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John B. King may have never become secretary of education 
under President Barack Obama if it wasn’t for school, and not 
just because of what he learned in the classroom.  

King lost his mom at 8 and his dad at 12, and said going to 
school in New York City was his refuge from the turmoil of his 
life at home.  

“The thing that saved me, the reason I’m standing here today, 
is I had a series of phenomenal New York City public school edu-
cators who made school a place that was safe and nurturing and 
engaging,” he said. “A place where I could be a kid when I could-
n’t be a kid at home.” 

Now president and CEO of The Education Trust, King said that 
having a teaching force that reflects the increasingly diverse stu-
dent populations of the United States is key to the success of 
our entire country.  

“The potential here is not just about diversifying the teacher 
workforce today. This is about the long-term health and well-
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DURHAM – Founder Brian 
Hamilton has been serving as 
the board chair for Inmates 
to Entrepreneurs since the 
group starting having a 
board about four years ago.  

Now, after 10 years work-
ing with the group in various 
capacities, former inmate 
and current entrepreneur 
Lawrence Carpenter has 
been named the new chair-
man. “He’s just the obvious 
choice to lead the organiza-
tion, and we’re excited about 
it,” Hamilton said. 

Hamilton said Carpenter 
has worked with the group as 
a mentor, speaker, board 
member, and more over his 
decade-long tenure. “Of 
course, he’s a very great 
teacher,” Hamilton said. “Ul-
timately, too, he represents 
the best of what we’re trying 
to teach” – showing how in-
mates can transform their 
lives through entrepreneur-
ship.  

“I’ve been doing this 27 
years, and it’s been a long 
time, but I haven’t been in 
prison – or not yet anyway,” 
Hamilton said with a laugh. 
“He’s been a prisoner, an en-
trepreneur, a volunteer, a 
board member; he’s done it 
all.” 

For his part, Carpenter says 
he is excited about his new 
role and grateful for the faith 
the board has put in him. “I 
just believe in this program 
so much. I see what kind of 
impact it makes,” he said.  

Carpenter founded Super-
clean Professional Janitorial 
Services in 2002 as a one-
man operation. Now, he has 
63 employees in North Caro-
lina, Virginia, and South Car-
olina.  

He said he came up with 
the idea after praying to God 
during his second stint in 
prison. Initially, he said, “I 
was like, ‘No. No way. No way 
am I putting my head in 
someone’s toilet.”  

Then he prayed again and 
got the same answer. He 
started thinking about it and 
realized that it was a low 
startup business, and he 
knew that he could get out of 
it what he put into it.  

Before he opened his busi-
ness, Carpenter had spent 
well over a decade selling 
drugs. He started when he 
was just 11 to help provide 
for himself and his family 
since his father was in and 
out of prison, and his mother 
was a heroin addict. He went 
to prison for that and rob-
bery, got out, and went back 
to the same routine.  

When he was in prison the 
second time, he said he saw 
guys he knew getting longer 
sentences for more serious 
crimes, and he realized he 
was on the same path. By 
then, he had a wife and a 
child, so he put his head 
down, read his Bible, and 
studied business.  

RALEIGH — The NAACP’s 
national president chas-
tised women who recently 
went public with a sexual 
harassment claim, and he 
was reluctant to swiftly 
deal with the accusations 
against a former North 
Carolina officer, according 
to emails and recordings 
obtained by The Associ-
ated Press. 

The emails also indicate 
that he knew about the 
complaint two years be-
fore he says he did. 

NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson spoke in October 
at the state convention of 
the North Carolina confer-
ence, which was roiling be-
cause less than two weeks 
earlier, a former employee 
had held a news confer-
ence where she accused 
her supervisor of sexual 
harassment. With no news 
reporters present, he 
urged members not to 
further air the accusations 
in public, according to re-
cordings provided to The 
Associated Press by a per-
son who sought anonym-
ity for fear of retribution.  

Two people who at-
tended the meeting con-
firmed Johnson’s 
statements. The emails 
were provided by a person 
who also sought anonym-
ity because of fear of retri-
bution. 

Jazmyne Childs, a 
former youth and college 
director for the state chap-
ter, had made a public 
statement on September 
25 saying she had endured 
unwanted physical contact 
and harassment starting 
shortly after her employ-
ment began in 2017. She 
identified the harasser as 
her supervisor, the Rev. 
Curtis Gatewood, who was 
running for president of 
the state chapter at the 
time of the news confer-
ence. 

Gatewood said in an 
email on October 2 that 
while he never inten-
tionally harassed anyone, 
he realized his actions 
“may have been received 
as sexual.” 

Childs’ news conference 
came days after another 
announcement about the 
matter from the Elder 
Women of the NC NAACP, 
a group of older female 
leaders and members. Re-
sponding to a question 
about how can people be 
prevented from speaking 
to the media, Johnson 
made it clear that he was 
unhappy with public criti-
cism of the NAACP.  

“This is the sad part,” he 
said, adding that he hoped 
no one in the room would 
use the media as a tool, 
“because as we do this, 
others outside of us can 
easily seize the opportu-
nity to advance an interest 
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hands of every black man,” 
Mahoney said. “We black men 
have gifts. Let us use them to 
help our community. We can 
take back what was taken from 
us. Everything we need is right 
here in our community.” 

The book, published in Oc-
tober by RAIN Publishing, re-
cently was officially celebrated 
at The ACE Center in Knight-
dale with an author’s meet-n-
greet and book signing, 

Book written by black men for 
black men uplifts, encourages

KNIGHTDALE – Jason T. Ma-
honey’s vision of black men 
empowering each other 
through the written word ma-
terialized into “Letters to Our 
Brothers,” a compilation of 
writings centered on persever-
ance, wisdom, hope and 
achievement designed as a 
toolkit for success.  

The book features 44 co-au-
thors from different walks of 
life who share what they know 
from what they’ve experienced 
on their own individual jour-
neys as black men in America. 
Through prose, poetry and 
quotes, Letters includes per-
sonal testimonies of transfor-
mation through trial and 
triumph, as well as insight in-
tended to deepen self-worth, 
build character, and motivate 
higher standards for every 
black man and others who 
read it. 

The bottom-line message, 
brother to brother: “You are 
important, valuable, equal, 
good enough, adequate. You 
are our black brother!” 

“This book belongs in the 

featuring more than a dozen 
Letters co-authors from across 
the country. 

The state of America’s failed 
progress in race relations that 
finds black men – and women 
– in a chokehold of discrim-
ination, inequality, mistreat-
ment, and marginalization 
heightens the book’s urgency, 
said Mahoney, who initially 
sought 50 letters, but “God 
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A photo of Milner Memorial Presbyterian Church during its heyday.
WEBSITE

Presbyterian Homes, 
DHIC to build low-
income senior housing

 RALEIGH – Two nonprofits 
have announced a plan to turn 
the former home of Milner Me-
morial Presbyterian Church in 
Southeast Raleigh into an af-
fordable place to live for sen-
ior citizens. 

The partnership inked be-
tween The Presbyterian 
Homes and DHIC will build 
150 new apartments for low-
income seniors on the 4.6-acre 
site leased to them by The 
Presbytery of New Hope at the 
corner of New Bern Avenue 
and King Charles Road. Con-
struction is expected to begin 
in 2021, with an estimated 
cost totaling more than $20 
million. 

DHIC, championing its de-
velopment process best prac-
tice, recently invited residents 

By Lori D.R. Wiggins  
CORRESPONDENT 

to a community meeting to 
“get questions answered by 
those who will serve as our 
new neighbors,” said Yvette  
Holmes, DHIC’s vice president 
of resource development and 
partnerships.  

The meeting was held at the 
Washington Terrace com-
munity building, one of 
DHIC’s latest affordable hous-
ing projects. DHIC also will                   
present its plan for feedback 
at the East Citizens Advisory 
Council meetings in January 
and March. 

The project also will require 
city approval for rezoning. Ra-
leigh’s newly-elected Mayor 
Mary-Ann Baldwin, who al-
ready is moving to tackle the 
city’s affordable housing chal-
lenges with focus on policy 
changes and bond proposals, 
applauded the project.   

