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Cancer is a tough diagnosis to face, and the disease takes a 
toll on everyone involved. 

After working with one high school student going through the 
college application process while his mom was battling through 
cancer treatments, Wendy Briley decided that she wanted to do 
more. So she started College Consultants Care to help students 
who have been diagnosed with cancer or who have family 
members diagnosed with the disease.  

“It was born out of a conversation with a friend of mine,” Briley 
explained. “She had been diagnosed with multiple myeloma, 
and she was in a support group, and one of the women who was 
in a support group with her had expressed that she didn’t think 
she would be around to help her son go through the college ap-
plications process.” 

Briley is an educational consultant, and runs Briley College 
Consulting in Raleigh. So she used her natural skills to help the 
student.  
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North Carolina is one of 15 
states that saw a statistically 
significant jump over the 
past two years in the number 
of children without health in-
surance, according to a 
Georgetown University re-
port released this week. The 
number of uninsured chil-
dren grew in North Carolina 
between 2016 and 2018, 
pushing the total number of 
children not covered from 
115,000 to 130,000, re-
searchers at Georgetown’s 
Center for Children and Fam-
ilies found. 

Overall, the percent of 
North Carolina’s children 
lacking coverage ticked up to 
5.3, reversing a decade-long 
trend of fewer children with-
out coverage. Only five 
states — Arizona, California, 
Florida, Georgia and Texas — 
have more children without 
coverage, their research 
shows. 

The report comes at a time 
when North Carolina Repub-
lican lawmakers and the 
Democratic governor are 
locked in a budget standoff 
over the issue of Medicaid 
expansion. Gov. Roy Cooper 
vetoed a $24 billion budget 
bill in June largely because 
the Republican-led General 
Assembly has not agreed to 
expand Medicaid eligibility 
to as many as 550,000 low-
income adults who could 
qualify for the federal assis-
tance. That stalemate con-
tinued last week as 
Republican leaders in the 
state House and Senate 
wrapped up the month with 
a series of minibudgets and 
a plan to return in November 
and later in January to com-
plete their legislative work. 

The Georgetown research-
ers found that three-quarters 
of the 400,000 children ac-
ross the country who lost 
coverage during the two-year 
period live in states that have 
not expanded Medicaid. 

The growth in the number 
of uninsured children during 
the past two years reverses 
an eight-year increase in cov-
erage from 2008 to 2016, 
two years after the 2014 im-
plementation of the Afford-
able Care Act. Nationally, 
there were 7.8 million chil-
dren without coverage in 
2008, when the financial cri-
sis struck. By 2016, the last 
year of Barack Obama’s pres-
idency, that number had 
dropped to 3.6 million. But 
since then, the numbers have 
begun creeping up. 

The Georgetown research-
ers found that loss of cover-
age was more prominent for 
white and Latino children, 
children younger than 6, and 
children in families where 
the household income is be-
tween $29,435 to $53,325. 
The research showed a slight 
improvement in coverage 
during the two-year period 
for African American chil-

A wide-ranging legis-
lative package reforming 
sexual assault laws passed 
both chambers of the N.C. 
General Assembly unani-
mously last week, with two 
elements closing decades-
old legal loopholes on the 
definition of rape that set 
North Carolina apart. 

The Senate passed SB 
199 49-0, and the House 
voted 108-0. The package 
was hammered out in con-
ference committee in re-
cent weeks and had wide 
bipartisan support, despite 
related measures failing in 
committee in previous ses-
sions of the legislature. 

Two of the key meas-
ures, revocation of consent 
and sex with someone who 
was incapacitated due to 
alcohol or drugs, closed 
loopholes in North Caro-
lina due to old court prece-
dents, which were strongly 
featured in the Seeking 
Conviction, a series ex-
amining the prosecution of 
sexual assault crimes in 
the state that Carolina Pub-
lic Press and a collabo-
ration of 10 statewide 
media partners produced 
in March. Before today, 
North Carolina was the 
only state in the nation 
where continuing sex with 
someone after that person 
revoked consent was not 
considered a crime. 

After the bill passed both 
chambers, Attorney Gen-
eral Josh Stein said, “I’m 
very much aware of how 
prosecutors have been 
handcuffed on this issue.” 
The changes to the con-
sent laws, “are both 
changes for the good,” he 
said. “Our criminal justice 
system has to do better for 
victims of sexual assault.” 

The bill “brings North 
Carolina to the 21st cen-
tury,” Rep. Dennis Riddell, 
R-Alamance, said on the 
floor of the House. “If you 
were a victim of child 
abuse, this is for you. If 
you are an adult victim, 
this bill is for you.” 

Talking with CPP after 
the bill passed, Riddell said 
North Carolina’s sexual as-
sault laws were “archaic.” 
“Once a person consented, 
there was no going back,” 
he said of the withdrawal 
of consent loophole. “We 
are defining what ‘no’ 
means. ‘No’ is not the new 
‘yes.’ ” 

This is not the first time 
legislators considered 
closing the withdrawal of 
consent loophole. State 
Sen. Jeff Jackson made his 
first attempt to change the 
law in 2015, and has tried 
several times since then. 
Many times his bills died 
without a hearing, includ-
ing this year. “Initially 
there was confusion about 
how controversial the bill 
was,” Jackson said. “Even-
tually they realized what 
was controversial was not 
passing it.” 

NC  
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assault 
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2002, and an architect was 
chosen in 2004. But the Great 
Recession dampened fundrais-
ing, and supporters learned 
that potential donors found 
the design’s focus on slavery 
too depressing, board member 
Reginald Hodges said. 

The park’s board sought new 
proposals, focused on uplift-
ing designs, in 2016, Hodges 
said. Phil Freelon of Durham, 
who designed the Smith-

Freedom Park to honor African 
Americans closer to reality

RALEIGH — A gleaming ab-
stract sculpture that’s lit from 
within will be the centerpiece 
of a new park honoring the 
contributions of African Amer-
icans to North Carolina that’s 
been in the planning stages for 
more than a decade. 

The state Historical Commis-
sion approved the new design 
for Freedom Park last week. 
The park will be located on a 1-
acre site between the state 
legislature and the Governor’s 
Mansion in Raleigh. 

Inspirational quotes from 
North Carolina’s African Amer-
icans will be engraved on walls 
along walkways that lead to 
the 48-foot tall Beacon of Free-
dom sculpture. 

“Our public art and our pub-
lic spaces define who we are as 
a society, as a community,” 
Freedom Park board member 
Reginald Hildebrand told the 
commission. “They proclaim 
what we believe, what we 
value and what we aspire to 
achieve. This will be especially 
true for Freedom Park.” 

Plans for the park began in 

sonian’s National Museum of 
African American History and 
Culture, and his firm, Perkins 
and Will, were chosen to de-
sign the new Freedom Park. 

Months before the NMAAHC 
opened, Freelon was dia-
gnosed with amyotrophic lat-
eral sclerosis, also known as 
Lou Gehrig’s disease, a degen-
erative neurological disease 
that leads to total paralysis. 

By Anne Blythe 
N.C. HEALTH NEWS
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Christie Smith, a student in NCCU's visual impairment training master's program.
FREDA FREEMAN

NCCU expands 
footprint to prepare 
students for next century

DURHAM – Expanding stu-
dent academics and infras-
tructure are the foundation of 
North Carolina Central Univer-
sity’s five-year strategic plan.  

Meeting with local media last 
week, Chancellor Johnson 
Akinleye highlighted NCCU’s 
plan to build new student 
housing and to offer a 
master’s program for teaching 
visually impaired students – a 

By Freda Freeman 
CORRESPONDENT 

program that isn’t offered any-
where else in the state. 

The four pillars of the 2019-
24 strategic plan are student 
access and success; innova-
tion, research, and entrepre-
neurship; collaboration and 
partnerships; and institutional 
sustainability. “Our footprint 
is changing…,” Akinleye said, 
“…and we’re preparing stu-
dents for the next century.” 

Akinleye said he no longer 
wants NCCU to be the “best 

kept secret,” but he wants the 
nation and world to know the 
school continues to soar in of-
fering more and more aca-
demic opportunities. He 
hailed NCCU as the third high-
est ranking public Historically 
Black College or University in 
the nation, according to U.S. 
News & World Report. NCCU 
ranks 54th among Regional 
Universities South and 21st 
among Top Public Schools, he 

Please see NCCU/2A

This rendering provided by Perkins and Will shows a proposed 
view of Freedom Park.
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After thinking about all 
the other kids who are 
struggling with the same 
issue, Briley decided to 
reach out to other college 
consultants for help. She 
launched College Consult-
ant Care in July, which 
offers free college admis-
sions assistance to high 
school students. She be-
lieves it to be the first non-
profit in the nation to offer 
this service. 

“A, we want to help the 
student with the college 
application process, and B, 
we want to help the family 
relieve stress and be able 
to put their focus on their 
health,” Briley said. “This 
process is difficult enough 
under the best of circum-
stances but when you’re 
dealing with a cancer dia-
gnosis in the family.” 

Twenty-five members of 
the Independent Educa-
tional Consultants Associ-
ation are working with the 
nonprofit. The group has 
helped six students so far: 
two who have cancer and 
four who have a parent 
with cancer.  

Consultants can help stu-
dents with any part of the 
college application pro-
cess, including preparing 
for the SATs, planning col-
lege visits, researching po-
tential majors, reviewing 

Co. helps high-schoolers 
affected by cancer apply 
for college admission 

application materials, and 
applying for financial aid.  

“It just kind of depends 
on what the student’s 
needs are,” Briley said. 
“Some students will come 
to us just for help with the 
essay. Some want to build 
their list. Some need help 
with the entire process.” 

The group has had its 
first two students be ac-
cepted into college: Reagan 
and Kathleen Cochrane, 
twins who are seniors at 
Wake Forest High School 
and who have been ac-
cepted into East Carolina 
University. Their mother, 
Amanda Cochrane, was 
diagnosed with colon 
cancer in April. She had 
surgery and is expected to 
finish chemotherapy in De-
cember.  

