thriller oc-
curred over in the SWAC, 
where Southern scored 
three runs in the ninth in-
ning to overtake Jackson 
State 7-6 and claim its sec-
ond straight tournament 
championship. 

O’Neill Burgos was the 
hero with a three-run 
homer to give the Jaguars 
the lead, and the defense 
did the rest. Naturally, Bur-
gos was named the tourna-
ment’s most valuable 
player. 

 
Football camps 
Shaw will hold a football 

prospect camp June 11-12 
at Chavis Memorial Park. 
The camp, for ninth-graders 
and up, will run from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Email to-
ryeon.hester@shawu.edu. 

* Over at rival St. Augus-
tine’s, women’s basketball 
will host a summer camp 
June 14-18 for grades three 
to eight. Email new coach 
Ebony Tanner-Moore at 
emoore@st-aug.edu. 

 
2 ADs step down 
Lynn Thompson, Be-

thune-Cookman’s vice pres-
ident for intercollegiate 
athletics, is leaving after 30 
years when his contract ex-
pires in June. CC doesn’t 
have the space to list all of 
Thompson’s accomplish-
ments, so we’ll just let him 
say it. 

“I thank God for the honor 
of serving with and touch-
ing the lives of world 
changing student-athletes 
and staff members at the 

university that I love, but 
it's time. It has been my 
life's ministry to help build 
the brand of B-CU, establish 
Wildcat athletics as a com-
prehensive championship 
program, but most of all de-
velop student-athletes into 
champions in life through 
their experiences in our 
program and at our univer-
sity," he said. "… Making 
this change now gives me 
the opportunity to focus 
some time on the most im-
portant things to me and 
my family while embracing 
new opportunities in the 
next steps in my personal 
and professional journey." 

* Over in the SWAC, Ala-
bama State AD Jennifer 
Lynne Williams resigned 
last week after five years 
with the university to take 
the position of chief devel-
opment officer of the USA 
Basketball Foundation. 

“It has been a privilege to 
serve as the director of ath-
letics, and I am thankful 
that president (Quinton) 
Ross gave me the opportu-
nity to lead the department 
in 2018,” she said. “I have 
thoroughly enjoyed work-
ing with our wonderful stu-
dent-athletes, staff and 
coaches the past four 
years.” 

Under Williams’ leader-
ship, the sports programs 
won 43 conference cham-
pionships, three straight 
commissioner cups and the 
SWAC academic award for 

COLLEGE CORNER

BLACK KIDS SWIM

Thompson

Southern baseball

COURTESY OF 160 OVER 90
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anticipation that then-Pres-
ident Donald Trump might 
swiftly resume federal ex-
ecutions, following cessa-
tion of the practice under 
several previous admin-
istrations. 

Trump’s decision to re-
instate federal executions 
didn’t come until 2020, ho-
wever, when his Justice De-
partment ended a 17-year 
hiatus, going on to oversee 
a total of 13 federal ex-

Charleston church shooter 
making appellate arguments

ecutions. Due to his re-
maining appeals, Roof’s 
case was not eligible for ex-
ecution at that time. 

Although President Joe 
Biden – who as a candidate 
said he’d work to end fed-
eral executions – hasn’t 
spoken publicly about cap-
ital punishment in office, 
White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki said in March 
that he continues to have 
“grave concerns” about it. 
The president could in-

struct his Justice Depart-
ment not to carry out ex-
ecutions during his 
presidency. 

If unsuccessful in his di-
rect 4th Circuit appeal, 
Roof could file what’s 
known as a 2255 appeal, or 
a request that the trial 
court review the constitu-
tionality of his conviction 
and sentence. He could 
also petition the U.S. Su-
preme Court or seek a 
presidential pardon. 

Continued from page 5A

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE! 

844-805-2431

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 
Off er valid February 15, 2021 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install 
and activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for
a full list of terms and conditions. 

LETTER

On Oct. 4, 2019, the Dur-
ham Public Schools Board 
purchased 57.148 acres of 
land on which to build a 
“new” Northern High 
School.  

The land is within prox-
imity to the Old Farm 
neighborhood and the 
John F. Kennedy high rise 
for the elderly and the dis-
abled.  

The Old Farm neighbor-
hood is a long, established, 
predominantly black 
neighborhood comprised 
of retired professionals, 
the elderly and disabled 
adults, working class res-
idents and generational 
families who live in the 
homes of their parents/rel-
atives who were former 
homeowners in the neigh-
borhood. 