“This is equitable devel-
opment in the truest sense of 
the word,” Baldwin said in a 
prepared statement. “The City 
Council and (the) City of Ra-
leigh are proud to partner with 
DHIC and PHI to meet their 
goals to increase the amount 
of affordable housing in East 
Raleigh while respecting and 
adding value to the surround-
ing neighborhood.” 

Milner Memorial moved to 
the building in 1955. It is con-
sidered a contributing struc-
ture to the Longview Gardens 
Historic District, a post-World 
War II neighborhood. The 
church closed in March.  

The Presbytery of New Hope 
approved a 75-year ground 
lease to DHIC for $1,000.  

“The cost driver of afford-
able housing is the land itself,” 

Please see HOUSING/2A
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Co-authors of “Letters to Our Brothers” gathered at a book un-
veiling in Knightdale. Publisher Rachel Greggs is in red.



that’s against all of us. 
Although he called no 

one by name, women who 
attended both the news 
conference and the state 
convention said Johnson’s 
comments were clearly di-
rected at them since no 
one else had criticized the 
NAACP publicly. They said 
it was disappointing but 
not surprising, given what 
they described as a mi-
sogynistic culture within 
the 110-year-old civil 
rights organization. 

“It’s the same misogynis-
tic ideology that keeps 
down women and all who 
suffer sexual oppression 
and that goes against the 
mission of the NAACP,” 
said Ana Ilarraza-Black-
burn, a member of the 
state’s Elder Women. “That 
mission failed when the 
national failed to act. ... We 
went by protocol, we called 
the national, we asked 
what we were supposed to 
do, we submitted the infor-
mation, and they still 
didn’t act.” 

Daphne Holmes-
Johnson, another Elder 
Women member, said 
Johnson’s remarks were 
meant to chastise the 
women who spoke out for 
Childs. “His whole ap-
proach was to scold us as 
if we did something 
wrong,” she said.  

Before Johnson spoke, 
reporters were asked to 
leave the convention. The 
Associated Press later re-

NAACP leader chided 
women who made  
harassment claim

ceived a recording of 
Johnson’s remarks. Neither 
Johnson nor an NAACP 
spokesman responded to 
emails seeking comment.  

Johnson said members 
should seek help from the 
national office by request-
ing help through their 
board minutes or by filing 
a request for discipline 
through what’s called an 
Article 10 in the NAACP’s 
constitution. He said he 
knew nothing official 
about the harassment 
charges until September 
11, when Childs filed the 
Article 10 request for Gate-
wood.  

But emails show Johnson 
was made aware of Childs’ 
charges in October 2017. 
An email says he asked 
that a report by an outside 
investigator be forwarded 
to the national NAACP’s 
legal counsel, Brad Berry. It 
was sent by Irving Joyner, 
legal counsel for the North 
Carolina state conference 
and a law professor at 
North Carolina Central Uni-
versity.  

Emails also show that 
Childs attempted to reach 
Johnson at least three 
times when she filed the 
request for an Article 10 
hearing. In the September 
9 email, she said she would 
go public if she didn’t get a 
response. She then held a 
news conference on Sep-
tember 25. “First, I was vio-
lated by the Rev. Curtis 
Gatewood, then violated by 
the national NAACP,” she 
said. 

One day later, Johnson 
suspended Gatewood from 
NAACP membership pend-
ing a hearing into the sex-
ual harassment allegations. 
Johnson also said no one 
would have advised the 
state NAACP, Childs or her 
attorney, Geeta Kapur, to 
do anything other than 
request a disciplinary hear-
ing. 

But in a July 1, 2019, 
email to “Dear Leadership,” 
Berry noted that were “se-
rious concerns” about pro-
viding the investigative 
report to the state NAACP’s 
full executive committee 
because it might be dis-
closed to Gatewood and 
the public “right away.”  

“What I intended to ad-
vise — and hopefully did 
advise — was that the State 
Conference should not 
provide copies of the in-
vestigative report to the 
Executive Committee, but 
instead should orally sum-
marize the conclusions ...,” 
Berry wrote.  

He wrote that he also had 
advised that the confer-
ence seek a cease-and-de-
sist order. Johnson did 
offer some sympathy to 
victims of sexual harass-
ment. 

“There is no excuse, 
there is no room to tolerate 
any level of sexual harass-
ment,” he said. “You don’t 
attack individuals who 
make the claim of sexual 
harassment as if they’re 
dishonest or as if there was 
something wrong with 
them.” 

Continued from page 1A
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NC NAACP President Derrick Johnson faces reporters in Boston.
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Holmes said. “The fact that 
we’re going to be able to 
start the project with fa-
vorable terms for the land 
puts us in a great position.” 

Holmes said the project 
is an opportunity to ad-
dress growing concerns 
about area median income 
being too high for those in 
need, especially low-in-
come seniors, to meet the 
federally mandated eligi-
bility requirements for 
housing programs.  

“Given the housing crisis 
we’re in now, this will 
create more opportunities 
for our seniors,” she said. 
“If we don’t think strategi-
cally, beyond what we have 
in the past, we will lose 
ground and opportunities 
that exist now, when the 
need is already so great 
and so pressing." 

The Milner project also 
sits along the city’s pro-
posed bus rapid transit 
route, making it a prime lo-
cation for residents of 
modest incomes to benefit 
from the transportation 
service expansion.  

Also, Holmes notes, the 
area is accessible to other 
services, including health 
care. DHIC and PHI will 
work to increase the 

More low-income senior  
housing coming to Raleigh

number of onsite support 
services available to res-
idents to help them main-
tain stable housing and 
independence as they age. 

“There was a time when 
the only focus was hous-
ing,” Holmes said. “What 
we’ve seen over the last 10 
years is housing plus serv-
ices is what truly sustains 
and improves quality of 
life.” From the ability to 
live independently and 
stay connected to family to 
having access to food and 
health care, “there are so 
many needs beyond hous-
ing.”  

“We need 10 Milner proj-
ects coming out of the 
ground,” Holmes said. “I’m 
excited to see more people 
talking about affordable 
housing, but the question 
always is: How far are we 
willing to go to achieve the 
goal.” 

The Milner project is the 
second collaboration be-
tween PHI and DHIC. The 
first is the current  $47 mil-
lion preservation and re-
habilitation of Capital 
Towers Apartments, an af-
fordable housing com-
munity for senior citizens 
on Six Forks Road.  

The 297-unit building, 
developed by the Presbyte-

rians over 40 years ago, 
will feature fully refur-
bished apartments, new 
fitness and business 
centers, game and media 
rooms, expanded laundry 
facilities, and a catering 
kitchen.  

A fundraising effort is 
underway to fund a part-
nership with Resources for 
Seniors to hire an onsite 
services coordinator to 
help residents navigate 
various resources. The 
project is expected to be 
complete by the end of 
2020. 

PHI’s partnerships with 
DHIC are the organization's 
first venture into afford-
able housing, said Tim 
Webster, president and 
CEO of PHI, which operates 
continuing care retirement 
communities across the 
state.  

“We’re just very, very ex-
cited to partner with DHIC, 
to come together to pro-
vide affordable housing for 
seniors,” he said. “In this 
area that is in danger of 
losing housing that is af-
fordable for folks, we’re 
going to be able to provide 
that need for the people 
who need it.” 

 

Continued from page 1A

stopped at 44.” 
Their words can inspire 

change in perception and 
status quo by helping re-
write self, and social, 
narratives, said Terrance 
Ruth, a North Carolina 
State University professor 
and president of Justice 
Love Foundation.  

“We live in a city, state, 
community that is being 
celebrated,” said Ruth, 
who wrote a book review 
of Letters. Consider the 
applause around tech 
companies settling in, 
growing numbers of 
Ph.D.s produced here, and 
top-performing schools at 
home here, he said. The 
inverse of those acco-
lades, however, “is the ab-
sence of blackness,” he 
said. “From the founding 
of this country, there’s 
been a fear of the black 
male presence. Well, we’re 
going to challenge the de-
fault negative. We’re ac-
tually going to celebrate 
black presence. We’re 
going to celebrate black 
men.” 

Mahoney said efforts are 
underway to make the 

Book for black men 
written by black men

book a must-have every-
where black men are pres-
ent – from homes and 
schools to day care 
centers and nursing 
homes, as well as in cor-
rectional facilities, hospi-
tals, churches, and so on.  

