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The 2018 midterm elections shined a light on the impact of 
the U.S. Supreme Court's gutting of the Voting Rights Act in 
Shelby County v. Holder and the discriminatory state voting 
laws passed in its wake. The election was marred by problems 
related to discriminatory voter ID requirements, racial gerry-
manders and racially-biased voter purges, while voters also 
faced long lines, closed polling places, malfunctioning voting 
machines, and voter intimidation.  

Voter suppression was a factor in the narrow losses by Dem-
ocratic gubernatorial candidates Stacey Abrams in Georgia and 
Andrew Gillum in Florida as well as in Beto O'Rourke's U.S. Sen-
ate run in Texas. 

Abrams, for example, lost to Republican Brian Kemp by a mar-
gin of 50.2 to 48.8 percent — just about 55,000 votes. Abrams 
and voting rights advocates pointed to voter suppression tactics 
deployed by Kemp, who, as secretary of state overseeing the 
election, led the effort to restrict the influence of the African 
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The U.S. census is just 
about eight months away.  

As the once-a-decade pop-
ulation count looms, some 
states are deploying multi-
million-dollar efforts to en-
sure their population gets 
counted correctly so they 
don’t miss out on the federal 
funding and congressional 
seats determined by census 
data. 

Outreach is especially im-
portant in 2020 because it’s 
the first time the census will 
be conducted primarily on-
line, which comes with par-
ticular challenges for 
communities without adequ-
ate internet access, and be-
cause of the impact of the 
proposed citizenship ques-
tion, which has been struck 
from the census but still 
threatens to depress partici-
pation in immigrant com-
munities.  

Census outreach efforts 
vary significantly from state 
to state. Each state usually 
has at least one Complete 
Count Commission to co-
ordinate statewide promo-
tional and educational 
efforts for the census; many 
cities, counties or other lo-
calities are forming commis-
sions and setting aside funds 
as well.  

But in the South, state gov-
ernments have for the most 
part shrugged off respon-
sibility for the census, leav-
ing nonprofits and 
community-based organiza-
tions struggling to fill in the 
gap.  

"In the South, we tend to 
lag," Kara Wilkins, the coordi-
nator of Arkansas Counts, a 
statewide commission led by 
philanthropies, told Facing 
South. "When we have an un-
dercount, that’s a loss of 
money that’s coming into 
our state, which means that’s 
a lack of people receiving 
services, which is why we 
end up being 49th and 50th 
in all these things." 

Without a budget to em-
ploy coordinators, create 
promotional materials, set 
up websites or host events, 
it’s hard for either govern-
ment or community-led 
commissions to do their 
work. Seven state govern-
ments in the South — Ala-
bama, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Virginia 
— have created state-level, 
government-led Complete 
Count Commissions, while 
West Virginia has said it 
plans to do so. But only three 
of those states have allocated 
any state funding for census 
outreach: Alabama, Georgia 
and Virginia. 

In North Carolina, which 
has the only legislature in the 
South still in session this 
year, Democratic Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s proposed budget 
included $1.5 million in 
funding for census outreach 

Amid threats of litigation 
from all sides, the North 
Carolina State Board of 
Elections voted 3-2 last 
week to certify a voting 
system that experts say is 
insecure, voting rights 
groups advocated against 
and many public com-
ments opposed. 

The room for Friday’s 
meeting was packed with 
voters and advocates from 
civil rights and voting 
rights organizations, such 
as Democracy NC, which 
seeks to improve voter 
turnout in elections. “This 
is disappointing,” Democ-
racy NC executive director 
Tomas Lopez said. “But the 
decision on what ulti-
mately gets purchased is 
with the counties, and with 
the county boards of elec-
tions in particular.” 

Two counties, Davie and 
Transylvania, submitted 
letters to the board asking 
that existing certification 
requirements not be 
changed. Both counties 
use voting-machine-for-all 
systems, using old tech-
nology that the state will 
decertify on Dec. 1. Guil-
ford and Mecklenburg 
county election officials 
have also expressed inter-
est in replacing their cur-
rent voting-machine-for-all 
systems using newly certi-
fied technology. All four 
counties have indicated 
the desire to use the newly 
certified ES&S voting ma-
chine for every voter. 

But the decision to pur-
chase voting machines for 
every voter will likely 
trigger litigation against 
counties and potentially 
the state. The president of 
the North Carolina chapter 
of the NAACP, the Rev. T. 
Anthony Spearman, indi-
cated that his organization 
would consider litigation if 
any county approves a vot-
ing-machine-for-all sys-
tem. 

Marilyn Marks, the ex-
ecutive director for a non-
profit, election-integrity 
watchdog group, Coalition 
for Good Governance, is 
suing Georgia in federal 
court over that state’s vot-
ing system, addressing 
similar issues of security 
brought up in North Caro-
lina. “The Coalition for 
Good Governance would 
feel an obligation to imme-
diately launch a legal chal-
lenge to any decision to 
purchase barcoding ballot 
marking devices in NC,” 
Marks wrote in a statement 
to Carolina Public Press. 
“Barcode balloting cannot 
pass constitutional 
muster… There are numer-
ous other constitutional 
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constitutions. 
The state judges found that 

the way the majority-Repub-
lican General Assembly redrew 
legislative district maps in 
2017 violated the rights of 
Democratic voters under the 
state constitution’s equal pro-
tection and freedom of as-
sembly clauses. 

“Partisan intent predomi-
nated over all other redistrict-
ing criteria resulting in 
extreme partisan gerryman-
dered legislative maps,” the 
judges wrote. “The effect of 
these carefully crafted partisan 
maps is that, in all but the 
most unusual election scenar-
ios, the Republican Party will 
control a majority of both 
chambers of the General As-
sembly. In other words, the 
court finds that in many elec-
tion environments, it is the 
carefully crafted maps, and 
not the will of the voters, that 
dictate the election outcomes 
in a significant number of 
legislative districts and, ulti-

NC judges toss districts drawn for 
Republican candidates’ advantage

RALEIGH — A North Carolina 
judicial panel rejected state 
legislative district maps Tues-
day, saying legislators took ex-
treme advantage in drawing 
voting districts to help elect a 
maximum number of Repub-
lican lawmakers. The judges 
gave lawmakers two weeks to 
try again. 

The three-judge panel of 
state trial judges unanimously 
ruled that courts can step in to 
decide when partisan advan-
tage goes so far it diminishes 
democracy. Their ruling 
comes after the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled in June in a sep-
arate case involving North Car-
olina’s congressional map that 
it’s not the job of federal 
courts to decide if boundaries 
are politically unfair — though 
state courts could consider 
whether gerrymandering 
stands up under state laws and 

mately, the majority control of 
the General Assembly.” 

Rep. David Lewis, a chief de-
fendant in the case, declined to 
comment. Senate leader Phil 
Berger said senators would fol-
low the court’s instructions 
and adopt “a nonpartisan 
map,” but his prepared state-
ment didn’t explicitly rule out 
a possible appeal. 

The court gave lawmakers 
until Sept. 18 to again redraw 
maps to be used in next year’s 
elections. The judges said they 
would appoint an outside ref-
eree to advise them in next 
steps, including drawing maps 
if lawmakers miss their Sept. 
18 deadline. The judges also 
raised the possibility they 
would postpone the state’s 
March primary for legislature 
or other offices if they feel it’s 
necessary. 

Redistricting is the process 
of redrawing voting districts 
for state legislatures and Con-
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Yusef Salaam, left, and Raymond Santana, of the Exonerated Five, talk with Mark Anthony 
Neal. 

FREDA FREEMAN

Exonerated 5 survive 
prison to tell others 
‘you have a purpose’

DURHAM – Yusef Salaam and 
Raymond Santana said that in 
1989 they were 14- and 15-
year-old playful kids who 
loved to hang out with their 
friends, watch videos, write 
rap lyrics, and skateboard. 
Two kids “just trying to enjoy 
life.”  

That was before their lives 
were changed forever on the 
night of April 19, 1989, when 
they were wrongly accused 
and arrested for the brutal 
rape and assault of a woman 

By Freda Freeman 
CORRESPONDENT 

jogging in New York’s Central 
Park. 

Two of the Exonerated Five, 
formerly known as the Central 
Park Five, Salaam spent almost 
seven years in prison and San-
tana served five. Also impris-
oned were Korey Wise, Kevin 
Richardson, and Antron 
Mccray, all 14 to 16 years old, 
who served five to 13 years. In 
2001, a convicted murderer 
and serial rapist who was al-
ready serving a life sentence, 
confessed to the rape, and his 
DNA matched DNA found at 
the crime scene. In 2002, the 
court freed the Exonerated 

Five, vacating their convic-
tions and expunging their 
records.   

