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RALEIGH – Disgruntled by low voter turnout and disappointed 
by the outcome of Raleigh’s October 8 municipal elections, a 
contingent of community advocates said their growing dismay 
over the state of the city, especially its southeast corridor, must 
now direct the charge of the city’s new and returning leaders. 

After spearheading door-to-door and social media Get Out the 
Vote campaigns, Diana Powell of the community advocacy or-
ganization Justice Served NC, Inc., said she is discouraged by 
the 13 percent voter turnout reported by the state Board of Elec-
tions.  

“That is sad,” said Powell during a post-election press confer-
ence she called last week at the Martin Luther King Memorial 
Park in Southeast Raleigh. “There are no big Is and little yous; 
it’s everybody’s responsibility to know voting is important.”  

Powell  suspects voters in the “black, brown and poor com-
munity” are “stuck in the struggle,” more concerned about ev-
eryday survival than casting ballots. “Even those we reached 
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DURHAM – T-shirts, art-
work, botanical herbal bath 
teas, luxurious body scrubs, 
makeup, and custom wigs. 
You could find it all last 
weekend at the Young Entre-
preneurs’ Expo at the Hayti 
Heritage Center. 

San Griffin, director of Pa-
tricia Taborn Modeling and 
Talent Agency Inc., has held 
the expo for six years. “We 
continue to see the need to 
plant seeds in our youth and 
giving them a platform to 
dream. We look at this as a 
fuel station where youth can 
come with their goals, 
dreams, aspirations, and we 
like to fuel them up,” Griffin 
said. 

“We teach them that they 
can have a capitalistic mind-
set and be a producer, not 
just a consumer but a pro-
ducer. I think an event like 
this helps them to stay on 
that path as a young entre-
preneur.” 

Nakisha Midder, who 
helped to emcee the pro-
gram, highlighted Durham’s 
notable history as Black Wall 
Street. 

“African American busi-
nesses lined Parish Street up 
to the Hayti area, where we 
are standing today. Durham 
has a rich legacy of entrepre-
neurship, so this is not new 
what we’re doing here today. 
We’re just bringing it back 
and putting a more intense 
focus on it,” she said. 

More than 15 young entre-
preneurs showcased their 
products and services. There 
was also a business pitch 
competition, fashion show, 
and entertainment.  

Akilan Kimmons, 17, who 
makes soap and skin care 
products for people with dry 
and sensitive skin, said par-
ticipating is a great opportu-
nity for youth her age. 

“There are a lot of people 
with great ideas that some-
time don’t have the courage 
or the support or the re-
sources to utilize those 
ideas,” she said. 

Shamari Haskins, 14, who 
does hair braiding and sells 
custom wigs, said kids who 
want to have their own busi-
ness should get started early. 

“I think it’s important to 
have my own business, so 
that by the time that I am 
looking for a job, I can al-
ready be set, so I won’t have 
to worry about knowing how 
I’m going to work, how I’m 
going to be able to be suc-
cessful. I’m already getting 
started on that path right 
now,” she said. 

Londyn Snipes, 8, owner of 
Sugawerks, makes scented 
sugar scrubs and T-shirts. A 
savvy young entrepreneur, 
she has her eye on the bot-
tom line. 

“I started my business be-
cause I wanted to make my 
own money. I wanted to ex-
plore what it’s like to make 
my own money and have a 
shop of mine.” Londyn said. 
“My aunt helped me with the 
shirts, and my mom helped 

Leonardo Williams, a 
former educator and two-
time Durham teacher of 
the year, believes the su-
perintendent’s race will be 
the most important state-
wide race on the ballot in 
2020.  

As the owner of a new 
restaurant, Williams surely 
had other things to do on a 
recent Saturday.  But there 
he was, taking notes and 
listening closely to six 
state superintendent can-
didates who want to re-
place Mark Johnson in the 
November 2020 general 
election. For the record, 
Johnson has not an-
nounced whether he will 
seek re-election.  

Williams said the winner 
of the election will be 
charged with the impor-
tant work of slowing what 
he sees as an attempt by 
the Republican-led General 
Assembly to privatize pub-
lic schools.  

It’s a sentiment shared 
by school choice critics ac-
ross the state, including 
most of the six individuals 
currently running for state 
superintendent.      

“The person who will be-
come state superintendent 
has to stop the momentum 
of what’s happening,” Wil-
liams said. “I know that’s 
become a buzz phrase, the 
privatization of public 
education, but whenever 
you have public money 
going to private use with-
out public accountability, 
you can’t control what’s 
happening.”  

Williams was one of the 
two dozen-plus people 
who attended the candi-
dates forum sponsored by 
the N.C. Caucus of Black 
School Board Members and 
moderated by Keith 
Poston, president and ex-
ecutive director of the Pub-
lic School Forum of North 
Carolina.  

The six candidates are:  
• Educational consultant 

and former teacher Amy 
Jablonski of Raleigh  

• Charlotte educator and 
activist Constance Lav 
Johnson  

• Wake County school 
board member Keith Sut-
ton  

• Michael Maher, N.C. 
State assistant dean for 
professional education 
and accreditation at the 
College of Education  

• James Barrett, a Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro school board 
member  

• Jen Mangrum, a UNC 
Greensboro clinical associ-
ate professor in the School 
of Education  

The panel shared views 
on equity, race, school dis-
cipline and school choice, 
all of which are important 
to the NCCBSB. The organ-
ization was founded in 
2000 by black school 
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video posted online Thursday, 
Alston, who is black, again de-
nounced the students’ actions, 
and announced the school will 
begin “engaging the com-
munity, families and students 
in meaningful dialogue around 
race relations,” he said. “While 
these conversations may be 
difficult, these conversations 
are much needed in our com-
munity to repair after this inci-
dent.” 

Cenayia said a friend first 
told her September 25 about 
the racist content in a group 
chat between two of their 
classmates and five students 
at Johnston County’s Corinth 
Holders High School. To gain 
access to the group chat, Ce-
nayia changed her avatar to a 
white female and asked the 
friend informing her to add 

East Wake student, supporters 
speak out over racist chats

RALEIGH – The parents of an 
East Wake High School fresh-
man want school officials to 
take firm action against stu-
dents who made racist, threat-
ening remarks with their 
Johnston County peers in an 
all-white group chat their 
daughter uncovered and re-
ported in late September. 

Community advocate Kerwin 
Pittman led 14-year-old Ce-
nayia Pope Edwards and her 
parents Corderro and Cecelia 
Edwards at a press conference 
last week at the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Memorial Park to dis-
cuss the matter and respond 
to school officials, who they 
say were slow to respond to 
their concerns and have failed 
to take disciplinary action. 

In the group chat, “racial 
rhetoric, and threats against 
and towards black people and 
black babies, was thrown 
around like the 1950s,” said 
Pittman, executive director of 
the Recidivism Reduction Edu-
cation Program Services. “It’s 
extremely egregious and trou-
bling that the language of kill-
ing black babies and shooting 
black people from students is 
not taken seriously (by) school 
administration.” 

Failure to discipline the stu-
dents “is validation it is OK,” 
Pittman said. 

On Tuesday, East Wake prin-
cipal Stacy Alston sent a mes-
sage to parents, saying he does 
not condone the statements 
made in the group chat. In a 

her to the group chat “because 
I wanted proof for myself,” Ce-
nayia said.  

Once added, Cenayia saw 
chats threatening to “Kill 
n****r babies,” and other crude 
remarks such as “pick that cot-
ton you black son of a 
b**ch,``''we don’t like n****rs 
in our chat,” and “pulling 
triggers and shooting n****rs,” 
Cecelia Edwards said. Some ex-
changes happened at school, 
evidenced by another state-
ment that “the teacher is get-
ting mad,” she noted.  

Once exposed, rather than 
the students being repri-
manded with rules outlined in 
the Wake County Public 
Schools System’s Student/Par-
ent Handbook, the Edwards’ 
were told days later “it was 
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A dedication of the United States Courthouse in honor of John Hervey Wheeler, an African 
American businessman, civil rights leader, educator, and Durham resident was held Tues-
day in Durham.
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Cenayia Pope Edwards, 13, with her parents and supporters.



didn’t come out to vote,” 
she said. 

Initially, the group vowed 
to gear up to help Charles 
Francis rebound to victory 
in a much-anticipated run-
off election against Mary-
Ann Baldwin, who won 
with 38 percent of the vote 
compared to Francis’ 31 
percent.  

Three  days after the 
election, however, Francis 
announced his decision via 
social media to not call for 
a runoff.  

“From this campaign's in-
ception through the even-
ing of October 8, I fully 
expected to finish first,” he 
wrote. “However, that did-
n't happen. After reviewing 
the results and analyzing a 
runoff race, I have con-
cluded that the path to a 
runoff victory to reconnect 
with my voters and reach 
other voters concerned 
about our city would re-
quire an additional several 
hundred thousand dollars 
— more resources than 
available for an election 
just three weeks away.” 

It was Francis’ second bid 
to become Raleigh’s 
mayor. He said he remains 
committed to doing the 
work to “build a Raleigh for 
All”  as a lawyer, bank di-
rector, entrepreneur and 
community servant. 

The group also criticized 

Raleigh advocates decry 
low voter turnout

District C incumbent Corey 
Branch, who won over-
whelmingly with slightly 
more than 63 percent of 
the vote, contending 
Branch’s victory was not at 
the hands of the black 
voters he represents.  