In a “radical approach,” 
he said, talks have sur-
faced of Letters going 
home from the hospital 
with each parent of new-
born black male infants. 
“We believe it’s a tool that 
is needed for success; to 
remind the black man who 
he is,” and the strategies 
to celebrate his essence, 
he said.  

In “Our Secret Identity,” 
author J. Dwayne Garnett 
reminds readers, “We are 
not who they say we are.” 
In “History Makers,” au-
thor Derrick Wood urges 
his brothers to “Let your 
light shine and radiate 
from the inside so that it 
cast(s) light into every 
dark place that you may 
encounter.” In “Don’t For-
get Your Charger,” the 
Rev. Devin Paylor urges, 
“Get connected to the 
power supply,” saying 
“the Lord’s power is with 
you.” And in “History 

Makers,” author Derrick 
Wood opens with three life 
lessons: “Don’t let anyone 
devalue your self-worth or 
self-esteem;” “do not 
suffer in silence;” and “it is 
OK to cry.”  

Tears flowed at the book 
launch celebration when 
Darius Warren shared his 
testimony of hope and 
faith in the midst of ill-
ness, sentiments he 
poured into his letter, 
“How to Overcome.”  

For Warren, a Mebane 
native, a detached retina 
led to a host of medical 
challenges, including 
blindness and kidney fai-
lure. It also led him closer 
to God, his family and 
support system, and to 
himself. And it strength-
ened his sense of hope, 
faith and fight to live.  

“It was when I could not 
see that I saw the most,” 
he said.  

When the panel of co-au-
thors were asked how they 
would get an 18-year-old 
man committed to reading 
the book, the Rev. Justin 
Barbour said, “Read it to-
gether. It invites dialogue 
and strengthens relation-
ships.”  

Continued from page 1A

being of our economy 
and our democracy,” he 
said. 

King gave the keynote 
at the DRIVE Summit re-
cently in Raleigh, which 
brought together stake-
holders, leaders, and 
thought experts to talk 
about how North Caro-
lina can get more 
teachers of color in the 
classroom. The event 
was co-hosted by the 
Office of Gov. Roy 
Cooper, The Hunt Insti-
tute, and the N.C. Busi-
ness Committee for 
Education. 

King told the crowd 
that he remembered one 
teacher of color who 
had a particular impact 
on him: Miss D., his sev-
enth-grade social 
studies teacher at Mark 
Twain Junior High 
School in Coney Island.  

At this point, he had 
already lost his mother, 
and his father was suf-
fering from undia-
gnosed Alzheimer’s. 
King bore a lot of re-
sponsibility.  

“I was basically keep-
ing our household 
going,” he said. “I was 
figuring out how to get 
food in the house. I was 
figuring out how to pay 
bills.”  

He never knew how 
his dad was going to be: 
sad, mad, silent. While 
he was in school, he 
would often sit and 
wonder what he would 
come home to. He did 
that in every class — ex-
cept Miss D.’s.  

“Miss D. inspired me. 
She was one of the first 
teachers of color that I 
had,” he said. “And in 
her classroom, there 
was a sense of safety 
and a spirit of learning 
that was transfor-
mative.” 

After King’s keynote 
address, he sat down 
and talked with Rodney 
Robinson, the 2019 na-
tional teacher of the 
year. Robinson echoed 
the importance of 
teachers of color, point-
ing out how fortunate 
he was to have one for 

Education is a refuge for 
many black children

both third and fourth 
grade. “I know the stu-
dents that were in those 
classes. Most of us went 
on to college; all of us 
graduated high school,” 
he said.  

His fellow students of 
color who didn’t get ex-
posed to the same 
teachers weren’t so for-
tunate, he said. Even 
more impactful, per-
haps, was the assistant 
principal who came into 
his school during Robin-
son’s 12th grade year. 
The assistant principal 
was hired in the after-
math of two discrim-
ination lawsuits that 
happened during Robin-
son’s 11th grade year. 
The hiring of the black 
assistant principal was 
an attempt to placate 
the NAACP, Robinson 
said. 

That man, Dr. Lewis, 
had a profound impact. 
Robinson described an 
incident his senior year 
when a teacher said 
something racial to him, 
something that he might 
have ignored in pre-
vious years. “I was a 
senior, so I was a little 
tired of it,” he said.  

He turned his desk 
over, said some choice 
words, and got sent to 
the assistant principal’s 
office.  

Lewis sat Robinson 
down, and instead of 
launching into a discus-
sion about Robinson’s 
behavior, the assistant 
principal asked him 
where he was going to 
college. The assistant 
principal went on to tell 
Robinson about Virginia 
State University, a col-
lege that he said molded 
him from a “confused 
teenager to a confident 
man.” 

When the conver-
sation was over, Lewis 
finally brought up what 
Robinson had done in 
class. Instead of sending 
him home, he gave him 
five days of in-school 
suspension. On the first 
day of suspension, 
Lewis came in and 
helped Robinson fill out 
his application. The sec-

ond day, he helped Rob-
inson with financial aid. 
The third day, he helped 
Robinson find alumni 
associations and schol-
arships. “I had all the 
other white teachers tell 
me about college,” Rob-
inson said. “But I didn’t 
know anything about 
the college process.”  

During his keynote, 
King talked about the re-
search surrounding the 
impact of teachers of 
color on students like 
Robinson and himself. 
Having a black teacher 
in elementary school 
just one time can have 
an impact on the likeli-
hood that a student of 
color will drop out. 
“You’ve heard the re-
search. We know the dif-
ference,” he said. “And 
yet we are not doing the 
things that are nec-
essary.”  

He talked about North 
Carolina and the real-
ities of the teacher 
workforce we have. He 
pointed out that in Wake 
County schools, there 
are nine white students 
for every one white 
teacher. By contrast, 
there are 25 black stu-
dents for every one 
black teacher.  

And, he said, the 
stakes are high. Having 
a teacher of color can 
impact a student of 
color’s chances of get-
ting into advanced 
classes. It can lessen 
their chance of disci-
plinary punishments.  

Even in pre-K, King 
said students of color 
are more likely to be 
suspended. And that 
has an impact not only 
on students, but also on 
teachers of color. 

“If you’re in a school 
where the message to 4-
year-olds is, ‘School is 
not for you. Get out of 
here,’ that’s sending a 
message to that 4-year-
old about teaching; 
that’s sending a mes-
sage to teachers about 
teaching,” he said. 
“That’s sending a mes-
sage that rejects 
teachers of color and 
communities of color.” 

Continued from page 1A
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He says that prison was 
“a gift and a curse at the 
same time” since it made 
him realize how to change 
his life for the better. “It 
was one of those things 
that you realize God 
wanted to lock me up but 
not for forever – just for 
enough time for me to fig-
ure it out.” 

Starting his own business 
was natural for him, he 
said. “I was already an en-
trepreneur, I just wasn’t in 
the right business,” he 
said.  

Carpenter said he didn’t 
have much trouble with 
finding business even 
though he was a former 
criminal.  

“When I presented my-
self, even if I didn’t have 

Ex-inmate turned  
entrepreneur gives back 

anything, I would present 
myself as the biggest en-
trepreneur out there,” he 
said. “I never dealt with 
any judgement about my 
record or anything. I never 
presented myself in a 
manner they should ques-
tion who I am.” 

People might give him 
business, he said, because 
they liked him and wanted 
to give him a chance. Then 
he would show them what 
he had to offer and keep 
their business. 

He wants to give others 
the same chance. In ad-
dition to hiring those who 
have criminal records, he 
has also spent the last 10 
years with Inmates to En-
trepreneurs teaching 
others how to start a busi-
ness, grow it, and thrive 

despite their criminal past.  
“I’m a firm believer in 

people. I believe people 
can change. A lot of times, 
when you look at people, 
you’re not looking at the 
finished product,” he said. 
“If we as individuals could 
learn how to forgive the 
way we want to be for-
given, we would be a lot 
better.” 

Hamilton said that In-
mates to Entrepreneurs is 
now focusing on expand-
ing nationally, and Car-
penter’s first focus as 
chairman will be to lead 
that effort. Carpenter said 
he’s excited about that pro-
spect. 