“She basically reviewed 
everything that I sent in,” 
Reagan Cochrane said of 
Briley. “She gave me rec-
ommendations on where I 
should go based on what 
I’m trying to do in college – 
pretty much everything I 
could have asked for. This 
past weekend, she and her 
husband came in and 
helped me review audition 
materials.” 

Reagan wants to major in 
music, and has applied to 
four other schools, includ-
ing Elon and Chase univer-
sities.  

“Where my family is right 
now, I think if somebody 
like her group hadn’t have 
gotten in contact with us, I 
don’t think we would have 
had the opportunity to 
work with someone who 
understood what we are 
going through,” she said. 
“Me and my sister defi-
nitely wouldn’t have been 
able to do all we had done. 
We would have been a lot 
more overwhelmed.” 

Briley said she wants to 
expand the program to 
have at least one consult-
ant in every state. For now, 
students are paired with a 
local consultant if one is 
available, or they work 
through Skype or other on-
line tools. Briley said she 
also wants to expand the 
number of students they 
are helping and to start 
partnering with youth 
cancer programs.  

After recruiting the con-
sultants, Briley said her 
focus has now shifted to 
fundraising to support the 
program. In the long term, 
she said she would like to 
be able to help students 
with financial aid, as well. 

Visit www.collegeconsul-
tantscare.org to nominate 
a student for college appli-
cation assistance or to 
learn more about how you 
can support the program. 

Continued from page 1A
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BUSINESS BRIEFS
BLACK CHAMBER 
Durham Black Chamber 

of Commerce will host a 
talk on “The Impact of Race 
on Entrepreneurship” Nov. 
12, 6-7:30 p.m., M&F Cor-
porate Auditorium, 2634 
Durham-Chapel Hill Blvd.  
RSVP at www.gdbcc.event-
brite.com. 

 
INSTAGRAM 
Amplify Your Instagram 

w/Lady Bizness Nov. 12, 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Innova-
tion & Entrepreneurship 
Center, 444 S. Blount St., 
Suit 115-B. Register at 
www.eventbrite.com. 

 
BUSINESS BLOCK 
A networking event for 

minority business owners 
is Nov. 14, 6:30 p.m., 2409 
Crabtree Blvd., Suite 107, 
Raleigh.  

SUMMIT 
NC IDEA FOUNDATION 

will host its inaugural 
Statewide Entrepreneurial 
Ecosystem Summit Nov. 
18-19 at the Hilton Raleigh 
North Hills. Register at 
www.ncidea.org. 

 
DISABILITIES 
Capital Area Workforce 

Development will host 
Workforce Ready 2019 to 
educate businesses on hir-
ing the disabled Nov. 19, 
8:30 to 11:30 a.m., McKim-
mon Center on Gorman 
Street. Register at 
www.Workforceready2019
.eventbrite.com. 

 
RALEIGH CHAMBER 
• Black Business Momen-

tum will host a workshop 
“Why Customer Service 
Matters Every Time,” Nov 

19, 6-8 p.m., Garner Town 
Hall, 900 7th Avenue. RSVP 
by Nov. 12 to Cherith Ro-
berson at (919) 335-1007. 

 
MEETING 
Downtown Durham Inc.’s 

annual meeting is Nov. 20, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Durham 
Convention Center, 301 W. 
Morgan St. Visit down-
towndurham.com. 

 
OPENINGS: 
• Kenny Gilbert, private 

chef to Oprah, will open a 
new restaurant called “Cut 
and Gather” next spring at 
13100 Falls of Neuse Road, 
Raleigh. Visit www.cutand-
gather.com for updates. 

 
 
Send business briefs to 

info@triangletribune.com. 

said.  
Akinleye credited NCCU 

with attracting scholars 
who scored greater than 
1400 on the SAT who could 
attend any school of their 
choice. He lauded the 74 
percent of law school grad-
uates who passed the bar 
on the first try. Also, Akin-
leye praised NCCU stu-
dents for contributing 
199,000 hours of com-
munity service – the equiv-
alent of investing more 
than $5 million in the local 
economy. 

Just as NCCU is expand-
ing its physical campus 
with a new business 
school, student housing, 
and student center, it is 
also expanding its degree 
programs. The university 
now offers a bachelor’s de-
gree in biological and bio-
medical sciences, and a 
master’s degree in higher 
education administration 
clinical research science. 
NCCU researchers are also 
working on a new thera-
peutic treatment for lower-
ing cholesterol.  

NCCU is also the only col-
lege or university in the 

NCCU expands footprint 
to prepare students

state to offer a master’s in 
visual impairment training. 

Assistant Professor Sean 
Tikkun, who trains stu-
dents to teach the visually 
impaired, said as baby 
boomers age, the number 
of visually impaired people 
is expected to jump from 4 
million to 8 million over 
the next 30 years.  

In North Carolina, there 
are about 1,900 visually 
impaired students who are 
eligible for services, such 
as Braille instruction or 
other specific technology, 
Tikkun said. There is a 
shortage of teachers to 
teach students to read 
Braille. NCCU hopes to ad-
dress that shortage via its 
visual impairment training 
program. 

Christie Smith, of Dur-
ham, is one of about 60 
students in the program. 
She said it offers future 
teachers a perspective of 
what life is like for their 
students and provides ex-
periences that not only 
allow them to sympathize 
but empathize with them. 

While an undergraduate 
student at UNC Chapel Hill, 
Smith began to lose her 

sight due to a rare heredi-
tary degenerative retinal 
disease. After graduating, 
she was able to work for a 
while, but the disease pro-
gressed, and life as she 
knew it changed. She could 
no longer work or drive, 
and she had to learn to 
walk using a cane. 

Without the teachers and 
mobility specialists who 
helped her, Smith said, “I 
would never have been 
able to reinvent myself.” 
Learning just how great the 
need is for more specialists 
in the field of visual im-
pairment, Smith said she, 
in turn, wants to do the 
same for others. 

“I decided I would rise to 
the challenge and pursue a 
career as a teacher for stu-
dents with visual impair-
ment,” she said. “Once that 
decision was made, I had 
to find a program, and, for-
tunately for me, I didn’t 
have to look far. North Car-
olina Central University 
has a phenomenal visual 
impairment training pro-
gram and offers courses 
that other schools just 
don’t have.” 

Continued from page 1A

The legislation passed 
also increases the statute 
of limitations for a child 
sexual assault victim to sue 
an assailant, expands the 
duty of anyone over 18 to 
report knowledge of a sex 
crime against a juvenile, 
requires school personnel 
training on child sex abuse 
and sex trafficking, bans 
online conduct by high-
risk sex offenders that en-
dangers children, and 
prohibits attempts to drug 
someone’s food or drink. 

The measure would be-
come law if signed by Gov. 
Roy Cooper. Cooper’s of-
fice had previously indi-
cated he would study it 
carefully before deciding 
whether to sign it. Con-
tacted after its unanimous 
passage by both chambers, 
a spokesperson for the 
governor said that had not 
changed. 

Leah McGuirk was at a 

NC sexual assault reforms 
pass unanimously

bar in Charlotte last year 
when she felt unwell and 
collapsed to the floor; she 
suspects her drink had 
been drugged. Her friends 
were near and took her to 
safety, but it could have 
ended much worse. She re-
ported the incident to po-
lice but they told her it was 
not a crime to drug some-
one’s drink if it was not ac-
companied by another 
crime. This legislation 
changes that. 

“There is a part of me 
that’s sad because I know 
there’s so many victims 
who won’t be able to take 
the people who preyed 
upon them to court,” 
McGuirk said. “These laws 
are built on the backs of 
victims who won’t get their 
day in court.” 

Stein’s office worked on 
sections of the bill that in-
cludes protections for chil-
dren. “As a result of this 
legislation, now our chil-

dren will be better pro-
tected from sexual assault, 
and online from sex of-
fenders,” he said. 

Raleigh resident Katie 
Trout, who watched the 
legislative action from the 
visitors’ gallery, said she 
was preyed upon by a 
member of her church 
starting at age 15. She said 
her perpetrator has already 
been convicted, but being 
able to sue would be em-
powering. “Until this 
passed, I had no control or 
power to hold him more 
accountable for what hap-
pened,” she said. 

But Stein said age 28 is 
“by no means adequate” 
when it comes to a statute 
of limitations for child sex 
abuse lawsuits. He said he 
intends to try to increase 
the civil statute of limita-
tions to 40 years old dur-
ing the next legislative 
session. 

 

Continued from page 1A

dren. 
“Recent policy changes 

and the failure to make 
children’s health a priority 
have undercut bipartisan 
initiatives and the Afford-
able Care Act, which had 
propelled our nation for-
ward on children’s health 
coverage,” Joan Alker, ex-
ecutive director of the 
Georgetown University 
Center for Children and 
Families and a research 
professor at the McCourt 
School of Public Policy, 
said in a prepared state-
ment. 

Michelle Hughes, ex-
ecutive director of NC 
Child, an advocate for the 
state’s children, called the 

Number of North Carolina 
uninsured children rises for 
a second year

upward tick in uninsured 
children “a concerning 
trend.” “One of the big fac-
tors for North Carolina and 
other states is the rate of 
uninsured is growing three 
times as fast as other 
states that have expanded 
Medicaid,” Hughes said. 

The biggest loss of insur-
ance was for children from 
low- and moderate-income 
households, Hughes 
added. Sixty percent of the 
130,000 children without 
insurance coverage in N.C. 
are available for assistance, 
Hughes said, highlighting a 
need for advocates to get 
the word out to parents 
about how to go to county 
social services depart-
ments and sign up for 
CHIP. NC Child also en-

courages parents without 
insurance to go to Health-
care.gov and explore eligi-
bility options for 
Affordable Care Act sub-
sidies. 

Research has shown that 
parents without insurance 
are more likely to have un-
insured children than 
those with insurance. 
Other studies have found 
that providing coverage for 
adults becomes a mecha-
nism to reach their pre-
viously uninsured 
children, gaining them ac-
cess to care. 

“NC Child’s biggest prior-
ity and the biggest lever to 
help insure children is to 
expand Medicaid,” Hughes 
said. 