Instead, Powell said, 
Branch’s name recognition, 
campaign financing and 
“fraternity associations,” 
not his effectiveness from 
his seat on city council, 
won the race.  

“It has caused so much 
division,” Powell said of 
Branch’s leadership. “I am 
pleading with Corey 
Branch to stop it; just stop 
it. It’s time for us to come 
together. If you’re not 
standing with us, all we 
know is you’re standing 
against us.” 

Community advocate 
Dwight Spencer said he 
will hold Branch account-
able and expects to see the 
District C representative 
command his role in lob-
bying commercial devel-
opment to the area.  

“Here, we are 20 to 30 
years behind the growth of 
this city,” Spencer said. 
“It’s time now to wake up” 

Branch spent much of 
the campaign trail defend-
ing his record on the city 
council and as mayor pro 
tem on affordable housing 
and transit initiatives, as 
well as highlighting 

monthly community meet-
ings in the district and his 
push for youth devel-
opment.  

Since the election, Branch 
also has pointed to a need 
for unity in order to tackle 
the tough issues the dis-
trict faces. 

Voter apathy is wide-
spread, making  it tough to 
combat, said Joshua 
Bishop El, chairman of the 
Justice Served board and a 
tribal leader of the Moor 
Science Temple of Amer-
ica. 

“A lot of our people don’t 
believe in the vote,” said 
Bishop, 27, who led active 
GOTV efforts. “They feel 
the election has nothing to 
do with our community” 
because the area still lacks 
in economic growth and 
empowerment. “Our city 
officials have failed us.” 

Shay Bethea agreed the 
next task is to hold city of-
ficials accountable, espe-
cially, she said, as 
developers take advantage 
of incentives to build in the 
area but ignore the needs 
of the community.  

“Our city is suffering, 
particularly the Southeast 
Raleigh corridor,” she said. 
“How can it be healed if a 
part of the city is hemor-
rhaging? We are the invisi-
ble people,” Bethea said. 
“We want them to see us.” 

 

Continued from page 1A

LORI WIGGINS

Diana Powell of Justice Served NC speaks at a press conference.
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board members from ac-
ross North Carolina to en-
sure African American 
communities are informed 
about educational policies 
and practices that affect 
students of color.  

Panelists agreed there is 
much work to do to help 
black students overcome 
the impact that race and 
poverty have on their aca-
demic progress. Black stu-
dents in North Carolina fall 
at or near the bottom of 
nearly every statistical in-
dicator of academic suc-
cess. And they are 
suspended and expelled at 
much higher rates than 
their white peers.    

When asked to share his 
views about race and edu-
cation, Sutton, the current 
NCCBSB president, wasted 
little time attacking the 
leadership in the General 
Assembly, which he 
contends refuses to ac-
knowledge the impact race 
and poverty have on stu-
dent success.  

“The problem with that 
is, if you don’t see race and 

Superintendent candidates 
focus on racial equity 

poverty as part of the 
problem, then guess what, 
you won’t see race and 
poverty as part of the solu-
tion,” Sutton said. He noted 
that nearly all of the 
schools that received a ‘D’ 
or ‘F’ grade on the most re-
cent state accountability 
report are located in poor 
and minority communities.  

Mangrum said it’s impor-
tant for teachers to set high 
expectations for children 
of color. “The biggest prob-
lem is expectations, and 
teachers teach down, [leav-
ing students they] feel 
can’t do better or won’t do 
better,” Mangrum said. 
“The key to it is having rig-
orous instruction that’s in-
tegrated across all classes 
their entire K-12 experi-
ence.”  

Maher said he’s learned 
from his work at N.C. State 
that it’s important to have 
teachers of color in class-
rooms. “We have to begin 
thinking about what kind 
of policies we can put in 
place to both attract and 
retain teachers or color, 
and especially how we 

keep them,” Maher said.  
Barrett said policy 

makers must operate with 
a racial lens to combat dis-
parities.  

“We can’t declare our-
selves great; people like to 
say Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
[City Schools] is the best in 
state, no, it’s not, it can’t be 
because we’re not serving 
our black and brown stu-
dents very well,” he said.  

Jablonski said children of 
color are harmed by pol-
icies, instructional prac-
tices and curricula that 
“marginalize the most 
fragile populations” in 
schools. “We don’t advo-
cate or highlight the 
strengths [of our students], 
we come at it from a deficit 
perspective,” Jablonski 
said.    

She noted that students 
who miss the most school 
have the biggest gaps in 
mathematics. “That’s our 
students of color because 
when they’re out of school 
for being suspended or 
being absent, they miss 
[assignments],” she con-
tinued. 

Continued from page 1A
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me with the sugar scrubs, 
so we combined the two 
things that I really like – 
sugar and beauty pro-
ducts. We started out mak-
ing sugar scrubs at first 
and then we made shirts.” 

Ayanna Mosley is not 
only business-minded, 
she’s also civic-minded. 
She donates some of the 
proceeds from the sale of 
her bracelets to charitable 
organizations. 

“Exquisite Creations is 
very detailed bracelets, 
and it’s meant to bring 
awareness to other causes 
such as Alzheimer's and 
special needs. I wanted to 
do this because I thought it 
would be a great platform 
to bring awareness to 
causes that matter to me,” 
she said. 

Nadirah Liggans, 11, and 
brother, Idirs, 9, are also in 
business to support a 
greater cause. “I sell paint-
ings and prints. My busi-
ness is important to me 
because I’ll raise money to 
help save turtles because 
people put plastic in the 
ocean,” she said. 

The business pitch com-
petition was based on 
content and delivery. Car-
niya Blake, 15, owner of 
Velvet Shine Cosmetics, 
won first place, taking 
home $500. Sixteen-year-
old music producer Ta-
shaun Saunders, of King 
Shaun Productions, won 
second place, and aspiring 
author Steve Murrell won 
third place for his chil-
dren’s book.  

Durham County Com-
missioner Brenda Hower-
ton and Durham City 
Councilman Charlie Reese 
encouraged the youth to 
pursue their dreams. They 
lauded them for forging 
their own way. 

“At this age, to start a 
business, that is awesome. 
You need to give your-
selves a hand. You’re say-
ing ‘I’m going to choose 
my path. I’m not going to 
wait for someone to tell me 
what I can and cannot do.  
I’m going to choose my 
path now,’” Howerton said. 

“I wish you all the luck in 
the world and that you 
keep doing this, so when 
you are an adult, you won’t 
have to ask somebody to 
give you a job; you already 
had a preview.” 

Added Reece: “Being an 
entrepreneur, I can tell you 
from experience from 
being with my wife, is in-
credibly rewarding, and if 
that is the dream that you 
have, that’s the drive that 
you have, I want to make 

Expo fuels young  
entrepreneurs

sure that we do everything 
in the city of Durham to 
make that possible for 
you.” 

Erim Akpan was a fresh-

man at N.C. Central when 
she first participated in the 
expo six years ago. Akpan 
now volunteers with the 
group.  

Continued from page 1A
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Steve Murrell, left, Carniya Blake, and Tashaun 
Saunders are the winners of the Young Entrepre-
neurs’ Expo pitch competition. 
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deemed not to be a threat, 
no imminent danger ex-
isted and no disciplinary 
action would be taken,” 
Cecelia Edwards said. In 
fact, she said she found 
the handbook does outline 
disciplinary actions for 
various infractions, in-
cluding “threatening com-
munication...that places a 
student in actual or rea-
sonable fear,” she said. 
The handbook also urges 
students and parents who 
perceive discrimination to 
report it to school admin-
istrators, she said. 

According to reports, 
school officials at Corinth 
Holders investigated the 
incident and “issued con-
sequences.” 

The Edwards said they 
are concerned about the 
safety of their daughter 
and other African Ameri-
can students, and have 
taken precautions at their 
home after one of the stu-
dents involved in the 
group chat came to the Ed-
wards’ home with a par-
ent. Although they 
assured they “came in 
peace,” Cecelia Edwards 
said the lack of firm action 
left her daughter and her 
home vulnerable. “We do 
blame the school,” she 
said. “This incident leaves 
us in fear because the inci-
dent has not been re-
solved.” 

Cenayia said she, too, ex-
pected her school to re-
spond strong and swift. “I 

East Wake student speaks 
out over racist chats

believed in my school to 
take the right actions to-
ward this, but it was ev-
ident that they did not,” 
she said. “This situation 
has definitely hurt me and 
opened my eyes to a lot of 
things, but is hasn’t 
broke(n) me or made me 
develop any kind of ha-
tred towards Caucasians.” 
She said she forgave one 
of the students “but made 
it clear that I wouldn’t for-
get nor could we be 
friends.” 

“I am thankful for all the 
support,” she added, 
flanked by her parents, 
Pittman and about a dozen 
other supporters. “I am 
shocked that it is 2019 
and we’re still doing this. I 
just want equality and for 
my life  to matter.” 

In addition to asking the 
students be suspended 
and, perhaps, receive 
counseling, Pittman said, 
the Edwards and their sup-
porters also demand: 

• Principal Alston be 
held accountable for his 
inaction 

• Effective policies 
crafted by the Wake 
County Public School Sys-
tem and administrators to 
discipline students who 
threaten violence against 
others or engage in racial 
discrimination and hate 
speech. 

• Better training for 
school administrators and 
staff in racial equity and 
identifying students who 
exhibit any form of racist 
propaganda.  