For more information 
about Inmates to Entrepre-
neurs, visit https://inma-
testoentrepreneurs.org/. 

Continued from page 1A

Eliminating food deserts 
won’t help poorer  
Americans eat healthier 

In the United States, rich 
people tend to eat a lot 
healthier than poor people. 
Because poor diets cause 
obesity, type II diabetes 
and other diseases, this nu-
tritional inequality contrib-

utes to unequal health out-
comes. The richest Ameri-
cans can expect to live 
10-15 years longer than the 
poorest. 

Many think that a key 
cause of nutritional in-
equality is food deserts – or 
neighborhoods without su-
permarkets, mostly in low-
income areas. The 
narrative is that folks who 
live in food deserts are 

forced to shop at local con-
venience stores, where it’s 
hard to find healthy gro-
ceries. If we could just get 
a supermarket to open in 
those neighborhoods, the 
thinking goes, then people 
would be able to eat 
healthy. 

The data tell a strikingly 
different story. From 2004 

By Hunt Allcott,  
Jean-Pierre Dubé and 

Molly Schnell  
THE CONVERSATION

From left: Kaliegh Garris, Miss Teen USA; Nia Franklin, Miss America; Cheslie 
Kryst, Miss USA; Zozibini Tunzi, Miss Universe; and Toni-Ann Singh, Miss World. 

GETTY IMAGES

Another week, another 
history-making milestone 
in the beauty pageant 
world. For the first time 
ever, black women wear 
the crowns of Miss USA, 
Miss Teen USA, Miss Amer-
ica, Miss Universe and now 
Miss World. 

Miss Jamaica, Toni-Ann 
Singh, was crowned the 
69th Miss World at a cere-
mony at the Exhibition 
Centre in London last 
weekend. Singh, the fourth 
Jamaican to win Miss 
World, stunned the judges 
with her rendition of Whit-
ney Houston's "I Have 
Nothing," and her re-
sponses to their questions. 

"This feels like a dream. 
I'm just so grateful. Thank 
you for whatever it is you 
see in me, thank you. I'm 
ready to get to work," she 
said after receiving the 
title. 

The 23-year-old is a 
women's studies and psy-
chology student at Florida 

State University. She as-
pires to be a doctor and 
hopes her win encourages 
girls to fulfill their purpose 
in life.  

"To that little girl in St. 
Thomas, Jamaica and all 
the girls around the world 
– please believe in yourself. 
Please know that you are 
worthy and capable of 
achieving your dreams. 
This crown is not mine but 
yours. You have a PUR-
POSE," she tweeted. 

Singh beat 111 other 
competitors from around 
the world. Miss India was 
named runner-up. Singh 
takes over the crown from 
last year's winner, Miss 
Mexico, Vanessa Ponce de 
León. 

"I believe there is room 
enough for all of us women 
to change the world," she 
told her fellow contestants. 

Although Miss Nigeria, 
Nyekachi Douglas, did not 
win the competition, she 
certainly won an abun-
dance of praise for the ex-
traordinarily excited way 

she reacted when the 
winner was named. When 
Singh was announced as 
the new Miss World, Doug-
las launched into a huge 
celebration for her friend 
and her genuine show of 
support won her fans on 
social media — at one 
point #MissNigeria was 
trending. 

"I need a friend like Miss 
Nigeria Y'all," one person 
tweeted. 

Miss World joins a cohort 
of recent pageant winners 
that includes advocates for 
prison reform, the arts, 
women's rights and an ac-
tivist against gender vio-
lence. Last week, Miss 
South Africa, Zozibini 
Tunzi, was named Miss 
Universe. 

Earlier this year, Miss 
USA Chelsie Kryst, Miss 
Teen USA Kaleigh Garris 
and Miss America Nia 
Franklin made history to-
gether as the first three 
black women to wear those 
crowns at the same time. 

 

5 black women now hold 
the top pageant crowns 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Please see DESERT/5A

Lawrence Carpenter is the new chairman of Inmates to Entrepreneurs.
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Have you or your child suffered serious LUNG ISSUES 
from JUULing or Vaping?  Let our attorneys fight for 
you! Get the justice you deserve! Call 844-322-6069 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.   
 
Receive maximum value of write-off for your taxes.  
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.  Free 
pickup.  Call for details: 866-412-0719

MEDICAL SERVICES

ATTENTION DIABETICS!  Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters and more!  To learn 
more, call now!  855-667-9944

HEALTH SERVICES

This is real dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 
cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including  
   your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

1-844-496-8601
dental50plus.com/ncpress

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 AW19-1034

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families fi nd senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you! 
(855) 399-9881

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a 

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

WELLNESS

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-348-8151

CALL NOW 
TO SAVE OVER 

33%

Our high-quality Full 
Spectrum CBD Rich  
Hemp Oil can bring 
balance, longevity and 
wellness to your life.

877-487-8314

SATISFACTION 
Money Back Guarantee!100%

MISCELLANEOUS

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-887-0237

INTERNET

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students Only. 
Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify.  Call 833-990-0354

MEDICAL 
SERVICES

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your drug costs! SAVE 
$$! 50 Pills for $99.00. FREE Shipping! 100 Guaranteed 
and Discreet. CALL  1-855-458-7417

MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES/MISC

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)] 
 
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! Strong, recent work 
history needed. Call to start your application or 
appeal today! 888-351-1231 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 
18503] 
 
Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48 months. Pay 
a fraction of what you owe.  A+ BBB rated.  Call 
National Debt Relief 844-314-8819.

HOLIDAY/GIFT
Three Special Offers, SAVE 25%

Exceptionally Crafted. Artisan Quality. 
Direct from the Crown Maple Estate in NY’s Hudson Valley

Order Now and SAVE 25%
Select your preferred gift or order all three, plus $5.00 shipping & handling per item. 

Call 1-855-473-5989 or visit CrownMapleSpecial.com  
or  to order items featured. Use Promo Code CrownGift332 Code is case sensitive.  

                    Order by Dec. 12, 2019 for Christmas delivery. Offer ends December 31, 2019 or while supplies last

Reg. $42.99
Now Only

$35.99*
Save over 15%

Visit Nueskes.com/holiday78
or Call 1-855-403-7675 to Order Item #990  

Only $35.99*  (reg. $42.99), plus $14.99 shipping & handling.
Order now and Save over 15%

*$14.99 shipping applies to standard delivery only to the 48 contiguous states for item #990. 
Not valid with any other o昀er. O昀er ends January 1, 2020 or while supplies last.

A Holiday Favorite! Nueske’s Family Breakfast Box

HOLIDAY/GIFT

ORDER NOW! 1.855.247.9392 ask for 59104VEA
www.OmahaSteaks.com/good83

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

*Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. ©2019 

Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 2/29/20

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 FREE BURGERS 
THAT’S 16 MAIN COURSES!

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

EMPLOYMENT

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT  
 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS  
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK FOR  

DURHAM COUNTY 300 E. MAIN ST. STRUCTURED 
PARKING DECK  

 
(RFQ No. 20-011)  

 
The County of Durham is accepting Proposals for a 
Construction Manager at Risk (CM@R) for the Durham 
County 300 E. Main Street Parking Deck until 2:00 P. M., 
Eastern Time, on January 30, 2020, in the County of 
Durham Purchasing Division, 201 East Main Street, 7th 
Floor, Durham, NC 27701. This project is for the 
construction of a 7-story 780 space parking garage 
located at the 300 Block of E. Main St., Durham, North 
Carolina. The deck will be wrapped with 
commercial/retail and affordable housing as part of 
the overall redevelopment of the 300 and 500 E. Main 
St. project. The estimated construction budget has 
been established at $19,500,00.00.  
 
A Mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference and site tour 
following the Conference will be held on:  
 
Conference Date/Site Tour: January 14, 2020  
 
Conference Time:      2:00 P.M., Eastern Time  
 
Conference Address:      201 East Main Street  

                  1st Floor  
                   Conference Room 130  

     Durham, NC 27701  
 
An electronic copy of this Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ) can be obtained from Durham County’s eBid 
System located under Bid Opportunities at 
http://www.dconc.gov/government/departments-f-
z/finance/bid-opportunities. Proposers can download 
a copy of the solicitation and all addenda without 
registering in the system. However, in order to 
automatically receive email notifications of 
solicitations and addenda issued by the Purchasing 
Division, Proposers MUST register in the eBid system.  
 
