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Court seat

Regrettably, unlike in 2018, when all candidates responded to 
our inquiries, some did not provide answers this year. To help 
inform voters in these cases, we will provide links to the unre-
sponsive candidate’s website as well as available information 
about any public debates in which both candidates for the race 
in question have participated, or are expected to participate. 

The state Supreme Court is made up of the chief and six asso-
ciate justices. Each justice serves an eight-year term. The court 
is the last stop for litigation involving decisions of state law. 
Some recent high-profile cases taken up by the state Supreme 
Court have included redistricting disputes, separation of power 
battles between the governor and the legislature, and the fight 
between the State Board of Education and the state Superinten-
dent over who controls the state’s $10 billion public school sys-
tem. 

Supreme Court Chief Justice Cheri Beasley  
Party affiliation: Democrat 
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RALEIGH — North Carolina 
college and professional 
sports teams may soon be al-
lowed to host a few thousand 
fans in outdoor stadiums, 
Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper 
announced on Tuesday. 

If the state’s coronavirus 
numbers continue to im-
prove or remain flat, Cooper 
said he plans to ease the oc-
cupancy restrictions for large 
outdoor entertainment ven-
ues starting Oct. 2.  

Places that can seat more 
than 10,000 people outside 
would be able to operate at 
significantly reduced capac-
ity, while adhering to the rec-
ommended 6 feet of physical 
distancing. “We plan to take 
another step toward Phase 3 
in the coming days if our 
progress holds,” Cooper 
said. “That step will mean 
larger outdoor event venues 
will be able to open at 7% ca-
pacity starting next Friday, 
Oct. 2.” 

Under the updated ex-
ecutive order Cooper plans 
to announce next week, the 
Carolina Panthers, whose 
stadium can seat more than 
75,000 people, would be able 
to host over 5,000 fans. 
Some sports teams have al-
ready received permission 
from the state to have a 
small number of fans in the 
stands. North Carolina State 
University and other college 
football programs across the 
state were able to have two 
parents per player — up to 
350 people — attend games 
last weekend. Cooper’s eas-
ing of Phase 2 reopening re-
strictions would allow even 
more people to attend games 
if they are masked and phys-
ically distant from another. 

Bubba Cunningham, UNC-
Chapel Hill athletics director, 
said in a statement that he 
wants the state to continue 
allowing more fans into 
games. “We are thrilled that 
we will be able to start wel-
coming spectators back to 
Kenan Stadium in October, 
and we are hopeful that the 
number of people allowed in 
our stadiums will safely in-
crease as fall progresses,” 
Cunningham wrote. 

During Tuesday’s news 
conference, the governor 
also said he would get a 
COVID-19 vaccine once the 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion approves it, and it’s his 
turn to receive it after essen-
tial workers. In the mean-
time, he wants North 
Carolinians to get flu shots in 
preparation for a possible 
surge in coronavirus spread 
during the fall and winter 
months, which many infec-
tious disease experts, includ-
ing Dr. Anthony Fauci, have 
predicted. 

“We’ve got to make sure 
that we continue our efforts 
getting people vaccinated, 

There are less than 40 
days before the crucial 
Nov. 3 general election. 

To North Carolina voters, 
you have until Oct. 9 be-
fore the regular registra-
tion deadline. The One 
Stop Early Voting period is 
Oct. 15-31, and the last day 
to request your mail-in ab-
sentee ballot is Oct. 27. 

However, if you do plan 
to vote by mail, you are 
urged not to wait but to do 
so immediately, given that 
it is fully expected that 
there will be mail delays, 
and your mail-in ballots 
may not arrive by election 
day in time to count. 

According to the State 
Board of Elections website: 
“After you request a ballot, 
please allow a week to 10 
days for it to get to you. If 
you do not receive your 
ballot within that time, 
contact your county Board 
of Elections. When your 
ballot is accepted by your 
county Board of Elections, 
that information will be 
posted in your voter 
record.” 

You may request a mail-
in ballot but decide not to 
use it, and go vote in per-
son instead. You may not 
do both, as you can only 
vote once. Voter photo 
identification is not re-
quired for the Nov. 3 elec-
tion. 

There has been a slew of 
national articles in the past 
week noting that, with 
North Carolina being the 
first in the nation to insti-
tute mail-in absentee vot-
ing as of Sept. 17, mail-in 
ballots from African Amer-
ican voters are being re-
jected by the SBOE at least 
four times as much as 
those from white North 
Carolina voters. The major-
ity of those rejected ballots 
are because either of a mis-
take or the failure to have 
someone fill out the wit-
ness information. The rea-
son for this has nothing to 
do with color, for many 
young voters make the 
same mistake, experts 
note. 

Mail-in voting is new for 
those groups voting absen-
tee for the first time, and, 
thus, mistakes are made 
during the process. “We’re 
seeing already a lack of fa-
miliarity with the process, 
whether it’s signing the 
ballot or having the witness 
information completed,” 
Catawba College political 
scientist professor Michael 
Bitzer told the website 
FiveThirtyEight, “There 
tends to be a greater 
number from voters who 
were previously in-person 
voters. If you look at the 
numbers [from Sept. 14], 
the ballots denied due to 
incomplete witness infor-

Black 
voters 
and 
mail-in 
ballots

share tools on voter empower-
ment, engagement, registra-
tion, and protection. 

Both presidential candidates 
also were invited. Former Vice 
President Biden accepted the 
invitation; incumbent Pres-
ident Donald Trump did not. 

“It’s not the waking, it’s the 
rising,” Barber said, acknowl-
edging nobody knows what it 
would look like if poor and 
low-wealth people who tradi-
tionally don’t vote did because 
it’s never happened before. 
“You’ve got power. It’s time for 
us to get our heads up and 
straighten out our backs. Let’s 
not leave it on the table. This 
movement is about saving the 
soul of this nation.” 

It depends on the “rejected 
millions” – those without 
health insurance, living wages, 
clean water, and voting protec-
tions – organizing against sys-
temic racism, poverty – and 
vote, he said, adding, “It’s time 
that our cries be turn into vot-
ing because voting is power 
unleashed.”  

The goal is to meet people 
where they are, said Ana Ilar-

Campaign out to shift 
‘balance of voting power’

Now that more Americans 
are awake, it’s time to rise to 
the task of shifting the balance 
of power to change the coun-
try’s political landscape. 
That’s the business of the Poor 
People’s Campaign: A National 
Call for Moral Revival; year-
round, not just when an elec-
tion looms, founder and 
co-chair Bishop William J. 
Barber II said during a virtual 
mid-month rally at Pullen Me-
morial Baptist Church in Ra-
leigh. 

The Campaign, led by Barber 
and the Rev. Liz  Theoharis, is 
a diverse coalition united to 
shift the moral narrative, im-
pact policies and elections at 
local, state, and national 
levels, and build power among 
the nation’s 140 million poor 
and low-wealth people.  

The two-hour virtual as-
sembly, co-hosted by Forward 
Justice, the NAACP Legal De-
fense Fund, and the Cam-
paign’s 43 state coordinating 
committees, was designed to 

raza-Blackburn, tri-chair for 
the N.C. Poor People’s Cam-
paign. “We keep informing the 
community about issues af-
flicting them and how they can 
stand up to those issues; how, 
if people stand together, we 
can be a strong political force 
that lifts the people’s agenda, 
not the politician’s party 
agenda,” she said.  

“The power rises from the 
people. The more people vote, 
the more our agenda lifts up. If 
candidates don’t lift the 
people’s agenda, we take the 
power from the candidate. The 
only way we’re going to do 
that is to wake people up from 
their complacency.” 

Every other Friday since 
spring, the state campaign 
teams with local farmers in 
Durham for Fed-Up, a food dis-
tribution project to help essen-
tial workers make ends meet 
as the nation reels from the 
staggering economic impact of 
the global coronavirus pan-
demic.  

Each time, over 800 boxes of 
fresh fruit and vegetables are 
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Thousands of North Carolina public school students lack a permanent home.
COURTESY

An epidemic in North 
Carolina that 
predates COVID-19

Amber Williams has seen 
better days. But the mother of 
four girls isn’t complaining. 
Her young family has a roof 
over its head at the Urban 
Ministries homeless shelter in 
Durham. There’s food to eat. 
Her middle school-age daugh-
ter has a reliable internet con-
nection to access online 
classes at Lucas Middle School, 
which is holding virtual in-
struction because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “I think 
it’s excellent,” Williams said of 

By Greg Childress  
THE POLICY WATCH 

remote learning. “My daughter 
actually pays attention more 
online. With her mathematics, 
she’s learning more, under-
standing more and even 
breaking it down to tell me 
what’s going on.” 

Williams is working to get 
her 5-year-old daughter en-
rolled in kindergarten. Her two 
older daughters, ages 16 and 
18, live with family and are en-
rolled in school, she said. Be-
cause she’s no longer 
spending long stretches of the 
day working to secure basic 
needs, Williams has found 
time to pursue jobs she hopes 

will free the family from the 
debilitating grip of homeless-
ness. “I’ve got a job interview,” 
she gushed after ending a 
phone call with a potential em-
ployer. 