Community advocate 
Geraldine Alshamy said 
she plans to address the 
incident with the school 
board as a member of the 
Community Equity Lead-
ership Team, an extension 
of the Office of Equity Af-
fairs. “This incident is just 
more exposure of the 
many, many injustices 
going on in Wake County,” 
she said. “It’s time for us 
to speak up.” 

Gerrick Brenner at-
tended the press confer-
ence after hearing about 
the incident. “The racism 
is indisputable and it’s 
outrageous,” said Brenner, 
executive director of Pro-
gress NC, applauding both 
Cenayia for bringing atten-
tion to the incident and 
her parents “guiding all of 
us to think about it.”  

From the community 
viewpoint, Brenner said, it 
appears the school’s re-
sponse was lacking leader-
ship and authority. “They 
need to do better on this,” 
he said. 

Cenayia’s father, Cord-
erro Edwards said, in ad-
dition to making it clear 
that what has happened is 
“not OK,” he also supports 
his daughter’s decision to 
stand up and speak out.  

“This cannot be ac-
cepted and tolerated in 
our community,” he said. 
“This is not going to be ac-
cepted. I will not let my 
daughter’s voice go with-
out being heard.” 

 

Continued from page 1A

NC may have fairer con-
gressional districts by 2020

In 2016, a federal court 
ordered North Carolina 
legislators to redraw the 
state's 13 congressional 
election districts in a way 
that didn't discriminate 
against African American 
voters. Rep. David Lewis, 
the GOP chair of the redis-
tricting committee, an-
nounced that legislators 
wouldn't use racial data 
but would "draw the maps 
to give a partisan advan-
tage to 10 Republicans and 
three Democrats, because I 
do not believe it's possible 
to draw a map with 11 Re-
publicans and two Demo-
crats." 

The resulting congres-
sional districts are being 
challenged in a new parti-
san gerrymandering law-
suit. Last week, the North 
Carolina Supreme Court 
assigned the case to the 
same three judges that re-
cently struck down the 
state's legislative districts 
as excessively partisan. 
The plaintiffs have asked 
the court to expedite the 
trial. 

The judges and the legal 
issues will be the same as 
in the recent trial over 
legislative districts. In this 
case, though, Lewis ac-
knowledged that the con-
gressional map is a 
partisan gerrymander, 
which he claimed was "not 
illegal" at the time. But in 
its groundbreaking deci-
sion, the three-judge panel 
ruled that voters' state con-
stitutional rights are vio-
lated when the legislature 
"draws district maps with a 
predominant intent to 
favor voters aligned with 
one political party at the 
expense of other voters."  

Lewis' prediction that the 
state would be represented 
by 10 Republicans in Con-
gress held true in 2016, 
2018, and special elections 
held last month in two dis-
tricts. In the 2018 congres-
sional elections, 49 percent 
of N.C. voters chose Dem-
ocratic candidates, but Re-
publicans won in 10 out of 
13 districts.  

In the recent trial over 
the state legislative elec-
tion districts, the parties 
spent days questioning ex-

perts on statistics and ger-
rymandering. The plain-
tiffs in the new case want 
to skip that part and have 
the court order new dis-
tricts in time for the pri-
mary elections in March 
2020. "North Carolinians 
have voted in unconstitu-
tional congressional dis-
tricts in every election this 
decade," they told the 
court. "They should not be 
forced to do so again." 

The plaintiffs' request 
calls it "a straightforward 
case" that can be decided 
"based solely on the official 
legislative criteria for crea-
tion of the plan and the ad-
missions of legislative 
defendants and their map-
maker, Thomas Hofeller," 
who died in 2018. The 
plaintiffs repeatedly note 
that the "defendants freely 
admitted during the 2016 
redistricting process that 
they were seeking to prede-
termine congressional elec-
tion outcomes."  

The judges will soon 
schedule the trial. Candi-
dates in next year's election 
will begin filing in early De-
cember. 

At the moment, the 
judges are still reviewing a 
new map for state House 
elections that they ordered 
legislators to redraw about 
a month ago. The plaintiff 
in that case, Common 
Cause North Carolina, 
claimed the map-drawing 
process violated the court's 

order, citing an analysis by 
an expert witness at the 
trial who found that many 
of the new districts still 
favor Republicans. The 
state House map was 
passed along party lines.  

The new lawsuit was filed 
on behalf of voters with 
support from the National 
Democratic Redistricting 
Committee, a group 
founded by former Attor-
ney General Eric Holder. 
The voters are represented 
by lawyers at two firms in 
Washington, D.C. — Per-
kins Coie and Arnold and 
Porter — who specialize in 
election law. 

As they were in other ger-
rymandering cases, GOP 
lawmakers are being repre-
sented by attorney Thomas 
Farr, a failed Trump judi-
cial nominee who recently 
claimed that Lewis was 
"just joking" when he pro-
posed that lawmakers draw 
the maps to favor Repub-
licans. Author and activist 
Dave Daley published a 
transcript last week of a 
meeting of the conserva-
tive American Legislative 
Exchange Council in which 
Farr and others taught 
legislators and lawyers 
how to defend gerryman-
dered election districts and 
"get rid of" documents that 
could become evidence.  

 The three-judge panel 
will also soon decide 
whether and when to make 
Hofeller's files public.

By Billy Corriher 
FACING SOUTH 

Ex-inmate Cyntoia 
Brown-Long argues for  
redemption in memoir

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
Cyntoia Brown-Long, now 
31 years old, knows as 
much about life in prison 
as she does about being 
free. 

At 16, she was arrested 
for robbing and killing a 
man she says picked her 
up for sex and later was 
sentenced to life in prison. 
But two months ago, 
Brown-Long walked out of 
a Tennessee prison after 
successfully petitioning 
the governor for her clem-
ency. 

Brown-Long’s story has 
mostly been framed by 
other people — attorneys, 
the makers of a documen-
tary film and celebrities 
such as Rihanna, Kim Kar-
dashian West and LeBron 
James, who called for her 
release. Her case became a 
hashtag, sparking discus-
sions about child traffick-
ing and juvenile justice 
reform, and Netflix an-
nounced plans to release a 
documentary about her. 

But now she’s speaking 
for herself in her memoir, 
“Free Cyntoia: My Search 
for Redemption in the 
American Prison System,” 
released Tuesday, that 
goes deep into the patterns 
of sexual and drug abuse, 
predatory men and a child-
hood raised in the juvenile 
justice system. 

“You’re kind of tethered 
to the worst moment of 
your life. And we’re so 
much more complex than 
that as human beings,” 
Brown-Long told The Asso-
ciated Press. (She married 
her husband, Jamie Long, 
while in prison and now 

goes by the name of 
Brown-Long.) 

Her birth mother has ad-
mitted drinking heavily 
while she was pregnant, 
which Brown-Long’s attor-
neys argued led to her 
problems with anger as a 
young child. Although she 
was smart and had stability 
in her adoptive family, she 
lashed out at other children 
and teachers. 

By age 13, she was in and 
out of juvenile facilities, 
often trying to run away 
from being held in cus-
tody. In her book, she de-
scribes a mostly 
segregated judicial system 
that punished her when 
she wouldn’t follow the 
rules but provided little ac-
ademic or mental health 
support. “I can’t recall a 
time where people at 
school or people in the 
court system actually lis-
tened to me and (asked) 
why I felt how I did,” Brown 
said. 

She ran away to Nash-
ville, where she said 
another girl taught her how 
to sell sex for money. She 
never told the men that she 
was just 15. Many initial 
media reports about 
Brown-Long called her a 
“teen prostitute.” 

Life got a lot worse when 
she met 24-year-old Kut-
throat, or Kut for short. 
Brown-Long writes that she 
was forced to have sex in 
exchange for money; if she 
refused, she was raped, 
threatened or beaten. 
Sometimes she and Kut 
would rob men who came 
to have sex with her and 
she was often high, she 
writes. 

Brown-Long said many 
years later, while she was 

in prison, she realized what 
sex trafficking actually 
looked like and how easy it 
was for men to prey on her. 
“You’re taking these cues 
from your environment, 
from your friends, from 
the world around you that 
this is what you need to do 
to be accepted,” Brown-
Long said. “You want a man 
to want you and you want 
to do what it takes to be ac-
cepted.” 

Kut became increasingly 
violent and often threat-
ened her with a gun, she 
said. In August 2004, he 
sent her out to get more 
money, and this is where 
Brown-Long’s story differs 
from the prosecutor and 
detective who handled the 
case. 

Johnny Allen, a 43-year-
old real estate agent, 
picked up Brown-Long at a 
drive-through and took her 
home to his house. At 
Allen’s house, Brown-Long 
said she began feeling 
afraid. Allen had shown her 
rifles he had in the house 
before they got into bed to-
gether. Police found Allen 
nude in bed with a gunshot 
wound to the back of his 
head, his hands clasped to-
gether near his head as if 
he were sleeping. 

Brown-Long told police 
Allen suddenly reached 
under the bed, and she 
thought he was grabbing a 
gun. She told police she 
had brought a gun with her 
and shot him in self-de-
fense. 

Metro Nashville police 
Detective Charles Robin-
son, one of the detectives 
who first interviewed 
Brown-Long in 2004, said 
her story didn’t match up 
“with what I saw.” 

By Kristin M. Hall 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

In this Sept. 20 photo, Cyntoia Brown-Long and her husband, Jamie Long, pose 
together in Nashville, Tennessee. 