Durham Public Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Pascal 
Mubenga has much to say 
about “community” in the 
DPS 2018-23 Strategic Plan. 
However, in 2021, DPS 
conveniently changed Bus 
Route Policy 6400.2 that 
was adopted in 1995, 
“School buses shall be 
routed on state or city 
maintained main or pri-
mary roads and not onto 
side roads or into housing 
developments.”   

The change in policy to 
6321 “Bus Routes” does 
not include that statement.  
It was intentionally deleted 
so that DPS could legalize 
extending Old Well Street 
in Old Farm that connects 

to Seven Oaks Rd. in Old 
Farm, to motorcade 28 
school buses daily through 
the Old Farm neighbor-
hood, which is a housing 
development.  

In addition, DPS plans to 
construct the school’s sta-
dium within proximity to 
the Old Farm neighbor-
hood and the JFK residen-
tial high rise.  

DPS School Board and su-
perintendent Mubenga 
have no regard for “com-
munity” as they allege. The 
Old Farm neighborhood is 
“community.” 

DPS willfully plans to dis-
regard the neighborhood: 
intrude in its space; sub-
ject the neighborhood to 
carcinogenic fumes from 
the 28 buses that are 
known to cause lung 
cancer, delaying other traf-
fic and blocking the drive-
ways of the neighbors on 
Seven Oaks as the 28 buses 
line up Seven Oaks Rd. 
waiting for the traffic light 
to change; construct a 
third ingress and egress 
into the Old Farm neigh-
borhood by extending Old 
Well Street, consequently 
luring other traffic into the 
neighborhood, (school 
staff drivers, school activ-
ity buses, student drivers, 
parents and others who 
choose to walk through the 
neighborhood as a short 
cut to N. Roxboro St.); ex-
pose the neighborhood 
and JFK Towers to noise 
and lights from the sta-

dium when games are 
played; promote loitering; 
cause rubbish and debris 
to be deposited in the 
neighborhood; heighten 
crime; devalue the homes 
in the neighborhood by the 
buses processing through; 
forcefully reorder the way 
of life for the neighbor-
hood; and infringe upon 
the neighbors right to live 
in a safe, peaceful and en-
vironmentally healthy 
neighborhood.   

That is unusual and un-
warranted encroachment 
into the Old Farm neigh-
borhood. No other neigh-
borhood in Durham serves 
as a thoroughfare for a mo-
torcade of buses to parade 
through its neighborhood. 
Old Farm like other neigh-
borhoods has the usual 
and customary buses to 
come into the neighbor-
hood. Why should Old 
Farm serve as the conduit 
for the new Northern High 
School bus route?  

DPS justification is they 
need a traffic light for the 
buses to turn left on N. 
Roxboro and the traffic 
light at Seven Oaks Road 
will effectuate that need. It 
is unbelievable that DPS 
will disrupt the Old Farm 
neighborhood for a traffic 
light rather than create/uti-
lize other options to re-
route the buses! That is 
downright INSENSITIVE!!! 

 
Gail Perry 
Email 

Insensitive decision of the 
Durham Public Schools 
board on black community

SCHOOL NEWS

ORANGE COUNTY 
Anthony (Tony) Jackson 

has been hired as the next 
superintendent of Cha-

tham County 
Schools. Jack-
son, who was 
r e c e n t l y 
named the 
2020 A. Craig 
Phillips North 
Carolina su-
perintendent 
of the year, 

will take office on July 6. 
Jackson has enjoyed a 

long and successful career 
in public education span-
ning more than 30 years in 
North Carolina, Virginia, 

and Washington, D.C. Since 
2015, he has served as su-
perintendent of Vance 
County Schools, where he 
led initiatives that in-
creased the graduation 
rate, decreased the drop-
out rate, and reduced long-
term suspensions, as well 
as implementing the dis-
trict’s first one-to-one digi-
tal learning initiative. Prior 
to joining VCS, ] Jackson 
spent a total of eight years 
as superintendent of Nash-
Rocky Mount Public 
Schools and Henry County 
Public Schools.  

Jackson received his 
bachelor’s degree in music 

education from East Caro-
lina University. He earned 
master’s and doctorate de-
grees in educational lead-
ership from North Carolina 
Central University and 
Walden University. 

* Tommy and Gail 
McNeill of Durham re-
cently presented a $10,000 
check to Scroggs Elemen-
tary teacher Eugenia Floyd, 
the North Carolina teacher 
of the year. “The purpose 
of this donation is for Ms. 
Floyd to continue being an 
influential teacher here at 
Mary Scroggs, and we’re 
delighted to support your 
continuing education.” 