Williams and her children 
have been homeless for more 
than two years. “We’ve been 
back and forth with family and 
friends,” she said. “We 
reached the point where we 
didn’t want to be a burden to 
anyone, so we called the 
shelter, told them about our 
situation and within a week 
they called us to come live 

Please see HOMELESS/2A



mation, 55% of those 
voters had voted in person 
in 2016.” 

Right now, the number of 
Black rejected ballots is 
less than a thousand, but 
that number can grow rap-
idly if voters are not made 
aware and the ballots 
aren’t corrected.  

Luckily, North Carolina is 
one of a handful of states 
that does allow rejected 

Black voters and mail-in 
ballots must be thorough

mail-in voters to correct 
their mistakes once the 
ballot envelopes are re-
turned. 

Two of the most com-
mon mistakes are the fai-
lure to sign where 
indicated and failure to 
have one witness sign 
where indicated.  

The best advice is, once 
you have received your 
ballot, plan to have your 
witness ready before you 

fill it out. You can either 
mail back your ballot by 
Oct. 27 or drop it off at 
your county Board of Elec-
tions before Nov. 3. 

All ballots will be tracked. 
You can follow your ballot 
status at www.youcan-
vote.org/lookup. For bal-
lots to be accepted, they 
must arrive by 5 p. m. on 
Nov. 3, or be postmarked 
by Nov. 3 and arrive by 
Nov. 6. 

Continued from page 1A
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here.” 
Williams’ daughters are 

among the thousands of 
North Carolina public 
school students who lack a 
permanent home. During 
the 2017-18 school year, 
the last for which data is 
available, 28,873 public 
school students in pre-K 
through 12th grade were 
identified as homeless. 
That was down 420 stu-
dents from the 29,293 
recorded the previous 
school year. 

Williams’ children are 
among the thousands in 
North Carolina enrolled in 
the state’s public schools 
who fit the federal home-
less definition because 
their “primary nighttime 
residence is a supervised 
or publicly operated 
shelter.” Youth are also 
considered homeless when 
they “lack a fixed, regular, 
and nighttime residence” 
or their fixed, regular and 
nighttime residence is a 
“public or private place not 
designed for, or ordinarily 
used as, a regular sleeping 
accommodation for 
human beings” such as a 
car. 

At times, Williams’ chil-
dren have met that part of 
the definition, too. Asked 
how she managed to keep 
the children engaged and 
on task while experiencing 
homelessness, Williams re-
sponded, “Prayer, practice, 
love.” 

Increasing North Carolina 
students are homeless

The state has more 
homeless children than are 
reflected in educational re-
ports, because children too 
young to enroll in school 
aren’t part of the count. 
Throughout the nation, ap-
proximately 1.5 million 
children are considered 
homeless. To put that in 
perspective: That’s about 
the same number of stu-
dents enrolled in all of 
North Carolina’s public 
schools. 

Advocates for the home-
less feared the numbers 
could spike when a federal 
ban on evictions put in 
place in response to the 
pandemic expired. Those 
fears eased somewhat 
when the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion issued a nationwide 
eviction moratorium to ex-
tend the ban through the 
end of the year, but many 
advocates have called this 
action a partial solution at 
best.  

When the pandemic 
forced Gov. Roy Cooper to 
close schools in mid-March 
for in-person instruction, 
educators worried about 
losing track of the state’s 
most vulnerable children. 
The challenges for strug-
gling families, particularly 
those in low-wealth, rural 
districts, have been well 
documented since the pan-
demic upended the 2019-
20 school year. Far too 
many of those families did-
n’t have broadband access 

to connect to remote learn-
ing, and many didn’t have 
the electronic devices that 
would allow them to even 
try. Many of those parents 
are essential, frontline 
workers who earn a living 
working in nursing homes, 
hospitals and grocery 
stores. They don’t have the 
option of working from 
home to guide their child 
through the maze of online 
learning. 

The pandemic also re-
vealed how dependent 
some children and their 
families are on meals pro-
vided by school districts. 
Some districts continued 
to provide food even after 
school buildings closed in 
March. When schools were 
open for in-person instruc-
tion, it was easier for ad-
ministrators and teachers 
to identify students in dis-
tress. Students experienc-
ing homelessness stand 
out. Parents unable to seek 
medical care for a child 
with a lingering illness are 
a good indicator of home-
lessness. And so, too, are 
persistent hunger and 
unclean clothing. 

A student who routinely 
comes to class without 
basic tools such as a pen-
cil, paper or books may 
also signal that a child 
doesn’t have a “fixed, reg-
ular and nighttime res-
idence” or is living in a 
shelter or some other tem-
porary housing. 

 

Continued from page 1A

Website: www.chiefjus-
ticebeasley.com/ 

What characteristics do 
you believe make a good 
judge, and why should 
North Carolinians vote for 
you? 

Judicial experience is an 
asset for service on the 
state’s highest court. I have 
served as a trial judge and 
on both of our state’s ap-
pellate courts, the North 
Carolina Court of Appeals 
and the Supreme Court. A 
good judge follows the law 
and is not swayed by pop-
ular opinion. A good judge 
and a good chief justice is 
courageous: courage to fol-
low the law, courage to not 
bow to the pressure in high 
profile cases, courage to be 
just. I have served 21 years 
as a jurist and was ap-
pointed to serve as the 
chief justice in February 
2019. I have been coura-
geous in entering emer-
gency directives (orders) to 
greatly reduce the number 
of cases we were hearing in 
all of our courts across the 
state [during the health 
pandemic]. As chief jus-
tice, it has been my priority 
to make sure that safety is 
paramount in our more 
than 300 court facilities ac-
ross the state while still al-
lowing courts to handle the 
most emergent needs. 

How will you balance 
being an independent 
judge and an elected offi-
cial? 

I have balanced being an 
independent judge and an 
elected official for 21 
years. I speak nationally in 
favor of an independent ju-
diciary and on fair judicial 
selection. My record dem-
onstrates that I have never 
made a court decision be-
cause of pressure or be-
cause my election lay in 
the balance. I have been 
motivated by addressing 
justice in our courts and 
outside of our courts with 
the many programs I have 

North Carolina Supreme 
Court seat candidates

promoted and begun to ad-
dress access-to-justice is-
sues. 

How has COVID-19 
changed your election cam-
paigning, if at all? 

COVID-19 has greatly im-
pacted my campaign. Nor-
mally I would be traveling 
across the state and meet-
ing with voters. Now all 
campaign events are vir-
tual, which makes it more 
difficult to reach as many 
people. It’s also a lot of fun 
to see old friends and to 
meet new ones, and I miss 
those opportunities. I’m 
also mindful that many are 
facing great challenges be-
cause of COVID-19. I al-
ways want to be respectful 
of those challenges and 
never ask more of people 
than is appropriate. 

Do you believe systemic 
racism permeates our 
criminal justice system? If 
so, how do you plan to dis-
mantle it to ensure equal 
access to justice for all 
North Carolinians under 
the law? 

I am excited that though 
we have seen thousands of 
protesters across North 
Carolina and the nation, 
these challenges allow us 
to address the racial dis-
parities openly and hon-
estly. This opportunity 
allows us as court leaders 
and me as Chief Justice to 
address disparities which 
are supported by evidence-
based data. We can ill af-
ford to discount the 
resounding cry of thou-
sands of North Carolinians 
protesting in our com-
munities. I have developed 
a commission which will 
address racial disparities in 
our courts. In addition, I 
have already started the 
N.C. Faith & Justice Alli-
ance, which is equipped to 
train clergy to identify 
legal issues and allow 
places of worship to host 
legal clinics led by vol-
unteer lawyers. 

  

Supreme Court Senior 
Associate Justice Paul 
Newby  

Party affiliation: Repub-
lican 

Website: www.paul-
newby.com/ 

Note: Newby did not re-
spond to multiple emails 
over a two-week period 
asking for his participation 
in the Policy Watch voter 
guide Q&A. 

Continued from page 1A

not only for COVID-19 when it comes but all other diseases that are out there,” 
Cooper said. 

North Carolina reported a coronavirus positivity rate on Tuesday approaching 
the state’s goal of 5%, with 5.4% of COVID-19 tests coming back positive. The 
rate was as low as 4.6% last week. The state’s daily case count has steadily de-
clined since the start of September, while the number of active hospitalizations 
in the state has held steady around 900. 

 

Cooper releases more 
Phase 3 restrictions
Continued from page 1A

distributed; sometimes, 
Ilarraza-Blackburn said, as 
many as 400 are delivered 
by Campaign volunteers.  

“We’re fed up with being 
taken advantage of and 
being oppressed, but 
we’re also going to be sure 
our people are being fed 
and engage with them 
while we make sure they 
understand their power,” 
she said.  

“It’s a form of meeting 
people where they are but 
also reminding them of 
their power. The same 
people we’re feeding are 
the same people who are 
now volunteering, wanting 
to now find out more 
about policy and what 

Campaign out to shift  
balance of voting power

they can do, who they can 
go to, about why things 
are the way they are. The 
greatest gift is to see 
people realize their 
power.” 

North Carolina isn’t 
without challenges, she 
said. The greatest hurdle: 
calming voters’ fears that 
their ballot won’t be 
counted. In fact, many, 
she said, have vowed to 
walk their ballots in, rather 
than trust the U.S. Postal 
Service.  