MARK HUMPHREY, AP
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MEDICAL SERVICES

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Struggling with DRUGS or ALCOHOL? Addicted to 
PILLS? Talk to someone who cares. Call The Addiction 
Hope & Help Line for a free assessment. 888-537-9106 
 
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, NO risk! 
We've recovered millions. Let us help you!! Call 24/7, 
844-286-9124

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families fi nd senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you! 
(855) 399-9881

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a 

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up To 90% Savings 
from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medications Available! 
Prescriptions Req'd. Pharmacy Checker Approved. 
CALL Today for Your FREE Quote. 844-290-0096

Denied Social Security Disability?   
Appeal! If you're 50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent 
work history needed.   
 
877-553-0252 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal 

Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503] 
 
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 

Medicare!  
Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 844-348-8151 
 

HEALTH SERVICES

AUCTIONS
Online Only Auction, Remaining Inventory & Assets of 
Safe Express Inc., Begins Closing 10/31 at 12pm, Box 
Trucks, Pallet Jacks, File Cabinets, Desks and much 
more, ironhorseauction.com, 800.997.2248, NCAL 
3936 
 
AUCTION High Quality Guns 170 Handguns Rifles 
Shotguns ARs. Ammo. Saturday Oct.19@10 a.m. 
LEINBACH AUCTION GALLERY 9497 Hwy150 
Clemmons, NC 27012 (336)416-9614 NCAL#5871 
AUCTIONZIP.COM ID#5969

This is real dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 
cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including  
   your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

1-844-496-8601
dental50plus.com/ncpress

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 AW19-1034

FISHERIES

HEALTHCARE

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink Today 1-866-887-0237

INTERNET
GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR SUV? 
Do the humane thing. 

Donate it to the Humane Society.

You’ll be supporting the nation’s largest and most effective animal protec-
tion organization, seeking a humane world for people and animals alike.

Call 1855-617-2024

DONATIONS

WELLNESS
SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! 

World Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! 
Prescriptions Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 

medications available. CALL Today For A Free Price 
Quote. 1-855-972-7324 Call Now! 

 
Have you or your child suffered serious LUNG ISSUES 
from JUULing or Vaping?  Let our attorneys fight for 
you! Get the justice you deserve! Call 844-322-6069 
 
CASH paid for your unwanted Inogen or Respironics 
portable oxygen concentrators! Call NOW for top-
dollar offer. Agents available 24/7. No CPAP/TANKS. 
877-765-3306 
 
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive maximum 
value of write-off for your taxes.  Running or not!  All 
conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details: 
866-412-0719

HEALTH SERVICES

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students Only. 
Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify.  Call 833-990-0354

MEDICAL 
SERVICES

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
Cut your drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. FREE 
Shipping! 100 Guaranteed and Discreet.  
 
CALL  1-855-458-7417

SUPPLIES

GET A $250 AT&T VISA® REWARD CARD WHEN YOU 
BUY A SMARTPHONE ON AT&T NEXT! Limited Time 
Offer. More For Your Thing. (*Req's well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restr's apply.) Call Now! 1-866-639-6524 
or visit www.250reward.com/NC 
 
Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Original were originally $129.95 - NOW 
WITH THIS SPECIAL OFFER are only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-877-914-6068 

MISCELLANEOUS

*Bundle price is $99.97/mo. yr 2; standard rates apply after yr 2; qualifying bundle includes Spectrum TV Select service, Spectrum Internet and Spectrum Voice. Additional services are extra. Install, other equipment, taxes, fees and 

surcharges extra. General terms: TV: TV equipment required, charges may apply. Channel, HD programming and On Demand titles availability based on level of service. Account credentials may be required to stream some TV content 

online. INTERNET: Available Internet speeds may vary by address. VOICE: Unlimited calling includes calls within U.S., Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands and more. Taxes and fees included in price. Restrictions 

apply. All Rights Reserved. ©2018 Charter Communications.

855-993-5352

SERVICES

BID REQUEST 
 
RPC Contracting is requesting bids from any 
interested NCDOT Certified MBE and WBE firms for 
Contract DA00475 in Washington Co, bidding on 
10/30/19. There will be a pre-bid conference at 3:00 
PM on Monday 10/21/19 at the office of RPC 
Contracting, 834 Kitty Hawk Road, Kitty Hawk, NC. 
Plans and specifications are available for review at 
the same location or may be downloaded from 
NCDOT’s Project Letting website at 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/letting/Pages/Division1Le
tting.aspx. For more information, please call 252-261-
3336, ask for Jay. RPC Contracting is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

LEGAL NOTICE

INVITATION TO BID 
THE CHRISTMAN COMPANY  

UNC CHAPEL HILL MEDICAL EDUCATION BUILDING 
 
Abatement & demolition of the existing Berryhill Hall 
Building and the construction of a new 175,000 SF, 
nine-story medical education building with 
penthouse and basement including associated 
utilities and site improvements.  
 
The Christman Company along with the University of 
North Carolina encourage and promote the use of 
Minority and Women Owned Businesses as first and 
second tier bidders. . 
 
Bids are due to Christman by November 4 at 12 noon.  
 
If you would like to bid this project please contact  
kim.neese@christmanco.com for a link to our plan 
room.   
 
Thank you for your interest in this project.   
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APEX 
HOLLAND CHAPEL 
360 Burgess Road 
The male chorus will 

celebrate its anniversary 
Oct. 20 at 2:30 p.m. Var-
ious choirs will perform. 

• Oct. 27, 10 a.m. – ap-
preciation service for the 
Rev. Orlando R. Dowdy 

 
RALEIGH 
COMPASSIONATE  
BAPTIST 
2310 Compassionate  
Youth church service is 

Oct. 20 at 10 a.m. In rec-
ognition of breast cancer 
awareness month, 
members are also asked 
to wear pink. 

 
ST. JAMES AME 
520 Method Road 
A workshop on coping 

with grief is Oct. 25, 7 to 
8:15 p.m. Light refresh-

ments will be served. 
 
MACEDONIA NEW LIFE 
2004 Rock Quarry Rs. 
Share Your Faith Block 

Party is Oct. 26, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Vendors 
needed. Visit www.mace-
donianewlife.org. 

 
MARTIN STREET 
1001 E. Martin Street 
A workshop on Bus 

Rapid Transit for routes 
15, 17 and 18 is Oct. 26, 
10 a.m. to noon. The 
public is invited. 

 
DURHAM 
WEST DURHAM 
1901 Athens Avenue 
The church will cele-

brate its 127th anniver-
sary Oct. 22-24 at 7 p.m. 
Call (919) 682-4453. 

 
 

PEACE MISSIONARY 
2608 Apex Highway 
Voices of Peace 45th 

anniversary celebration 
is Oct. 27, 4-6 p.m. The 
public is invited. 

 
FIRST CALVARY 
1311 Morehead Ave. 
The church will cele-

brate its 135th anniver-
sary Oct. 27 at 9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship dinner will be 
served afterwards. 

 
 
 
Send your church news 

to: The Triangle Tribune, 
115 Market Street, Suite 
360-G, Durham, NC 
27701; e-mail info@trian-
gletribune.com; or fax 
688-2740. Deadline: 
Tuesday by noon. 

 
 

AROUND THE TRIANGLE
RALEIGH 
THEATER 
West Side Story will be 

performed Oct. 15-20, 
7:30-10 p.m., Duke Energy 
Center, 2 E. South St. Visit 
ticketmaster.com. 

 
TALK 
Young Men 4 Christ will 

host a Man Up Barbershop 
Talk Oct. 23, 6-8:20 p.m., 
Platinum Cuts Barbershop, 
918 Rock Quarry Rd.  

• YM4C will also host Bal-
ling 4 Brotherhood event 
Oct. 26, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Raleigh Firebirds Training 
Facility, 3125 Gresham 
Lake Rd, Unit 115. 

 
SUMMIT 
Color of Education 2019 

Summit is Oct. 26 at the 
Raleigh Convention Center. 
Visit colorofeducation.org. 

 
SHRED-IT 
Secure Your ID Day is 

Oct. 26, 8-11:30 a.m., Coas-
tal Credit Union, 1000 St. 
Albans Dr.  

 
PARTY 
Roaring Raleigh Lawn 

Party is Oct. 26, 11 a.m., 
Moore Square, 226 E. Mar-
tin St. 

 
CARY 
ZOMBIES 
Zombiepalooza is Oct. 

25, 7 p.m., The Cary The-
ater. 

 

DURHAM 
STORYTELLING 
Sex ed storytelling is Oct. 

21, 7:30 p.m., The Pinhook, 
117 Martin St. Visit 
www.eventbrite.com. 

 
TALK SERIES 
DPS will host its next Bar-

bershop Talk series Oct. 
22, 5:30-7 p.m., Holton Ca-
reer & Resource Center, 
401 N. Driver St. Register at 
BarbershopTalk3.event-
brite.com. 

 
HOUSING 
“Building a Viable Afford-

able Housing Project” lec-
ture is Oct. 23, 4-5 p.m., 
The Carolina Theatre, 
Cinema One. 

 
FORUM 
2019 Youth Candidate 

Forum is Oct. 24, 6-8 p.m., 
Riverside High School. 
Open to all youth. 

 
VOTING 
K-12 students will vote 

for their candidates Oct. 
26, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., the 
Regulator Bookshop, 720 
Ninth St 

 
FESTI-BULL 
The Durham Bulls will 

host Fall Festi-BULL Oct. 
26, 6-9 p.m. at the ballpark. 