Salaam said he wants people 
to know without a doubt that 
the five did not get out of 
prison because of a technical-
ity. “We got out because de-
oxy-ri-bo-nu-cle-ic acid freed 
us,” he said.  

Now activists and motiva-
tional speakers, they shared 
their story of vindication and 
absolution at Duke University 
Monday in a conversation with 
Mark Anthony Neal, chairman 
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of Duke’s Department of 
African and African Ameri-
can Studies. The title of the 
program was “Now They 
Hear Us: Living Without Re-
gret and Inspiring Future 
Generations.” 

Salaam and Santana said 
the handling of their cases 
was a complete travesty: 
elite veteran detectives of 
the New York Police De-
partment coerced and beat 
confessions out of them 
and fed those false stories 
to the media, and the 
media, in turn, didn’t do its 
due diligence of fact check-
ing, but basically tried 
them in the court of public 
opinion, “telling the world, 
if we weren’t guilty of rape, 
we were guilty of some-
thing.” Also, New York 
businessman Donald 
Trump ran an ad “para-
mount to putting a bounty 
on our heads.” As a result, 
they and their families re-
ceived death threats. 

“They had published our 
names, our phone 
numbers, and our ad-
dresses in all of New York 
City’s newspapers, the 
mainstream media,” Sa-
laam said. “They were try-
ing to whisper into the 
most darkest enclaves of 
society to hopefully have 
someone come into our 
homes and to do to us 

Exonerated 5 tell others 
‘you have a purpose’

what they had done to Em-
mett Till.” 

Santana added that 30 
years later, they still fear 
for their lives because of 
people who rejected the 
court’s decision to vacate 
their cases. 

“This case has been so 
damaging to us that, for 
me, I think about it every 
day. There’s not a day that 
doesn’t go by, there’s not 
an hour that doesn’t go by 
that it’s not on my mind,” 
he said. 

As young boys, the Exon-
erated Five were ripped 
from their families and 
loved ones and sent to a 
place that was meant for 
death or to break their 
spirits, so they could not 
survive outside the prison 
walls, Salaam said. But, 
starting in 2012, through 
several documentaries, 
films, and the Netflix series 
“When They See Us,” they 
were given their voices 
back. 

“We were survivors of the 
criminal system of injus-
tice,” Salaam said. “If we 
had our minds enshackled, 
like our bodies were en-
shackled, then we were 
truly prisoners, but God 
had a different plan for 
us.” 

Salaam described the 
Central Park jogger case as 
a love story between God 
and his people, a story of a 

modern-day miracle. He 
even went as far as to call 
their experience a gift. 

“Even in prison, we got 
college degrees. We don’t 
ever say that to impress 
people, but rather to im-
press upon people that if 
we were in a place that is 
called the belly of the 
beast, imagine what you 
can do as a free person,” 
Salaam said. “We went 
through that to survive it, 
in order to let other people 
know that you, too, can be 
free.”  

Mass incarceration is 
modern day slavery, Sa-
laam said. “They got a 
place for us, that place is in 
prison. We all have to re-
fuse. Because, like my 
mother said, they need us 
to participate. The whole 
world is telling you that 
you are not worthy, but 
you are here on purpose 
and you have a purpose.” 

Santana said he was once 
asked if he could change 
things, would he. He an-
swered no because experi-
encing what he went 
through made him the 
man he is today, and he’s 
proud of that man.  

He said his work now is 
to inspire and speak into 
the lives of black youth 
who will become   future 
presidents, police officers, 
and lawyers. 

 

Continued from page 1A

American voting bloc. He 
was accused of reducing 
the number of polling ma-
chines and improperly 
purging voter registrations 
in a way that dispropor-
tionately affected black 
residents. Of the 53,000 
voters purged from the 
rolls by Kemp's office, for 
example, 70 percent were 
black. 

In a brief address on elec-
tion night, Abrams refused 
to concede and con-
demned Kemp's targeting 
of African Americans. "To 
watch an elected official, 
who claims to represent 
the people in the state, 
baldly pin his hopes for 
election on the suppres-
sion of the people's demo-
cratic right to vote has 
been truly appalling," 
Abrams said. 

Because of the enthusi-
asm her candidacy in-
spired in Georgia and 
elsewhere, Abrams was 
seen as a potential Demo-
cratic presidential candi-
date. But instead, she's 
launched Fair Fight 2020, a 
new multistate effort to 
combat voter suppression 
in next year's election. "My 
mission is to make certain 
that no one has to go 
through in 2020 what we 
went through in 2018," 
Abrams said in a speech 
announcing the initiative at 
a gathering of the Inter-
national Union of Painters 
and Allied Trades in Las 
Vegas.  

The new initiative takes 

Abrams’ project takes aim 
at voter suppression tactics

its name from Fair Fight 
Action, the voting rights 
group Abrams formed last 
year after her election loss. 
Fair Fight Action is cur-
rently suing the Georgia 
secretary of state's office, 
asking federal courts to ad-
dress voting policies that 
the group says are discrim-
inatory and unconstitu-
tional.  

Abrams' new initiative 
will expand beyond Geor-
gia to target 20 states, in-
cluding battleground 
states in the Southeast and 
Midwest and three states 
with gubernatorial races 
this year: Kentucky, Lou-
isiana and Mississippi. It 
will invest up to $5 million 
in voter protection opera-
tions in those states. 

In the months leading up 
to the election, Fair Fight 
2020 will train staff 
members in battleground 
states to help repair inac-
curate voter rolls, deal with 
the shortages of voting ma-
chines and provisional bal-
lots, and adopt 
standardized rules around 
counting absentee ballots. 
They will also work to in-
crease participation in the 
2020 census, which deter-
mines congressional ap-
portionment as well as 
funding for a wide range of 
services. 

"She's creating an appara-
tus to fight voter suppres-
sion across the country, a 
prize that’s essential to a 
fair and functioning de-
mocracy," Melanye Price, a 
political scientist at Prairie 

View A&M of Texas, wrote 
in a recent New York Times 
op-ed.  

Abrams' focus on voter 
protection grows out of her 
understanding of the role 
of voter suppression in 
preventing action on other 
critical matters. In a recent 
interview with ABC's This 
Week, Abrams said com-
bating voter suppression 
was "fundamental to tack-
ling issues," including the 
economy, gun control, and 
the climate crisis. "The 
ability to vote is how you 
tackle climate change," she 
said. "We can't have climate 
change legislation simply 
by wishing it."  

Abrams' emphasis on 
state government is critical 
since the Shelby decision 
weakened the federal gov-
ernment's ability to protect 
communities of color from 
voter suppression and 
shifted the fight to the 
state level. Given Southern 
states' rapidly diversifying 
electorate, Abrams' work to 
empower voters at the 
state level could ultimately 
reshape the region's electo-
ral landscape and create a 
pathway to victory for 
Democrats at all levels of 
government. 

Meanwhile, though 
Abrams took herself out of 
the running for president 
in 2020, she said she is 
open to serve as a vice 
presidential running mate 
for the eventual nominee. 
"I would be honored to be 
considered," she told the 
Washington Post. 

Continued from page 1A

2A NEWS/The Triangle TribuneThe Triangle Tribune Sunday, September 8, 2019

FAIR FIGHT ACTION FACEBOOK PAGE

Former Georgia Democratic gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams has launched a 
new voter protection initiative.

and education. But that 
money was stripped 
from the budget passed 
by the Republican-con-
trolled legislature, which 
is now stuck in political 
limbo after Cooper ve-
toed it because it didn’t 
include Medicaid expan-
sion.  

Texas, the second-
most populous state in 
the country, has also re-
fused to put any state re-
sources into ensuring an 
accurate count. Bills in 
the legislature that 
would have earmarked 
funds didn’t even get a 
hearing.  

There were allegations 
that the Republican-con-
trolled legislature knew 
it would benefit politi-
cally from an under-
count, especially in 
heavily Latinx parts of 
the purple state, and 

Southern state  
governments hobble  
census outreach efforts

didn’t want to invest in 
the census for that rea-
son. 

So, in Texas, as in 
other states across the 
South, nonprofits and 
community organiza-
tions are stepping in. But 
even with philanthropic 
money, the community-
led commissions can’t 
come close to doing 
what a state-level com-
mission could.   

Rural areas that in the 
South are home to a high 
proportion of racial and 
ethnic minorities are 
facing another difficulty: 
internet access.  