Jackson

DURHAM – An artificial 
intelligence tool being de-
veloped by Duke scientists 
can be added to the stan-
dard toilet to help analyze 
patients’ stool and give 
gastroenterologists the in-
formation they need to 
provide appropriate treat-
ment for chronic issues 
such as inflammatory 
bowel disease and irritable 
bowel syndrome.  

The work is being done 
by Duke University’s 
Center for Water, Sanita-
tion, Hygiene and Infec-
tious Disease, which was 
presented at the virtual 
conference Digestive Dis-
ease Week 2021. “Typi-
cally, gastroenterologists 
have to rely on patient self-
reported information 
about their stool to help 
determine the cause of 
their gastrointestinal 
health issues, which can be 
very unreliable,” said Deb-
orah Fisher, M.D., Duke as-
sociate professor of 
medicine and one of the 
lead authors on the study. 
“Patients often can’t re-
member what their stool 
looks like or how often 
they have a bowel move-
ment, which is part of the 
standard monitoring pro-
cess,” Fisher said. “The 
Smart Toilet technology 
will allow us to gather the 

long-term information 
needed to make a more ac-
curate and timely diagno-
sis of chronic 
gastrointestinal problems.”  

For example, a flare of 
IBD could be diagnosed 
using Smart Toilet, and re-
sponse to a drug or diet 
treatment could be mon-
itored. If the technology 
were installed in bath-
rooms in a long-term care 
facility, initial diagnosis of 
acute conditions could be 
improved.  

The technology can be 
retrofitted within the pipes 
of an existing toilet. Once a 
person has a bowel move-
ment and flushes, the toilet 
will take an image of the 
stool within the pipes. The 
data collected over time 
will provide a gastroen-
terologist a better under-
standing of a patient’s 
stool form (i.e., loose, nor-
mal or constipated) and the 
presence of blood, allow-
ing them to diagnose the 
patient and provide the 
right treatment for their 
condition.  

To develop the artificial 
intelligence image analysis 
tool for the Smart Toilet, 
researchers analyzed 
3,328 unique stool images 
found online or provided 
by research participants. 
All images were reviewed 
and annotated by gastro-
enterologists according to 

the Bristol Stool Scale, a 
common clinical tool for 
classifying stool. Using a 
convolutional neural net-
work, a type of deep learn-
ing algorithm that can 
analyze images, research-
ers found that the algo-
rithm accurately classified 
the stool form 85% of the 
time and gross blood de-
tection was accurate in 76% 
of the images.  

“We are optimistic about 
patient willingness to use 
this technology because 
it’s something that can be 
installed in their toilet’s 
pipes and doesn’t require 
the patient to do anything 
other than flush,” said 
Sonia Grego, Ph.D., found-
ing director of the Duke 
Smart Toilet Lab and a lead 
researcher on the study. 
“This could be especially 
useful for patients who 
may not be able to report 
their conditions, such as 
those who live in a long-
term care facility.” 

The prototype has prom-
ising feasibility, but it is 
not yet available to the 
public. Researchers are de-
veloping additional fea-
tures of the technology to 
include stool specimen 
sampling for biochemical 
marker analysis that will 
provide highly specific dis-
ease data to meet the 
needs of patients and gas-
troenterologists.  

’Smart Toilet’ uses AI to 
monitor bowel health

DUKE NEWS COMMUNICATIONS

see how they stack up. Are 
there ways you can cut 
back on expenses. Of 
course, that may mean 
making sacrifices, a hard 
ask since you may have 
sacrificed so much already 
in the last year. Indeed, 
42% of the Americans that 
Pew Research surveyed 
said they are spending less 
money than usual since the 
pandemic began. But you 
can feel more confident 
going forward if you write 
down a plan that outlines 
where your finances are, 
where you would like them 
to be, and what steps you 
need to take to get there. 

* Begin saving: again as 
soon as you can. One of the 
most insidious aspects of 
financial struggles is that 
they beget other financial 
struggles. You can’t pay 
this month’s electric bill, 
so you charge it to a credit 

Get your financial goals 
back on schedule

card, which means now 
you are paying that bill off 
with interest, which means 
it’s even harder to save for 
retirement or emergencies. 
But saving is important, 
and the sooner you can get 
back to doing it regularly, 
the better, even if it’s just a 
small amount to begin 
with. One of the best ways 
to save is if your employer 
offers a 401(k) plan where 
your contributions go di-
rectly into your account 
without you ever touching 
the money. This is even 
better when the employer 
offers a company match, 
free money that boosts 
your savings even more.  