For Administrative questions, please contact Hilda W. 
Williams, Senior Procurement Specialist, at 
purchasinggroup@dconc.gov. 

LEGAL NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
 

Alliance Behavioral Healthcare Backfill 
Renovations 

        
IFB NO.  20-010R1 

 
Sealed bids, so marked, will be received by the 
County of Durham Purchasing Division until 2:00 
P.M., Eastern Time, on January 16, 2020, in the 
Conference Room, Durham County Administrative 
Complex, 201 East Main Street, 7th Floor, Durham, 
North Carolina, at which time they will be publicly 
opened and read.  The goal of the Alliance 
Behavioral Healthcare and Veteran Services Backfill 
Renovations inside the existing Durham County 
Human Services Building located at 414 E. Main 
Street is to renovate vacated spaces inside a 
building that was originally constructed in 2011 and 
2013.  
 
The project involves renovating the former Alliance 
Behavioral Health Care and Veteran Service spaces 
located within the Human Services Facility. The 
existing Alliance Behavioral space including lobby, 
will be subdivided to create two distinct spaces with 
conference rooms, private offices and workstations. 
One space for Veteran Services, and one for the 
Department of Social Services (DSS), each with their 
own secured access points. A space for an 
Environmental Health expansion will be adjacent to 
those two areas. The existing Veteran Services 
space on the first floor, once vacated will be 
renovated to accommodate the DSS coordinated 
intake office. Also, on the first floor, spaces will be 
renovated for a Public Health office, and a Risk 
room. The total interior area to be renovated is 
12,000 square feet. To the degree possible, the work 
will include utilizing the existing demountable glass 
partitions, interior workstations and some centralized 
conference rooms with AV capabilities similar to 
those of the original project.  
 
This project will be designed and constructed in 
accordance with the previous specifications to 
maintain the integrity of the LEED “Silver” 
Certification obtained for the original project.  
 
Instructions for submitting bids, specifications, and a 
complete description of the work involved and the 
apparatus, supplies, materials, equipment for which 
bids are invited can be examined at the office of 
the Durham County Purchasing Division (919) 560-
0051; Perkins + Will Architects, 411 W. Chapel Hill St., 
Suite 200, Durham, NC 27701; and  at the following 
locations:   
 
Durham Equal Opportunity and Equal Assurance 
Office 
Durham, NC 27701 
Eric.miller@durhamnc.gov 
 
NC Institute of Minority Economic Development 
Durham, NC 27701 
info@theinstitute.org 
 
Construct Connect 
Cary, NC 
content@constructionconnect.com  
 
Questions concerning administrative matters should 
be directed to Hilda W. Williams, Senior Procurement 
Specialist at (919) 560-0054 or via email at 
purchasinggroup@dconc.gov. 
 
Plans and Specifications may be purchased 
through ARC Document Solutions. Questions 
concerning Plans and Specification purchase 
should be directed to ARC Document Solutions at 
(919) 388-9900 or via email at Raleigh.Jobs@e-
arc.com.  
 
Document(s) can be issued electronically at no cost 
to the Contractor by contacting: Arc Document 
Solutions at  (919) 388-9900 or via email at 
Raleigh.Jobs@e-arc.com.  
 
Contractors who bid must be licensed to do work in 
the State of North Carolina under the Act to 
Regulate the Practice of General Contracting.  The 
Contractor’s North Carolina License number shall be 
designated on the outside of the envelope 
containing the bid. 
 
A 5% bid security is required with each bid that 
equals or exceeds $300,000.00.  
 
Bids will be evaluated and the Contract will be 
awarded in accordance with statutory public 
contract requirements as supplemented  or altered 
by the Minority Women Business Enterprise Utilization 
Ordinance of the County of Durham (MWBE).   
 
The County reserves the right to reject any and/or all 
bids, waive informalities, and/or accept such bid as 
appears in its judgement to be in the best interest of 
the County. 
 
 

LEGAL NOTICE
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W Borship riefs

RALEIGH 
COMPASSIONATE  
BAPTIST 
2310 Compassionate  
The Daniel Plan Small 

Group Study is coming 
early next year. Inter-
ested members are asked 
to register with the 
church. To learn more, 
v i s i t 
www.danielplan.com. 

 
DURHAM 
HILLSIDE HIGH 
Annual popular pro-

duction of Black Nativity 
will be performed Dec. 
20-22 at Hillside High 
School, 3727 Fayetteville 
St. Visit www.blacknativ-

itydurham.com. 
 
WEST DURHAM  
BAPTIST 
1901 Athens Avenue 
• Christmas cantata 

will be presented on Dec. 
22 at 10 a.m. The theme 
is “The Night That Christ 
Was Born.” 

• Watch Night service 
is Dec. 31 at 10:30 p.m. 
The theme is “Crossing 
Into the Year of Jubilee 
Service.” 

 
DUKE CHAPEL 
Duke will hold four 

Christmas Eve services at 
2, 4, 6 and 11 p.m. The 
services also will air live 
on the Duke Chapel web-

site and YouTube chan-
nel.  

 
ELIZABETHTOWN 
BALDWIN BRANCH 
4047 NC 242 South 
The annual Christmas 

production is Dec. 22 at 
10 a.m. It’s also “Christ-
mas Sweater Sunday.” All 
are invited. 

 
 
Send your church news 

to: The Triangle Tribune, 
115 Market Street, Suite 
360-G, Durham, NC 
27701; e-mail info@trian-
gletribune.com; or fax 
688-2740. Deadline: 
Tuesday by noon. 

South Carolina Baptists 
give every inmate a gift

COLUMBIA, S.C. – Sharing 
the love of the Christmas 
season came through indi-
vidual gifts to every inmate 
in South Carolina this year, 
provided by churches and 
associations in the South 
Carolina Baptist Conven-
tion. The prisoner packet 
ministry has been going on 
for the past 40 years. 

Jon Jamison, serve team 
leader of South Carolina 
Baptist Convention, said 
the point of the ministry is 
to tangibly serve the in-
mates and provide oppor-
tunities for them to hear 
the Gospel. The gifts are 
collected throughout the 
year and packaged and de-
livered during the Christ-
mas season.  

The SCBC requests a spe-
cific number of packets 
from their 2,125 churches 
and 42 associations. Each 
association commits to 
gathering a specific 
number of packets with 
some delivering 50 to 75, 
while others collect as 
many as 1,200. The final 
numbers depend on the 
total prison population in 
South Carolina and the 

amount of participation 
from each association.  

This year, 19,825 total 
packages were delivered, 
Jamison said. The partner-
ship between the SCBC and 
the individual associations 
is what makes the ministry 
possible. The items in the 
gift packets are pre-ap-
proved by the state's De-
partment of Corrections 
and include things like 
toothpaste and a tooth-
brush, writing pads, pens, 
candy, soap and envel-
opes. In addition to the 
practical items, each pack-
age includes other ele-
ments that are meant to 
minister to the hearts of 
the inmates. Each inmate 
receives a Christmas card 
and a 30-day devotional, 
provided by the SCBC.  

After the bags are assem-
bled by the associations, 
they are processed and re-
viewed in one location by 
volunteers over the course 
of one morning to ensure 
they comply with all regu-
lations. The gifts then are 
combined into large bags 
each holding around 25 
packets, and picked up by 
prison chaplains from the 
21 institutions in South 
Carolina to deliver them to 

their respective institution.  
Volunteers and staff of 

the convention believe the 
gifts will bring hope to the 
hearts of the inmates since 
for most of them, this will 
be the only gift they re-
ceive.  

"I believe Jesus always 
moved toward the vulner-
able and marginalized," Ja-
mison said. "I try to follow 
Him into those areas in my 
community. My interest in 
this ministry stems from 
my desire to see the church 
make meaningful relation-
ships and serve effectively 
within community."  

Inmates who received the 
gifts said they were grate-
ful for the reminder that 
they are not forgotten and 
that they are loved, re-
ported ACB Columbia.  

"Sometimes we feel like 
we're forgotten. So it's a 
blessing to be able to get 
gifts from people that don't 
even know us," inmate 
Angela said.  