Leslie Boyd leads the 
Campaign’s Western Circle 
from the Asheville area. 
She also is one of its advo-
cates for health care, the 
issue that resonates most 
after having lost her 33-

year-old son to colon 
cancer 12 years ago after 
being denied – when it was 
still legal – preventative 
procedures because his 
was a preexisting con-
dition. 

“The vote is so impor-
tant,” said Boyd, 67, who 
joined the Moral Monday 
movement in 2018 before 
it expanded into the Poor 
People’s Campaign. 
“There are so many issues 
to work on because every-
thing’s broken right now. 
But if we don’t win the 
election, we can’t fix any-
thing. That’s the emer-
gency right now.” 

 
 

**** 

Continued from page 1A
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CDC drops controversial 
advice that caused outcry

NEW YORK — U.S. health 
officials have dropped a 
controversial piece of coro-
navirus guidance and said 
anyone who has been in 
close contact with an in-
fected person should get 
tested. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention es-
sentially returned to its 
previous testing guidance, 
getting rid of language 
posted last month that said 
people didn’t need to get 
tested if they didn’t feel 
sick.  

That change had set off a 
rash of criticism from 
health experts who 
couldn’t fathom why the 
nation’s top public health 
agency would say such a 
thing amid the pandemic. 

It was “not consistent 
with the basic principles of 
controlling an epidemic,” 
said Dr. Silvia Chiang, a pe-
diatric infectious diseases 
expert at Brown University 
who applauded the 
change. 

The CDC now says 
anyone who has been 
within 6 feet of an infected 
person for at least 15 mi-

nutes should get a test. In a 
statement, the agency 
called the changes a “clari-
fication” that was needed 
“due to the significance of 
asymptomatic and pre-
symptomatic transmis-
sion.” 

Agency officials declined 
additional comment. 
Health officials were eva-
sive about why they had 
made the change in Au-
gust, and some outside ob-
servers speculated it was 
forced on the CDC by polit-
ical appointees within the 
Trump administration. 

At the time, administra-
tion officials said the lan-
guage originated at the 
CDC, but the decision came 
out of meetings of the 
White House coronavirus 
task force. Dr. Brett Giroir, 
an assistant secretary at 
the Department of Health 
and Human Services, said 
many federal leaders out-
side the agency were in-
volved in “lots of editing, 
lots of input.” He said it 
was difficult to attribute 
the final language to any 
one source. 

The New York Times, cit-
ing internal federal doc-
uments and unnamed 
sources, reported that the 

guidance was placed on the 
CDC’s website over the ob-
jections of agency scien-
tists. Public health experts 
have noted that testing the 
contacts of infected people 
is a core element of efforts 
to keep outbreaks in check, 
and that a large percentage 
of those infected with the 
coronavirus exhibit no 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

The CDC’s chief, Dr. Rob-
ert Redfield, issued a state-
ment shortly after the 
controversy erupted that 
did little to clarify why the 
change was deemed nec-
essary. The main intent 
seemed to be to assure 
state health officials that 
they could continue to rec-
ommend that all close con-
tacts be tested if they felt 
that was wisest, despite the 
website language that said 
it was not necessary. 

During a U.S. Senate hear-
ing, Redfield continued to 
defend the language that 
was dropped. He said the 
August changes had been 
“misinterpreted,” and were 
part of an effort to increase 
engagement by doctors 
and local health officials in 
the handling of potential 
illness clusters. 

 

By Mike Stobbe 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

BASKERVILLE, Va. – In a 
highly offensive move, 
John Deere has set up its 
own coalition to represent 
black farmers, in an appar-
ent effort to sidestep the 
boycott the National Black 
Farmers Association 
launched last week, associ-
ation president John Boyd 
declared, in announcing 
that the 116,000-member 
group's boycott of Deere 
will continue.  

After years of discrim-
ination and inequitable 
treatment by the iconic 
company, Boyd said the 
boycott was intended to 
draw attention to John 
Deere's unfairness and 
gain respect and better re-
sponsiveness for black 
farmers.   

He charged that the com-
pany declines to partici-
pate in the NBFA's annual 
conference or display new 
equipment and parts as it 
does at other agricultural 
industry events. After 
black farmers purchase 
from Deere, the company 
responds slowly, if at all, to 
calls for service on its 
equipment and shuts 
down its tractors by com-
puter connections if 
owners try to make repairs 
themselves.  

"Announcement in re-
sponse to the National 
Black Farmers Associa-
tion's call for a boycott 
against John Deere, a mul-
tibillion-dollar global behe-
moth, that it will create a 

Black Farm Group to 'pre-
serve heirs' rights in rural 
communities, while also 
expanding additional work 
needed to improve the 
livelihoods of Black 
farmers' is one of the most 
offensive and egregious 
corporate missteps I have 
ever witnessed," Boyd said. 
"This is the equivalent of 
being rightly criticized on 
the facts by groups like the 
ADL and UnidosUS, then 
creating groups to replace 
them." 

Boyd said the company 
that rakes in "billions of 
dollars a year is paying 
more money to consult-
ants to blow up my phone 
line than it would cost 
them to provide inclusion 
and equality to their agri-
culture equipment cus-
tomers who are black. Our 
boycott will continue and 
grow stronger." 

Boyd  said Deere has 
demonstrated its apparent 
ill will against the NBFA 
leadership by maneuvering 
around the association to 
form a group called LEAP, 
an acronym for "Leader-
ship, Education, Advocacy 
and Production Systems." 

It includes such disparate 
and non-farming member 
groups as the NAACP, to 
which Deere has donated 
in the past, and the Thur-
good Marshall College 
Fund, whose only connec-
tion to the NBFA complaint 
is that Marc Howze, an ad-
ministrative officer of 
Deere, is a board member 

of the Marshall Fund.  
Boyd said the Deere com-

pany's claim that it has 
"supported the National 
Black Farmers Association 
through participation in 
the 2019 annual confer-
ence," is false.  

NBFA members and con-
ference attendees saw no 
such support, he said. 
Boyd's statement included 
an email message from 
Deere representative An-
drez Carberry, the com-
pany's head of Global 
Talent Supply and Diver-
sity and Inclusion, declin-
ing to participate or 
display any equipment at 
the Nov. 1-2 conference in 
Prattville, Alabama.  

Andrez wrote: "We could 
not make it happen for dis-
play or personnel."  

Update: John Deere 
reached out to us with the 
following statement about 
the National Black Farmers 
Association and to share 
this press release: 
https://www.blackenter-
prise.com/national-black-
farmers-association-calls-f
or-boycott-of-john-deere/. 

"The boycott against 
John Deere will continue as 
we ask our NBFA members, 
African partners and allies 
to stop buying John Deere 
tractors, implements, 
mowers and parts," Boyd 
said.  

"We remain open to new 
relationships with com-
panies who value the work 
of NBFA members." 

 

Black farmers’ boycott 
against John Deere will  
continue on

PR NEWSWIRE

BUSINESS BRIEFS
EXPO 
Triangle Career Expo 

virtual recruiting event is 
Oct. 8, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Employers are also in-
vited to participate. Visit 
durhamnc.gov. 

 
JOB FAIR 
Dress for Success Tri-

angle NC will host a vir-
tual job fair Oct. 16 at 10 
a.m. Register at 

www.crowdcast.io/e/job
-fair/register. 

 
OPENING 
* Ashley HomeStore 

near Southpoint Mall 
held a grand opening last 
week. The store is in the 
former Babies R Us in the 
Renaissance Center on 
Fayetteville Road. 

 
 

RENOVATION 
Comfort Inn University 

Durham-Chapel Hill has 
completed a full ren-
ovation. The hotel is at 
3508 Mt. Moriah Road, 
five miles from Duke and 
UNC. 

 
Send business briefs to 

info@triangletribune.com 

RALEIGH – The deadline 
to register to vote in North 
Carolina is Oct. 9, and ad-
vocacy groups are racing 
to get the word out with six 
weeks left before the No-
vember election.  

Ricky Leung, communi-
cations and outreach direc-
tor at North Carolina Asian 
Americans Together, said 
he's especially worried 
about young people mis-
sing the voter registration 
deadline. Young voters are 
still less likely to vote than 
any other age group. 

Youth voter registration a 
concern amid pandemic

Leung said the pandemic 
has stalled voter outreach 
efforts geared toward 
young people. "This year, 
with a lot of campuses 
going remote, it's harder to 
get in touch with a lot of 
young people," Leung said. 

Leung said his organiza-
tion will be hosting virtual 
events all week long, in-
cluding a youth phone 
bank and virtual Q&A ses-
sions over Zoom and Insta-
gram live.  

According to the State 
Board of Elections, over  7 
million registered voters 
are in North Carolina. 
Leung said, traditionally, 

voter registration among 
Asian Americans has been 
lower than the general 
population. 

"What our organization 
does is translating a lot of 
voter educational material, 
sending out mailers to 
Asian American voters 
throughout the state in 
order to make sure our 
communities have the in-
formation they need to get 
out the vote," he said. 

North Carolinians can 
register to vote online 
through the state Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles 
website.  