The 2020 census will 
be conducted primarily 
online, and broadband 
access in the rural South 
is spotty. To address 
this, the Arkansas 
Counts group is partner-
ing with local busi-
nesses, schools, and 

libraries to set up census 
kiosks in community 
spaces with high traffic. 
For instance, they’re 
working with meat-pro-
cessing giant Tyson 
Foods to place stations 
in 20 plants for employ-
ees to fill out the census. 
Similar efforts are un-
derway in other states. 

But without state re-
sources, it will be diffi-
cult to ensure that every 
community gets what it 
needs for an accurate 
count. 

"We have to do some 
of that front end work, 
and that front end work 
is going to help us im-
pact the back end,” Wil-
kins said. Southern 
states, she noted, "are 
not moving forward as 
quickly as some of our 
other state counterparts, 
and that's disheart-
ening."  

Continued from page 1A

gress after every decennial 
census.  

Gerrymandering de-
scribes when the redis-
tricting is slanted to give 
one political party a ma-
jority in as many districts 
as possible. North Caro-
lina’s legislative districts 
were redrawn in 2017 
after a federal court deter-
mined they were an illegal 
gerrymander that sought 
to weaken the voting 
strength of minority 
voters. 

But the group Common 
Cause and more than 30 
registered Democratic 
voters sued, saying the 
2017 districts were still so 
gerrymandered they un-
constitutionally insulated 
Republicans from changes 
in voting behavior. 

Lawyers for Republican 
state legislators argued 
there was no clear way for 
judges to know what kinds 
of map-making are unac-
ceptable, since “redistrict-
ing is political because of 
what it is, not because of 
who does it.” Any com-
plaints about how districts 
were drawn would vanish 
if Democrats could lead 
some GOP voters to 
change their minds and 
voted with them, GOP law-
yers said. 

If state courts ultimately 
rule in favor of Democrats, 

NC judges toss districts 
drawn for GOP advantage

they could order new dis-
trict maps for next year’s 
legislative elections. Law-
makers winning those 
elections will draw up 
maps after the 2020 cen-
sus to last for the follow-
ing decade, again 
influencing political 
power in the country’s 
ninth-largest state. 

The lawsuit contended 
that most of the 170 
House and Senate districts 
drawn in 2017 violated the 
plaintiffs’ free speech and 
association protections 
under the state constitu-
tion. It also said the 
boundaries violated a con-
stitutional provision stat-
ing “all elections shall be 
free,” because the maps 
are rigged to predetermine 
electoral outcomes and 
virtually ensure Repub-
lican control of the legisla-
ture. 

The three-judge panel 
agreed Tuesday that part 
of the state constitution 
was violated. 

The ruling appears to 
meet the request of plain-
tiffs by ordering that 
nearly half of state House 
districts and 21 of 50 Sen-
ate maps redrawn quickly, 
Common Cause NC 
spokesman Bryan Warner 
said. 

The judges also imposed 
rules on a new round of 
redistricting. The new 
mapmaking must start 

from scratch, all map-
drawing must occur at 
public hearings with com-
puter screens visible to ev-
eryone and any 
consultants hired by law-
makers must be approved 
by the court. 

Evidence introduced 
during the two-week trial 
in July included computer 
records created by Tom 
Hofeller, a now-dead GOP 
redistricting guru who 
helped draw the 2017 
legislative maps.  

Those files, collected by 
Hofeller’s estranged 
daughter after his death 
and shared with Common 
Cause, showed that Re-
publican advantage was 
the overall objective of the 
latest redistricting. 

Some of Hofeller’s files 
were also used in separate 
litigation in New York 
challenging a plan by Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration to include a 
citizenship question on 
the 2020 U.S. census. 

The North Carolina law-
suit marks at least the 
eighth legal action chal-
lenging state election dis-
trict maps since the 
current round of redis-
tricting began in 2011. 
The lawsuits resulted in 
redrawing congressional 
lines in 2016 and legis-
lative districts in 2017 — 
both to address racial bias. 
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Black toy designer 
creates dolls with vitiligo 

Recent studies show that 
children are strongly im-
pacted by the appearance 
of the toys they play with. 
That's why designer Crys-
tal Kaye decided to create a 
line of custom-made black 
dolls that highlight the 
unique and diverse fea-
tures of real people, includ-
ing those with vitiligo – a 
skin condition that millions 
of people around the world 
suffer from. 

"My goal is to go beyond 
the average assembly line-
looking doll to make relat-

able and realistic works," 
Kaye told The Today Show. 
"I find new and used dolls 
at different thrift stores 
and yard sales and use 
them as a canvas. I've 
created ones with red hair 
and freckles and others 
with albinism." 

In 2017, Kaye’s company, 
Kay Customz, started cre-
ating hand-painted dolls 
with vitiligo. She paints the 
skin of the porcelain dolls 
with intricate patterns in-
spired by girls who have 
the same skin condition. 
She then dresses each doll 
up with different clothing 

and hairstyles. 
For kids with vitiligo, the 

dolls are more than just 
toys. It helps boost their 
self-esteem and eliminate 
beauty barriers.  

In fact, her creations have 
already received numerous 
positive responses online. 

"I want to convey the 
message that beauty 
should not be manufac-
tured, it should be based 
on one's true mirror 
image," Kaye said. 

For more details, follow 
Crystal Kaye on Instagram 
@kaycustoms. 

BLACKNEWS.COM 

violations of the barcode 
balloting systems that 
courts must address if 
election officials prefer to 
favor vendors over voters.” 

Protect Democracy, 
which is currently in litiga-
tion with South Carolina 
over an insecure voting 
system, is going to care-
fully consider the systems 
the NCSBE certified, says 
attorney Jessica Marsden. 
Protect Democracy will re-
search legal options and 
will advocate counties to 
adopt hand-marked paper 
ballot systems on a county-
by-county basis, she said. 

North Carolina certifies 
barcode ballot voting  
despite security concerns

“The Board of Elections 
today opened the door to 
unproven new voting tech-
nology that cannot be 
properly audited,” Protect 
Democracy wrote in a 
statement. “Fortunately, 
today’s decision does not 
mean that any voter will 
have to use that system. 
It’s now up to each North 
Carolina county to ensure 
that its voters have access 
to a secure and reliable 
voting system based on 
paper ballots.” 

The pushback against 
using voting machines for 
all voters is twofold: cost 
and security. 

Analyses from Georgia 
and Pennsylvania show 
that voting-machine-for-all 
systems are more expen-
sive than systems with 
hand-marked paper bal-
lots. 

Voting machines that 
produce paper ballots, like 
the ones certified today in 
North Carolina, would be 
available to the limited 
number of voters with dis-
abilities who cannot mark 
a paper ballot by hand. 
These voting machines are 
called ballot-marking de-
vices because they mark 
the ballot instead of the 
voter doing it themselves. 

Continued from page 1A
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Further improvements in 
AIDS treatment gives hope

The science of HIV treat-
ment and prevention is 
changing at a meteoric 
pace. Last month, North 
Carolina scientists pre-
sented leading-edge re-
search on some of those 
advancements at the Inter-
national Conference on 
HIV Science in Mexico City. 

The conference is the 
world’s largest convening 
focused on HIV research 
and its applications, with 
over 6,000 people in atten-
dance. Over the course of 
the conference, research-
ers presented on a number 
of major scientific break-
throughs that have the po-
tential to change the 
landscape for HIV preven-
tion. 

On the first day of the 
conference, Myron Cohen 
presented at a symposium 
on new prevention pro-
ducts in the pipeline on 
the future of long-acting 
injectable HIV medicat-
ions. Cohen is a professor 
at the UNC Chapel Hill Gil-
lings School of Global Pub-

present promising poten-
tial for a new way to de-
liver HIV prevention 
medication. Currently, the 
only Food and Drug Ad-
ministration-approved HIV 
prevention medication is 
Truvada, which is taken as 
a daily pill. 

Mehri McKellar, an infec-
tious disease specialist at 
Duke University and the 
director of the Duke Pre-
Exposure Prophylaxis 
Clinic, said that the poten-
tial for injectable HIV pre-
vention is very exciting. 
“The patients in studies 
using injectable medicat-
ions seem to be very 
happy and haven’t com-
plained much about injec-
tion site pain. It’s certainly 
great to have more op-
tions, especially for pa-
tients who may not be 
good pill-takers,” she said. 