Inmate James added:  
"You see a card that says 
'Merry Christmas.' And this 
does make our Christmas 
more merry. To show us 
that you love us means ev-
erything." 

 

By Tess Schoonhoven 
BAPTIST PRESS 

Top Bible verse of 2019 
OKLAHOMA CITY – You-

Version Bible app an-
nounced its most popular 
verse of 2019: Philippians 
4:6: "Don't worry about 
anything; instead, pray 
about everything. Tell God 
what you need, and thank 
him for all he has done."  

The globally influential 
app has seen significant in-
crease in downloads, en-
gagement and consistent 
interaction from users new 
and returning around the 
world. The overall increase 
of app use from the pre-
vious year is 30 percent, 
according to a release. 

The statement also notes 
that 5.6 billion chapters of 
the Bible were listened to, 
35.6 billion chapters read, 
1.1 billion days were spent 
in Bible plans, 2 billion 
highlights, bookmarks and 
notes were made and over 
478 million verses were 
shared throughout 2019.  

Ronnie Floyd, president 
and chief executive officer 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive 
Committee, said reading 
the Bible consistently is 
vital for spiritual health.  

"I am confident the Bible 
is God’s Word for us today, 
and people are always 
seeking help in how to live 
their lives," Floyd said. 
"Reading the Bible is some-
thing that any person can 
do and all persons should 
do. When you read the 
Bible, God meets you in 

your life personally." 
Floyd said the statistics 

presented by YouVersion 
may be surprising to some, 
but because of how impor-
tant Bible reading is to in-
dividual growth, the time 
invested in the Bible 
through the app is only 
natural when individuals 
are seeking to engage with 
God's Word.   

In all 11 years since the 
app's creation, it has been 
downloaded more than 
400 million times. Global 
outreach outside the 
United States has grown 
tremendously with the app 
now offering more than 
2,000 versions and over 
1,350 languages.  

The app has been down-
loaded in every country on 
earth. Algeria saw the 
largest engagement in-
crease, finishing the year at 
261 percent growth.  

Another prominent verse 
shared consistently was 
Matthew 6:33: "But seek 
first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness and 
all these things will be 
added to you." This verse 
was the most shared in 
Venezuela, Mexico, Ecua-
dor, Costa Rica, Argentina, 
Spain, Thailand and Viet-
nam.  

Trevin Wax, senior vice 
president of theology and 
communications at Life-
Way, said the commonality 
between countries and 
their most popular verse 
raises a lot of questions 
about the specific app 

usage in each individual 
country. Socioeconomic 
status, church attendance 
history and denomina-
tional background could 
potentially play a role in 
the Bible app usage 
throughout the year, Wax 
said.  

"It raises additional ques-
tions that make you 
wonder about the different 
contexts," Wax said. "It is 
fascinating to see so many 
different countries gravi-
tating toward the same 
verses."  

The cultural situations 
may be vastly different, but 
the inclination to share 
verses that call individuals 
to point their minds above, 
to God, is a commonality. 
"People that are sharing 
Bible verses in YouVersion 
look like they gravitate to-
wards action verses where 
it's something of a daily jolt 
or a reminder of what it is 
that we're all to be about," 
Wax said.  

Matthew 6:33 is a com-
mand from Jesus to seek 
the kingdom and Philip-
pians 4:6 is a command to 
be God oriented, to take 
whatever it is we encounter 
in our lives to the Lord. 
"What's interesting to me is 
how many of these No. 1 
verses, regardless of what 
country they come from, 
are pointing upward," Wax 
said. "They are making a 
statement about their own 
being, to be reoriented to 
things that are above, not 
things on the earth."  

 

By Tess Schoonhoven 
BAPTIST PRESS 

AROUND THE TRIANGLE
RALEIGH 
CONCERT 
Luther Vandross Christ-

mas Tribute is Dec. 21, 6-
10 p.m., NC Museum of 
Art, 2110 Blue Ridge Rd. 
Visit www.eventbrite.com. 

 
FUNDRAISER 
John Fey will run for 24 

continuous hours to raise 
money for Healing Tran-
sitions Dec. 22, 3 p.m. at 
Historic Oakwood Ceme-
tery, 701 Oakwood Ave. 

 
ASSISTANCE 
Applications for  the Low-

Income Energy Assistance 
Program are being taken 
through Dec. 31. Visit 
www.ncdhhs.gov. 

CARY 
KWANZAA 
Annual Kwanzaa celebra-

tion is Dec. 27, 11 a.m., 
Cary Arts Center. 

 
MOTOWN 
A Motown Christmas will 

be performed Dec. 27-29, 
Cary Arts Center. Visit 
www.townofcary.org. 

 
 
DURHAM 
CLINIC 
A beginner’s clinic in 

fencing is Dec. 22, 1:30-3 
p.m., Mid-South Fencers 
Club, 125 N. Gregson St. 
Visit midsouthfencer-
sclub.org. 

 

KWANZAA: 
• Hayti Legacy Kwanzaa 

celebration is Dec. 26, 1-9 
p.m., Hayti Heritage 
Center, 804 Old Fay-
etteville St. 

• KwanzaaFest is Jan. 1, 
noon to 5 p.m., Durham 
Armory, 220 Foster St. 

 
PROGRAM 
A holiday family program 

is Dec. 26, 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Nasher Museum of 
Art on Duke’s campus. 

 
HILLSBOROUGH 
AWARDS 
Nominations for the an-

nual Pauli Murray Awards 
end Dec. 31. Visit www.or-
angecountync.gov. 

South Carolina corrections officer surveys the gift bags.
BAPTIST PRESS

What we can learn from 
the three shepherds

In the Luke 2:8-20, Dr. 
Luke records the glorious 
announcement that Jesus 
Christ had been born in 
Bethlehem. There was 
nothing ordinary about 
this special message. It was 
delivered by angels to a 
group of common shep-
herds on a Judean country-
side when it was so 
unexpected, their night vi-
sion was overcome by the 
brilliant light of God's glory 
that flashed all around 
them and scared them to 
death. 

The shepherds play an 
important part of the 
Christmas narrative, and 
they have become popular 
characters in our modern 
traditions. Shepherd figu-
rines adorn storefronts 
and lawn displays. We sing 
about shepherds in many 
of our popular Christmas 
carols, and they are always 
in nativity displays. 

Even though we read of 
the shepherds in the bib-
lical narrative and are re-
minded of them 
throughout the Christmas 
season, have you ever 
stopped to consider who 
they are, the role they play 
and what we can learn 
from them? 

We actually don't know 
much about the shepherds 
who are referenced in 
Luke's account, but can you 
put yourself in their place 
on that first Christmas 
night? As they faithfully 
kept watch over their flock, 
angels suddenly appeared 
to inform that the prom-
ised Messiah has been born 
in Bethlehem (Luke 2:8-14). 

Most of us would expect 
that such a message would 
first be proclaimed to those 
with status and nobility 
rather than to lowly shep-
herds who probably didn't 
even own the sheep they 
were tending. Yet, as John 
3:16 reminds us, Jesus 
came for all people – rich or 
poor, male or female, wha-
tever their race, ethnicity 
or skin color. 

The initial fear that the 
shepherds experienced 
soon turned to joy after 
hearing the angels' mes-
sage. And the message that 
the shepherds heard 
moved them to respond. 
Scripture tells us that they 
hurriedly went to see the 
newborn Jesus (Luke 2:15-
16). 

Scripture also records 
that after they spent some 
time with Mary, Joseph and 
Jesus, the shepherds 
shared the message they 
had received about Jesus, 
and everyone who heard 

what the shepherds had to 
say was "amazed" (Luke 
2:17-18). Finally, the shep-
herds returned "glorifying 
and praising God for all the 
things they had seen and 
heard" (Luke 2:20). These 
shepherds can be consid-
ered the first evangelists 
who proclaimed the Good 
News about Jesus to those 
around them. 

Christ followers that take 
pride in our American her-
itage need to remind our-
selves that Jesus was not a 
white Anglo-Saxon and His 
Gospel made its way to us 
by individuals who came 
from another country. 
Today they would be re-
ferred to as immigrants. 