 

By Nadia Ramlagan 
N.C. NEWS SERVICE 
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Call 919.688.9408
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HEALTH SERVICES        
ATTENTION DIABETICS!  Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters and more!  To learn 
more, call now!  855-667-9944

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, NO risk! 
We've recovered millions. Let us help you!! Call 24/7, 
844-641-0129

High-Speed Internet. We instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the best service for your 
needs. Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. Call 1-866-925-1505

AARP AUTO INSURANCE 
FROM THE HARTFORD

TO SPEAK WITH AN AGENT AND REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE CALL THE HARTFORD TO SEE 

HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-664-2305

AUTO INSURANCE

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers 
and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance 
policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this 
insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 
1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; 
TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details. 

844-496-8601

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the 
services you’re most likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/ncpress

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – 
GUARANTEED!
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FINANCING*

SENIOR &
MILITARY
DISCOUNTS0% %

OFF15AND!

Promo Number: 285
1-877-649-1190FREE ESTIMATES!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 
8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

*Contact us for additional details

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INTERNET

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical Community College is 
now accepting applications for the following position: 
Communication Instructor (10 month). Senior Network 
Communications Technician.  Part-time Success 
Coach (Grant Funded). For detailed information and 
to apply, please visit our employment portal at: 
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/. Human 
Resources Office Phone: (910) 678-7342. Internet: 
http://www.faytechcc.edu. An Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

JOBS WANTED

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM!  Train ONLINE to 
get the skills to become a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now!  Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified applicants.  Call CTI 
for details!  Call 833-990-0354.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

MEDICAL SERVICES              

Go Solar with SunPower!
1-888-608-4267

HOME SOLAR

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 844-213-
6711

TIMESHARE

Barnhill Contracting Company will be bidding on the 
following project on Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 10:00 AM. 
 
ST-306 City of Durham Road Rebuild 2020 
This project consists of rejuvenation, repair, and repaving 
of various streets within the City of Durham consisting of 
the following quantities: +/- 29,754 TN of Superpave 
Asphalt, +/- 800 LF of curb repair, +/- 94 manhole and 
watervalve adjustments, +/- 96,000 SY of asphalt milling, 
+/- 4,788 TN of ABC stone stabilization, thermoplastic 
pavement markings, +/- 2,000 LF of inductive loop sawcut, 
and 2,990 SY of seeding and mulching.  
 
We are interested in receiving quotes on any portion of work for 
this project by 10:00 AM Monday, October 5, 2020. 
 
Plans and specifications of the proposed work can be 
viewed on the City of Durham’s Website at  
https://durhamnc.gov/4305/ST-306-Road-Rebuilding-2020 
 
Please contact Brian Harrington at (919)785-9179 in our 
Raleigh office should you have any questions. 

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

JANITORIAL SERVICES FOR DURHAM COUNTY 
RFP No. 21-011 

 
The County of Durham will receive proposals for qualified 
Contractor(s) to establish a contract to provide Janitorial 
Services on November 3, 2020 at 2:00 P.M Eastern Time, in the 
Durham County Purchasing Division, 201East Main Street, 7th 
Floor, Durham, North Carolina 27701. No proposals will be 
accepted after the official time and date. 
 
A Pre-Proposal Conference will be held at 10:00 A.M. 
Eastern Time, on October 15, 2020, located in Durham County 
Purchasing Division’s Conference Room, 201 East Main Street,  
7th Floor, Durham, North Carolina 27701. 
 
A Site Visits will be conducted immediately following the Pre-
Proposal Conference on Thursday, October 15, 2020 and 
Friday, October 16, 2020. 
 
An electronic copy of this Request for Proposal (RFP) can be 
obtained from Durham County’s eBid System located under 

Bid Opportunities at 
http://www.dconc.gov/government/departments- 

f-z/finance/bid-opportunities.  
 
Proposers can download a copy of the solicitation and all 
addenda without registering in the system. However, in order to 
automatically receive email notifications of solicitations and 
addenda issued by the Purchasing Division, Proposers MUST 
register in the eBid system. 
 
The County reserves the right to accept or reject, in whole or in 
part, such proposals as appears in its judgment to be in the best 
interest of the County.

Barnhill Contracting Company will be bidding on the 
following project on Friday, October 9, 2020 at 10:00 AM. 
 
ST-311 2021 City of Durham Street Repairs and Repaving 
This project consists of resurfacing various streets within 
the City of Durham consisting of the following quantities: 
+/- 40,086 TN of Superpave Asphalt, +/- 788 manhole and 
watervalve adjustments, +/- 246,251 SY of asphalt milling, 
+/- 13,097 TN of pavement patching, thermoplastic 
pavement markings, +/- 8,250 LF of inductive loop sawcut, 
and 6,000 SY of seeding and mulching.  
 
We are most interested in receiving quotes on any portion of 
work for this project by 10:00 AM Thursday, October 8, 
2020. 
 
Plans and specifications of the proposed work can be 
viewed on the City of Durham’s Website at  
https://durhamnc.gov/4313/ST-311-Street-Repair-
Repaving-2021 
 
Please contact Brian Harrington at (919)785-9179 in our 
Raleigh office should have any questions. 

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-877-920-7405 (some restrictions 
apply)

Applying for Social Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied Claim?   

 
Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-888-989-4947! FREE Consultations. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide 
 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

MISCELLANEOUS

Donate your car, truck or van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-1516

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  877-898-3840

BOY SCOUT COMPENSATION FUND - Anyone that was 
inappropriately touched by a Scout leader deserves 
justice and financial compensation!  Victims may be 
eligible for a significant cash settlement.  Time to file is 
limited.  Call Now!  919-802-7784

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE. Have your 
product idea developed affordably by the Research 
& Development pros and presented to 
manufacturers.  Call 1-844-348-2206 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a free consultation.

thanks to science, ED can be optional!

try himsnow.com/nc

connect with a doctor online on the hims platform and, if 
approved by the doctor, get access to product backed by 
science to treat erectile dysfunction

free 
online 
visit

prescribed online
delivered directly to 

     your door, if approved 
     by the doctor

  no need to go to the 
   doctor’s offi  ce

avoid waiting in line 
     at the pharmacy

ORDER NOW! 1.855.247.9392 ask for 64185ZKX

www.OmahaSteaks.com/meals265

*Savings shown over aggregated single 
item base price. Standard S&H applies. 
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 10/31/20

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons

8 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)

4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

8 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks

4 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes

4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

$296.87* separately

$12999GET THE OMAHA STEAKS CLASSIC
INTRODUCTORY PRICE:

PLUS YOURS FREE 
4 more Burgers & 4 more Chicken Breasts

AS SEEN ON

TV®

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-844-902-2362

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back 
guarantee! 919-348-4840

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. $40 OFF with coupon 86407! 
Restrictions apply. 844-401-1673

MISC/SALE

Stay in your home longer with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including a 
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-393-3307 or visit 
www.walkintubquote.com/nc

MISC/SALE

ORDER NOW! 1.855.247.9392 ask for 64185ZKX

www.OmahaSteaks.com/meals265

*Savings shown over aggregated single 
item base price. Standard S&H applies. 
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 10/31/20

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons

8 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)

4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

8 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks

4 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes

4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

$296.87* separately

$12999GET THE OMAHA STEAKS CLASSIC
INTRODUCTORY PRICE:

PLUS YOURS FREE 
4 more Burgers & 4 more Chicken Breasts
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AROUND THE TRIANGLE
RALEIGH 
GARDEN 
Juniper Level Botanic 

Garden is this weekend 
Sept. 25-27 on NC State’s 
campus. 

 
LIVING WAGE 
A Zoom panel on paying 

a living wage in Wake 
County is Sept. 30, 7-8:10 
p.m. Register at 
us02web.zoom.us/webi-
nar/register. 

 
FESTIVAL 
The annual Raleigh Film 

& Arts Festival is virtual 
Oct. 2-4. Visit www.raleigh-
filmandartfestival.com. 

 
RODEO 
Get Out to Vote Food 

Truck Rodeo is Oct. 3, 
noon to 4 p.m., 1214 E. Le-
noir St. 

 
COMMUNITY 
The third “It’s A Black 

Thang” community event 
is Oct. 3, 2-7 p.m., Roberts 
Park. 

 
TOWN HALL 
Jessica Holmes, a candi-

date for Commissioner of 
Labor, is hosting a virtual 
town hall Oct. 7, 7-8 p.m. 
Visit her Facebook page to 
register. 

 
MOVIES 
Friday Blockbuster Movie 

Night is Oct. 9, 6-10 p.m., 

Compass Rose Brewery, 
3201 Northside Dr., #101.  

 
FUNDRAISER 
The Alzheimer’s Associa-

tion Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s is Oct. 10. To 
learn more, visit 
act.alz.org/triangle or call 
800-272-3900. 

 
CARY 
FESTIVAL 
Cary Film Festival is vir-

tual this year. Runs Sept. 
24-27 with 31 films. Visit 
thecarytheater.com. 

 
WESTERN DEMS 
Western Wake Democrats 

will hold their next meet-
ing Sept. 30 via Zoom. 
RSVP at 
www.meetup.com/West-
ern-Wake-Dems. 

 
DURHAM 
DOCUMENTARY 
The story of Chuck Berry, 

as told by his family and 
friends, is now showing at 
the Carolina Theatre 
through Oct. 1. Tickets at 
carolinatheatre.org. 

 
CONCERT 
Aaron Diehl will perform 

piano in concert Oct. 3, 8 
p.m. online. Tickets at 
dukeperformances.duke.e
du. 