McKellar does have con-
cerns about the logistics of 
injectables. “In our clinics, 
we will need to make sure 
we have well-trained staff 
to provide the injections,” 
she said. “We will need to 
stay organized in terms of 
scheduling.” 

lic Health and the director 
of the UNC Institute for 
Global Health and Infec-
tious Diseases. He was the 
architect and principal in-
vestigator of the ground-
breaking study that 
demonstrated that viral 
suppression in someone 
living with HIV will pre-
vent sexual transmission 
of the virus. 

“We are just about at the 
end of a long journey,” 
Cohen stated as he opened 
his presentation. 

He discussed two major 
double-blind studies – 
HPTN 083 and HPTN 084 – 
that studied the effective-
ness of cabotegravir, a 
long-acting HIV prevention 
medication given in the 
form of a shot. 

HPTN 083 focused on 
gay cisgender men who 
have sex with men and 
transgender women who 
have sex with men. HPTN 
084 enrolled sexually ac-
tive women 18-45 years 
old in Africa. 

Though the studies are 
not final yet, Cohen re-
ported that both have had 
strong enrollment and 

By Lee Storrow 
N.C. HEALTH NEWS

UNC-Chapel Hill trustees 
rethinking buildings named 
for white supremacists

A year ago, students and 
activists toppled “Silent 
Sam,” the Confederate 
statue that stood on the 
campus of UNC-Chapel 
Hill for more than a cen-
tury.  

Now community 
members and students of 
North Carolina’s flagship 
university are taking aim 
at what they call another 
historical eyesore: campus 
buildings named for slave 
owners and avowed white 
supremacists. 

The school currently has 
a self-imposed morato-
rium on renaming build-
ings, but last week, 
university and UNC sys-
tem leaders suggested that 
it is possible, and even 
likely, that the issue will 
be revisited.  

“Obviously, anything is 
up for discussion,” said 
Richard Stevens, chairman 
of the UNC Board of Trust-
ees. “There haven’t been 
any recent plans to reopen 
the discussion, but that 
doesn’t mean it can’t 
happen. Maybe stories like 
this will help start that dis-
cussion again.” 

Stevens said a lot of 
people, including himself, 
have undergone an evolu-
tion of thought on who 
and what the university  

should honor. “It’s kind 
of like my changing per-
spective on Silent Sam,” 
Stevens said. 

When he was a student 
at UNC, Stevens said he 
never thought about the 
history and symbolism of 
Silent Sam or of the names 
honored on the campus 
buildings where he lived 
and studied.  

When he was first on the 
board of trustees in the 
1990s, before leaving to 
spend five terms as a state 
senator, he said the issue 
was not on his radar. 
These days, things are dif-
ferent. 

“I’ve had the benefit of 
more frequent discussions 
with students and with 

Students recently spot-
lighted the university’s 
complex and troubling his-
tory on race during the 
one-year anniversary cele-
bration of the toppling of 
Silent Sam.  

Standing before the cam-
pus’ Old Well, students, 
alumni and activists held 
placards with the names of 
28 buildings named for 
white supremacists and 
“enslavers” – a term many 
prefer to the more neutral-
sounding “slave owner.” 

“It’s a history that a lot of 
people never think about,” 
said Daneille Dulken, a 
Ph.D. student who spoke 
on the issue. “But when 
you begin looking into 
who the buildings on cam-
pus are named after and 
why, you realize the power 
of the built environment. 
You realize UNC is a pre-
dominantly and histori-
cally white university, and 
you think about what it 
means for a southern, his-
torically white university 
to leverage power through 
place.” 

The moratorium on re-
naming buildings at 
Chapel Hill has had 
another unusual effect, 
Dulken said.  

It’s led to UNC satellite 
campuses like UNC-
Greensboro and ECU – and 
even UNC rival, Duke Uni-
versity, a private school – 
voluntarily removing Con-
federate symbols and 
white supremacist names 
from their buildings as 
Chapel Hill makes no pro-
gress on the issue. 

“I went to Western Caro-
lina University as an un-
dergrad,” Dulken said. “So 
I know what UNC means as 
a flagship campus. I know 
that when things happen 
here, people everywhere 
pay attention.” 

That makes the current 
moratorium on renaming 
buildings particularly em-
barrassing, Dulken said. 
But if the moratorium were 
to be lifted, it could also 
have a domino effect 
throughout the system. 

faculty of color,” he said. “I 
understand much better 
now their opposition to Si-
lent Sam and now my po-
sition is I don’t think it 
should come back to 
McCorkle Place.” 

He also believes the re-
naming of buildings may 
merit study and discus-
sion once again, some-
thing that may have 
already been signaled by a 
recent memo to the com-
munity from UNC-Chapel 
Hill Interim Chancellor 
Kevin Guskiewicz.  

“The circumstances that 
lead members of our com-
munity to feel more or less 
welcome on our campus 
are complex and rooted in 
our University’s history 
and the history of our 
country,” Guskiewicz said 
in the message.  

“I recognize my respon-
sibility, and the respon-
sibility of our campus 
leadership, to make the 
campus safer, more wel-
coming and more inclu-
sive. Making this a reality 
requires hard work, and I 
am grateful to everyone 
for the crucial role they are 
playing. Each one of you – 
students, faculty and staff 
– have earned your place 
at Carolina, and you de-
serve an environment 
where you can thrive.” 

Harry Smith, the power-
ful chairman of the UNC 
Board of Governors, 
pointed out that his alma 
mater, East Carolina Uni-
versity, removed the name 
of one-time North Carolina 
governor Charles B. Ay-
cock, a noted white su-
premacist, from a campus 
dorm in 2015.  

“At ECU, they made a 
decision they thought was 
in their best interest,” 
Smith said. “I don’t know 
how much of a different 
viewpoint I’ve got on that. 
I think we should have 
more local autonomy at 
the local level. My view 
and opinion right now is 
the more latitude we give 
the campuses, the better. 
They know who they are 
better than anybody.” 

By Joe Killian  
THE POLICY WATCH



SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 2019 PAGE A4

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Have an idea for an invention/new product?  We 
help everyday inventors try to patent and submit their 
ideas to companies! Call InventHelp®,FREE 
INFORMATION! 855-648-6453 
 
Struggling with DRUGS or ALCOHOL? Addicted to 
PILLS? Talk to someone who cares. Call The Addiction 
Hope & Help Line for a free assessment. 888-537-9106 
 
MobileHelp, America's Premier Mobile Medical Alert 
System. Whether You're Home or Away. For Safety 
and Peace of Mind. No Long Term Contracts! Free 
Brochure! Call Today! 1-844-677-7675 
 
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, NO risk! 
We've recovered millions. Let us help you!! Call 24/7, 
844-286-9124 
 
Compare Medicare Supplement Plans and Save! 
Explore Top Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans 
For Free! Get covered and Save! Call 888-900-8639

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families fi nd senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you! 
(855) 399-9881

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a 

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CAREINDEPENDENTINDEPENDEN

COMPUTER SVCS
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON 
SITE! Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY 
SERVICE, In-home repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-401-1673

HEALTH SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

LIMITED

TIME OFFER!

CALL TODAY! 855.407.9042

Your Local Pest 
Control Experts for 
Nearly 100 Years

o

pestfree365
Protecting your home and family from over

36 different pests - 365 days a year

 

y

pepeststfrfreeee363655
Protecting your home and family from over

SAVE 100
with annual contract*

SAVE 50
off new 

termite protection*
off initial pest service

*Offer expires 8/30/2019. Offer available to new residential termite 
customers who purchased termite coverage on or after 3/20/19. This offer 
does not apply to commercial termite plans or the pestfree365 + Termite 
bundle plan. The $100 discount will be deducted from the initial service. 

Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer details subject to change.