Aren't we glad that some 
immigrants, in the prov-
idence and sovereignty of 
God, made it possible for 
us to hear the story of 
Jesus first proclaimed by 
the shepherds of Christ-
mas? As we celebrate and 
worship Christ this Christ-
mas, may we, like the shep-
herds, proclaim Him to all 
people living around us, in-
cluding those from other 
nations of the world. Merry 
Christmas! 

"Then the angel said to 
them, 'Do not be afraid, for 
behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which 
will be to all people'" Luke 
2:10 (NKJV). 

By Milton A.  
Hollifield Jr. 

SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

to 2016, over 1,000 super-
markets opened in neigh-
borhoods around the 
country that previously 
had been food deserts. Did 
households start to buy 
healthier food after the su-
permarket opened nearby? 

Although many people 
began shopping at the new 
local supermarket after it 
opened, they generally did-
n’t buy healthier food. The 
local access to supermar-
kets explains no more than 
about 1.5% of the differ-
ence in healthy eating be-
tween low- and 
high-income households. 

The food desert narrative 

Eliminating food deserts 
won’t solve all problems

suggests the lack of supply 
of healthy foods is what 
causes reduced demand 
for them. But, in the mod-
ern economy, stores have 
become amazingly good at 
selling us exactly the kinds 
of things we want to buy.  

Furthermore, local neigh-
borhood conditions don’t 
matter much, since we reg-
ularly venture outside our 
neighborhoods. The aver-
age American travels 5.2 
miles to shop. Low-income 
households aren’t that dif-
ferent: they travel 4.8 
miles.  

Given that we’re willing 
to travel that far, we tend 
to shop in supermarkets 

even if there isn’t one 
down the street. We found 
that even people who live 
in zip codes without a su-
permarket still buy 85% of 
their groceries from super-
markets. 

In other words, people 
don’t suddenly go from 
shopping at an unhealthy 
convenience store to shop-
ping at the new, healthy 
supermarket. In reality, 
people go from shopping 
at a faraway supermarket 
to shopping at a new su-
permarket that offers the 
same types of groceries. 

To be clear, new grocery 
stores do provide many 
benefits.  

Continued from page 3A



Former North Carolina 
A&T standout Adan Ordo-
nez has been named a 
player development coach 
for the Philadelphia 
Phillies minor league sys-
tem. 

Ordonez recently played 
for the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Beavers of the 
United Shore Professional 
Baseball League. 

"Really happy for Adan 
and his opportunity to 
work in baseball," N.C. 
A&T coach Ben Hall said. 
"He will do an outstanding 
job with the Phillies in his 
new role. It truly fits his 
personality. He was a tire-
less worker here and al-
ways displayed care to 
help others develop." 

 
WOMEN 
N.C. Central 
Softball infielder Jacobia 

Johnson is one of two stu-
dent-athletes, and four 
NCCU students total, to 
win the 2019 HP HBCU 
Business Challenge. 
Johnson is a computer 
science major. 

 
Shaw 
The Bears have released 

their 2020 softball sched-
ule.  

All home games will be 
played at Worthdale Park 
on Cooper Road. New 
coach Nadia Jefferies was 
hired in July. 

 
 
MEN 
N.C. Central 
Seven members of the 

Eagles athletics staff 
earned their master’s de-
grees last weekend, and 
while CC wishes them 
well, the one most special 
to us is senior associate 
athletics director Kyle 
Serba.  

Kyle arrived at NCCU in 
1997, a year before CC, so 
we’ve known each other 
for quite a while. We 
couldn’t be happier for a 
nicer person. 

Sophomore golfer Daniel 
Barbare is the other stu-
dent-athlete on the HP 
Business Challenge Win-
ning Team. Barbare is a 
chemistry major. 

 
**** 
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NCCU 
SID 
earns 
master

Lane Street Mini Park will soon be named LeVelle Moton Park.

Time to put up or shut up, 
as the 2019 Celebration Bowl 
throws down in Atlanta this 
weekend. 

North Carolina A&T State 
and Alcorn State will meet 
for the third time in the five-
year history of the CB at 
noon on ABC. 

The Celebration Bowl is the 
only bowl game to feature 
NCAA Division I-FCS HBCU 
schools, and its winner is 
often considered the black 
college national champion. 
The Aggies won the inaugu-
ral game, 41-34, over Alcorn 
State in 2015, and defeated 
the Braves, 24-22, last year. 
The MEAC leads the bowl 
series 3-1, with the Aggies 
accounting for all three wins. 

A&T made it to Atlanta for 
the fourth time after blowing 
out rival North Carolina Cen-
tral, 54-0, in the Aggie-Eagle 
Classic to claim a share of 
the MEAC title.  

It was the team’s 11th 
MEAC championship and its 
fifth conference title in six 
years. The Aggies are on the 
best run of any MEAC school 
since South Carolina State 
won six of seven titles from 
1977-83. 

Alcorn State punched its 
ticket by defeating Southern, 
39-24, to claim the SWAC 
championship. The Braves 
have won 13 SWAC titles, in-
cluding four in the last six 
years. 

 
Grambling’s Robinson  
honored 
Legendary Grambling State 

coach Eddie Robinson was 
recently named No. 5 among 
ESPN’s top 150 greatest col-
lege football coaches. 

Robinson coached the G-
men from 1941-42 and 1945-
97, and compiled a 
408-165-15 record. GSU won 
nine black college national 
championships and 17 SWAC 
titles. Robinson sent a slew 
of players to the NFL, includ-
ing Paul “Tank” Younger, Ju-
nious “Buck” Buchanan, Gary 
Johnson and Doug Williams 
who were inducted into the 
College Football Hall of 
Fame. 

He is one of nine HBCU 
coaches selected to the list. 

 
Shaw 
Shaw alumnus Julius Greg-

ory has been re-signed by the 
Carolina Cobras of the Na-
tional Arena League. 

Gregory had six receptions 
for 107 yards and two touch-
downs last season for Caro-
lina. He also played at 
linebacker and recorded four 
tackles and a pass breakup. 

 
MEAC press release  
contributed to this article. 

Black 
college 
nat’l title 
on line 
this 
weekend COURTESY

Please see BEST/7A

COLLEGE  
CORNER

Kyle Serba

Left to right: Ambrose 
Bond, Jacobia Johnson, 
Daniel Barbare and Ha-
deer Salem.

The best HBCU 
sports moments  
of 2019

The 
BEST 

in 
HBCU 
Sports 

Adan Ordonez

have the Braves back in the 
Celebration Bowl for a sec-
ond straight year in just his 
third season must be recog-
nized. Some folks forget 
that Fred is the original “Air 
McNair.” Steve was “Air 
McNair II.”  

5. No pity for Pough. Last 
year, there was a headstone 
with Buddy Pough’s name 
on it. The season was over, 
and so was his illustrious 
career at South Carolina 
State, folks thought.  But 
Pough came back, and so 
did the Bulldogs, finishing 
8-3 this season and earning 
a share of the MEAC cham-
pionship.  

Pough was named the 
MEAC coach of the year, 
and should have received 
an at-large bid to the FCS 
playoffs but that’s another 
story. See ya next season. 

4.  Reckless Rattlers. 
Florida A&M’s football team 
wasn’t reckless, but its ath-
letics department certainly 
was – with spending and 

With so many pies to eat, 
eggnog to drink and people 
NOT to see, I’m not waiting 
around to the last Sunday of 
this month for my top 10 
countdown.  

Besides, the outcome of 
this weekend’s Celebration 
Bowl isn’t going to change 

the pecking 
order. 

10. Good at his 
word. When Ken-
tucky State men’s 
basketball coach 
Jamaal Jackson 
met Kevin Hayes, 
he told Hayes he 
could graduate 

and play professional ball 
one day.  

Hayes did both. He is the 
fourth student-athlete – and 
the second from the 2018-
19 team – to turn pro under 
Jackson’s tenure. That’s 
better than many Division I 
programs.  

9. What’s your name 
again? Bethune-Cookman 
women’s basketball coach 
Vanessa Blair-Lewis might 
have asked that question a 
time or two last season after 
six players fell to season-
ending knee injuries. That 
left her with a six-player 
roster for the entire season. 
And what did the Wildcats 
do?  