 
EXHIBIT 
“Documenting Durham’s 

Health History: Under-
standing the Roots of 

Health Disparities” exhibit 
will run thru Oct. 31, 
Human Services Bldg., 414 
E. Main St. 

 
CHAPEL HILL 
MUSICIANS 
A panel discussion on 

“How to Get Signed (and 
does it even matter?)” is 
Oct. 21, 7 p.m., Local 506, 
506 W. Franklin St. 

 
MEETING 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 

Schools is hosting a com-
munity meeting Oct. 22, 7-
9 p.m., Lincoln Center 
Board Room, 750 S. Merritt 
Mill Rd. 

 
LECTURES: 
• NC poet laureate Jaki 

Shelton Greene is the key-
note speaker at the 2019 
Sonja Haynes Stone Memo-
rial Lecture Oct. 22, 7 p.m., 
the Stone Center, 150 
South Rd. Visit 
unc.edu/events. 

• Andrew J. Taylor will 
discuss the lack of conser-
vatives on college cam-
puses Oct. 22, 7-8:30 p.m., 
The Event Center, 200 S. El-
liott Rd. Visit www.iconlec-
tureseries.com. 

 
CARRBORO 
FUNDRAISER 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority will 

host a fish fry fundraiser 
Oct. 26, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Masonic Lodge. Contact 
hpzfundraiser@gmail.com.

Church pays off $4M 
medical debt in East Texas

TYLER, Texas – Hundreds 
of homes throughout East 
Texas got an unusual yel-
low envelope in their mail-
boxes, thanks to one 
Southern Baptist church in 
Texas.  

It wasn't a church invite 
or junk mail. Instead, it 
could be worth tens of 
thousands of dollars for 
the recipients. 

Facilitated by more than 
$45,000 in generous gifts 
in August, Green Acres 
Baptist Church in Tyler, 
Texas, is working with a 
nonprofit toward paying 
off $4 million in medical 
debt for their East Texas 
neighbors.  

Pastor David Dykes 
noted that Tyler is the 
medical capital of East 
Texas, with several large 
medical facilities. 
"Through my relationship 
with Mother Frances Hos-
pital, I know just that one 
hospital is carrying like 
$157 million of unpaid 
bills," he said. "It's a prob-
lem that's crippling many 
families. 

"The Bible says to 'bear 
one another's burdens and 
so we fulfill the law of 
Christ.’ The only law of 
Christ is to love God and 
love your neighbor. Be-
cause the need was so 
great, we felt like this was 
the perfect thing for us to 
do." 

Helping with medical 
bills is part of Green Acres' 
larger Kindness 25:40 ini-
tiative, based on Matthew 
25:40: "Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one 
of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me."  

As part of the initiative, 
Green Acres challenged its 
members to participate in 
a variety of acts of kind-
ness in the community. 
The church encouraged 
members to go through 
fast-food drive through 
lines and pay for their bill 
and the bill of the car be-

hind, for example. They 
also gave away free water 
at a local park, washed the 
windshields of hundreds of 
cars in their parking lot 
during a local school dis-
trict event, and paid for 
people's laundry at local 
laundromats.  

To pay off the medical 
debt, Green Acres con-
tacted RIP Medical Debt, a 
national nonprofit that has 
helped organizations, like 
churches, abolish $715 
million of debt since its 
2014 founding. Green 
Acres members gave more 
than $45,000 to the effort.  

Founded by a pair of men 
with experience as debt 
collectors, RIP Medical Debt 
began as a response to the 
growing impact of debt on 
the lives of the poor na-
tionwide. Craig Antico, one 
of the cofounders, noted 
that half of all debt collec-
tors are collecting money 
for medical debts and, ac-
cording to a recent article 
in The Atlantic, half of all 
overdue debt on Ameri-
cans' credit reports is from 
medical expenses. 

"If we can end the hard-
ship of medical debt, then 
our medical system will 
work," Antico said. "What 
we're saying is that the rea-
son it doesn't work is that 
medical debt ruins people. 
They're like one illness or 
accident away from finan-
cial ruin. If we can remove 
the financial ruin in 
people's lives because of 
medical debt, then we're 
doing what we set out to 
do." 

RIP buys "portfolios of 
medical debt" for about $1 
per $100 of debt, which al-
lows organizations like 
Green Acres to get maxi-
mum benefit from their do-
nations. RIP uses a digital 
algorithm to identify the 
people with the biggest 
need for the debt relief, fo-
cusing on people with debt 
payments equal to more 
than 5 percent of their in-
come or those who earn 
less than two times the fed-
eral poverty level. Because 

of the unique way the com-
pany acquires and forgives 
the debt, RIP doesn't indi-
vidually choose any of 
those whose debt is for-
given.  

Antico said RIP has 
worked with 60-plus 
churches nationwide to 
forgive medical debts. 
Churches and other faith 
groups are particularly 
well-suited to impact med-
ical debt, he said, because 
most religious traditions 
encourage participants to 
help people overwhelmed 
with debt. He pointed par-
ticularly to passages in the 
Torah that describe the 
Day of Jubilee.  

"I don't know if it's going 
to get people to come to 
church," Antico said. "But it 
does give people a renewed 
sense of faith.... I've had 
many people write us that 
this was an answered 
prayer. 'It's a miracle that 
you guys are in existence,' 
they say." 

Antico encourages 
churches that want to re-
lieve medical debt to go 
beyond their own com-
munity. It's usually difficult 
to only target a few nearby 
zip codes with the relief ef-
fort (particularly in rural 
areas), but RIP can help 
churches focus their ef-
forts on a region, a state or 
a specific group of people 
such as first-responders or 
veterans.He said an emerg-
ing desire among donors is 
to help people in struggling 
regions around the coun-
try. Smaller churches that 
want to participate can 
easily partner with other 
nearby churches to mul-
tiply their impact in medi-
cal debt relief. 

"I think sadly the church 
has been largely character-
ized by what we're against 
instead of being a positive 
force for showing God's 
love," Dykes said. 

To learn more about how 
a church can be involved in 
helping people relieve their 
medical debts, visit 
www.ripmedicaldebt.org. 

 

By Tobin Perry 
BAPTIST PRESS 
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Clergy and depression
FAIRFAX STATION, Va. – 

Whenever clergy commit 
suicide, we always wonder 
why. 

We grieve the loss and 
pray for the family, and 
ask God to comfort them 
and heal their broken 
hearts. But the question 
lingers: "What can we do to 
prevent this from occur-
ring again?"  

I encourage my fellow 
clergy and the church to 
put safeguards in place. 
Ministry can be very re-
warding, but it also can 
take an enormous emo-
tional toll. Some seasons of 
life and ministry are more 
stressful than others. We 
who serve in ministry are 
not exempt from depres-
sion, no matter how much 
we may otherwise think. 

Depression does not dis-
criminate. 

Depression is not always 
outwardly obvious. Many 
people in the church, in-
cluding clergy, suffer in si-
lence because they worry 
about what others will 
think. They might not want 
to be seen as weak or less 
spiritual.  

I encourage congrega-
tions to create environ-
ments where those who 
live with depression and 
other hurts of the soul are 
not ostracized. We must re-
mind clergy that they do 
not have to suffer in isola-
tion. Churches should put 
gifted people in place to 
care for clergy who battle 
depression. Congregations 
ought to be caring com-
munities, even for clergy. 
Clergy care for others, but 
who cares for the clergy?  

I encourage clergy suffer-

ing from depression to 
share your struggle and 
avoid suffering in isolation. 
Set boundaries for yourself 
that you will not cross, no 
matter the depth of your 
depression. If you are ever 
tempted to take your life, 
please seek help immedi-
ately. Seeking help is not a 
spiritual failure. You do not 
have to go it alone. If my 
arm were broken, I would 
seek medical attention. 
Shouldn't I also seek help 
for internal struggles? 

I encourage you to "guard 
your heart above all else, 
for it is the source of life" 
(Proverbs 4:23). We guard 
our hearts through prayer, 
Scripture reading, worship, 
exercise and rest. If you 
find yourself in the imme-
diate throes of depression, 
seek help. You are not in 
this alone.  

 

By Marshal Ausberry 
BAPTIST PRESS 

KNOWRIDGE.COM 

RALEIGH – North Carolina 
Theatre recently an-
nounced the casting for its 
November production of 
“Having Our Say: The De-
lany Sisters’ First 100 
Years,” playing November 
8-17 at Duke Energy Center 
for the Per-
forming Arts. 

Raised in 
Raleigh, trail-
blazing Afri-
can American 
a c t i v i s t s , 
sisters and 
best friends, 
Sadie and Bes-
sie Delany – 
both over 100 years old – 
take audiences on an in-
spiring and entertaining 
journey as they recount 
the stories of their lives. 
From growing up on what 
is now Saint Augustine’s 
University as the daughters 
of a former slave to inte-
grating a New York suburb 
during the Harlem Renais-
sance, the sisters did it all.  

Written by Emily Mann, 
the play was adapted from 
the New York Times best-
selling book, “Having Our 

Say: The Delany Sisters’ 
First 100 Years.” Directing 
is Tia James, an actor, 
teacher and director, and 
now a faculty member of 
UNC Professional Actor 
Training Program.  