 
CANCER 
A virtual breast cancer 

101 seminar is Oct. 8, 6:30-
7:45 p.m. Register at 
niehs.nih.gov/whad. 

 
GALA 
Komen NC Triangle will 

host its virtual Together 
We Thrive gala for meta-
static breast cancer re-
search Oct. 10, 7-8 p.m. 
Tickets at one.bidpal.net. 

 
CHAPEL HILL 
FILM 
2020 Diaspora Festival of 

Black and Independent 
Film’s next virtual screen-
ing is “AN ACT OF TER-
ROR” Oct. 1, 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Register at 
apps.research.unc.edu/eve
nts. 

 
FELLOWSHIP 
The Stone Center is ac-

cepting applications for its 
spring 2021 Sean Douglas 
Leadership Fellowship for 
UNC undergraduate stu-
dents. Visit 
stonecenter.unc.edu.  
Deadline: Oct. 2. 

 
HOUSING 
Town of Chapel Hill is 

taking applications to 
create affordable housing 
opportunities. Visit 
https://bit.ly/32zt4oy. 
Deadline: Oct. 2. 

* The Town is also seek-
ing advisory board 
members. Apply at 
www.townofchapelhill.org. 

Left to right: Faines, Lewis and the Rev. Louis Boykin
COURTESY

Man of the Year
The Baldwin Branch Missionary Baptist Church Laymen League selected its 

2020-21 man of the year on Sept. 20 during its virtual men’s conference. Kyle E. 
Lewis was virtually presented by Gregory Faines, 2019-20 man of the year. Lewis 
is the son of the late Edward L. and Veronda Stanley Lewis.

CHARLOTTE — Too 
many people these days 
claim that God does not 
exist.  

They question Christian 
teachings, they refute the 
Word of God, and they 
challenge the impassioned 
assertions of theologians 
and others about all that 
the Lord has given His 
people, and about all that 
He is. 

Clearly, they have not yet 
heard Frank Turek speak 
about God’s love.  

At the premier event on 
Christian Apologetics from 
Southern Evangelical Semi-
nary next month, Turek, 
with his customary convic-
tion and passion, will ad-
dress attendees on the 
theme of “Hold Fast to 
Love.”  

And, as with every ses-
sion in this year’s bold vir-
tual conference, it’s a 
can’t-miss event. Turek, a 
leading apologetics expert 
as well as an award-win-
ning author and radio host, 
has been outspoken about 
the Christian faith for 
years, including on his 
podcast, “Cross Examined 
with Dr. Frank Turek” — 
and his work has turned 
doubters to believers. Im-
portantly, he emphasizes 
that all those who doubt 
Jesus “need to start doubt-
ing their doubts,” as he’s 

told many college students 
in lectures and appear-
ances.  

Evangelical leader Rich-
ard Land, president of 
Southern Evangelical Semi-
nary, recently announced 
that the SES’s 27th annual 
National Conference on 
Christian Apologetics will 
be held virtually from Oct. 
12-17, and will feature a 
record-breaking 75 
speakers. “SES will make 
the most of the virtual ex-
perience in 2020 and bring 
even more speakers and 
sessions to new and vet-
eran attendees,” he said. 
“We’re looking forward to 
being able to welcome 
many from all over the 
country who will be able to 
tune in virtually for this an-
nual significant event.” 

This year’s conference 
will focus on the theme of 
“Hold Fast” on such com-
pelling core issues as truth, 
faith, and human dignity. A 
complete list can be found 
at conference.ses.edu. 

As part of the new ap-
proach, plenary and break-
out sessions will be live 
streamed, and recordings 
will be posted back to each 
session within 48-72 hours 
for on-demand viewing. 
Importantly, attendees will 
have exclusive access to 
more than 100 hours of 
content for at least three 
months. 

Land, a prominent voice 
on religion and ethics in 
both academia and the 
media, recently published 
compelling op-eds in The 
Christian Post, The Ten-
nessean and Townhall.com 
that addressed — both 
forthrightly and spiritually 
— the racial division and 
violent unrest that our 
country has experienced 
this spring and summer. 
Among other salient 
points, he emphasized in 
these pieces the impor-
tance of declaring for abso-
lute clarity that “all 
humans are created equal. 
This is natural law.” 

Land explores these and 
many other timely and crit-
ical topics in his daily radio 
feature, “Bringing Every 
Thought Captive,” as well 
as in his weekly column for 
The Christian Post, where 
he serves as executive edi-
tor. Land also teaches 
classes at SES on a regular 
basis. Recently, he taught a 
live-streaming ethics class, 
discussing key issues with 
students from the perspec-
tive of biblical truth and 
natural law. Later this fall, 
the SES will offer a new 
class on “Christian Theol-
ogy, Social Justice, and 
Racism.”  

To learn more about this 
year’s NCCA virtual confer-
ence, visit 
conference.ses.edu. 

Does God exist?
STAFF REPORTS 

DURHAM – The willing-
ness of left-leaning reli-
gious congregations to 
engage in political activity 
has spiked in the Trump 
era, new research shows.  

In particular, many 
American congregations 
report becoming substan-
tially more involved in im-
migration issues, likely in 
response to the admin-
istration’s controversial, 
hardline stances. 

And Black Protestant con-
gregations report a surge 
in political activity since 
2012, perhaps in reaction 
to the ongoing and increas-
ingly visible abuse of Black 
men by police, the article 
found.  

“Congregations of all 
sorts have become more 
politically active since 
1998, but, since 2012, the 
political mobilization of 
congregations on the left 
has increased more than 
on the right; this is espe-
cially true of Black congre-
gations,” said Mark 
Chaves, a Duke University 
professor of sociology, re-
ligious studies and divin-
ity, and co-author of the 
new study. “Some of this 
increase in recent years is 
clearly a response to 
Trump administration pol-
icies.” 

The clearest sign of this, 
Chaves said, is increased 
lobbying and demonstrat-
ing by self-described polit-
ically liberal churches on 
immigration. Only 5% did 
that in 2012; in 2018-19, it 
was 40%. 

The new study derives its 
data from the National 
Congregations Study, a na-
tionally representative 

sample of congregations 
across the religious spec-
trum. Roughly 1,200 
leaders of churches, syn-
agogues, mosques, and 
Hindu and Buddhist tem-
ples are interviewed for the 
survey, which Chaves has 
directed since its inception 
in 1998. 

The new, peer-reviewed 
study, co-authored by Uni-
versity of Notre Dame so-
ciologist Kraig Beyerlein, 
will appear in the De-
cember issue of the Journal 
for the Scientific Study of 
Religion.  

The most recent round of 
survey data was collected 
in 2018-19 and found that 
49% of congregations en-
gaged in at least one of the 
political activities the sur-
vey has asked about since 
it began in 1998, when 
only 41% reported engag-
ing in at least one of those 
activities. Those activities 
include get-out-the-vote ef-
forts; distribution of voter 
guides; voter registration; 
marches; political discus-
sions; lobbying of elected 
officials; hosting political 
candidates to speak; and 
offering political opportu-
nities during worship.  

Of those, getting out the 
vote and distributing voter 
guides were most popular, 
with about one-quarter of 
congregations engaging in 
each of those efforts, ac-
cording to the survey.  

“I think two factors are 
driving the spike in Black 
Protestant churches’ polit-
ical activity,” said Beyer-
lein, who directs Notre 
Dame’s Center for the 
Study of Religion and Soci-
ety. “One is police violence 
against young Black men. 

The other factor is likely a 
response to the Trump ad-
ministration. After all, 
most members of Black 
Protestant churches sup-
port and vote for the Dem-
ocratic Party, and almost 
certainly do not see this 
administration as on their 
side. The rise reflects, in 
part, the historical legacy 
of the Black church's mobi-
lization to fight racism, 
such as this religious insti-
tution doing so during the 
U.S. civil rights movement 
of the 1960s.” 

As nonprofit organiza-
tions, churches can engage 
in education efforts related 
to politics but risk losing 
their tax-exempt status if 
they endorse political can-
didates. In 2017, President 
Trump signed an executive 
order he said would loosen 
restrictions on free speech 
by religious organizations. 
It did not, however, over-
turn the Johnson Amend-
ment, the law banning 
tax-exempt organizations 
like churches from engag-
ing in explicitly partisan 
political speech and activ-
ities.  

If it had done so, the re-
sult may have had unin-
tended consequences by 
encouraging more political 
activity by liberal congre-
gations than by conserva-
tive congregations, 
according to the study 
data.  

Trump’s hardline im-
migration policies since 
taking office in 2017 ap-
pear to have prompted ac-
tion, especially among 
religious minority and left-
leaning predominantly 
white congregations.  

 

More progressive churches 
get politically active

DUKE NEWS COMMUNICATIONS

BOOK
Badass Black Girl 

Quotes, Questions and 
Affirmations for Teens 

By M.J. Fievre 
 
Inspiration for strong, 

fearless women. Badass 
black female trailblazers 
who accomplished re-
markable things in litera-
ture, entertainment, 
education, STEM, busi-
ness, military and govern-
ment services, politics and 
law, activism, sports, spir-
ituality, and more. 

Explore the many facets 
of your identity through 
hundreds of big and small 
questions. Fievre tackles 
topics such as family and 
friends, school and ca-
reers, body image, and 

celebrates girl power and 
honors the strength and 
spirit of black girls. 