 

Continued from page 1A
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Briley

Despite the illness, he ac-
cepted the Freedom Park 
project. He died in July at 
the age of 66. 

“It was our great hope 
that Phil Freelon would be 
able to be present for the 
groundbreaking and ded-
ication,” Hildebrand said. 
“As you know, he passed 
recently at the height of 
his accomplishments with 
the Smithsonian museum, 
and he could have done 
anything with the limited 
time he knew he had left. 
He chose to invest it in 
this project in North Caro-
lina, his home.” 

Contributions followed 
Freelon’s name and the 
new design.  

The proposed state 

Freedom Park honoring 
African Americans

budget includes $1.5 mil-
lion for the park, provided 
that’s matched by $1.7 
million in private dona-
tions. Park board member 
Kel Landis said in a tele-
phone interview that the 
donations exceed the $1.7 
million target. 

The design includes no 
monuments; the walls 
carry no quotes from 
people outside North Car-
olina. The walls will be 
made of precast concrete 
and tinted to resemble the 
red clay of North Carolina, 
said architect Michael Ste-
venson of Perkins and 
Will. 

One quote located in a 
prominent place comes 
from John H. Wheeler, 
president of Mechanics & 

Farmers Bank from 1952 
to 1978 and a founder of 
the Durham Committee on 
Negro Affairs: “The battle 
for freedom begins every 
morning.” 

“We think that really sets 
the tone as you enter the 
park,” Stevenson said. 

Meanwhile, the beacon 
will be designed in a shiny 
metallic so that it’s lit 
from both the inside and 
the outside, he said. As it 
reaches toward the sky, it 
will represent “a brighter 
future for everybody,” he 
said. 

A groundbreaking for 
the park is planned for De-
cember. Stevenson esti-
mated that completing it 
will take about a year. 

 

Continued from page 1A
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‘Hidden Figure’ Katherine 
Johnson turns 101

Katherine Johnson, one 
of the African American 
women whose stories re-
ceived global attention in 
the best-selling book and 
blockbuster movie, “Hid-
den Figures,” has turned 
101. 

The renowned math-
ematician was instrumen-
tal in Alan Shepherd’s 1961 
journey to space. She also 
played a pivotal role in 
John Glenn becoming the 
first American to success-
fully orbit earth one year 
after Shepherd’s flight. 

Johnson will also receive 
a Congressional Gold 
Medal thanks to a biparti-
san bill passed by Con-
gress earlier this month. 

All four of the heroines 
depicted in “Hidden Fig-
ures” will receive rec-
ognition. In addition to 
Johnson, Dr. Christine Dar-
den, Dorothy Vaughn and 
Mary Jackson will also re-
ceive medals. Vaughn’s 
and Jackson’s medals will 
be presented posthu-
mously. 

The book, “Hidden Fig-
ures: The American Dream 
and the Untold Story of the 
Black Women Mathemati-
cians Who Helped Win the 
Space Race,” by Margot Lee 
Shetterly, helped tell the 
women’s story.  

“Katherine Johnson, Do-
rothy Vaughan, Mary Jack-
son, and Dr. Christine 
Darden made monumental 
contributions to science 
and our nation,” said Sen. 
Kamala Harris, D-Calif., 
said in a statement. 

Harris and five other 
members of Congress in-
troduced legislation to se-
cure Congressional Gold 
Medals for Johnson and 
her colleagues. “The 
groundbreaking accom-
plishments of these four 
women and all of the 
women who contributed to 
the success of NASA 
helped us win the space 
race but remained in the 
dark far too long,” Harris 
stated. 

“I am proud our bill to 
honor these remarkable 
women has passed Con-
gress. These pioneers re-
main a beacon for black 
women across the country, 
both young and old.” 

The honor isn’t the only 
one for Johnson. She is the 
recipient of numerous 
honors, including the Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom, 
multiple NASA Langley Re-
search Center Special 
Achievement awards, and 
many others.  

Corporate Office Proper-
ties Trust just this month 
agreed to rename its 7000 
Columbia Gateway Drive 
building in Columbia, 
Maryland, the “Katherine G. 
Johnson Building.” It would 
be the latest of several 
other buildings, schools, 
and libraries named after 
her. 

In an earlier interview, 
Johnson told NNPA News-
wire that she missed work-
ing. “I’d go back now,” she 
said. 

After leaving her teaching 
job in 1953, Johnson began 
working for NASA and was 
able to calculate the trajec-
tory for numerous space 
missions, including the 
space flight of Shephard, 
and the path for the famed 
1968 Apollo 11 flight to the 
moon.  

“I’d do them over if I had 
to. I’d do anything for 
anyone,” Johnson stated. 

At an early age, Johnson 

developed enviable math 
skills, so much so that even 
NASA officials wrote a 
story about her titled “The 
girl who loved to count.” 

“I counted everything. I 
counted the steps to the 
road, the steps up to the 
church, the number of 
dishes and silverware I 
washed, anything that 
could be counted, I did,” 
Johnson said. 

“I entered college; I was 
15. I was going to be a math 
teacher because that was it. 
You could be a math 
teacher or a nurse, but I 
was told I would make a 
good research mathemati-
cian, and they had me take 
all of the courses in the cat-
alog.” 

When Glenn went to the 
moon, Johnson said her 
“Hidden Figures” crew 
acted as the computer for 
the mission. Calculating 
everything involved in the 
flight became like a geome-
try problem, Johnson re-
called. 

“I felt most proud of the 
success of the Apollo mis-
sion. We had to determine 
so much. Where you were, 
where the moon would be 
and how fast the astro-
nauts were going,” she 
said. “We were really con-
cerned, but the astronaut 
had to do it just as we laid 
it out. I was looking at the 
television and hoping that 
we’re right.” 

 

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA NEWSWIRE  
CORRESPONDENT 

Study highlights fluid 
sexual orientation in 
many teens

At least 1 in 5 teen-
agers reports some 
change in sexual orien-
tation during adoles-
cence, according to 
new research from 
North Carolina State 
University, the Univer-
sity of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill and the 
University of Pitts-
burgh. 

“This work highlights 
the fluidity that many 
adolescents experience 
in terms of how they 
label their sexuality 
and who they feel sex-
ually attracted to,” said 
J. Stewart, a Ph.D. stu-
dent at N.C. State and 
lead author of a paper 
on the work. 

For this study, re-
searchers looked at 
data from 744 students 
from rural high schools 
in the southeastern 
United States: 54% were 
girls, 46% were boys. 
Students filled out sur-
veys each year for three 
years, spanning either 
their freshman through 
junior years or their 
sophomore through 
senior years.  

The data was col-
lected between 2014 
and 2016. 

The researchers 
found that at some 
point during the three-
year period, 19% of stu-
dents reported at least 
one change in their 
self-labeled sexual 
identity; for example, 
classifying themselves 
as heterosexual in Year 
1 and as bisexual in 
Year 2. Some students 
reported multiple 
changes, such as 
switching from hetero-
sexual to bisexual be-
tween Years 1 and 2, 
and then back to het-
erosexual in Year 3. 

There were also no-
table differences be-

tween male and female 
students, with 26% of 
girls reporting some 
change in sexual iden-
tity over the three-year 
study period, com-
pared to 11% of boys. 

In addition to how 
teens labeled their sex-
ualities, researchers 
looked at the extent to 
which teens reported 
being romantically at-
tracted to boys and/or 
girls. The study found 
that 21% of students re-
ported changes in who 
they were attracted to 
over the course of the 
study.  

As with sexual iden-
tity, some students re-
ported changes in 
romantic attraction be-
tween Years 1 and 2, 
and again between 
Years 2 and 3. 

Again, there were no-
table differences be-
tween boys and girls, 
with 31% of girls re-
porting changes in ro-
mantic attraction, 
compared to 10% of 
boys. 

“Some adolescents 
shifted between sexual 
minority identities 
and/or attractions – 
gay or lesbian, bisex-
ual, etc. as well as vary-
ing degrees of 
same-sex attractions – 
across all three years,” 
Stewart said. “Others 
fluctuated between het-
erosexual and sexual 
minority groups. And 
when we looked at the 
extent to which sexual 
identity, attraction and 
sexual behavior 
aligned, we saw some 
interesting trends.” 

The researchers 
found that the majority 
of people who identi-
fied as sexual minor-
ities also reported 
some degree of same-
sex attraction, and 
most had engaged in 

some form of sexual 
behavior with a person 
of the same sex. Ho-
wever, there was more 
variability among stu-
dents who identified 
themselves as hetero-
sexual, particularly for 
girls. 

For example, 9% of all 
female students la-
beled themselves as 
both heterosexual and 
having at least some at-
traction to girls. And 
12% of girls who re-
ported being both het-
erosexual and having 
no sexual attraction to-
ward girls also reported 
engaging in same-sex 
sexual behavior. 

“The results for boys 
mirrored those for 
girls, albeit to a lesser 
degree,” Stewart said. 
“Adolescence is a time 
of identity exploration, 
and sexual orientation 
is one aspect of that. 
One takeaway here is 
that the process of sex-
ual identity devel-
opment is quite 
nuanced for a lot of 
teens. And based on re-
search with young 
adults, we expect these 
patterns will continue 
for many people into 
their late 20s and even 
beyond. 

“To be clear, we’re 
talking about internally 
driven changes in sex-
ual orientation. This re-
search does not 
suggest these changes 
can be imposed on an 
individual and does not 
support the idea of 
conversion therapy. 
There’s ample evidence 
that conversion ther-
apy is harmful and 
does not influence 
anyone’s sexual orien-
tation.” 

The researchers are 
already considering fu-
ture directions for the 
work.   

STAFF REPORTS 

COURTESY

Johnson
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AUCTIONS
SEALED BID, Historic Building in Downtown 
Rockingham, NC, Bid Opening on Nov. 25th at 2pm, 
Property at 125 Hancock St., Rockingham, NC, 
ironhorseauction.com, 800.997.2248, NCAL 3936 
 

Home Improvement Auction.  
 