AUCTIONS
533 ACRES | AUCTION SEPT. 12, HALIFAX, VA. 
Available in its entirety or in 10 tracts ranging from 8 – 
123 acres. Opening bids as low as $735/Acre! Bid live 
or online. www.Motleys.com. SVN/Motleys. 877-
MOTLEYS. NCL5914 
 
AUCTION Super Toy Collection-Vintage-Collectible-
Windups-Cars-Trucks-Guns-GI Joe-Dolls, etc. Saturday 
Sept.7@10 a.m. LEINBACH AUCTION GALLERY 9497 
Hwy150 Clemmons, NC 27012 (336)416-9614 
NCAL#5871 AUCTIONZIP.COM ID#5969 
 
ABSOLUTE AUCTION LAKE HICKORY-1.035 ACRES-
WATERFRONT PLANTATION POINTE. 5200 PENINSULA 
DRIVE #44 GRANITE FALLS, NC SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 
14TH, 2019. 11:00 AM BOYER REALTY & AUCTION Col. 
James R. "Jimmy" Boyer NCAL 1792. 336-572-2323 
Email: boyerrealty@skybest.com 
www.BoyerRealtyandAuction.com 
 
Bankruptcy Auction of Vehicles, Tire Repair 
Equipment & Tools in Rockingham, NC, Online Only, 
Begins Closing 9/16 at 2pm, Bankruptcy Case #19-
10263, ironhorseauction.com, 800.997.2248, NCAL 
3936

AUTO DONATION
GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR SUV?  Do the humane 
thing. Donate it to the Humane Society.  Call 1-888-
342-9355

AUTOMOTIVE
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your donation helps education, 
prevention & support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 
HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 888-641-9690

This is real dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 
cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including  
   your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

1-844-496-8601
dental50plus.com/ncpress

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 AW19-1034

VACATION

TM

1-855-691-1281
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $199 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 

surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 8/31/19. Other terms 

and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Immerse yourself in the pomp and circumstance of the 131st Rose 
Parade with a YMT exclusive float viewing event and private 
dinner with the Tournament of Roses Committee, and comfortable 
grandstand seating to watch the parade up close. You’ll enjoy 5 
wonderful days in glamorous Los Angeles, seeing highlights of 
the sprawling City of Angels from Hollywood to Beverly Hills to the 
vibrantly revitalized Downtown. Ask about our post-parade float 
viewing add-on to make your experience even more spectacular! 

5 days, departs December 29, 2019

ROSE PARADE & LOS ANGELES TOUR
Los Angeles • Pasadena

FROM
$1,049*

$799*

Visit us  
online: 

www.triangletribune.com

HEALTHCARE   
Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up To 90% Savings 
from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medications Available! 
Prescriptions Req'd. Pharmacy Checker Approved. 
CALL Today for Your FREE Quote. 844-290-0096

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT        

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 844-376-0084 
 
ENERGY SAVING NEW WINDOWS! Beautify your home! 
Save on monthly energy bills with NEW WINDOWS 
from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest. 
Restrictions apply 888-676-0813 
 
AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING! Beautify your home! Save 
on monthly energy bills with beautiful NEW SIDING 
from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest. 
Restrictions apply 877-731-0014

INTERNET
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink Today 1-866-887-0237

LEGAL SERVICES  
SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! We have recovered millions for clients! 
Call today for a FREE consultation! 855-324-5256

LOANS/REAL 
ESTATE            

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan Modification? Is the 
bank threatening foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's 
Relief Line! FREE CONSULTATION! 855-995-4199

MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your drug costs! SAVE 
$$! 50 Pills for $99.00. FREE Shipping! 100 Guaranteed 
and Discreet. CALL  1-855-458-7417

MISCELLANEOUS
GET A $250 AT&T VISA® REWARD CARD WHEN YOU 
BUY A SMARTPHONE ON AT&T NEXT! Limited Time 
Offer. More For Your Thing. (*Req's well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restr's apply.) Call Now! 1-866-639-6524 
or visit www.250reward.com/NC 
 
Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Original were originally $129.95 - NOW 
WITH THIS SPECIAL OFFER are only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-877-914-6068 
 
Stay in your home longer with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including a 
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-393-3307 or visit 
www.walkintubquote.com/nc 
 
DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $14.95/month. Best 
Technology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR Included. FREE 
Installation. Some restrictions apply. Call 1-877-920-
7405

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

SERVICES
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Breaking News, Live Events, Sports 
& On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 1-855-730-4044
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W Borship riefs

RALEIGH 
OAK CITY BAPTIST 
726 Method Road 
Pastor James Burgess 

and the Mass Choir of 
Compassionate Baptist 
will render service on 
Sept. 17 at 7 p.m. during 
revival.  

DURHAM 
MT. GILEAD BAPTIST 
The Rev. David D. Mit-

chell will celebrate his 
10th anniversary Sept. 8 
at 8 & 10 a.m. The Rev. 
Perry Simmons of Shiloh 
Baptist Church in Geor-
gia is the guest preacher. 

 
Send your church news 

to: The Triangle Tribune, 
115 Market Street, Suite 
360-G, Durham, NC 
27701; e-mail info@trian-
gletribune.com; or fax 
688-2740. Deadline: 
Tuesday by noon. 

 

Where do Americans 
find their identity?

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – In 
"Overcomer," a new film 
from Alex and Stephen 
Kendrick opening August 
23, a young girl struggles 
to understand where her 
identity is grounded. Most 
Americans say they find 
their identity in relation-
ships and achievements, 
according to a new study. 

LifeWay Research asked 
1,010 Americans about 
their sense of identity and 
what matters most about 
themselves. The study was 
conducted Sept. 21-23, 
2018. These are important 
questions to ask, said Alex 
Kendrick, director of 
"Overcomer."  

"There is an ongoing de-
bate in our culture about 
who or what gets to deter-
mine our identity," he said. 
"We believe the Creator 
gets to define His creation. 
When we find our personal 
identity in Christ, then that 
is the truest and most 
stable foundation we could 
have." 

Few Americans, however, 
say religion in general or 
faith in Christ specifically 
is at the forefront of their 
identity. When asked the 
open-ended question, 
"When you think about 
who you are, what are the 
first three things that come 
to mind?" 8 percent say 
Christian. Fewer say reli-
gious/spiritual (2 percent), 
child of God (2 percent) or 
blessed (1 percent). 

More Americans mention 
being a parent (25 percent), 
intelligent (12 percent), 
their job (11 percent), com-
passionate (11 percent), 
husband (10 percent), kind 
(10 percent), trustworthy 
(10 percent), wife (8 per-
cent), friend (8 percent), 
hardworking (8 percent) 
and honest (8 percent). 

Most characteristics vol-
unteered were positive or 
merely factual, but some 
Americans chose poten-
tially negative traits as one 
of the first things that 
came to mind about them-
selves like lonely (4 per-
cent), anxious (2 percent), 
overweight (1 percent), 
angry (1 percent), bored (1 
percent) or poor (less than 
1 percent). 

"There is no single lens or 
identifier Americans use to 
think of themselves," said 
Scott McConnell, executive 
director of LifeWay Re-
search. "Ironically, that 
means the personal iden-
tity people have or seek 
may not be what others see 
in them." 

When given a list of po-
tential facets that could be 
"very important" to their 
identity, most respondents 
point to their role in their 
family (73 percent) and the 
good they do (57 percent). 
Around half say what they 
have achieved (51 percent) 
and their role as friend (49 
percent) is vital to their 
identity. Fewer choose 
their interests or hobbies 

(44 percent), what they 
have endured (39 percent), 
their religious faith (37 
percent), their talents (35 
percent), their job (32 per-
cent) or their education (29 
percent). 

Even fewer point to their 
country of birth (26 per-
cent), political views (18 
percent), looks (17 per-
cent), ethnic group (16 per-
cent), sexuality (12 
percent) or favorite sports 
team (7 percent) as a very 
important part of their 
identity. 

When asked to choose 
the most important part of 
their identity, Americans 
are most likely to say their 
familial role (44 percent) is 
top among those charac-
teristics that are very im-
portant. Around 1 in 6 (18 
percent) say their religious 
faith is the most important 
part of their identity. For 
10 percent of Americans, 

the good they do is most 
vital. Fewer than 1 in 10 
chose any of the other op-
tions. 

"Family roles are vital and 
priceless," Kendrick said, 
"but not perfect or unshak-
able. Any time we base our 
identity on changing fac-
tors, we are setting our-
selves up for failure and 
disappointment." 

His brother Alex agreed. 
"Unfortunately, family rela-
tionships can change. Di-
vorce is too common. 
Children can become es-
tranged. Crisis sometimes 
separates even the closest 
family connections. In 
other words, that cannot be 
your foundation," he said. 

"Family relationships 
work best when based on 
God's love and design. 
When God is the priority 
and foundation, families 
are in a better position to 
flourish." 

By Aaron Earls 
BAPTIST PRESS 

Checklist sparks  
friendship, opens ministry 
doors to neighbors

STOWELL, Texas – 
Sammy Little looked down 
at the checklist in his hand. 
One empty box on the spir-
itual goals inventory he 
and thousands of men 
gathered at the 1995 Prom-
ise Keepers conference had 
been asked to take glared 
back at him. 

"One of them was race re-
lated," said Little, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of 
Stowell in southeast Texas. 
The rural town is just 
south of Vidor and Jasper, 
communities with tense ra-
cial histories. 