Change the way you view 
the world. This journal 
provides words of encour-
agement that seek not just 
to inspire, but to ignite 
discussion and debate 
about the world. Girls, 
especially, are growing up 
in a world that tries to tell 
them how to look and act. 
Fievre encourages readers 
to fight the flow and deter-
mine for themselves who 
they want to be. 

Quotes, questions, and 
affirmations for teens to 
help you: 

* Build and boost your 
self-esteem with powerful 
affirmations 

stereotypes in this journal 
designed for teenage girls. 
By reflect-
ing on 
t h e s e 
t o p i c s , 
r e a d e r s 
confront 
the issues 
that can 
hold them 
back from 
living their 
lives. 

Embrace authenticity 
and celebrate who you are. 
Finding the courage to live 
as you are is not easy, so 
here’s a journal designed 
to help readers nurture 
their creativity, self-moti-
vation, and positive self-
awareness. This journal 

DJ Jazzy Jeff talks ‘Fresh 
Prince’ reunion, mansion
By Jonathan Landrum 

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — DJ Jazzy 
Jeff knew “The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air” made a 
mark in television history 
after filming six seasons 
during the mid-’90s, but he 
thought the show’s pop-
ularity would eventually 
fizzle out at some point. 

So far, that hasn’t hap-
pened. The NBC sitcom 
starring Will Smith has 
grown more popular over 
three decades with the 
help of its catchy theme 
song, enduring social 
themes and comedy. The 
show starred Smith as a 
street-smart teen from 
Philadelphia who moved 
into his aunt and uncle’s 
home in the wealthy Bel-
Air neighborhood of Los 
Angeles. 

DJ Jazzy Jeff played the 
recurring role of Smith’s 
best friend named Jazz. 
The show also starred Ta-
tyana Ali, Alfonso Ribeiro, 
Karyn Parsons, Joseph Mar-
cell, Daphne Maxwell Reid 
and James Avery, who 
played Uncle Phil. The 
show became a cultural 
phenomenon, and now it’s 
being celebrated in a vari-
ety of ways. The original 
cast of “The Fresh Prince” 
will reunite for the show’s 
30th anniversary, which 
will air on HBO Max around 
Thanksgiving. The un-
scripted special will take a 
look back on the impact of 
the series since it debuted 
in 1990. 

Separately, Los Angeles 
County residents will have 

a chance to stay at the 
show’s iconic mansion — 
which is located in Brent-
wood, not Bel-Air — 
through Airbnb. The 
master wing of the home 
will be available to rent for 
five one-night stays start-
ing in early October at the 
affordable rate of $30, to 
celebrate the anniversary. 
Mega-fans might even 
book DJ Jazzy Jeff for a vir-
tual mixing lesson at the 
mansion. 

In a recent interview, DJ 
Jazzy Jeff spoke to The As-
sociated Press about the 
show’s relevance, his fon-
dest memories on set and 
his virtual deejay experi-
ence being offered for 
those staying at “The Fresh 
Prince” mansion. 

AP: Are you surprised by 
how relevant the show still 
is today? 

Jeff: I grew up with my 
favorite TV shows, and at a 
point in time, they just 
kind of faded away. So for 
30 something years, I’m 
wondering, ‘Is this the year 
“Fresh Prince” is going to 
fade away?’ Not because 
you want it to, but because 
of the natural laws of 
things. For this show to 
jump from one generation 
to another — there are fans 
that weren’t even born 
when the show came on. 
You can’t plan that. 

AP: What brought the 
cast together? 

Jeff: Once quarantine 
happened, and we were on 
lockdown, Will (Smith) 
came up with the idea of 
getting the cast together on 
a Zoom call. That was the 

tipping point. People were 
like ‘Oh my God, all of 
them are there. All of them 
are having conversations.’ 
That’s what got the ball 
rolling. 

AP: Did things come to-
gether fairly quickly after 
the call? 

Jeff: I know we did the 
Zoom call and then all of a 
sudden, we got a call like 
‘Hey, we’re doing this re-
union. And you got to 
come to L.A.’ I was like ‘OK, 
we’re all coming?’ I think 
through the lockdown, we 
didn’t know what we were 
allowed to do or what was 
going to happen. But it was 
absolutely amazing the 
amount of safety precau-
tions that they took to get 
everybody together. 

AP: What were your fon-
dest memories from the 
show? 

Jeff: We were family. We 
all hung out in each other’s 
dressing room and 
laughed and joked. James 
Avery, rest in peace, he 
was a humongous jazz 
head. He would give me 
CDs every week. He was 
the one that would tell me 
about traveling. So to have 
that type of relationship, 
especially with me being 
the person who was the 
most non-traditional actor 
on that show, I felt ex-
tremely comfortable. 

AP: What can people ex-
pect from your hour-long 
Airbnb experience? 

Jeff: We’re going to take 
this virtual and invite 
some people in. I’m going 
to give you the running of 
the ropes of how it’s done. 



Claflin student-athlete Faith 
McKie has made it to the NCAA’s 
top 30 finalists for 2020 woman 
of the year. 

The 2020 Miss CIAA was a 
three-sport athlete (indoor and 
outdoor track and field, and 
cross country), as well as a 
member of Chi Alpha Sigma Na-
tional College Athlete Honor So-
ciety. 

“The 30 honorees selected this 
year excelled in the classroom 
and in competition while also re-
maining committed to serving 
their peers and communities,” 
said Suzette McQueen, CIAA sen-
ior associate commissioner for 
external relations and strategic 
marketing/senior woman admin-
istrator. “These outstanding 
women represent the thousands 
of diverse and talented women 
competing in college sports each 
year, and we’re proud to rec-
ognize their achievements on 
and off the field.” 

The 30 honorees were selected 
from 605 nominees, which was 
then narrowed to 161 and now 
30. The list will be trimmed to 
nine next month. 

• In the MEAC, Florida A&M’s 
Alelee Figueroa also made the 
top 30 list. Figueroa is the 2019-
20 MEAC woman of the year. 

 
NCCU teams up with  
Boys & Girls Clubs 
North Carolina Central coaches 

and student-athletes have 
teamed up with the Durham Bulls 
and Blue Cross and Blue Shield to 
deliver prepared meals to the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Durham 
and Orange Counties for six 
weeks. The outreach program 
ends Oct. 16. 

“It is important that our stu-
dent-athletes and coaches con-
tinue to serve our community, 
especially during this time of 
need,” athletic director Ingrid 
Wicker McCree said. “This initia-
tive is in alignment with our 
strategic goals of not only help-
ing our student-athletes stay 
healthy but those in our region as 
well.” 

 
FAMU settles lawsuit 
Former Florida A&M men’s bas-

ketball coach Clemon Johnson 
reached a settlement with the 
university for $125,000.  

Johnson sued FAMU in 2015 for 
wrongful termination in the three 
year of a four-year contract. He 
earned $150,000 a year. 

 
How much you say? 
MastersInCommunications.org 

released a study this week on col-
leges where communications 
majors earn the most and least. 
Bad news for two HBCUs: Shaw 
was No. 1 with a median salary of 
$14,900 – the lowest of all. 
Johnson C. Smith was tied for 
third lowest at $16,900 median 
salary.  

Grambling State has the highest 
debt-to-income ratio: 2.41. 
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Claflin’s 
McKie  
finalist for 
NCAA 
award

North Carolina Central is 
holding its own in a corona-
virus fight that just won’t 
quit. 

Chancellor Johnson O. 
Akinleye reported at Wed-
nesday’s Board of Trustees 
meeting that the univer-
sity’s overall revenue was 
up 8.9% from a year ago, and 
only 24 students had been 
isolated due to COVID-19. 

Akinleye thanked the ef-
forts of the entire university 
staff, and athletic director 
Ingrid Wicker McCree and 
her staff in particular for 
their cost-cutting moves. 

We all know athletics 
either can be a 
boom or a bust 
for an institu-
tion, and this 
year is espe-
cially challeng-
ing with all 
MEAC fall 
sports moving 
to the spring. 
But no sports 
has also meant 
no travel costs, 

which is one of, if not the 
biggest expense for HBCUs 
and other mid-major and 
smaller programs.  

Still, the pinch is being felt. 
According to minutes from 
the June board meeting, the 
2019-20 budget revenue fell 
in every category due to the 
discontinuation of season 
ticket sales, parking, cabana 
sales and facility rentals, 
and a reduction in the 
NCAA’s distribution. 

McCree wrote in her report 
that the department has 
done a “thorough assess-
ment of all operational, 
sports sponsorship and per-
sonnel” in order to decrease 
the 2020-21 budget by $2.8 
million. A reduction in staff-
ing and reducing opera-
tional budgets by up to 30% 
has begun.  

Fifteen positions will be 
eliminated. A question was 
asked how many of the jobs 
were vacant. The answer: 8. 
The rest will occur either 
through layoffs or retire-
ment. 

 
“Get your ice cold  
Bud H-E-E-E-R-E!” 
The athletics department 

requested and received ap-
proval  to sell beer and wine 
at home football, and 
women’s and men’s basket-
ball games beginning this 
fall. To reiterate, that’s beer 
and wine, no mixed drinks. 