Sunday November 16th @10am. 201 S. Central Ave. 
Locust, NC. Cabinet Sets, Doors, Carpet, Tile, 
Harwood, Bath Vanities, Windows, Lighting, Patio Sets, 
Trim, Appliances, Name Brand Tools. Also, Model 
Home Furniture.  
 

www.classicauctions.com.  
704-507-1449 ncaf5479.

Earthlink High Speed Internet.  
 

As Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 

Stream Videos, Music and More!  
 

Call Earthlink Today  
1-866-887-0237

MEDICAL SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage 
for 350 procedures. Call 1-844-496-8601 for details. 
www.dental50plus.com/ncpress   6118-0219 
 
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-348-8151

HEALTH

WELLNESS
SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions Required. CIPA 
Certified. Over 1500 medications available. CALL 
Today For A Free Price Quote. 1-855-972-7324 Call 
Now! 
 
Have you or your child suffered serious LUNG ISSUES 
from JUULing or Vaping?  Let our attorneys fight for 
you! Get the justice you deserve! Call 844-322-6069 
 
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive maximum 
value of write-off for your taxes.  Running or not!  All 
conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details: 
866-412-0719

INTERNET

Medical Billing & Coding Training.  
New Students Only.  

Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify.  Call 833-990-
0354

MEDICAL 
SERVICES

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your drug costs! 
SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. FREE Shipping! 100 
Guaranteed and Discreet. CALL  1-855-458-7417

MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES

MISC FOR SALE
GET A $250 AT&T VISA® REWARD CARD WHEN YOU 
BUY A SMARTPHONE ON AT&T NEXT! Limited Time 
Offer. More For Your Thing. (*Req's well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restr's apply.) Call Now! 1-866-639-6524 
or visit www.250reward.com/NC 
 
Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Original were originally $129.95 - NOW 
WITH THIS SPECIAL OFFER are only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-877-914-6068 
 
Smart Home Installations? Geeks on Site will install 
your WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras, Home Theater Systems, 
& Gaming Consoles. $20 OFF coupon 42537! 
(Restrictions apply) 877-372-1843

MISCELLANEOUS

CALL NOW 
TO SAVE OVER 

33%

Our high-quality Full 
Spectrum CBD Rich  
Hemp Oil can bring 
balance, longevity and 
wellness to your life.

877-487-8314

SATISFACTION 
Money Back Guarantee!100%

ORDER NOW! 1.855.247.9392 ask for 59104VEA
www.OmahaSteaks.com/good83

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

*Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. ©2019 

Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 2/29/20

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 FREE BURGERS 
THAT’S 16 MAIN COURSES!

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

MISC/SALE
Stay in your home longer with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including a 
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-393-3307 or visit 
www.walkintubquote.com/nc 
 
DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-877-920-7405 (some restrictions 
apply)

TRAVEL

TM

1-855-691-1281
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 

surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 12/31/19. Other terms 

and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Experience a 10-day trip through the heart of ancient Greece. 

Start with 3 days in Athens, where you will enjoy visits to the 

Parthenon, the Acropolis and Acropolis Museum, and more, after 

meeting your fellow travelers at a welcome dinner. Then it’s on 

to 2 of the most popular Greek islands—Mykonos, famous for 

its windmills, whitewashed buildings and domed churches; and 

Santorini, named by numerous publications as the world’s top 

island. Return to Athens by ferry for your final night in Greece.

10 days, departs March - September 2020

GREECE & HER ISLANDS
Athens • Mykonos • Santorini

FROM
$1,549

*

$1,299*

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families fi nd senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you! 
(855) 399-9881

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a 

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month!  
 
155 Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.) PLUS 
Stream on Up to FIVE Screens Simultaneously at No 
Addt?l Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-855-972-7954

SATELLITE 
TV/MISC.              

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE   
  

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO  
THE DURHAM COUNTY SHERIFF’S FIRING RANGE  

  
  

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ No.  20-009)  
   
The County of Durham will receive proposals for 
Durham County Sheriff’s Firing Range facility is 
located on 100 Electra Road, Durham, North 
Carolina. by 2:00 P.M., on December 12, 2019, in the 
Durham County Purchasing Division, 201 East Main 
Street, 7th Floor, Durham, North Carolina 27701.  No 
proposals will be accepted after the official time and 
date.  
 
 An electronic copy of this Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ) can be obtained from Durham County’s eBid 
System located under Bid Opportunities at 
http://www.dconc.gov/government/departments-
fz/finance/bid-opportunities.  Proposers can 
download a copy of the solicitation and all addenda 
without registering in the system.  However, in order to 
automatically receive email notifications of 
solicitations and addenda issued by the Purchasing 
Division, Proposers MUST register in the eBid system.  
 
 Questions concerning administrative matters should 
be directed to Candy Harmon, Procurement 
Specialist, at (919) 560-0741 or via email at 
purchasinggroup@dconc.gov.  
 
 The County reserves the right to accept or reject 
such proposals as appears in its judgment to be in the  
best interest of the County. 

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT  
  

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGER AT RISK FOR NEW DURHAM COUNTY 

YOUTH HOME (RFQ No. 20-008)  
   
The County of Durham is accepting Proposals for a 
Construction Manager at Risk (CM@R) for the New 
Durham County Youth Home until 2:00 P. M. Eastern 
Time, on December 5, 2019 in the County of Durham 
Purchasing Division, 201 East Main Street, 7th Floor, 
Durham, NC 27701. This project is for a new Youth 
Home facility on the site of the existing Durham 
County Youth Home building, 2423 Broad Street, 
Durham, North Carolina with an estimated 
construction budget of $15,000,000.00.  
 
A Mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference and site tour 
following the Conference will be held on:  
 
Conference Date/Site Tour:   
November 13, 2019  
 
Conference Time:    
10:00 A. M. Eastern Time  
 
Conference Address:     
Durham County Engineering and 
Environmental Services       
201 E. Main Street, Fifth Floor       
Durham, North Carolina 27701  
 
A copy of the Request for Qualifications (RFQ No. 20-
008) may be obtained by making a request to the 
following:  
  

Candy E. Harmon  
Procurement Specialist       
Durham County Purchasing Division       
201 East Main Street, 7th Floor       
Durham, NC 27701      
purchasinggroup@dconc.gov  

Job Opportunity for Section 3, Low‐Income 
Persons Minority Participating Commercial 
Contractor seeking to offer Section 3, Low‐ Income 
and Very‐Low Income eligible Businesses, Vendors, 
Subcontractors, or individuals economic opportunities 
of job training, employment, and contracting work to 
promote local economic development and 
individual self‐sufficiency. We will provide economical 
units to allow for minority participation as well as 
provide assistance for bonding and insurance for 
Section 3 businesses. Also, quick payment policies to 
help minority suppliers and contractors participate will 
be available. We are committed to satisfy Section 3 
obligations and our goal is to provide opportunities for 
Section 3 Businesses throughout this entire housing 
project. If you are a Section 3 Business or resident in 
the County area and seeking work, please contact us 
at 980‐221‐1881, email to ad927@bidsec3.com, or via 
fax at 980‐221‐2061 to become part of our 
HUD‐assisted project and help promote quality 
housing and community development in this area. 
Plans are available at: parker.box.com/v/927. 

EMPLOYMENT



W Borship riefs

DURHAM 
ANTIOCH BAPTIST 
1415 Holloway Street 
Men’s Day is Nov. 10 at 9 

a.m. The Rev. Reggie Wise 
of Baptist Grove Church in 
Raleigh is the guest 
preacher. 

• Antioch and Abundant 
Hope Christian Church will 
co-host Fall Revival Nov. 
11-13 at 7 p.m. Several 
guest choirs will perform.  

WEST DURHAM 
1901 Athens Avenue 
Veterans Day is Nov. 10 

at 10 a.m. Shaw professor 
James Holmes is the guest 
preacher. The public is in-
vited. 

 
NORTH EAST BAPTIST 
3204 Hwy 55 
The church will celebrate 

its 139th anniversary Nov. 
17 at 10:15 a.m. The Rev. 

Gloria Aghogah is the 
guest preacher. 

 
Send your church news 

to: The Triangle Tribune, 
115 Market Street, Suite 
360-G, Durham, NC 27701; 
e-mail info@triangletrib-
une.com; or fax 688-2740.  

 
Deadline: Tuesday by 

noon. 
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Baptists differ over  
evangelical movement

WASHINGTON – A histo-
rian, an ethicist and a pas-
tor – all Baptists – 
displayed a difference of 
opinion on the usefulness 
of the word "evangelical" 
and the state of evangeli-
calism in recent conver-
sation at the Museum of 
the Bible. 

Thomas Kidd, history 
professor at Baylor Univer-
sity and prolific author, 
discussed the crisis in 
evangelical Christianity 
with Russell Moore, pres-
ident of the Southern Bap-
tist Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, and 
Thabiti Anyabwile, pastor 
of Anacostia River Church 
in Washington, D.C. Kidd 
interacted with Moore and 
Anyabwile regarding his 
new book, "Who Is an Evan-
gelical?: The History of a 
Movement in Crisis." 

In his keynote address, 
Kidd said he remains opti-
mistic about evangelical-
ism despite its 
politicization, especially in 
recent years. He cited as an 
example the 2016 poll re-
sults that showed 81 per-
cent of self-identified 
evangelicals voted for Don-
ald Trump.  

"Some would say that I 
am naïve to hope that there 
remains a core of practic-
ing orthodox evangelicals 
who really do care more 
about salvation and spiri-
tual matters than political 
power," Kidd told the au-
dience. "It's true that mil-
lions of practicing 
evangelicals are part of the 
81 percent, but we should 
not define evangelicalism 
by the 81 percent.  

Non-evangelical Ameri-
cans, however, may have a 
variety of impressions 
about what "evangelical" 
means, Kidd said, "but one 
certain association that 
people make with the word 
is 'Republican.' And the 
term 'evangelical' has be-

come fundamentally polit-
ical in popular parlance 
today."  

Another likely associa-
tion non-evangelicals make 
with the word is "white," he 
said, adding pollsters as-
sume evangelicals are 
white. In his response to 
Kidd, Moore said he is not 
ready to surrender the 
word "evangelical." 