Finish 21-10 during the 
regular season and win their 
second MEAC Tournament 
in program history. Six 
players, eh? S-h-h-h-h-h, 
don’t let athletics directors 
find that out. 

8. Can I get fries with 
that? Critics complain about 
the talent of HBCU women’s 
basketball, but only one per-
son has recorded a quadru-
ple-double – not once, but 
twice – in NCAA history. 
Grambling State sensational 
guard Shakyla Hill per-
formed the feat in back-to-
back seasons.  

The first was on Jan. 3, 
2018, and the second on 
February 2 of this year. If the 
basketball is so bad, why 
haven’t more players done 
it? Hill also is performing 

well overseas in Serbia, Rus-
sia. 

7. Not “Flip” Murray. 
Amir Hinton was not, repeat 
not, another Ronald “Flip” 
Murray, arguably the great-
est basketball player to play 
at Shaw. And, unlike Mur-
ray, Hinton had his share of 
critics, but he brought 
enough excitement to Shaw 
and the CIAA to warrant a 
top-10 mention. 

The conference’s basket-
ball reputation needed a 
boost and Hinton provided 
that, leading the nation in 
scoring for most of the sea-
son. Plus, it’s not often a 
CIAA player forgoes his last 
season of eligibility to turn 
pro. Hinton is playing for 
the Westchester Knicks, an 
affiliate of the New York 
Knicks. 

6. The original McNair. 
What Fred McNair has done 
at Alcorn State – the place 
his late brother, Steve 
McNair, put on the map – is 
just outstanding. SWAC 
football is brutal and to 

N.C. A&T football is on top again.

Grambling’s Shakyla Hill 

Raasean Davis and the Eagles earned a third MEAC title.

HBCU FOOTBALL

Celebration Bowl

Eddie Robinson works out 
with two players.

By Bonitta Best  
editor@triangletribune.com

Bonitta 
Best
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Jabin Bethea
COURTESY

A&T twins graduate with 
criminal justice degrees

Buddy Pough and the South Carolina State Bulldogs are back.

compliance. The depart-
ment spent over 50% of its 
budget just three months 
into the new fiscal year. 

And let’s not rehash the 
NCAA problems that led 
the university to self-re-
port and disqualify teams 
from competing for a con-
ference championship and 
any postseason play.  

That left the football 
team (9-2 overall, 7-1 
MEAC), which would have 
won the conference title 
with two weeks left in the 
season, sitting home. 
RECKLESS! 

3. Who’s your daddy? 
North Carolina Central 
men have been the MEAC 
Tournament’s daddy for 

the last three seasons. The 
Eagles entered the tourney 
last season as the No. 6 
seed, and several fans I 
know stayed home be-
cause they thought the 
team wouldn’t make it 
past the first game.  

By Friday, the cars were 
packed and headed to The 
Scope in Norfolk, Virginia. 

2. “Those damn Aggies!” 
This was the late Mike 
Wood’s favorite saying, 
and I still think of him 
whenever NCCU and N.C. 
A&T play. Wood loved his 
alma mater. 

But “those damn Aggies” 
are back in the Celebration 
Bowl for a third time and 
are 3-0 in the CB heading 
into this weekend’s game.  

1. Legacy. Sports is fun 
and exciting, but, at the 
end of the day, it’s just a 
game.  

A legacy is something 
your children, relatives, 
friends and the com-
munity can look back on 
and say this person made 
a difference.  

Those MEAC trophies 
may get dusty shut up in 
some storage room, but 
LeVelle Moton Park will be 
around for all to see.  

And when someone asks 
“Who is LeVelle Moton?” 
the stories will start to 
flow.  

And I bet you not many 
will be about basketball. 
That’s a legacy. 

 

The best HBCU sports  
moments of 2019
Continued from page 6A

Bethune-Cookman women won against all odds.

Jalon Bethea
COURTESY

Hillside High School alumni and twins Jalon and Jabin Bethea graduated last 
weekend with degrees in criminal justice from North Carolina A&T State.  

Jalon was a part-time starter on the Celebration Bowl-bound Aggies at strong 
safety. Jabin was a member of the Blue and Gold Marching Machine for four 
years.  
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Kamryn Sneed and Jasaan Griffin, below, were officially crowned Mister and 
Miss Hillside High School. 

COURTESY

Hillside High School 
crowns Mister and Miss

Durham’s StudentU builds 
a legacy of success stories

DURHAM – Education is a 
complex, often controver-
sial topic for discussion, 
as the viewpoints of 
teachers, legislators, and 
community leaders can 
sometimes result in bitter 
conflict. In Durham 
County, the nonprofit or-
ganization StudentU has 
been on a mission since 
2005 to shift the conver-
sation towards educa-
tional equity and serving 
student populations that 
may otherwise feel neg-
lected.  

The organization offers 
assistance to student from 
grade six until college 
graduation. Programs in-
clude the Summer 
Academy, after school tu-
toring, year-round pro-
gramming, mentoring 
opportunities, and more. 
StudentU also provides 
volunteer opportunities to 
college students, aspiring 
teachers or trained 
teachers within Durham 
Public Schools.   

“So many teachers that 
are within our program-
ming end up in Durham 
Public Schools, and con-
tinue to spread our values 
and culture within the 
school system,” said 
Brandy Luce, StudentU’s 
marketing and communi-
cations manager. “We 
value our relationship 
with DPS because we think 
that it is the key to making 
sure that all students can 
succeed in Durham.”   

StudentU Executive Di-
rector Alexandra Zag-
bayou has been connected 
with the nonprofit organi-
zation since her senior 
year of college at UNC-
Chapel Hill.  

Zagbayou added that she 
was also a sixth-grade 
Global Connect instructor, 
teaching StudentU’s equiv-
alent of social studies.  

“For me, StudentU is a 
way for me to align my 
values with my action with 
an organization that is 
doing great work,” Zag-
bayou said. “It is a hum-

building the systems, the 
networks, and making the 
appropriate investments 
city-wide for our stu-
dents,” Zagbayou said. 
“They are brilliant, they 
are hopeful, and they are 
uncompromising. I think 
that I am a better human 
because of the work that 
we do here.”  

According to statistics 
provided by StudentU rep-
resentatives, 100 percent 
of the classes from 2014-
18 have graduated from 
high school, and 90 per-
cent of high school seniors 
in StudentU have enrolled 
in college, a postsecondary 
institution or the military.  

Lonnie Kendall, a year-
round programming 
family head and teacher at 
StudentU, was also a 
former student in the or-
ganization. “I love every-
thing about this program,” 
Kendall said. “They are 
nonstop involved in your 
life, and they are with you 
every step of the way so 
you can never say that 
you’re on your own be-
cause they are always 
there to help no matter 
what.” 

Kendall, a Durham native 
and Hillside High School 
graduate, went to Ken-
tucky for two years and 
eventually came back to 
Durham to work at Stu-
dentU. “Teaching is my 
thing,” Kendall said. “And 
being in the classroom is 
my comfort zone.” 

 

bling experience to be able 
to be a small part of the 
students’ journey and to 
see them lead us and 
change the world.” 

In order for students to 
be enrolled in the pro-
grams, they must be first-
generation college 
students, obtain free or re-
duced-price lunch, and 
live in Durham County. 
Zagbayou added that a 
majority of the students 
that Student U serves have 
African American, His-
panic or Latino back-
grounds.  

Zagbayou said working 
at StudentU has made her 
“more aware” of educa-
tional disparities.  

“I have a deeper under-
standing of the complex-
ities of the inequalities 
that are present in our so-
ciety as a result of working 
here,” she explained. “I am 
more aware of the broken-
ness in our society while 
doing this work and un-
derstanding where it 
happens and how it 
happens.”  

Zagbayou recalls visiting 
a StudentU alumna, now 
living in Washington, D.C. 
Zagbayou has known the 
student since middle 
school.  She proudly said 
the resources for college 
prep such as financial lit-
eracy, scholarship applica-
tions, and much more 
helped the student tre-
mendously upon entering 
her first year of college.   

“We ensure that we are 

By Brittany Cowan 
THE DURHAM VOICE

Lonnie Kendall, former Student U and current year-
round programming family head, helps a student 
with an assignment. 

BRITTANY D. COWAN