With football not starting 
until the spring, this puts 
even more pressure on 
coaches Trisha Stafford-
Odom and LeVelle Moton. A 
winning team brings in 
more fans, and happy 
people love to drink.  

 
Move over football 
Division I women’s and 

men’s basketball practice 
will begin Oct. 14 – and not 
a moment too soon. The 
NCAA set the regular season 
opening date on Nov. 25 – 
the day before Thanksgiving 
– with no exhibition games 
or closed scrimmages al-
lowed before then. The nor-
mal start date is Nov. 10. 

The later start also brings 
a reduction in games.  
Women’s basketball can 
compete in a maximum of 
25 regular season games, 
provided they don’t partici-
pate in a tournament of 
some sort. Men can play 25 
games and still play in one 
tourney for two contests.  

 
FCS playoffs reduction 
The NCAA also moved all 

DI fall championships to the 
spring. For Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision teams, 
this means fewer chances to 
earn an at-large bid to the 
FCS playoffs. The associa-
tion reduced the number of 
eligible teams from 24 to 16. 

Not that HBCUs were light-
ing up the field anyway. De-
spite the Celebration Bowl 
taking the SWAC and MEAC 
champions, both confer-
ences can still earn an at-
large spot. But the last HBCU 
team to do that was North 
Carolina A&T in 2016.  

The Aggies lost 39-10 to a 
depleted Richmond team 
they should have easily 
beaten. Oh well. 
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NCCU 
reduces 
staff, will 
sell beer 
and wine

COLLEGE CORNER

BONITTA 
BEST

N.C. Central coaches help 
serve lunch at local clubs.

owners,” 
Jordan said in his statement. 
“The timing seemed perfect 
as NASCAR is evolving and 
embracing social change 
more and more.” 

Jordan becomes the first 
Black majority owner of a 
full-time Cup team since 
Hall of Famer Wendell Scott 
drove his own race car in 
495 races from 1961 to 
1973.  

Hamlin, Jordan partner on NASCAR 

CHARLOTTE — Denny 
Hamlin has partnered with 
Charlotte Hornets owner Mi-
chael Jordan to form a NAS-
CAR team with Bubba 
Wallace as the driver, a high-
profile pairing of a Black ma-
jority team owner and the 
only Black driver at NAS-
CAR’s top level. 

The partnership was an-
nounced Monday night in 
coordinated social media 
posts by Jordan and Hamlin, 
with Wallace adding his own 
comment. The posts 
showed a picture of Jordan 
alongside a firesuit-clad 
Hamlin in a motorhome at a 
race track.  

“Historically, NASCAR has 
struggled with diversity and 
there have been few Black 

By Jenna Fryer 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

‘Primetime’ heads to 
Jackson State

MEAC players: 
Brandon Love, Florida 

A&M 
Kamryn Boone, Howard 
Zuri Godfrey, Howard 
Naomi Johnson, Howard 
Jalen Mitchell, Howard 
Jayla Thornton, Howard 
Imani Jackson, Morgan 

State 
Jourdan Wallace, Morgan 

State 
Milanna Morgan, N.C. A&T 
Zione Meadows, S.C. State 
 
HU’s Angulo signs  
with 49ers 
Former Hampton defen-

sive back Christian Angulo 
last week signed on with 
the San Francisco 49ers 
practice squad. The Gibson-
ton, Florida, native played 
in 10 games last season and 
recorded 18 tackles, 18 
passes deflected and three 
interceptions. 

“I am extremely excited 
for Christian and his 
family,” Hampton coach 
Robert Prunty said. “Chris-
tian stated to me that he 
came to Hampton to get his 
degree, make the NFL and 
get closer to God. It doesn’t 
get any better than that.” 

The rumor mill had been 
churning for weeks, but the 
official press conference 
was Monday. NFL Hall of 
Famer Deion Sanders is the 
SWAC’s Jackson State new 
head football coach. 

“I am truly blessed to be 
the 21st head coach of Jack-
son State University,” 
Sanders said. “This amaz-
ing HBCU has always en-
joyed a high level of 
commitment academically 
and athletically. It’s my de-
sire to continue this storied 
tradition and history of JSU, 
and prayerfully bring more 
national recognition to the 
athletes, the university, the 
Sonic Boom of the South, 
and HBCUs in general.” 

Sanders played 14 NFL 
seasons for five teams, 
earning two Super Bowl 
rings and eight Pro Bowl se-
lections. The Florida State 
All-American was named to 
the 2020 NFL All-Time 
Team. 

 
Million-dollar man 
Chicago Bears running 

back Tarik Cohen has 
signed a three-year exten-
sion. According to ESPN, the 
deal is worth $17.2 million 
($5.7M per year) with a 
chance to increase it to 
$18.2M at $6.6M a year. The 
extension includes $9.5M in 
guaranteed money. 

Cohen, 25, was a super-
star running back at North 
Carolina A&T and set a slew 
of MEAC records. He was a 
fourth-round pick in the 
2017 NFL Draft. He earned a 
selection to the 2018 Pro 
Bowl on special teams. 

 
Be ‘GREAT’ 
With the football season 

postponed until the spring, 
N.C. Central coach Trei 
Oliver has created a speaker 
series titled “Be GREAT 
(Grit, Relentless, Effort, At-
titude and Tenacious.)” 

Nazir Levine, CEO of Cap-
ital Wealth Advisors, was 
last weekend’s speaker. Le-
vine also played college 
football. NCCU football 
Chaplain Anthony Lewis 
will discuss effort and atti-
tude on Sept. 28.  

“I believe that a level of 
greatness lies within all ath-
letes, but we want ours to 
be great on and off of the 
field,” Oliver said. “Our goal 
is to educate, inspire and 
develop our football stu-
dent-athletes. We want 
them to establish an iden-
tity outside of sports, and 
grow in all aspects of their 
lives.” 

 

CIAA students in  
NFL program 
Six CIAA student-athletes 

were selected to participate 
in the NFL Events and Club 
Business Development Ex-
perienceship Program. 

“We’re excited for these 
deserving students from 
our member institutions 
and HBCU communities, in-
cluding the SIAC, MEAC and 
SWAC – to take part in the 
NFL Experienceship,” CIAA 
Commissioner Jacqie 
McWilliams said. “This is a 
great opportunity to assist 
moving our students into 
the pipeline for leadership 
and gain invaluable access 
to the business side of 
sports while working with 
an industry leader.” 

CIAA players: 
Cedar Davidson, Lincoln 

(Pa.) 
Christopher Brown, Lin-

coln 
Corey Cooper, Shaw 
Jada Strickland, Johnson 

C. Smith 
Marcus Davis, St. Augus-

tine’s 
Marqeisha Nelson, J.C. 

Smith 
 

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com

HBCU FOOTBALL

Tarik Cohen

Trei Oliver

Christian Angulo
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North Carolina rapper 
gives back to community 
through his music

DURHAM – Clifton Gor-
don, better known as Fe-
lipe Luciano, has lost a lot 
of people in his life. Some 
have died. Some are in 
prison.  

The rapper/songwriter 
keeps them alive through 
his music. For example, 
the album cover of “Leg-
ends Never Die” is plas-
tered with pictures of 
people who were influen-
tial in his life, including his 
deceased father, grand-
mother, a close friend who 
was murdered, and his 
cousin, Montrell, 25, who 
was shot about a month 
after being released from 
prison.  

There are also numerous 
photos of friends who are 
incarcerated. “It’s a lot of 
people who ultimately lost 
their ability to live free or 
lost their lives. I wanted 
them to live on through 
me. It was to say to them, 
‘we still love you and we 
remember you out here, 
and we’ll never let your 
name die,’ ” Gordon said. 

Gordon, 30, grew up 
poor in Shelby. When he 
was 11, his family was up-
rooted from his North Car-
olina home and moved to 
Los Angeles, where he was 
thrust into a life of home-
lessness and gang vio-
lence. He eventually 
became a member of LA’s 
notorious Bloods. 

In 2007, while visiting 
family in Shelby, Gordon, 
18 at the time, hooked up 

with some old friends and 
got into trouble that landed 
him in prison for 5-1/2 
years for assaulting a po-
lice officer with a deadly 
weapon and robbery with a 
dangerous weapon. He left 
prison determined to turn 
his life around and to help 
others do the same. 

Turning to music to es-
cape the harsh realities of 
street life, he uses it to ex-
press and heal himself. His 
grandmother taught him 
how to play the piano when 
he was 8 years old, and he 
started writing poetry and 
music at 12.  

Gordon, who now lives in 
Miami and creates music as 
Luciano, has been a profes-
sional musician for four 
years.  

He is set to release a new 
single called “Black Girl 
Magic” which extolls the 
strength of Black women. 
“It says we celebrate your 
beauty, your elegance, 
your intelligence, your 
strength, the fact that 
you’re a nurturer. Every-
thing about a Black woman, 
we love it, we celebrate it.” 

Growing up, Gordon 
identified with gangster 
rap because of the environ-
ment in which he was 
raised, but he doesn’t want 
to glorify it in his music. He 
wants to offer his fans 
something else –something 
more. Gordon classifies his 
music as “street soul.”  

It’s got edge and soul. His 
lyrics tell the story of a 
young kid growing up 
poor, making bad deci-
sions that ultimately 
landed him in prison, 

struggling to make it out, 
but eventually following 
his dreams. 