"I think when it comes to 
evangelical, it's possible for 
a word, and it's possible for 
a movement, to be born 
again," he said. 

Anyabwile said he does 
not share the optimism of 
Kidd and Moore regarding 

evangelicalism. He doesn't 
think the "partisan and eth-
nic definition of evangeli-
cals" is peculiar, he said. "I 
actually think that is the 
DNA" of evangelicalism. 

"Evangelicalism as a 
movement has generally 
and consistently taken 
what I would refer to as 
anti-black positions on so-
cial and political ques-
tions," Anyabwile told the 
audience. "Historically, the 
movement has been gen-
erally pro-slavery, pro-seg-
regation – much of the 
movement, anti-affirmative 
action and anti-immi-
grant.” 

By  Tom Strode 
BAPTIST PRESS 

AROUND THE TRIANGLE
RALEIGH 
THEATRE 
“Having Our Say: The De-

lany Sisters…” will be per-
formed Nov. 8-17, 7:30 
p.m., Duke Energy Center, 
2 E. South St. Visit ticket-
master.com. 

 
FESTIVAL 
Annual NC Gourd Arts & 

Craft Festival is Nov. 9-10, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., State Fair-
grounds, Holshouser 
Building. Visit 
www.ncgourdsociety.org/f
estival. 

 
FUNDRAISER 
Urban Ministries will host 

its annual Stone Soup 
Supper Nov. 14, 6-8 p.m., 
NC State’s McKimmon 
Center on Gorman Street. 
Visit www.urbanmin.org. 

 
WOMEN 
Wake County Commis-

sion for Women will host 
its next Listening Tour ses-
sion Nov. 14, 6-7 p.m., 
DHIC Community Class-
room, 450 E. Davie St. Visit 
www.wakegov.com/wom-
enscommission. 

 
EXHIBIT 
“Law and Justice: The Su-

preme Court of North Car-
olina, 1819-2019” exhibit 
begins Nov. 15, Museum of 
History, 5 E. Edenton St. 
V i s i t 
ncmuseumofhistory.org. 

 
AWARDS 
North Carolina Awards 

banquet is Nov. 16, 7 p.m., 
Raleigh Convention Center, 
Salisbury Street. Contact: 
Jennifer Fontes at (919) 
814-6756. 

 
 

RECYCLING 
A shred and recycle 

event is Nov. 16, 9 a.m. to 
noon, Wilders Grove Solid 
Waste Services Facility, 630 
Beacon Lake Dr. 

 
LECTURE 
Lea E. Williams will dis-

cuss her latest book, “We 
Who Believe in Freedom: 
The Life and Times of Ella 
Baker,” Nov. 16, 11 a.m., 
Archives and History Bldg., 
109 E. Jones St.  

 
CARY 
VETERANS 
A Veteran’s Day Observa-

tion is Nov. 11, 11 a.m., 
Veterans Freedom Park. 

 
CONFERENCE 
Inaugural PAC Confer-

ence to raise awareness for 
people living with demen-
tia is Nov. 18-19, Embassy 
Suites by Hilton. Register at 
TeepaSnow.com/pac-an-
nual-conference. 

 
DURHAM 
QUILT 
A memorial quilt exhibit 

will be displayed during 
November at Human Serv-
ices Bldg., 414 E. Main St. 

 
GRADUATION 
TROSA will celebrate its 

25th year at the graduation 
of 23 residents Nov. 10, 3 
p.m., 1820 James St. 

 
LECTURE 
A Conversation with 

Alonzo King is Nov. 11, 
noon, Rubenstein Arts 
Center, Room 102 on 
Duke’s campus. Visit 
tickets@duke.edu. 

 
DEVELOPER 
The second “Meet the De-

veloper” event regarding 
the 300 and 500 blocks of 
East Main Street is Nov. 12, 
7 p.m., Durham County 
Human Services Bldg., 414 
E. Main St. 

 
SESSION 
The first Engage Durham 

Listening and Learning 
Workshop is Nov. 14, 7-9 
p.m., Hillside High, 3727 
Fayetteville St. 

 
PANEL 
Friends of Geer Cemetery 

will host a panel discussion 
on black cemeteries Nov. 
16, 3:30-5 p.m., School of 
Science & Math. Email 
friendsofgeercemetery@g
mail.com. 

 
KARATE 
Bull City Dojo Classic is 

Nov. 16, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Brogden Middle, 1001 Leon 
St. Register at superior-
soma.com. 

 
SCREENING 
A film screening of “Dur-

ham: A Self Portrait” is Nov. 
16, 6-8 p.m., Carolina The-
atre, 309 W. Morgan St. 

 
THEATRE 
“The Depths of Me: My 

Mental Health Journey” 
night of drama, poetry and 
music is Nov. 17, 6-8:30 
p.m., ReCity, 112 Broad-
way St. Visit PayPal.Me/Tai-
Connects. 

 
CHAPEL HILL 
WORKSHOP 
Musical Empowerment 

will sponsor “Foundation 
in Racial Equity” workshop 
Nov. 10 at the Sonja 
Haynes Center, 150 South 
St. Visit their Facebook 
page to register. 

Florida church apologizes 
for racial prejudice

NAPLES, Fla. – A majority 
white Baptist church has 
apologized for “racial prej-
udices” that leaders 
deemed partly responsible 
for a favored black candi-
date losing the October 27 
vote for pastor, and said it 
will discipline those guilty 
of the sin. 

The pastoral and lay 
leadership of First Baptist 
Church of Naples apolo-
gized to all Southern Bap-
tists for "a sickness in what 
we characterize as a cancer 
within our fellowship" that 
led in part to 19 percent of 
the congregation voting 
against black candidate 
Marcus Hayes. According 
to the church's constitu-
tion and bylaws, candi-
dates for senior pastor 
must receive 85 percent of 
the vote to win; Hayes re-
ceived 81 percent after 
preaching in view of a call, 
the church said in a letter 
emailed to the Southern 
Baptist Convention Ex-
ecutive Committee. 

"A portion of the 19 per-
cent that voted against 
Marcus Hayes did so based 
on racial prejudices," reads 
the letter signed by Ex-
ecutive Pastor John D. Edie 
on behalf of church 
leaders. "We know this be-
cause of the campaign that 
started just days before by 
a few disgruntled people in 
our church." 

Not all members of the 
church believe racial prej-
udice swayed the vote. 
"With the utmost respect, 
having attended FBCN for 
17 years, I stand on my 
opinion that the color of 
Pastor Marcus' skin had 
NOTHING to do with how 
the vote turned out," an 
FBCN member identified 
on Twitter as Gretchen 
Church tweeted 
@gretchen_church, al-
though she did not indi-
cate whether she voted for 
Marcus Hayes. "FBCN has 
been spiritually fed and 
nourished for over 27 
years by former Pastor 
Hayes Wicker, a man of 
God filled with the Holy 

Spirit.... How could a con-
gregation under a man like 
Hayes Wicker be racist?! I 
think not!!!" 

FBCN has been without a 
senior pastor since the 
spring, when Wicker's pas-
toral service ended. In an 
email to the church mem-
bership days after the vote, 
leaders said a campaign 
against Hayes included so-
cial media, texting, phone 
calls and emails from "a 
small group of people who 
call themselves 'Voices of 
FBCN,' and/or 'Group of 
Concerned FBCN 
Members,' as well as others 
who have espoused these 
sinful positions," but 
further details have not 
been disclosed. 

Leaders assured South-
ern Baptists that the guilty 
would be disciplined in line 
with biblical principles. 
"Let me assure you that our 
statement of contriteness 
is currently being and will 
continue to be followed by 
actions within our church 
to make sure that this sin-
ful cancer is dealt with," 
reads the letter signed by 
Edie on behalf of church 
leaders. "Biblical church 
discipline has started 
within this local house of 
the Lord, and we are res-
olute to make sure that 
First Baptist Church Naples 
will be an example to the 
church at large of how 
Jesus Christ has asked us 
to go forward in this world 
as a light that would draw 
all men to Christ." 

Hayes leads the Hender-
sonville, North Carolina, 
campus of the multisite 

Biltmore Church based in 
Arden, North Carolina, and 
is a member of the SBC EC. 
He has made no comments 
to BP regarding the vote. 
The 85 percent threshold 
for victory is exceedingly 
high, the church acknowl-
edged, but said the congre-
gational vote after the "in 
view of a call" sermon is 
usually a procedural affir-
mation. 

"Our Pastoral Search 
Committee, lay leadership, 
and the Pastoral Staff all 
anticipated that our vote 
would be nothing less than 
an affirmative statement 
from our people that God 
had sovereignly chosen for 
Marcus Hayes to be our 
next Pastor," the letter 
reads. "Sadly that did not 
come to fruition. If all 
things had been fair and 
equal, our story would not 
have reached as far and 
wide, and stoked the emo-
tions that it has. But what 
was concluded was all 
things were not fair and 
right." 

In the above referenced 
email to the congregation, 
leaders of FBCN vowed to 
move forward in choosing 
a new senior pastor.  

"Please know this, that 
our Senior Pastor Search 
Team will meet to identify 
options moving forward 
with our Senior Pastor 
search," the leaders said. 
"For now, we humbly ask 
you to stay strong in the 
Lord.... Pray with us and 
lock arms with us as we 
move forward and seek the 
face of God." 

 

By Diana Chandler 
BAPTIST PRESS 

Pastor Marcus Hayes and his family.
COURTESY



St. Augustine’s 
The Falcons travel to Lin-

coln (Pa.) this weekend to 
participate in the 
CIAA/PSAC Challenge. St. 
Aug’s matches up against 
Clarion University on No-
vember 8 and Kutztown 
University November 9. 
They head to Mount Olive 
next Wednesday before a 
10-day break. 

 
 

WOMEN 
N.C. Central 
Going to be a cold weekend, 

but the tennis team will be par-
ticipating in the two-day ECU Fall 
Invitational in Greenville. 

In volleyball, NCCU has lost 4 
of 5, but the team is still in sec-
ond place in the Southern Divi-
sion for a spot in the MEAC 
Tournament. Only the top four 
squads advance.  