* Consider postponing 
retirement: If you were 
forced to reduce your con-
tributions to your retire-
ment savings – or worse, 
had to dip into those retire-
ment funds to meet 
monthly expenses – it 
might be a good idea to 

take another look at your 
retirement timeline. Per-
haps it would be wise to 
postpone retirement a few 
years, giving you more 
time to build back what 
was lost.  

* Review your Social Se-
curity options: When you 
close in on Social Security 
age, you have decisions to 
make. The pandemic may 
have changed what you 
want or need to do. You 
can take your Social Secu-
rity benefit early, at 62, but 
that means a reduced 
monthly check for the rest 
of your life. You can wait 
until your full eligibility 
age, which for most people 
is 66 or 67. Or you can put 
off claiming Social Security 
until age 70, and be re-
warded with a bigger 
monthly check. Perhaps 
pre-pandemic you had 
your Social Security plan 
all figured out, and pos-
sibly that plan still works. 

Continued from page 5A
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Bring summer back:  
Get vaccinated.

Find a vaccination appointment near you at MySpot.nc.gov  
or call 888-675-4567.
Let’s get back to the people and places we love this summer. Getting your 
safe, effective and free COVID-19 vaccine will protect you and others. 
Millions of people have already taken it—and the only lasting side effect is 
getting everyone back together.

As the sunny days of 
summer begin to return, 
many North Carolinians 
are eager to put the 
COVID-19 pandemic be-
hind them and safely 
get back to the things 
that bring us together. 
From family reunions to 
in-person Sunday 
church service, it’s time 
to get back to the activ-
ities and the people we 
love the most. And with 
increased COVID-19 
vaccine availability ac-
ross our state, more and 
more people are getting 
their chance to make up 
for time lost during the 
pandemic.  

Fortunately, there is 
good news for helping 
our children get back to 
the fuller lives they had 
before the pandemic. 
The tested, safe and ef-
fective Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine is now available 

Bringing Summer Back: 
COVID-19 Vaccines for 
Teens 

for teenagers ages 12 
and up. Young people 
are vulnerable to the 
virus, just like everyone 
else. In North Carolina, 
close to 123,000 chil-
dren 0 to 17 years old 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19.  

Vaccine availability for 
teenagers ages 12 and 
up comes at just the 
right time to bring 
summer back for teen-
agers and help to get 
them safely back in 
school full time next 
year. Getting them vac-
cinated is the best way 
to protect them, prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 
and protect others.  

Significant progress 
has been made in get-
ting more people vacci-
nated as quickly and 
fairly as possible. But 
there is still more to do 
to fight this virus. Get-

ting your family vacci-
nated is still the best 
way to slow the spread 
of COVID-19 and make 
sure that the worst days 
of this pandemic remain 
behind us.  

MySpot.nc.gov, run by 
the North Carolina De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services, is the 
best place to find infor-
mation about COVID-19 
vaccines and nearby 
vaccination locations. 
To find providers with 
the Pfizer vaccine, go to 
MySpot.nc.gov and filter 
for Pfizer. Remember, 
getting vaccinated 
means that you’ll have 
added protection and 
peace of mind in know-
ing that you’ve taken 
the necessary steps to 
keep yourself, your 
loved ones and your 
neighbors safe.  

 

ADVERTORIAL

Left to right: Jonathan Melton and Lenora Southerland.

Raleigh city councilman 
Jonathan Melton is excited 
to spend an extra $720,000 
on designer bus shelters. 
Bus rider Lenora South-
erland just wants a place to 
sit while she waits. 

Instead of moving 
quickly to add bus benches 
and shelters at more than 
1,000 bus stops with 
neither, the city council 
continues to hype an ex-
pensive yet inferior cus-
tom shelter design at the 
expense of taxpayers and 
users. 

While we’ve become ac-
customed to a Council put-
ting selfie brand memes 
ahead of our city’s press-
ing problems, rarely do 
their actions offer up such 
a stark portrait of  hypoc-
risies as the recent images 
of Jonathan Melton and Le-
nora Southerland. 

Mayor Mary Ann Baldwin 
continues to defend the in-
ferior shelters’ extensive 
review process, while care-
fully avoiding the fact that 
the process has been ex-
tensive because it has been 
littered with design flaws, 
performance shortcomings 
and cost overruns.  

Here are the facts that 
Baldwin and the rest of 
Council continue to sup-
press in favor of their end-
less, self-serving memes: 

If you have been follow-
ing the issue of Raleigh’s 
shortage of bus shelters, 
you may be aware that 
there was a contest to se-

lect a new design for bus 
shelters in 2016.  

What you may not know 
is the competition had 
some criteria the entrants 
were expected to comply 
with. Those criteria are 
listed in the “competition 
brief” below. 