A vocal coach and com-
pany member 
of PlayMakers 
R e p e r t o r y 
C o m p a n y , 
James has 
been seen on 
Broadway in 
The Merchant 
of Venice and 
served as the 
associate artistic director 
for The  Shakespeare 
Academy @ Stratford. She 
has directed over a dozen 
plays, including Hamlet, 
Othello, and The Mystery 
Plays at NYU Graduate Act-
ing Program.  

The leading roles of Sadie 
and Bessie Delany will be 
portrayed by Gayle Turner 
and Lakeisha Coffey, re-
spectively. Turner pre-
viously starred on 
Broadway in The Wiz as 
Dorothy, and has per-
formed in numerous re-
gional productions, 

including The Wiz and 
Smokey Joe’s Café.  

Coffey, a St. Aug’s gradu-
ate and Triangle-area 
based actress, has per-
formed lo-
cally with 
various the-
atre com-
panies since 
2006. She was 
a part of the 
creative de-
ve lopment 
team for the 
inaugural Bull City Black 
Theatre Festival in March 
2018 in Durham, and she is 
also a founding member of 
Bulldog Ensemble Theater.  

Coffey has starred in nu-
merous local theatre pro-
ductions, but NC Theatre 
and Theatre Raleigh pa-
trons may remember her 
from the new works 
reading of Peace of Clay 
earlier this year.  

Having Our Say will be 
performed in A.J. Fletcher 
Opera Theater. Visit 
nctheatre.com to purchase 
tickets or call (919) 831-
6941. For groups of 10 or 
more, call (919) 831-6941 
x6949.  

St. Augustine’s alumna part 
of NC Theatre production

STAFF REPORTS 

Turner

Coffey

James



since 2010. That year the 
Rams defeated Virginia 
Union before 8,000 fans. 

“The return of HBCU foot-
ball to High Point is a great 
opportunity to showcase 
our city and to provide pos-
itive role models for our 
city’s children,” High Point 
Mayor Jay W. Wagner said.  

The Rams are coming off 
a 23-7 win over rival 
Johnson C. Smith, which 
ended with a fight after the 
game. The Falcons lost to 
the Rams 36-6 last season. 

• Notes: SAU’s Durrell 
Nash was named CIAA line-
backer of the week; Des-
mond Quinerly, defensive 
lineman of the week; and 
Tim Montague, rookie of 
the week. 

 
N.C. Central (2-5) – bye  
The Eagles get a much-

needed bye after losing 
their second straight 
contest. 

“This gives us a chance to 
get healthy, we’re pretty 
banged up,” said coach Trei 
Oliver, whose team has 
played 5 of 7 games on the 
road. “We’re going to work 
on three things: technique, 
fundamentals and getting 
after the books.”  

Elizabeth City State has a new 
sports information director. 
Shayln Moore, below, is a Virginia 
State graduate who has worked 
in various communications/pub-
lic relations roles at various insti-
tutions.  

Her latest is at Christopher 
Newport University as a student-
athlete academic success coach. 

Are you ready for some basket-
ball? Tournament 
time will be here be-
fore you know it. 
Both the MEAC and 
CIAA tourney tickets 
are now on sale. Go 
whichever way you 
want. 

 
WOMEN 
N.C. Central 
Volleyball has lost four straight 

matches after its 3-1 defeat to 
Elon Wednesday night. 

Delaware State and Maryland 
Eastern Shore come to town this 
weekend before the team heads 
to Charlotte Tuesday night 

 
St. Augustine’s 
Volleyball is still seeking its 

first win. The Falcons will partici-
pate in the CIAA Round-Up II this 
weekend on Bowie State’s cam-
pus. 

 
Shaw 
Soccer hosts Barton College 

Monday at 3:30 p.m. at the MAC. 
The Bears are 4-7 after losing two 
straight matches. 

In volleyball, Shaw remained in 
first place after knocking off Cla-
flin 3-0 Wednesday night. The 
Bears will also participate in the 
round-up at Bowie State. 

 
 
MEN 
N.C. Central 
It’s Flight Night with the men’s 

and women’s basketball teams 
October 28 at 7 p.m. inside 
McDougald-McLendon Arena. 
First 300 students get a free waf-
fle. What?! No chicken to go with 
that. 

But before that, the annual pre-
season banquet and ring cere-
mony is October 24 at the Arena.  

And speaking of basketball, 
LeVelle Moton has added to his 
staff – AGAIN! Nigel Thomas an-
nounced on Twitter that he is 
now an Eagle.  

Thomas was the head men’s 
basketball coach at Langston Uni-
versity in Oklahoma. 

CC has to get out more often. 
We hadn’t been at a NCCU game 
since A&T last season. So much 
has changed. 

First, we asked Kyle Serba 
about the big tent building that 
sits across from the LeRoy T. 
Walker Complex.  

That is now the president’s 
box, he said. Dang! CC used to 
sneak down to the president’s 
box below the press box after the 
game and get all the leftover 
food.  

Then we asked why the TV in 
the press box wasn’t working. 
“Squirrels,” Kyle said. Evidently 
squirrels had eaten through the 
line outside and disabled the TV.  

Next, we wondered who were 
all those doctors down on the 
field? 

 CC remembers when there 
were only two at a game; we saw 
at least eight.  

“You’d know all this if you 
came more often,” he said.  

But the worst thing of all? Kyle 
had a big bag of chocolate in his 
office and forgot to bring it over. 
Isn’t that a capital offense some-
where? 

 
St. Augustine’s 
CC heard through the grape-

vine that athletics director 
George Williams is still in inten-
sive care over in Qatar. We were 
also told that Williams’ wife and 
daughter have joined him to cele-
brate their 50th wedding anni-
versary. Hey, at least he’s still 
alive. 

 
Shaw 
Never a dull moment at Shaw, 

eh? 
Anybody else notice how folks 

keep coming and going at Shaw 
except Jacques Curtis and Al 
Carter? Maybe that’s the prob-
lem. 
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Tourney 
tickets now 
on sale

After losing two of its first three games, Millbrook junior varsity football has won two in a 
row with wins over Southeast Raleigh (26-0) and Leesville Road (12-7). The Wildcats have 
two games next week, beginning at Sanderson on October 24 and hosting Garner on 
October 28. The Garner contest is a makeup game.

Imagine being hired as an 
assistant basketball coach 
and before the ink is dry on 
your contract, the head 
coach is gone and you’re the 
new man in charge. 

That’s what happened to 
newly hired Shaw men’s bas-
ketball assistant Dominique 
Stephens. 

Stephens, who was just in-
troduced to the CIAA family 
last month at media day in 
Charlotte, got a fast promo-
tion on Monday which, co-
incidentally, was the first day 
of Division II basketball prac-
tice. 

Stephens takes over for 
Joel Hopkins, 
who resigned 
before officially 
entering his 
fourth season in 
his second ten-
ure with the 
Bears.  

While most of 
us were caught 
off guard by the 
announcement, 
Hopkins said it 

had been building for some 
time. Family issues had 
made coaching too difficult 
to tackle. 

“It was time to go; my son 
is sick, my father is sick, so I 
have family matters that I 
need to take care of,” Hop-
kins said Wednesday by 
phone. 

Hopkins’ 26-year-old son 
has been in and out of the 
hospital, and his father is 
suffering from dementia. He 
said he made the decision 
“last Thursday” (Oct. 10), but 
had been talking about it for 
a while. 

“I had a great time at Shaw, 
but it’s the best thing for me 
and my kids,” he continued. 
“Trying to coach and visit my 
son at the hospital and being 
worried about him was just 
too much. The guys (players) 
are set in place and they’ll be 
all right.” 

I remember my first inter-
view with Hopkins after his 
initial hire in 2000. His con-
tract was for three years, and 
back then coaches were get-
ting five-year deals. I asked 
him why only three. 

“If I can’t win a champion-
ship in three years, I don’t 
need to coach,” he said. 

Hopkins led Shaw to its 
first CIAA men’s title in his 
second year. He also pro-
duced one of the greatest 
players ever in conference 
history in Ronald “Flip” Mur-
ray.   

Murray was named the 
2002 CIAA player of the year 
and the NCAA Division II 
player of the year. He was 
drafted in the second round 
by the Milwaukee Bucks and 
spent eight seasons in the 
NBA before playing overseas. 

Hopkins left over a con-
tract dispute, but returned in 
2015. The Bears won three 
straight Southern Division ti-
tles in his “second season,” 
but couldn’t seal the deal 
with another title, losing in 
the championship last sea-
son to Virginia State. 

Hopkins even signed a 
three-year contract extension 
last year. But his tenure was 
not without controversy.  

According to a campus 
source, he was suspended 
earlier this year, and his en-
tire coaching staff was let go. 
Of course, it was kept from 
the media, but some of us 
knew what was going on. 

Stephens was an assistant 
under then Cheyney head 
coach Cleo Hill Jr., who left 
for Shaw and is now at Win-
ston-Salem State. Stephens 
replaced Hill at Cheyney in 
2008 and coached for eight 
seasons before getting re-
leased. 

Joining Stephens on the 
sideline, according to Hop-
kins, will be former St. Au-
gustine’s women’s coach 
Jarita Crump, who will be the 
first female assistant on the 
men’s side in Shaw history.  

“I dropped the mic and left 
with that one (hire),” Hopkins 
said. 

Crump was an assistant at 
St. Aug’s before being pro-
moted to interim head coach 
and then permanent in 2016. 
She was fired after two sea-
sons and a 6-50 record. 

But ask any man who’s 
seen Crump on the sideline, 
and he’ll tell you he could 
care less about her record.  