Hmmm, because Florida A&M is 
ineligible to compete for a divi-
sion title or play in the tourney, 
that leaves South Carolina State 
in fourth place. The Bulldogs 
haven’t won a match. 

Anyway, the Eagles travel to 
SCSU November 10 before host-
ing FAMU and Bethune-Cookman 
next Friday and Saturday to close 
out the regular season. 

Cheerleader Ti’Eja Woodson 
was crowned Miss NCCU 2019-20 
Monday night. Woodson is a sen-
ior business major from Rich-
mond, Virginia. 

 
St. Augustine’s 
We hate to sound like a broken 

record – OK, we really don’t mind 
– but the Falcons have four more 
matches to earn one volleyball 
win after losing to Fayetteville 
State 3-0 Tuesday night. 

 
Shaw 
Volleyball is vying for another 

division title. Shaw remains in 
first place after a 3-0 sweep over 
Winston-Salem State Tuesday 
night with three matches remain-
ing.  

Senior Tyler Hunter recorded 
11 kills, six digs and two service 
aces. 

The Bears (13-1 CIAA, 8-1 
South) close out the season at 
home against Fayetteville State 
on Monday and St. Aug’s next 
Thursday. 

 
MEN 
St. Augustine’s 
Why are the Falcons playing a 

basketball game on the same day 
SAU and Shaw are playing a foot-
ball game? 

Yes, the basketball game starts 
at 4 p.m., but football games can 
run well past three hours. CC 
might understand if the tourney 
was on the Falcons campus, folks 
could just walk to the gym. But 
it’s at Shaw. 

 
Shaw 
At least men’s basketball isn’t 

playing on Saturday during the 
game. Their games are Friday 
and Sunday in the Shaw Classic. 
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Volleyball 
season 
winds 
down

Shaw has raised its game over the past three weeks.

Florida A&M University is 
one hot mess. 

First, the men’s basketball, 
men’s track & field, and golf 
programs were given post-
season bans this season for 
low APR scores. Not the first 
time, mind you. 

Then, in May, the NCAA 
cited the athletics depart-
ment for “a lack of institu-
tional control for failing to 
monitor its athletics pro-
grams between the 2010-11 

and 2016-17 
seasons. Not 
the first time 
again, mind 
you. 

According to 
the NCAA re-
port, FAMU im-
p r o p e r l y 
certified 93 stu-
dent-athletes on 
162 occur-
rences in 12 

sports. These student-ath-
letes failed to meet the re-
quired credit hours, didn’t 
complete the required per-
centage of their degree on 
time, didn’t meet GPA re-
quirements and/or failed to 
meet transfer requirements 
or exceptions. Whew! 

After some negotiating, the 
NCAA placed the university 
on a five-year probation, and 
FAMU instituted a self-im-
posed 2019-20 postseason 
ban for football, baseball, 
women’s basketball and vol-
leyball, in addition to the 
other sports listed above; a 
vacation of all records in 
which the student-athletes 
competed; a 10% reduction 
in scholarships for all sports 
except football, which re-
ceived a 5% reduction for this 
season and next; recruiting 
restrictions for the next two 
years; and a $5,000 fine plus 
percent of the total athletics 
budget. 

I’ve said it once, and I’ll say 
it again: why are nonreve-
nue-producing sports in vio-
lation of anything?! They 
aren’t producing any reve-
nue so the players ought to 
be going to class. 

It must be noted that these 
infractions occurred before 
the hiring of FAMU President 
Larry Robinson and athletics 
director John Eason in 2017, 
and several of the current 
coaching staff were not in-
volved either.  

But now, barely four 
months into the new fiscal 
year, the athletics depart-
ment is projecting a $2.4 mil-
lion budget deficit. 

For Alabama, that’s noth-
ing, but for an HBCU, it’s dis-
astrous.  

To cut expenses, the Rat-
tlers just eliminated men’s 
tennis and men’s cross-coun-
try, and reduced staff to try 
to trim $800,000 off the 
budget. 

Despite inheriting the 
mess, published reports said 
Eason tried to submit his 
letter of resignation to Rob-
inson but it was refused. 
Robinson has also reportedly 
said that the university has 
no intention of dropping to 
Division II. 

All of this turmoil is taking 
the shine and spotlight off 
the exciting season the foot-
ball team is having.  

The Rattlers are 8-1 overall, 
6-0 in the MEAC, and na-
tionally ranked. They’ve al-
ready defeated North 
Carolina A&T and South Car-
olina State. 

Redshirt senior quarter-
back Ryan Stanley was just 
added to the Walter Payton 
Award Watch List. The award 
honors the best offensive 
player in Division I-FCS.  

Stanley owns four career 
school passing records: com-
pletions (675), passing at-
tempts (1,117), passing 
yards (8,252) and touch-
downs (60). 

If FAMU was eligible for the 
Celebration Bowl, the MEAC 
would almost assuredly have 
two teams in the postseason. 
Two-time defending champ 
A&T is also nationally 
ranked, and the MEAC is eli-
gible for an at-large playoff 
berth. 

But since some folks keep 
getting hired in positions 
they have no business being 
in, the  student-athletes 
suffer. 

FAMU 
drama 
stains 
football 
team’s 
success

SHAW

St. Augustine’s, Shaw open 
season in the Shaw Classic

The CIAA Tournament has 
been named a 2019 Cham-
pion of Economic Impact in 
Sports Tourism by Sports 
Destination Management 
for the second straight year.  

The tourney brought in 
140,000 fans to Charlotte 
that generated a $43.7 mil-
lion economic impact, and 
$25.6 million in direct visi-
tor spending.  

The weeklong event ends 
its run in Charlotte this sea-
son. 

 
WOMEN 
N.C. Central   
The Eagles begin their 

season at home on No-
vember 12 against Win-
throp at 5 p.m. NCCU has 
three of its first five games 
at McDougald-McLendon 
Arena. The team is looking 
to better its 9-22 record of 
last season. 

 

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com

COLLEGE CORNER

DaVaughn Kelsie and the Bears are set to defend their Southern Division crown.
DONALD WATKINS

BONITTA 
BEST

Shaw in must-win 
game against rival

HBCU FOOTBALL

Needs help from Winston-Salem State
ney Gibbs, who rushed for 
133 yards and two touch-
downs. It was Gibbs third 
straight game of 100 or 
more yards. 

Shaw hasn’t won a divi-
sion title since 2010 under 
former coach Darrell As-
berry.  

“Our guys knew what was 
at stake,” Shaw Jones said 
on The Shaw Report. “All 
week long the guys were 
ready and focused to go.” 

After a major upset over 
Fayetteville State two weeks 
ago, the Falcons couldn’t 
sustain the momentum, 
dropping a 26-17 home-
coming defeat to Johnson 
C. Smith.  

St. Aug’s is seeking to 
better last season’s win 
total of two and to get re-
venge for last year’s 27-10 
loss to the Bears. 

The contest is Shaw’s 

The countdown is on! 
Bowie State has punched 

its ticket to the CIAA Foot-
ball Championship Game 
after demolishing Lincoln 
(Pa.) 65-20 last weekend. 
The Bulldogs close out the 
regular season against Eliz-
abeth City State for a 
chance to go undefeated in 
the regular season. 

Bowie has moved up to 
No. 13 in the latest AFCA 
Coaches Division II Poll and 
No. 3 in the NCAA Super Re-
gion Two Poll, along with 
Virginia State at No. 7, Vir-
ginia Union at No. 8, and 
the SIAC’s Albany State at 
No. 9 

Over in the MEAC, North 
Carolina A&T moved up two 
notches to No. 14 with Flor-
ida A&M not far behind at 
No. 16 in the STATS FCS 
Top 25 Poll. Both won last 

weekend. 
 
St. Aug’s (2-4 CIAA, 2-7) 

vs. Shaw (4-2 CIAA, 5-4) 
For the first time since the 

Raleigh Classic was born 
four seasons ago, one team 
has a chance to win the di-
vision. 

A Shaw win coupled with 
a Fayetteville State loss 
would give the Bears the 
title. If both teams win or 
both lose, the Broncos will 
return to their third consec-
utive championship game. 

The Bears had their most 
impressive showing in their 
shutout of Winston-Salem 
State last weekend since 
their double overtime vic-
tory over Chowan in Sep-
tember, and their first 
shutout under coach Adrian 
Jones. The loss knocked the 
Rams out of title conten-
tion. 

The Bears were led by 
freshman running back Sid-

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com

Please see SHAW/7A

HBCU BASKETBALL

Please see BASKETBALL/7A

The record book now says 
Oliver “Buddy” Pough is No. 1 on 
the South Carolina State all-time 
winning list for football with 130 
victories (after Bethune-Cook-
man win.) 

But the way Pough sees it, Wil-
lie Jeffries – his former coach and 
boss, mentor, adviser and friend 
– will always be the top dog, re-
gardless of what the numbers 
say. 

For Buddy 
Pough, 
coach 
Jeffries still 
top dog 

By Roscoe Nance 
MEAC SPORTS

Please see BUDDY/7A
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home game and will include Senior 
Day. 

“If you can’t get up for your rival 
game, you don’t belong on a football 
field. You need to go ahead, pack your 
stuff up and try a different profes-
sion,” Jones said. 

 
N.C. Central  (4-5 overall, 3-2 

MEAC) vs. Norfolk State (3-6, 2-3) 
Leading 7-0 at halftime against How-

ard, coach Trei Oliver said the coaches 
challenged the team to put some 
OOMPH in their performance.  

Not exactly the word he used, but 
whatever they said worked, as the 
Eagles outscored the Bison 21-6 in the 
second half for the win.  

Shaw in must-win game 
against rival Falcons

“It was just a mindset. They played 
sluggish in the first half, and we just 
challenged them to be more physical,” 
Oliver said. “They executed better in 
the second half.” 

The Eagles take on a dangerous 
Spartans team for homecoming, 
which has enough distractions of its 
own. 