 
COMPETITION BRIEF 
AIA Activate NC invited 

designers to explore and 
develop a GoRaleigh bus 
shelter prototype design to 
generate excitement about 
transit while incorporating 
the new GoRaleigh brand-
ing to bus stops and bus 
shelters.  

The design must also ad-
dress user criteria such as 
shelter from the elements, 
visibility, comfort, and 
safety.  

The competition asked 
design teams to create a 
new prototype bus shelter 
design within a $4,000 
budget for potential city-
wide implementation.  

The “winning” design ac-
tually costs the city $8,300 
to purchase. Over twice the 
cost of the defined rules of 
the competition.  

We assume the $4,000 
budget, at 2016 prices, was 
intended to keep the de-
sign in line with the cost of 
a standard bus shelter and 
avoid busting the budget 
for shelters.  

At today’s prices, a stan-
dard shelter costs $4,700. 
So, the new design costs an 
extra $3,600 per shelter. 

You may wonder if the 

winning design met the 
other criteria so well as to 
justify the exorbitant cost. 
Well, no, it didn’t.  

The other criteria for the 
competition were: 

* shelter from the ele-
ments 

* visibility 
* safety 
The city conducted a 

public survey comparing 
the new design to the exist-
ing standard bus shelter 
and the results did not 
show a winning compari-
son.  

Only 34% of respondents 
felt the new design pro-
vided adequate shelter 
from the elements and 66% 
felt they provided no in-
creased safety. For visibil-
ity? They are certainly easy 
to see. But, once you are 
seated inside the shelter, 
the user’s ability to stay 
aware of their surround-
ings is severely limited. 

In March 2020, the city 
council voted to approve 
moving forward with this 
design despite the fact that 
it did not meet the criteria 
set forth in the competi-
tion. This new design costs 
$3,600 more per shelter 
than the standard shelters 
it will replace. The end re-
sult is that the city has 
committed to spending an 
extra $720,000 over the 
cost of standard shelters 
on the 200 bus shelters 
planned for installation. All 
this while 1,000 bus stops 
go without even a bench to 
sit on. 

Budget-busting bus shelters
LIVABLE RALEIGH BLOG
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BOOK
The Nation Must Awake 
By Mary E. Jones Parrish 
Trinity University Press, 

$18.95 PB 
 
Mary Parrish was reading 

in her home when the 
Tulsa race massacre began 
on the evening of May 31, 
1921. Parrish’s daughter, 
Florence Mary, called the 
young journalist and 
teacher to the window. 
“Mother,” she said, “I see 
men with guns.”  

The two eventually fled 
into the night under a hail 
of bullets and unwittingly 
became eyewitnesses to 
one of the greatest race 
tragedies in American his-
tory.  

Spurred by word that a 
young Black man was 
about to be lynched for 
stepping on a white 
woman’s foot, a three-day 
riot erupted that saw the 
death of hundreds of Black 
Oklahomans and the de-
struction of the Green-
wood district, a 
prosperous, primarily 
Black area known na-
tionally as Black Wall 

of the loss of human life 
and property at the hands 
of white vigilantes. The 
testimonies shine light on 
Black residents’ bravery 
and the horror of seeing 
their neighbors gunned 
down and their com-
munity lost to flames.  

Parrish hoped that her 
book would “open the 
eyes of the thinking 
people to the impending 
danger of letting such con-
ditions exist and in the 
‘Land of the Free and the 
Home of the Brave.’” Al-
though the story is a hun-
dred years old, elements 
of its racial injustices are 
still being replayed in the 
streets of America today.  
It includes an afterword by 
M. Parrish’s great-grand-
daughter, Anneliese 
Bruner, and an introduc-
tion by the late historian 
and activist John Hope 
Franklin and New York 
Times bestselling author 
Scott Ellsworth, author of 
“The Ground Breaking: An 
American City and Its 
Search for Justice.” 

 

Street. The murdered were 
buried in mass graves, 
thousands 
were left 
homeless, 
and mil-
lions of 
d o l l a r s ’ 
worth of 
B l a c k -
o w n e d 
property 
w a s 
burned to the ground. The 
incident, which was hid-
den from history for dec-
ades, is now recognized as 
the single worst episode of 
racial violence in the 
United States.  

“The Nation Must Awake: 
My Witness to the Tulsa 
Race Massacre of 1921,” 
published for a wide au-
dience for the first time, is 
Parrish’s first-person ac-
count, along with the rec-
ollections of dozens of 
others, compiled immedi-
ately following the 
tragedy. With meticulous 
attention to detail that 
transports readers to 
those fateful days, Parrish 
documents the magnitude 