‘Nuff said. 

Hopkins 
puts 
family 
above 
coaching

COURTESY

St. Augustine’s end streak
Bowie State is now at No. 

16 in the latest AFCA 
Coaches Division II Top 25 
Poll.  

The SWAC has a new title 
sponsor for its football 
championship game. 
Cricket Wireless jumps on 
board this year. 

“Over recent months 
Cricket Wireless has consis-
tently showed their unwa-
vering support of the 
objectives, goals, and 
values of the Southwestern 
Athletic Conference, and we 
feel that this partnership is 
a great combination that 
will significantly enhance 
our football title game 
along with all of our cham-
pionship events,” Commis-
sioner Charles McClelland 
said. 

The championship game 
is December 7 at 4 p.m. on 
ESPU. 

South Carolina State’s loss 
to Florida A&M leaves just 
three undefeated confer-
ence teams left: Bethune-
Cookman, North Carolina 
A&T and Florida A&M.  

That list is guaranteed to 
be trimmed to two after the 
Aggies and Rattlers do bat-

tle this weekend in Florida. 
FAMU gave A&T its only 

conference loss last season 
on a last-second field goal. 
The Rattlers are ineligible 
for a conference champion-
ship or postseason play, but 
none of that will matter on 
Saturday. 

 
St. Augustine’s (1-5 over-

all, 1-2 CIAA) vs. Winston-
Salem State (2-4, 1-0) 

The Falcons are no longer 
among the winless after a 
comeback 20-10 win over 
Livingstone. 

Senior quarterback Jalen 
Jones came off the bench to 
lead the second-half rally 
and finished the game 15 of 
29 completions for a sea-
son-high 224 yards, two 
touchdowns and no inter-
ceptions. 

The Falcons head to High 
Point this weekend to take 
on Winston-Salem State in 
the inaugural Furniture City 
Grid Iron Classic at A.J. Si-
meon Stadium. The game 
was initially to be on SAU’s 
campus, but Shaw’s home-
coming is this weekend. 
The two schools share the 
George Williams Complex. 

This weekend’s matchup 
will be the first college foot-
ball game in High Point 

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com 

Please see CLASSIC/7A

COLLEGE CORNER

HBCU football will be played in High Point for the first time since 2010.

BONITTA 
BEST

Millbrook JV will pull 
double duty next week

HBCU FOOTBALL

Moore

JV FOOTBALL
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The book reference is 
due to players missing Fri-
day classes because of 
road games. 

NCCU hosts Delaware 
State next Saturday at 2 
p.m. 

• Notes: Redshirt senior 
defensive lineman Darius 
Royster leads the team in 

Falcons win first game, 
play in High Point classic

tackles with 48 (10.5 for 
loss) and 5.5 sacks. 

Shaw (2-4, 1-2) vs. Liv-
ingstone (4-2, 1-2) 

The Bears need to win 
three of their last four 
games just to match last 
season’s 5-5 mark. 

Shaw’s defense held the 
conference’s No. 1 rushing 
offense to just 105 yards, 
but the Broncos were 4-

for-4 in the red zone in the 
25-22 win. 

The Bears and Blue Bears 
are two games behind 
first-place Fayetteville 
State, which is running 
away toward another divi-
sion title. 

Shaw travels to Johnson 
C. Smith next Saturday at 
1 p.m. 

 

Continued from page 1A

SWAC announces 2019 
Hall of Fame class

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.- The 
2019 Southwestern Ath-
letic Conference Hall of 
Fame Class will be en-
shrined on December 20 at 
6 p.m. at the Omni Hotel in 
Atlanta. The newest 
members of the Hall of 
Fame were selected from a 
list of nominees who were 
submitted by their respec-
tive institutions. The nomi-
nees were then elected for 
induction by the SWAC Hall 
of Fame selection commit-
tee. 

• Freda-Freeman Jackson 
enters her 22nd season as 
Alabama State head 
women’s basketball coach. 
During the 2018-19 sea-
son, Jackson joined an elite 
group when she recorded 
her 300th career coaching 
victory. 

• Teresa Hooker was a 
four-year starter at Alcorn 
State University and is a 
member of the 1,000- 
point club at the univer-
sity. In 1987 Hooker was 
drafted to play profes-
sional women’s basketball 
in South America.  

• Autrey Lane Howell was 
a standout member of the 
Grambling State football 
team as a three-year starter 

at the center position. He 
was drafted in the 15th 
round of the 1963 NFL 
Draft by the New York Gi-
ants and went on to be-
come a starting left tackle.  

• Patricia Cage-Bibbs is 
one of the most decorated 
coaches in the history of 
the SWAC. In 2012 she be-
came the 51st NCAA Divi-
sion I head coach to join 
the 500 victory club. While 
at North Carolina A&T, she 
tallied multiple coach of 
the year awards while also 
coaching the fifth student-
athlete at A&T to reach the 
1,000 point mark.  

 In 2010 she was in-
ducted into the Grambling 
State Sports Hall of Fame. 
She was the first head 
coach in HBCU history to 
win two games in the NCAA 
Tournament.  

• Richard Caster played 
tight end at Jackson State 
from 1966-70. Caster was 
drafted in the second 
round by the New York Jets 
in 1970. He had an impres-
sive 13-year NFL career, 
where he tallied 332 recep-
tions for 5,515 yards and 
45 touchdowns.  

• George Ivory remains 
one of the top student-ath-
letes in the storied history 
of Mississippi Valley State. 

In 1985-86, he etched his 
name among the list of all-
time MVSU greats as he 
helped guide Mississippi 
Valley to a SWAC cham-
pionship and a berth in the 
NCAA Tournament.  

As a coach, he led Arkan-
sas-Pine Bluff to a SWAC 
title in 2010. The Golden 
Lions would go on to defeat 
Winthrop in Dayton, Ohio, 
before falling to eventual 
tournament champion 
Duke in the next round.   

• Dr. John Grandville Os-
borne was instrumental in 
spearheading the forma-
tion of “The Big Five,” 
which consisted of Bishop 
College, Samuel Huston 
College, Wiley College, Paul 
Quinn, and PVAM. The Big 
Five sent representatives to 
Houston on Sept. 10, 1920, 
and before the meeting 
was adjourned the South-
western Athletic Confer-
ence was formed.  

• John Harvey served as 
head trainer for Texas 
Southern from 1974 to 
2015. He was responsible 
for providing clinical and 
administrative supervision 
of the 16 intercollegiate 
athletics teams, and the 
formulation of accountabil-
ity of the athletic training 
budget.   

SWAC.org  

Former North Carolina A&T and Grambling head coach Patricia Cage-Bibbs 
will be inducted into the SWAC Hall of Fame.

COURTESY

Soccer clinic hopes to 
boost minority  
participation in Raleigh

A soccer clinic to intro-
duce more African Ameri-
can youth to the sport is 
coming to Cary. 

The Relevent Sports 
Group, a soccer events and 
media business operating 
in America and Asia, will 
host the clinic on October 
26 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at WakeMed Soccer Park. 
The free event is open to 
boys and girls ages 6 to 18 
in all skill levels. 

“This clinic is unique in 
that it is bringing together 
some of our best African 
American and black 
coaches in the United 
States and the world to 
provide free training, in-
struction, and access to 
underserved communities 
in D.C., and Raleigh, in a 
unified mission and vi-
sion,” said Nicole Hercules, 
incoming chair of the Black 
Soccer Coaches Associa-
tion and CEO of NMH Con-
sulting.  

“The people involved 
aren’t just D.C.-centric tal-

ent, they’re globally recog-
nized individuals that will 
actively make a difference 
in these children’s lives 
with their participation. We 
aim to build bridges for 
those who are otherwise 
excluded from soccer di-
rectly to our black soccer 
community where there 
are ample opportunities for 
participation and success.”  

The free clinic will have 
two hours of field instruc-
tion followed by an auto-
graph and photo session, 
and player meet and greet. 

“We believe that every 
child, regardless of race or 
household income, de-
serves a chance to succeed 
in life,” BRC Partner Brad 
Rothenberg said. “These 
clinics provide black and 
Hispanic communities with 
first-rate soccer program-
ming that will hopefully 
lead to a foundation of con-
tinued achievement on and 
off the pitch.”  

Participants will also re-
ceive a special jersey, soc-
cer ball, water bottle and 
sack pack. Advance reg-

istration is not required. 
Scheduled to appear:  
• Bill Hamid, U.S. Na-

tional team and DC United 
player  

• Oguchi Onyewu, 
former US National Team 
player 

• Sully Hamid, Premier 
Academy Center founder  

• Lincoln Phillips, former 
Howard soccer coach and 
pioneer of the Black Soccer 
Association  

• Kab Hakim, Futsal 
America director  

• Phillip Gyau, Howard 
University men’s coach 
and first black American to 
play in the European 
League  

• Sam Okpodu, Lee Mt. 
Vernon Soccer Club direc-
tor and former Nigerian 
Women’s National Team 
coach 

• Kimberly Crabbe, first 
African American Women’s 
National Team player and 
NAACP Centennial Youth 
Service Award winner  

• Jerome Hyde, former 
Howard player and video 
producer  

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com 

North Carolina Central chancellor has new digs at the game.

NCCU’s Moore selected 
by LA Wildcats of XFL

North Carolina Central  
Sports Information

Former North Carolina Central defensive back C.J. Moore was selected by the Los 
Angeles Wildcats in the XFL Draft on Wednesday. 