The two teams have the No. 1 and 
No. 2 pass defenses in the conference. 
NCCU has a MEAC-best 14 intercep-
tions, the most by the team since 
2013, and is seeking its first three-
game win streak since October 2017. 
The game will be streamed on ESPN3. 

The Eagles remain home to host 
South Carolina State next Saturday at 
2 p.m. 

Continued from page 6A

“Nobody will ever 
pass coach Jeffries,” 
Pough said. “You know 
that. He’s so special to 
all of us, not only at 
South Carolina State, 
but all around the coun-
try. Everybody will al-
ways think of him when 
they think of South Car-
olina State football.” 

That’s not false mod-
esty on Pough’s part. 
Jeffries is beloved 
throughout college 
football and has earned 
a place in history. He 
became the first black 
coach to lead a Division 
I-A (now FBS) program 
when he became head 
coach at Wichita State in 
1979.  

He is enshrined in 
seven halls of fame (in-
cluding the MEAC Hall 
of Fame and the College 
Football Hall of Fame), 
and he guided the Bull-
dogs to six MEAC cham-
pionships while 
winning 128 games in 
two stints at the helm 
(1973-78 and 1989-
2001). 

Pough, 66, says he 
owes much of what he 
has accomplished as a 
coach to Jeffries.  

“I don’t know if he’s 
been more of a mentor 
or a father figure for 
me,” Pough said. “It’s 
been two-thirds of my 

Buddy Pough gives his 
mentor top billing

life that I’ve been asso-
ciated with him in some 
shape, form or fashion. 
There has not been a 
move that I made in my 
coaching career or a 
decision that I made 
that was real important 
that he hasn’t had a 
hand in.” 

The best advice Jef-
fries has given him? 
“You got to do it your 
way,” Pough said. “You 
got to be yourself. 
You’re going to take a 
lot of ideas from the 
people you played for 
or worked with or had 
some kind of associa-
tion with. But you got to 
do it the way you got to 
do it.” 

That advice held 
Pough in good stead re-
cently as the Bulldogs 
hit a rough patch while 
suffering through three 
consecutive losing sea-
sons. Calls for him to 
step down or be fired 
were rampant.  

There were reports 
that 2018 would be his 
last season, and Pough 
says he seriously con-
sidered calling it a ca-
reer last year. But his 
love for what he was 
doing, being so close to 
breaking Jeffries’ 
record and knowing 
what that would mean 
to those close to him 
led him to return. 

The Bulldogs’ strong 
finish in 2018 – they 
ended the season win-
ning four of their final 
five games – with a core 
group of young players 
made it a no-brainer for 
him. 

After the Bulldogs 
dominated Morgan 
State 24-10 to make him 
No. 1, team members 
lifted him on their 
shoulders and carried 
him several yards from 
the sidelines before he 
told them to put him 
down so he could shake 
hands with opposing 
first-year coach Tyrone 
Wheatley and accept his 
congratulations.  

Next, Pough and the 
Bulldogs headed to the 
band section of Willie 
Jeffries Field, where the 
Marching 101 played 
the alma mater.  

Finally, Pough made 
his way to midfield, 
where a stage was set 
up and Jeffries and 
school officials pre-
sented him with the 
game ball and a plaque. 

He was clearly 
touched by the moment 
and the show of affec-
tion, but, for the record, 
he said, “It’s kind of a 
non-issue sort of deal 
with us. It was a bigger 
deal for my friends and 
that kind of stuff.” 

  

Continued from page 6A

S.C. State coach Buddy Pough still reveres his mentor Willie Jeffries.
SCSU

Like many a sports histo-
rian, Victoria Jackson has 
opinions. She’s praised the 
U.S. Women’s National 
Team’s fight for equal pay 
through a federal lawsuit; 
written in support of Colin 
Kaepernick and athlete ac-
tivism; and likened the 
NCAA concept of amateur-
ism to 21st-century Jim 
Crow. 

Unlike many a sports his-
torian, she’s also a former 
NCAA champion and pro-
fessional runner, whose di-
rect experience as a 
student-athlete at North 
Carolina and Arizona State 
has added to years of re-
search in the realm of big-
time college sports. 

In other words: when 
Jackson writes a new col-
umn for the Washington 
Post or Los Angeles Times, 
appears on a podcast or 
launches into a thread on 
her aptly named Twitter 
account, @HistoryRunner, 
people listen. Over the last 
two years, she’s quickly 
made a name for herself 
among hundreds as a 
“public intellectual,” as her 
colleague Brooks Simpson, 
an ASU Foundation profes-
sor of history, put it. 
Healthy or not, Jackson 
joked, she’s thinking about 
and engaging with the is-
sues at hand every day. 

Her confidence to make 
such arguments, she said, 
stems from a combination 
of her own athletic career 
plus a pure, unadulterated 
love of history and the ar-
chival research that comes 
with it. But the Jackson of 
now isn’t the Jackson of 
old. In Chapel Hill and 
Tempe, Arizona, alike, she 
can cite turning points on 
a journey of awareness 
that led her to a major re-
alization: her picture-per-

fect stint as a student-ath-
lete was rooted in her priv-
ilege. And now, as a clinical 
assistant professor at ASU, 
she’s working eventually to 
create a system where ev-
eryone in college athletics 
gets that experience. “The 
way it’s supposed to work 
shouldn’t be the exception 
to the rule,” she said. “It 
should be the rule.” 

It’s been 20 years since 
Jackson first stepped onto 
UNC’s campus. As a non-
revenue athlete, she got the 
ideal experience: practicing 
no more than 20 hours a 
week, running for an aca-
demically supportive 
coach and having enough 
time for coursework. But 
she’s since argued those 
perks came at the educa-
tional detriment of others. 
This is where her 21st-cen-
tury Jim Crow argument 
comes in. In a 2018 L.A. 
Times op-ed, she leaned on 
facts to explain it. 

To begin: the majority of 
men’s basketball and foot-
ball athletes, especially at 
Power Five schools, are 
black. Men’s basketball and 
football teams generate the 
most revenue for their 
schools’ athletic depart-
ments, but those teams’ 
athletes graduate at a lower 
rate than all athletes, all 
black males and all stu-
dents at their universities. 
And, given the NCAA’s am-
ateurism policy, they get 
none of the profit they pro-
duce. 

In comparison, the ma-
jority of Olympic sport ath-
letes, on teams such as 
lacrosse, tennis, field 
hockey and cross 
country/track and field, are 
white. And Jackson, going 
off her personal experi-
ence, argued those athletes 
often have more relaxed 
practice and travel sched-
ules — which free up time 

for academics and the 
chance to “go pro” in 
something other than their 
sport. Graduation rates, 
again, support that. “Unlike 
college athletes who bring 
in revenue, nonrevenue 
athletes get to earn quality 
degrees,” she wrote. “We 
are the beneficiaries of col-
lege athletics. Meanwhile, 
the professionalism re-
quired of big-time college 
football and basketball ath-
letes leaves no time for the 
“student” part of the stu-
dent-athlete equation.” 

In an interview, she noted 
the “egregious case of ath-
letic-academic fraud” tak-
ing place throughout her 
UNC career as another indi-
cator that revenue athletes’ 
education isn’t valued as 
much as their on-field tal-
ent. That, she wrote, “con-
tributes to the 
undervaluing of black lives 
in American society and 
our institutions.” 

“I can actually point to 
athletes who were prom-
ised what I got, paid for 
what I got but then didn’t 
get the educational experi-
ence I enjoyed,” Jackson 
said. 

Given all the student-ath-
lete struggles of recent — 
an offensive lineman de-
nied immediate eligibility 
when he transferred to be 
closer to his sick mother; a 
kicker ruled ineligible for 
monetizing videos on his 
personal YouTube channel; 
and another every month, 
it seems — Jackson re-
mains cognizant that hers 
was truly the exact oppo-
site. 

“I’ve just been so for-
tunate,” she said. “And 
again, I feel a responsibility 
to work so other athletes 
don’t experience the horror 
stories we hear about so 
often.” 

 

A name to know in the  
debate of collegiate 
sports reform

By Chapel Fowler  
UNC MEDIA HUB 

Shaw 
The Bears have a longer layoff. Shaw doesn’t play its first game until November 

16 against Meredith College at 2 p.m. 
 
MEN 
N.C. Central   
The Eagles kick off their season this weekend at Stephen F. Austin, but home fans 

will get an early look at the team Monday night against USC Upstate at 7 p.m. as 
part of the 2019 Global Sports Shootout. Then it’s off to Akron, Ohio, to take on 
University of Akron next Friday. 

 
St. Augustine’s 
The Falcons will participate in the Shaw Classic November 9-10. SAU plays Frost-

burg State Saturday at 4 p.m., and Mansfield University Sunday at 2 p.m. 
 
Shaw 
The Bears open their Classic on November 8 against Frostburg State. They skip 

Saturday and return to the hardcourt on Sunday at 4 p.m. against West Liberty. 

Basketball season kicks off
Continued from page 6A

Victoria Jackson
NATHAN KLIMA
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SORORITY NEWS

RALEIGH – State Elections 
Director Karen Brinson Bell 
approved 49 additional 
types of student and em-
ployee photo identification 
for use in the 2020 elec-
tions. 

The newly approved IDs 
join more than 80 student, 
employee or tribal IDs pre-
viously approved for use in 
North Carolina elections. 
Beginning in 2020, voters 
in North Carolina will be 
asked to present photo 
identification to vote, 
though certain exceptions 
apply. Voter ID is not re-
quired in 2019 elections. 

 State law requires the 
State Board to confirm that 
an institution’s identifica-
tion card meets certain re-
quirements before it can be 
used to vote in North Car-
olina. Three IDs submitted 
to the State Board were not 
approved. Applications 
from the City of Gastonia 
and Saint Andrews Univer-
sity were submitted after 
the deadline. The Town of 

Drexel’s request was de-
nied because the applica-
tion remained incomplete 
after several attempts by 
State Board staff to contact 
the town. 

Institutions that sub-
mitted applications during 
the initial approval phase 
in early 2019 but had their 
IDs denied have until No-
vember 15 to submit a re-
vised application. The 
State Board will announce 
which of those applica-
tions are approved by De-
cember 1.  