The list in Little's hand 
required that the white 
pastor honestly assess 
whether he counted 
anyone of another race 
among his close friends. 
"And I had to be honest," 
Little told the TEXAN. "I 
mean, I don't want to be 
prejudiced but I really 
don't know anybody. I'm 
friendly with a couple of 
people, but we really don't 
know each other. So I 
thought, 'Well, I gotta get a 
black friend.' So, I went and 
asked Mack." 

Mack Bronson managed 
the meat market in the 
local grocery store in 1995. 
Little was among his many 
white acquaintances. But 
Bronson, who is black, was 
also well acquainted with 
racism.  

Growing up in 1950s- 
and '60s-era Jasper, big-
otry's hateful expressions 
toward him – compounded 
by his father's untimely 
death in a work-related ac-
cident – left him angry. A 
strong work ethic earned 
him favor and promotions 
with white store managers. 
But he admitted good busi-
ness sense, not a compas-
sionate heart, animated his 
congenial relationship with 
white customers. 

That is until Little ap-
proached him at work with 
a proposition. "Sam came 
to my job and told me, 'I 
need a black friend,'" Bron-
son recalled. "That's what 
he did. I'm serious. And I 
told him that, 'Well, I can 
qualify because I'm black.'" 
And he accepted the invita-
tion. 

Bronson, 72, and Little, 
62, recounted the story of 
their enduring friendship 
from a conference room at 
First Baptist Church Stow-

ell. The men quibbled like 
old friends over the details 
of what happened next. But 
24 years removed from 
that moment, they agreed 
God had a hand in bringing 
– and keeping – them to-
gether. 

Depending on whose rec-
ollection is correct, the 
men met that afternoon or 
the next day at the new 
McDonald's restaurant in 
neighboring Winnie. There 
they shared stories about 
growing up and discovered 
they were "as different as 
daylight and dark," Bron-
son said. 

Their differences re-
quired working through 
disagreements instead of 
abandoning the relation-
ship. That commitment 
testified to their respective 
–and racially divided – 
communities about the 
Gospel's power of reconcil-
iation. And their friendship 
introduced them to people 
and circles of influence 
they would not have had 
without each other. 

Better together 
When he wasn't manag-

ing the meat market, Bron-
son ministered to young 
gang members in the rural 
community. Armed with 
the Gospel and little else, 
Bronson turned to Little 
and his mostly white con-
gregation for help. "If you 
had a basketball and a gym 
at that particular time, you 
could be like a pied piper," 
Bronson said. 

So Little offered his 
church gym. And Bronson 
offered a Bible study and 
pickup basketball for the 
town's black gang 
members. By 1998, that 
outreach effort turned into 
a church plant in Beau-
mont.  

Little encouraged Bron-
son to follow God's call to 
start and lead what would 
become a predominantly 
black congregation. The 
members lived on the 
fringes of their com-
munities. They were poor. 
They were ex-cons. And 
they committed their lives 
to Christ, Bronson said. 

Bronson recently retired 
as its pastor. The two 
churches have maintained 
a relationship with the 
Stowell church offering aid 
through the years. In 
March, Little and members 
of his congregation joined 
the Beaumont church in 
celebrating its 20th anni-

versary. 
Influence outside  
the church 
When the two attend 

church networking meet-
ings, Bronson is often the 
only black man or Little is 
the only white man. It 
doesn't feel awkward any-
more, they said. But it 
doesn't feel right, either. 
"Everyone realizes we 
should have more blacks 
here," said Little about the 
Southern Baptists of Texas 
Convention and other 
church networks his 
church cooperates with. 

He acknowledged ongo-
ing efforts to draw more 
minority pastors into the 
networks, but the relation-
ships seem short-lived, he 
said. And while attempts to 
bridge the racial divide on 
a church-to-church basis 
may falter, their one-on-
one relationship has 
opened interracial ministry 
opportunities for both 
men. 

Bronson preached at FBC 
Stowell while Little traveled 
in Israel. And with intro-
ductions made by Bronson, 
Little aided in the recovery 
efforts of a small black 
church following Hurricane 
Harvey. It's work Little 
would not have been a part 
of had it not been for his 
friendship with Bronson. 

With the reconstruction 
completed, Little and Bron-
son attended the church's 
rededication services. 
"They had all these black 
pastors and me. It was 
great!" Little said. 

More than a moral check-
list 

In retrospect, Bronson 
and Little recognize they 
each filled a void in the 
other's life and in their re-
spective ministries. Their 
relationship has testified to 
the Gospel's redeeming 
work in a region where 
people still exist along a ra-
cial divide. 

Pastors should set the 
standard for recognizing 
the lack of interracial 
friendships and in ac-
knowledging the sinful 
prejudices that inhibit 
those friendships, Little 
said. 

"Sam said he was prej-
udiced," Bronson said. 
"Sam did something about 
it. He had a choice. He 
wanted to be obedient to 
the Lord. Same with my-
self." 

 

By Bonnie Pritchett 
Southern Baptist TEXAN

AROUND THE TRIANGLE
GARNER 
FUNDRAISER 
My Life Matters suicide 

prevention awareness 
event is Sept. 15, 5-7:30 
p.m., Perfectly Flawed 
Community Center, 1319 
Fifth Ave. Contact: Fatima 
Smith at (919) 434-6254. 

 
RALEIGH 
SHAW U 
An SBA Entrepreneurial 

Summit is Sept. 12, 8 a.m. 
to noon, on campus. Visit 
www.eventbrite.com. 

 
CONFERENCE 
Aging Life Care Associa-

tion will host its Sept. 12-
14 conference at Brier 
Creek Embassy Suites. Visit 
www.sealca.org/annual-
conference. 

 
CARY 
TENNIS 
Atlantic Tire Tennis 

Championships is Sept. 9-
15 at Cary Tennis Park. 
Visit atlantictirechampion-
ships.com. 

 
DURHAM 
WELLFEST 
WellFest NC 2019 is Sept. 

7-8 in downtown Durham. 
Visit wellfestnc.com for 
more info. 

 
SEAFOOD 
Taste of Soul NC Seafood 

Edition is Sept. 8, 4-8 p.m., 

Durham Central Park, 501 
Foster St. 

 
SUMMIT 
Black Media Story Sum-

mit is Sept. 8, 1:30 p.m., 
Durham Armory in down-
town. Visit blackpublicme-
dia.org. 

 
CONFERENCE 
Second Annual Black 

Communities Conference 
is Sept. 9-11, 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Durham Convention 
Center Plaza, 309 W. Mor-
gan St. Visit blackcomu-
nities.unc.edu/. 

 
CONCERT 
Buddy Guy, with special 

guest Shemekia Copeland, 
will perform Sept. 10 at the 
DPAC, 123 Vivian St. Visit 
ticketmaster.com. 

 
FASHION SHOW 
Ngozi Design will host a 

art & soul fashion show 
Sept. 13, 6-9 p.m., The 
Fruit, 305 S. Dillard St. Visit 
carrack.ticketleap.com. 

 
FESTIVAL 
Foster Street Arts Festival 

for Entrepreneurship is 
Sept. 14, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
CCB Plaza, 201 Corcoran 
St. 

 
CHAPEL HILL 
LYNCHING 
“Just Another Lynching: 

An American Horror Story” 
puppet performance is 
Sept. 9, 6-8 p.m., Chapel 
Hill Public Library, Meeting 
Room B. For ages 10 and 
up. 

 
SEMINAR 
“Demystifying Dyslexia” 

seminar is Sept. 10, noon 
to 2 p.m., UNC School of 
Social Work. Register at 
ssw.unc.edu/sswevents/. 

 
MEETING 
A public meeting to dis-

cuss Chapel Hill’s future is 
Sept. 12, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
Extraordinary Ventures, 
200 S. Elliott Road. 

 
CONCERT 
Hip-hop artist Tierra 

Whack will perform Sept. 
13, 8 p.m., UNC’s Memorial 
Hall, 114 E. Cameron Ave. 
Visit www.carolinaper-
formingarts.org. 

 
HILLSBOROUGH 
FUNDRAISER 
A three-day fundraiser 

for the historic Russell 
School has been cancelled 
due to Hurricane Dorian. 
Visit www.historicrussell-
school.org. 

 
FAIR 
A Resource Fair is Sept. 

14, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 113 
Mayo St. 

 

Left to right: Mack Bronson and Sammy Little
COURTESY
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St. Augustine’s (0-0)  
vs. Lenoir-Rhyne (0-0) 
Coach Tim Chavous said 

he wanted a tough noncon-
ference schedule, and he 
got it. 