A native of Raleigh, Moore finished his NCCU tenure from 2011-15 with 301 tackles 
to rank third on the school's career tackles list, while adding 21 stops for a loss, 23 
passes defended (18 pass breakups, 5 interceptions), five fumble recoveries, three 
forced fumbles, three blocked kicks and four touchdowns. 

As a senior in 2015, Moore earned All-MEAC First Team honors as third-leading 
tackler in the conference with 100 takedowns. The Southeast Raleigh High product 
signed a free agent contract with the Montreal Alouettes of the Canadian Football 
League in May 2016, a week after graduating from NCCU with a bachelor's degree in 
recreation administration with a concentration in sports management and a minor 
in business.
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PoeFest Festival in Raleigh SCHOOL NEWS

DPS

WAKE COUNTY 
Ruth C. Steidinger, Olive 

Chapel Elementary princi-
pal, recently was named 
the Wake County School 
System’s 2019-20 Principal 
of the Year. Catie Burnette 
of Hilburn Academy is as-
sistant principal of the 
year. 

Steidinger has served as 
principal for four years. 
She has devoted her entire 

30-year edu-
cational ca-
reer to WCPSS, 
beginning as a 
math teacher 
at Athens 
Drive High in 
1989. She’s 
also served as 
assistant prin-

cipal at Apex High, princi-
pal of Dillard Drive 
Elementary, and worked in 
several positions in Central 
Services. 

Steidinger was cited for 
building relationships and 
establishing a culture of 
mutual trust and respect 
among her staff as mile-
stone achievements during 
her tenure at Olive Chapel. 
A recent survey of her staff 
indicated an increase of 
more than 50 percentage 
points in trust and respect 
among colleagues since 

her arrival in 2015. 
Steidinger holds two 

bachelor’s degrees – in art 
and mathematics – from 
Meredith College; a 
master’s degree in educa-
tion administration and su-
pervision from North 
Carolina Central Univer-
sity; and a doctorate in 
educational leadership 
from East Carolina Univer-
sity. She has led numerous 
workshops on effective 
teaching, cultural literacy 
and growth mindset. 

With Steidinger’s honor 
comes a $500 monetary 
award for Olive Chapel, 
compliments of Straw-
bridge Studios. Steidinger 
herself receives a $100 gift 
card for The Angus Barn 
from  Lifetouch, a $250 
VISA gift card from To-
shiba, a flat screen TV do-
nated by NTA Life, two N.C. 
State football tickets, two 
Carolina Hurricane hockey 
tickets, a one-night stay 
with breakfast at the Um-
stead Hotel and a Chick-Fil-
A gift bag. 

 
DURHAM COUNTY 
The October DPS Student 

of the Month is Riverside 
High senior Elijah King. 
King is president of the In-
teract Club, and a member 

of both the Pirates Hook 
newspaper and the Na-
tional Honor Society.  He is 
also the co-founder of the 
Environmental Justice Ini-
tiative created to address 
the issues of climate 
change and its effect on 
poor and minority groups. 

When he isn’t serving the 
Riverside community, King 
can be found working 
throughout Durham as a 
board member for Made In 
Durham, research intern at 
The Samuel Dubois Cook 
Center on Social Equity at 
Duke, board member of In-
side Out, a member of the 
Southern Coalition for So-
cial Justice Steering Com-
mittee, and a 
youth-engagement strate-
gist for County Commis-
sioner Brenda Howerton.  

Riverside Principal Tonya 
Williams, said King “shows 
the best of Riverside High 
School. He is an empa-
thetic leader who has a 
broad impact on both the 
school community and the 
Durham community. He 
embraces the diverse com-
munity of Durham and de-
sires to make it a better 
place. He is a true Pirate.” 
King will be honored dur-
ing the board of education 
meeting on October 24.

There’s nothing like getting your hands deep into a science experiment.
MATHIAS BISHOP

The O’Neal Family discovered that sometimes brushing your teeth takes every 
member of the family to get it right.

MATHIAS BISHOP

Hundreds turned out for the annual PoeFest Festival last weekend at the Poe Center 
in Raleigh. The festival celebrates healthy choices with fun, food, prizes, interactive 
theaters and local entertainment. 

Riverside High School senior Elijah King.

Steidinger

Rising hip-hop artist Philmore Greene will celebrate the release of his debut 
album, “Chicago: A Third World City,” produced by one of hip-hop’s most 
prolific producers Rashid Hadee. This live event will take place October 20 
at the Local 506 Music Venue, 506 W. Franklin St., Chapel Hill. Greene will 
share the stage with hip-hop stars Skyzoo and Elzhi. Visit 
https://local506.com/events/skyzoo-the-retropolitan-tour-feat-elzhi/

COURTESY

Hip-hop artist Philmore 
Greene hosts album debut

Combs Elementary unveils 
new outdoor-learning and 
play space in Raleigh

RALEIGH – School admin-
istrators at one Wake 
County elementary school 
have teamed up with the 
American Heart Associa-
tion, the Look for the Good 
Project and the Online 
Physical Education Net-
work to transform a little-
used blacktop into a 
brightly colored outdoor 
learning and play space de-
signed to boost kids' phys-
ical activity.  

Justine Andrews, AHA 
communications director, 
said the Combs Elementary 
School project is not your 
typical playground. 

"So it has all sorts of ac-
tivities, games, different 
places for kids to interact 
so that they have things to 
do, reasons to stay active," 
Andrews said. "It's very dif-
ferent from the typical 
playground, but we think 
it's interactive in a new and 
creative way." 

Research has shown that 
regular physical activity 
helps children build strong 
bones and muscles, re-
duces anxiety and depres-
sion, and lessens the risk 
for developing chronic dis-
eases such as heart dis-
ease, type 2 diabetes and 
high blood pressure. 

Brian Glendenning is sen-
ior administrator of health 
and physical education for 
the Wake County Public 
School System. He said in 
today's digital world, kids 
need extra motivation to 
develop outdoor exercise 
habits. "The competition is 
to give kids motivation to 
do something away from 
those screens, and to cap-
ture the imagination of 
kids and allow them a 
space that gives them 
something that's interest-
ing to them - also some-
thing that's linked to 
learning," Glendenning 
said. 

According to the Centers 

for Disease Control and 
Prevention, less than one-
quarter of children partici-
pate in 60 minutes of 
physical activity each day. 
Glendenning also pointed 
out that playing outdoors 
is important for developing 
social skills and relation-
ships, and noted the out-
door play space is 
specifically aimed at en-
hancing those. 

"And the opportunity to 
have positive interactions 
with your peers – that's less 
of an opportunity than I 
think it was 20 or 30 years 
ago," he said. "They have 
positive impacts on rela-
tionships, which have pos-
itive impacts on mental 
health and kids feeling like 
they belong somewhere." 

In a study published ear-
lier in 2019, researchers at 
the Cleveland Clinic found 
children's physical activity 
begins to decrease around 
age 8 – much earlier than 
previously thought. 

By Nadia Ramlagan 
N.C. NEWS SERVICE 

An aerial view of the new outdoor play space at Combs Elementary in Raleigh.
WILL SAUNDERS/OLD NORTH CREATIVE

BOOK
How Sweet It is: A 

Songwriter’s Reflections 
on Music, Motown and 
the Mystery of the Muse 

By Lamont Dozier 
BMG Books 

 
Dozier is one of the top 

songwriters in history, rec-
ognized by 
the Rock & 
Roll Hall of 
Fame, the 
Songwriters 
Hall of 
Fame, BMI, 
the Gram-
mys and 
R o l l i n g 
S t o n e ' s 
"100 Greatest Songwriters 
of All Time."  

He's written over 100 
Top 10 hits and is a legend 
among songwriting leg-
ends.  

Now Dozier is sharing his 
memories and his 
songwriting insights in 
“How Sweet It Is: A 

Songwriter's Reflections on 
Music, Motown and the 
Mystery of the Muse.”  

As part of Motown's leg-
endary songwriting and 
production team of Hol-
land-Dozier-Holland, Doz-
ier is responsible for such 
classics "Baby I Need Your 
Loving," "You Can't Hurry 
Love," "I Can't Help Myself 
(Sugar Pie, Honey Bunch)," 
"Stop! In the Name of Love," 
and many more.  

After leaving Motown, he 
has continued to make his 
mark as an influential 
songwriter, artist, and pro-
ducer with hits "Give Me 
Just a Little More Time" 
and "Band of Gold," as well 
as "Two Hearts," the chart-
topping hit for Phil Collins 
that earned the pair a 
Golden Globe, Academy 
Award nomination and a 
Grammy win. 

In “How Sweet It Is,” Doz-
ier takes us behind the 
scenes of the Motown ma-

chine and its history, shar-
ing personal stories of 
Diana Ross, Marvin Gaye, 
Stevie Wonder, The Four 
Tops, Smokey Robinson, 
and Berry Gordy.  

From his flirtatious 
grandfather chatting up 
women coming up the 
sidewalk to his own experi-
ence getting caught in a 
"no-tell motel," Dozier 
shares the moments that 
inspired some of his time-
less songs, and pulls back 
the curtain on the studio 
secrets that helped him 
and his colleagues change 
the face of music forever. 

From his early years of 
struggle growing up in De-
troit to the triumphs and 
tragedies that have marked 
his personal and profes-
sional path for many dec-
ades, his story reveals the 
heart, soul, ethics and pas-
sion of a true songwriter. 

 
 