“As of today, more than 
130 IDs are approved for 
voting purposes in 2020, 
and we expect additional 
IDs to be approved later 
this month,” Brinson Bell 
said. “Voters who do not 
have an acceptable ID can 
get one for free at their 
county board of elections.” 

The State Board worked 
with N.C. Community Col-
leges, the University of 
North Carolina System, the 
N.C. Association of Inde-
pendent Colleges and Uni-

versities, the N.C. Depart-
ment of Instruction, the 
N.C. Association of County 
Commissioners, the N.C. 
League of Municipalities, 
the N.C. City and County 
Management Association 
and other groups to ensure 
their members were aware 
of deadlines and details of 
the approval process. State 
Board staff also sent re-
minders and conducted in-
formational webinars 
about the process. 

Meanwhile, all North Car-
olina households will soon 
receive mailings with infor-
mation about the new 
voter ID requirement. State 
law requires the State 
Board of Elections to send 
four educational mailings 
about voter ID – two in 
2019 and two in 2020. 
After the municipal elec-
tions are completed, the 
State Board office will roll 
out a training series for 
county officials and poll 
workers to prepare them 
for the voter ID require-
ment.

Additional IDs approved for 
voting in North Carolina

STAFF REPORTS

SCHOOL NEWS

DURHAM COUNTY 
Six years in a row of 100 

percent graduation rates 
and being given an “A” per-
formance grade from the 
state — plus continuous 
double-digit growth — are 
just some of the reasons 
City of Medicine Academy 
Principal Jackie Tobias was 
named the 2020 Durham 
Public Schools Principal of 
the Year. 

Previously a finalist for 
the 2019 award, Tobias has 
almost 30 years as an edu-
cator, nine spent as a prin-
cipal. Encouraging her 
students to succeed is very 
personal.   

As a student, Tobias 
hated high school, never 
expected to succeed, and 
was unmotivated and apa-
thetic.  Her high school 
counselor “saw something 
in her” and helped her 
apply to college, putting 
her on her way to finding 
her calling as an educator. 

“I represent all the chil-
dren who believe they can-

not do or achieve because 
no one believes in them,” 
she said. “I am driven to 
become an expert in help-
ing children succeed and 
to put structures in place 
so teachers are equipped 
to assist students like my-
self, who no one thought 
would succeed.” 

“Principal Tobias is a 
consummate professional, 
an inspiration to her stu-
dents and staff, and a vi-
sionary who never settles 
for ‘good’ when ‘better’ is 
just ahead,” DPS Superin-
tendent Pascal Mubenga 
said. “She has high expec-
tations and meets them 
consistently.” 

At CMA, Tobias makes 
sure that having high ex-
pectations is the cultural 
norm. She expects her 
teachers to teach and her 
students to perform at 
high levels. As a predomi-
nantly minority and female 
school, Tobias works hard 
to confront hidden biases 
so every student is em-

powered to take on chal-
lenging classes.  

And it has paid off. CMA 
has been in North Caro-
lina’s top 5 percent in year-
to-year academic growth 
for the last three years and 
the highest growth for DPS 
high schools for the past 
four years. Tobias concen-
trates on improving equity 
as well, ranking fifth and 
second in North Carolina in 
academic growth for black 
and Hispanic students, re-
spectively. 

CMA’s theme for this 
school year is “Education is 
personal at CMA.” Tobias 
emulates this by striving to 
meet the personal, aca-
demic and performance 
goals for all her students 
and staff. 

The other finalists for the 
award were principals 
Sheldon Lanier, Brogden 
Middle; James Hopkins, 
Lakewood Elementary; and 
Gloria Woods-Weeks, J.D. 
Clement Early College 
High. 

COURTESY

DELTA SIGMA THETA 
The Durham Alumnae 

Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority has em-
braced growth, transfor-
mation, and has 
reciprocated its positive ef-
fects on the community 
and South Atlantic region 
during the biennium. Being 
named chapter of the year 
is a huge accomplishment 
and well-deserved rec-
ognition for this chapter.  

Some of the many things 
the chapter accomplished 
within this biennium: 

• In October 2018, it 
hosted the South Atlantic 
Region Pride in our Her-
itage Tour.  This tour was 
an artistic fusion of jazz, 
poetry and intriguing con-
versation with Johnetta B. 
Cole and Keisha Knight 
Pulliam.   

•DAC recognized the 
need to assist the 
Alzheimer's Association by 
supporting their efforts to 
raise funds for research 
and improving health care 
for the ever-growing aging 
and dementia population.  
DAC held a gala to support 
the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion and raised over $3,500 
to donate to the cause. 

• Women’s Health 
Awareness Day on April 6, 
2019, was record-breaking, 
attracting over 1,000 at-
tendees to 33 education 

sessions,15 different 
health screenings, and 
more than 45 exhibitor 
health resource booths. 

• The annual Holiday 
Shopper Bazaar to support 
black- and minority-owned 
businesses was one of the 
most successful economic 
development initiatives yet 
(125 shoppers and 20 busi-
nesses). This committee 
also expanded program-
ming to include more com-
prehensive financial 
planning and debt reduc-
tion programming. 

• The annual College 
Night for youth in the com-
munity provided ad-
ditional educational 
development opportuni-
ties — introducing new 
topics (financial manage-
ment, mental health and 
dressing for success) for 
the attendees.  

• DAC was intentional 
about growing our global 
reach by providing 
supplies and assistance to 
people in Ethiopia and 
Haiti ,just to name a few. 

• Through voter registra-
tion efforts and participa-
tion in state and national 
legislative days, DAC suc-
cessfully grew its social ac-
tion impact. 

• DAC service and phi-
lanthropy efforts grew tre-
mendously; donating over 
250 professional items to 

assist un/underemployed 
women, over 500 toiletry 
and personal items to local 
entities, and over 200 
handmade Valentine’s Day 
cards to residents of local 
convalescent centers, just 
to highlight a few initia-
tives. 

• Additional growth in-
cluded Project 13 program-
ming (strategic 
partnerships) and contrib-
utions of over $5,000 to 
eight partners (i.e. St. Jude 
Children Research, Go Red 
for Women, Breast Cancer 
African American - Sisters 
Network, Inc.), providing 
additional student scholar-
ships (over $50,000 dis-
tributed), and more. 

• One of DAC’s proudest 
moments was after 11 
years, welcoming 66 new 
members to continue our 
growth, community out-
reach and carry on the 
great legacy of the Durham 
Alumnae Chapter for many 
years to come. 

Chapter member Kathy 
Fails was recognized as the 
South Atlantic Region Soror 
of the Year.  

This honor is awarded to 
a sorority member based 
on her Delta leadership 
and involvement and com-
munity leadership and in-
volvement.  

 

Durham Alumnae Chapter of DST members who attended the Fall State meet-
ing. 

 The Visit by Michael Platt. 
COURTESY

1619 Collective  
Memory(ies) Symposium

After juggling work, 
school, extracurricular ac-
tivities, homework and 
preparing dinner, getting 
back into a weeknight rou-
tine may feel impossible.  

With Smithfield Mari-
nated Fresh Pork in your 
fridge, you can cut down 
on meal prep and add 
quality time back into your 
day. Perfectly seasoned 
with ingredients like Ap-
plewood Smoked Bacon 
and Steakhouse season-
ings,  just sauté or roast 
and you can have a deli-
cious meal ready in 30 mi-
nutes or less any night of 
the week.  

Consider this quick, fla-
vor-filled recipe for 
Smoked Bacon Pork Alf-
redo that everyone will 
enjoy. Find more time-sav-
ing meal ideas at Smith-
fieldRealFlavorRealFast.co
m. 

 
Smoked Bacon  
Pork Alfredo 
Prep time: 8 minutes 
Cook time: 22 minutes 
Servings: 6-8 
 
1 Smithfield Applewood 

Smoked Bacon Topped 
Pork Loin Filet 

3 tablespoons olive oil, 
divided 

1 pound dry penne pasta 

1 package (8 ounces) 
sliced fresh mushrooms 

Salt, to taste, divided 
2 jars (15 ounces each) 

Alfredo sauce 
Pepper, to taste 
1/4 cup finely chopped 

green onion 
Grated Parmesan cheese 

(optional) 
 
Cut pork loin filet into 

1/2-inch thick slices, then 
into 1/4-inch wide strips. 
Bacon will fall off, but re-
serve for later. Working in 
two batches, in large skillet 
over medium-high heat, 
heat 1 tablespoon oil. Stir 
fry half the pork and bacon 
pieces 7-8 minutes until 
well browned. Set aside on 

separate plate; repeat with 
1 tablespoon oil and re-
maining pork and bacon. 

Cook pasta according to 
package directions. In skil-
let over medium-high heat, 
heat remaining oil; add 
mushrooms and sprinkle 
lightly with salt to taste. 
Cook 3 minutes or until 
tender, stirring occa-
sionally. 

Drain pasta and return to 
pot; stir in pork and bacon, 
mushrooms and Alfredo 
sauce. Stir over medium 
heat, about 4 minutes, 
until heated through. Sea-
son with salt and pepper, 
to taste. Sprinkle with 
green onions and Parme-
san cheese, if desired. 

Get back into the swing of 
dinnertime fun

FAMILY FEATURES

RECIPE OF THE WEEK

The UNC Stone Center will host the 1619 Collective Memory(ies) Symposium 
on November 11 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. This one-day symposium will bring to-
gether “conversants” from communities thrown together as a result of the Trans-
atlantic Slave Trade.  

Representatives from Native/Indigenous American, African American, African, 
European and white American (descendant) communities will offer their unique 
insights and reflections on the 400th year since the eventful moment in 1619 
when those enslaved Africans arrived at Point Comfort near the English settle-
ment at Jamestown, in what is now Virginia. 

The event will feature two keynotes (morning and afternoon) that will serve as 
the foundation for the conversations that will take place between invited guests 
and the audience. A libation ceremony will take place following closing remarks. 
Breakfast and lunch is included. The symposium is free and open to the public. 
RSVPs are encouraged but not required.  