The Falcons open at Le-
noir-Rhyne, a first-time 
meeting between the two 
teams. Next week is a trip to 
Mars Hill to take on the 
Mountain Lions before their 
home opener against Vir-
ginia State.  

SAU hasn’t won its season 
opener since a 28-10 vic-
tory over Wingate on Sep-
tember 1, 2012. It was 
Wingate’s first-ever loss 
against a CIAA team. 

 
Shaw (0-0) vs.  
Campbell (0-0) 
The Bears are seeking 

their first win against the 
Camels. Shaw was shut out 
last season 42-0. 

The Bears are riding a 
high from last season after 
winning four of their last 
five games. 

Shaw has set a theme for 
all its home games: 

• Youth Day: September 
14 vs. Bowie State  

• Faculty & Staff Appreci-
ation: September 28 vs. Ed-
ward Waters  

• Homecoming: October 
19 vs. Livingstone 

• Raleigh Classic: No-
vember 9 vs. St. Aug’s 

North Carolina A&T State Uni-
versity joined a growing list of 
HBCUs selling alcohol inside 
their football stadiums when the 
defending MEAC and black col-
lege football champion hosted 
backyard rival Elon University 
last weekend. 

The A&T board of trustees 
unanimously approved a res-
olution during the summer per-
mitting alcohol sales at most of 
the school’s sports venues, tak-
ing advantage of a new state law 
allowing the sale of alcoholic 
beverages at college sporting 
events to expanding on its prac-
tice begun a year ago. 

Norfolk State University began 
selling alcohol at its games two 
years ago. “It’s an evolution of 
what intercollegiate athletics is 
moving to in terms of what adult 
fans want in terms of the fan ex-
perience,’’ MEAC Commissioner 
Dennis Thomas said. “It will be a 
trend if it’s not already. You have 
to evolve with the times. Once 
upon a time there was prohi-
bition, but that was not what the 
people wanted.” 

Six of eight SWAC member 
schools responding to a survey 
by the conference office – Ala-
bama A&M, Alabama State, Gram-
bling State, Prairie View A&M, 
Southern and Texas Southern 
universities – indicated they sell 
alcohol. Alcorn State and Missis-
sippi Valley State universities 
don’t sell alcohol; Jackson State 
and Arkansas-Pine Bluff didn’t re-
spond. 

Tennessee State University, an 
Ohio Valley Conference member, 
allows alcohol sales when it plays 
at Nissan Stadium, home of the 
NFL Tennessee Titans, but not 
when the Tigers play on campus 
at Hale Stadium. Hampton Uni-
versity, a member of the Big 
South Conference, sells alcoholic 
beverages in an adult zone. 

North Carolina A&T is expand-
ing on its practice from last sea-
son, when it operated a “beer 
garden” where wine and beer 
were sold in a tented area that 
consisted of about a half-dozen 
tables with chairs and could be 
consumed only there. This year, 
wine and beer will be sold at 
booths located at either side of 
each end zone and in a tent at the 
north end the stadium. 

North Carolina A&T director of 
athletics Earl Hilton said the 
change was made as an amenity 
for fans and for fan safety. “Our 
hope is that people will be less 
inclined to engage in unregulated 
pre-game consumption and in-
game consumption at private 
tailgate events, since we will have 
that amenity available in the sta-
dium in a more controlled envi-
ronment,’’ Hilton said. 

Marty Miller, Norfolk State’s di-
rector of athletics, said his school 
was looking to increase revenue 
when it began alcohol sales, but 
the move hasn’t reaped the fi-
nancial reward hoped for. 

“For us, it’s just been some-
thing we added for the fan ex-
perience,’’ Miller said. “But we 
haven’t realized any great reve-
nue from it. It’s something that’s 
been slowly catching on for us. I 
have no idea why it’s been slow. 
I thought it would be more pop-
ular. It’s something we’re going 
to continue, hoping it will get 
better each year.’’ 

Grambling is selling alcohol for 
the second season, but it’s not al-
lowed to be sold at the general 
concession stands. Instead, fans 
must show proper ID when mak-
ing their wine or beer purchases, 
there is a two-drink-per-purchase 
limit and sales end in the third 
quarter. Athletics Director David 
“Rusty’’ Ponton says his school 
adopted alcohol sales basically 
because all the other state 
schools in Louisiana were allow-
ing it. 

The Thurgood Marshall College 
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Northern quarterback Cole Garrett did everything but carry the water bucket against 
Jordan Wednesday night. Garrett ran for two touchdowns, kicked all the extra points 
and had an interception late in the game that was negated by a penalty to lead the 
Knights to a 27-20 win over the Falcons in junior varsity action. Garrett’s second TD of 4 
yards with 2:10 left in the game broke a 20-all tie that turned out to be the game-winner.  
Also scoring for Northern were running back Jan Carlos (34), above, on a 22-yard 
scamper, and Ellison Moore, who recovered a blocked punt in the end zone to give 
the Knights a 20-6 lead in the first half. 
 
But Jordan QB Amari Odum rallied the Falcons with back-to-back TD passes: a 23-yar-
der to Jason Harris Jr. as time expired in the first half, and 14 yards to Hunter Davis at the 
start of the third to tie the game at 20. Amari also caught a streaking Harris down the 
right sideline for 95 yards to give Jordan its first score of the game. 

    – Bonitta Best 

The HBCU football season 
has gotten off to a heck of a 
bang. 

Erase from your mind 
Howard’s 79-0 loss to Mary-
land – a game that never 
should have been played, 
and let’s focus on the good 
that came out of last week-
end’s season openers. 

First, North Carolina A&T 
came through – again – with 
a hard-fought win over Elon. 

Both teams were ranked 
heading into the game: the 
Aggies at No. 21 and Elon at 
No. 19. A&T trailed 7-0 early 

on and looked 
as sluggish as a 
drunk sailor. 
The team twice 
had a chance to 
take the lead in 
the fourth 
quarter, but 
kicker Noel Ruiz 
missed two 
field goals from 
43 and 40 
yards. Many 

teams would have tanked. 
But the Aggies defense held 

Elon to 3-and-out with 25 
seconds left, setting up 
Ruiz’s 52-yarder as time ex-
pired. 

“We never lost confidence 
in him,” A&T coach Sam 
Washington said. “There 
were different things we cor-
rected like his shoes, and he 
felt very positive about going 
out and kicking that last kick. 
I saw the look in his eyes, he 
wanted that opportunity and 
he nailed it.”  

This weekend – Hurricane 
Dorian notwithstanding – the 
Aggies face another FBS op-
ponent in Duke. 

A&T has defeated an FBS 
opponent the past three sea-
sons: East Carolina last year, 
Charlotte in 2017 and Kent 
State in ’16. But none of the 
three teams are as impres-
sive as the Blue Devils, de-
spite their 42-3 shellacking 
to Alabama in their season 
opener. And you know 
they’ll want to erase that loss 
by embarrassing their next 
opponent. Washington isn’t 
fooled. 

“I think we are physically 
strong enough to stand some 
of the power stuff. But they 
have so much size and 
speed,” he said. “You know, 
we’re up against guys 6-5, 
330 pounds who are very 
agile and can move. All the 
skilled guys run 4.5 or better. 
Those are the two main chal-
lenges. But we can run a little 
bit, too.” 

Despite the obvious mis-
match on paper, don’t count 
the Aggies out.  

 
Pough gets his day 
South Carolina State coach 

Buddy Pough wasn’t even 
supposed to be back this sea-
son. Just about every media 
outlet had Pough ending his 
14-year career at his alma 
mater in 2018.  

But despite a season-end-
ing loss to North Carolina 
Central, the Bulldogs won 
four of their last five games, 
and Pough was given a one-
year contract to ride out into 
the sunset.  

Not so fast. 
In the biggest HBCU upset 

of the weekend, SCSU de-
feated nationally ranked 
Wofford 28-13 to give Pough 
his biggest win since a 17-7 
victory over nationally 
ranked Furman on Sept. 20, 
2014.  

How many times have we 
seen it? A HBCU leads at half-
time only to blow it in the 
second half. But the Bulldogs 
jumped on the Terriers early 
and didn’t let up. S.C. State 
hadn’t defeated Wofford 
since 1976!!  

I think just about every-
body in the MEAC jumped up 
and let out a scream for 
Pough, who is one of the 
most respected coaches, and 
men, in all of college football. 
No matter how bad things 
got during the last few years 
or how much trash fans and 
alumni talked, he never bad-
mouthed his alma mater or 
the administrators. He has 
been a gentleman through it 
all.  