Although incarcerated, 
Gordon refused to give up 
on his dreams. While in 
prison, he earned a schol-
arship to study psychology 
at the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill. He 
completed several courses 
and earned credit, but in-
stead decided to pursue a 
career in music. He now 
uses his music as a plat-
form to talk about mental 
health.  

“Mental health is very im-
portant,” he said. “In the 
Black community, it’s diffi-
cult for people to speak 
about mental illnesses and 
mental health, so I just 
want to normalize it, to 
where people know it’s OK 
to talk with someone, it’s 
OK to  discuss trauma, it’s 
OK to not understand 
something and to ask ques-
tions and seek answers.” 

Gordon said he was given 
the name Felipe Luciano 
while in the streets. Ironi-
cally, he said his life paral-
lels that of the American 
poet in that he’s reaching 
back and trying to help 
others rise with him.  

He is involved in the 
community through his 
nonprofit organization, 
Helping Our People Excel. 
Focusing on North Caro-
lina’s inner-city youth who 
are susceptible to gang vi-
olence, HOPE offers re-
sources and programs that 
teach financial literacy, 
business development and 
ownership, and more. 

 

By Freda Freeman 
CORRESPONDENT 

Clifton Gordon, better known as Felipe Luciano.
COURTESY

A pressing concern like a 
global pandemic can 
quickly overshadow other 
important health chal-
lenges facing families. One 
is the issue of childhood 
obesity, a problem the 
slower pace of life brought 
on by COVID-19 could ex-
acerbate. 

Numerous cardiovascu-
lar and mental health risks 
are associated with child-
hood obesity, and many 
experts expect to see in-
creases in both mental 
health challenges and 
obesity as a result of 
COVID-19. According to 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
childhood obesity impacts 
40% of children between 
the ages of 2-5, increasing 
their risk for type 2 dia-
betes, asthma and depres-
sion.  

Data from a study pub-
lished in the "Early Child-
hood Education Journal" 
from the American Heart 
Association shows children 
diagnosed as overweight 
between 7-13 years old 
may develop heart disease 
as early as age 25. Ho-
wever, preventative steps 
taken in early childhood 
can help reduce this risk.  

Keeping young children 
healthy while at home dur-

ing the pandemic requires 
extra attention to their nu-
trition, physical activity 
and screen time. Programs 
like the American Heart As-
sociation's Healthy Way to 
Grow, a national, science-
based, early childhood 
technical assistance pro-
gram, provide educational 
resources to help com-
munities, educators and 
caregivers improve prac-
tices and policies for obes-
ity prevention.  

Less than 1% of children 
have ideal diets, and under 
10% have reasonably 
healthy diets, according to 
the AHA. On any given day, 
27% of 2- and 3-year-olds 
don't eat a vegetable; 
among those who do, fried 
potatoes, which are high in 
fat and lower in nutrients, 
are most common. In fact, 
data shows kids eat less 
nutritious foods up to age 
19. 

Children should con-
sume a variety of foods 
daily, including vegetables, 
fruits, nuts, whole grains, 
low-fat or fat-free dairies, 
lean vegetable or animal 
protein and fish. At the 
same time, kids should 
minimize trans fats, pro-
cessed meats, refined car-
bohydrates and sweetened 
beverages.  

For infants, feeding pro-
vides nutrition for their 

physical and mental 
growth. Healthy babies 
usually double their birth 
weight between 4-5 
months of age. Infants and 
children with congenital 
heart disease and conges-
tive heart failure or cyano-
sis (blueness) tend to gain 
weight slower. An 8-ounce-
1-pound gain in a month 
may be an acceptable 
weight gain for a baby with 
a heart defect. 

Only about 20% of kids 
perform enough activity to 
meet physical activity rec-
ommendations. Whether 
you're working with chil-
dren in a child care setting 
or at home, look for ways 
to incorporate lesson plans 
that offer learning experi-
ences about healthy eating 
and physical activity, and 
ensure the daily schedule 
includes ample active play-
time. 

The Healthy Way to Grow 
program recommends all 
children, including infants, 
have at least two outdoor 
active playtimes daily, 
weather and air quality 
permitting. Toddlers 
should engage in 60-90 mi-
nutes while 120 minutes of 
daily active play is rec-
ommended for preschool-
ers. Half the time should 
be structured and led by a 
teacher or caregiver. 

 

Build heart-healthy  
behaviors for preschoolers 

FAMILY FEATURES

RALEIGH — The North 
Carolina Department of 
Health and Human Serv-
ices has received five years 
of funding from the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention to part-
ner with federally qualified 
health centers to increase 
colorectal cancer screen-
ings, particularly among 
underserved communities 
in North Carolina.  

“Colorectal cancer is the 
fourth-leading cause of all 
cancer deaths in North Car-
olina, but it’s treatable and 
beatable if caught in early 
stages,” said Dr. Susan 
Kansagra, section chief for 
chronic disease and injury 
prevention in the Division 
of Public Health. “Our aim 
is to remove barriers to 
screening and treatment 
for people in the higher-
risk age range (50 to 75), 
including those who may 
not have access to health 
insurance, and move North 
Carolina further toward the 
national testing goal of 
screening 80% in every 
community.”  

This new funding, which 
includes nearly $700,000 

in the first year, will assist 
select FQHCs in improving 
their colorectal cancer 
screening systems and 
educating their com-
munities on the impor-
tance of routine screenings 
for early detection. The 
funding also will be used 
to provide appropriate fol-
low-up care for uninsured 
or underinsured patients 
who have abnormal test re-
sults.   

FQHCs are community-
based health care centers 
that provide primary care 
services in underserved 
areas, including for indi-
viduals without health in-
surance. FQHCs that have 
colorectal cancer screening 
rates of less than 60% and 
have at least two clinic 
sites will be considered for 
participation in the pro-
gram. 

Colorectal cancer par-
ticularly impacts histori-
cally marginalized 
populations, including ra-
cial and ethnic minorities, 
with African Americans 
having the highest inci-
dence and mortality rates. 
In 2019, North Carolina 
FQHCs served more than 
610,000 patients, 33% of 

whom were African Ameri-
can and 30% who reported 
Hispanic/LatinX ethnicity. 
However, only 46% of pa-
tients age 50-75 were 
screened for colorectal 
cancer. 

With the coronavirus 
pandemic causing people 
to postpone some routine 
medical procedures, na-
tional colorectal cancer 
screening rates have de-
clined 86%, according to an 
analysis by Epic Health Re-
search Network. As the 
COVID-19 virus also dis-
proportionately impacts 
historically marginalized 
populations in North Caro-
lina, it is more important 
than ever to increase pre-
ventative screenings 
among the state’s vulner-
able communities.  

The funding will be ad-
ministered by the North 
Carolina Partnerships to In-
crease Colorectal Cancer 
Screening, which includes 
the NCDHHS Cancer Pre-
vention and Control 
Branch, the American 
Cancer Society, and the 
University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill Line-
berger Comprehensive 
Cancer Center.  

NCDHHS receives funding 
to prevent colorectal cancer 

STAFF REPORTS

MOVERS AND SHAKERS
CTPA 
Tenita Phi-

lyaw-Rogers, 
WGU North 
C a r o l i n a 
strategic part-
nerships man-
ager, has been 
elected to the 
board of the 

College Transfer Program 
Association. The CTPA is a 
network of community col-
lege and four-year univer-
sity professionals 
concerned with transfer. 
The Durham resident has 
over 15 years of higher 
education experience, in-
cluding director of transfer 

services at North Carolina 
Central. 

Are you or someone you 
know a Mover and a 
Shaker? Drop us a line at 
Movers and Shakers, c/o 
The Triangle Tribune, 5007 
Southpark Drive, Suite 200-
G, Durham, NC 27713 or 
info@triangletribune.com. 

Philyaw-
Rogers
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SUBSCRIBE. DONATE. ADVERTISE.

This message suppo爀 ed by

Suppo爀 LocalNewsNow.com

During times of crisis, crucial information about your community 
comes from local repo爀 ers.

Access to high quality information is 
essential. Especially local information. 
And especially now. What’s happening 
in our communities? What’s the 
impact? How are our local leaders 
responding? For answers to these 
questions, we rely on the hard work 
of our local repo爀 ers. As a result, 
readership of local news outlets 
has reached record highs.

But due to COVID-19, most local news 
publications are losing money, fast. 
Adve爀 ising has plummeted during the 
crisis and readers aren’t subscribing 
fast enough to 昀 ll the void. This has 
led to thousands of local repo爀 ers 
being laid o昀 . Just as our society 
faces numerous, urgent challenges. 

Millions of people are in danger of 
losing access to the authoritative local 
information they need to stay informed. 

That’s why the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association and the National 
Association of Hispanic Publications 
are working with local news providers 
to build a strong future for local 
journalism. And that’s why our long-
time pa爀 ner Google is purchasing 
ads like this in local publications 
across the country, as well as providing 
a Relief Fund to help struggling local 
news outlets. But those actions 

alone aren’t enough. Please consider 
suppo爀 ing the local news organizations 
you rely on. Subscribe to them. Donate 
to them. And if you have a business 
that’s able to, advertise with them. 
Your suppo爀  is critical to sustaining 
the dedicated journalists serving 
your communities.

Our local news outlets help keep us 
safer. Let’s help keep them open.