So-o-o-o-o, if SCSU winds 
up winning the conference 
title, will Pough ride off into 
the sunset or extend that 
contract just a little bit 
longer? 

`

Aggies, 
Bulldogs 
set the 
bar in 
Week 1

PHOTO/BONITTA BEST

NCCU loses another QB
Morgan State senior line-

backer Ian McBorrough has 
been named to the 2019 
William V. Campbell Trophy 
Watch List. The award rec-
ognizes the top football 
scholar-athlete in the coun-
try. 

"Ian McBorrough em-
bodies the values of Morgan 
State University in every 
way, Athletics Director Ed-
ward Scott said. “He excels 
in the classroom, in the 
community, and on the 
field. Mr. McBorrough rep-
resents what is possible 
when you maximize your 
opportunities and take ad-
vantage of all the resources 
at ‘the national treasure’ 
that is Morgan State Univer-
sity." 

Fourteen finalists will be 
announced next month and 
all will receive an $18,000 
post-graduate scholarship. 
One winner will receive a 
$25,000 scholarship. 

 
N.C. Central  (0-1)  
vs. Towson (1-0) 
The Eagles lost more than 

just a game against Austin 
Peay last weekend. 

First reported by News & 
Observer reporter Jonas 
Pope, redshirt senior quar-
terback Chancey Caldwell 
announced via Instagram 
the following night after the 
game that he would enter 
the transfer portal. 

Caldwell, the presumed 
starter this season, lost the 
role to redshirt junior Micah 
Zanders. But Zanders was 
ineffective against Austin 
Peay, completing 50% of his 
passes for 61 yards and 
zero touchdowns. Caldwell 
entered the game in the sec-
ond quarter and was 8 of 23 
for 78 yards and one TD in 
the 41-10 loss. 

Coach Trei Oliver said on 
Tuesday’s MEAC teleconfer-
ence that Caldwell’s depar-
ture wasn’t “going to have 
an effect on the team going 
forward.” 

When pushed for more in-
formation, Oliver replied: 
“Chauncey is no longer part 
of the team. Let’s focus on 
the guys that are still on the 
team.” 

NCCU has three additional 
quarterbacks on the roster: 
freshman Davius Richard, 
sophomore Travis Griffin 
and redshirt junior Eddie 
Yearby. 

Caldwell is the second QB 
to leave the Eagles program. 
Graduate QB Naiil Ramadan 
transferred to Winston-
Salem State earlier this year 
for his final season of eligi-
bility. 

The Eagles travel to na-
tionally ranked Towson 
University this weekend. 
The Tigers have won the 
previous two meetings.  

NCCU completes its three-
game road trip next Sat-
urday at Gardner-Webb. 

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com
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Northern holds off  
Jordan for tough win

By Roscoe Nance 
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Fund doesn’t have a position regarding alcohol sales by its member schools. 
And president and CEO Harry L. Williams said he doesn’t see a problem with 
the practice. 

“Our schools are always looking for ways of generating revenue,’’ Williams 
said. “I look at this as another way for potential revenue. It’s nothing new. It 
might be new to HBCUs. As long as you are appropriately selling it to the ap-
propriate audience, I don’t have an issue with it.’’ 

 

More HBCUs selling  
alcohol in arenas
Continued from page 1A

N.C. A&T has joined the growing list of beer sellers this season.
COURTESY
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ATLANTA – The Sunday 
after the Bethune-Cook-
man football team de-
feated Jackson State in the 
MEAC/SWAC Challenge, 
the Wildcats expected to 
head back to their campus. 
But with Hurricane Dorian 
churning in the Atlantic 
Ocean and streaming to-
wards Florida's east coast, 
that plan was made impos-
sible. And it left the 125-
person traveling party of 
BCU players, coaches and 
support staff stuck in in 
their Atlanta hotel. 

That's when a former 
Clark Atlanta football 
player reached out to his 
alma mater for help. 

The result: the CAU 
family stepped in and pro-
vided a place for the Wild-
cats to eat, work out and 
do other things until 
they're able to get back to 
Florida. 

"Honestly, it's all been a 
godsend for us – president 
Dr. George T. French Jr., 
athletic director Dr. J Lin 
Dawson, and head coach 
Tim Bowens for just allow-
ing us to work out over 
here," said B-CU football 
coach Terry Sims, as his 
Wildcats practiced at CAU 
Panther Stadium Tuesday 
afternoon. "They opened 
their doors to us." 

After last Sunday's game, 
the Wildcats found out 
they wouldn't be allowed 
to travel back to Daytona 
Beach as Dorian headed in 
that direction. Reginald 
Thomas, B-CU's senior as-
sociate athletic director for 
Student Athlete Services, is 
a Clark Atlanta graduate 
who was a four-year letter-
man for the Panthers' foot-
ball squad. 

In true "Find A Way or 
Make One" fashion, 
Thomas tapped his CAU 
family for help. He and 
Sims called Andre Burgess 
of Sodexo, who runs the 
CAU cafeteria and once 
worked at BCU, to ask for 

help. Burgess then called 
Bowens to see if the foot-
ball program could give 
them a place to practice 
and tend to their other 
needs. 

The Wildcats have been 
eating their meals at the 
CAU cafeteria and practic-
ing at CAU Panther Sta-
dium in the afternoons. 
The Panthers hold their 
practices in the mornings. 
With some additional help 
from supplies provided by 
the NFL's Atlanta Falcons 
and assistance from neigh-
boring Georgia State Uni-
versity, Bowens said the 
Panthers were more than 
happy to lend a helping 
hand. 

"We want to serve others 
in their times of need be-
cause there are a lot of 
times in life that we're 
going to ask for that help 
as well," he said. "Whether 
it's in the arena of football 
or in life, I think being able 
to have somebody or 
people there who are will-
ing to open their doors and 
arms and say, 'we'll help,' is 
important.” 

Dawson said this situ-
ation epitomizes the spe-
cial spirit of camaraderie 
that links all historically 
black colleges and univer-
sities. "This shows us that 
we're still connected and 
the success of one largely 
depends on the success of 
the other," he said. "We 
cannot overlook that. Un-
fortunately, crisis has a 
way of bringing us to-
gether, but, besides that, 
we are joined at the hip. 
Their struggle is our strug-
gle. Their triumphs are our 
triumphs and vice versa.” 

Sims said his team hoped 
to leave Atlanta by Wed-
nesday to make the nearly 
six-hour bus ride back to 
Daytona Beach, though 
they continue to monitor 
the storm. Until then, he 
and the B-CU family are 
thankful for the help that 
they've received. 

"Just them opening their 
doors and allowing us to 
come in and make this our 
home right now, you can't 
really put a price on that," 
Sims said. 

 

CAU hosts B-CU football 
team stuck in Atlanta 

CLARK ATLANTA SPORTS  
INFORMATION

North Carolina A&T has 
signed 14 players to the 
2020 baseball squad. 

The Aggies, who’ve won 
back-to-back MEAC South-
ern Division titles and the 
2018 tournament title, an-
nounced the addition of 14 
players who will wear the 
Blue and Gold in 2020.  

A&T head coach Ben Hall 
added four transfers: Cole 
Parks, a pitcher from Hun-
tersville who played at 
Winston-Salem State; out-
fielder Justin 
Rodriguez  (Daytona 
State);  Timothy Davila, 
a pitcher from Belmont 
who played at Catawba Val-
ley Community College); 
and  first baseman/out-
fielder Alex Bibb (Walters 
State Community College). 

Parks, who was named to 
the 2019 NCCSIA College 
Division all-state squad, 

logged a 12-2 record in 
2019 with a 4.57 earned 
run average, school-record 
104 strikeouts and five 
complete games in 86.2 in-
nings at Winston-Salem 
State, which dropped base-
ball at season’s end.  

Parks also hit .385 with 
four doubles, two triples, 
six home runs and 34 runs 
batted in with 25 runs 
scored.  He was named to 
the Black College Nine Elite 
team and the National Col-
legiate Baseball Writers As-
sociation All-Region team.   

Ten freshmen were 
signed, including C.J. Has-
sell of Charlotte, who 
played at Cox Mill High. 
Hassell is ranked in the top 
1,000 players nationally 
and the No. 16 outfielder in 
North Carolina by Perfect 
Game.   

He was ranked in the top-
10 in his high school con-
ference in batting average 

By Herbert L. White 
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

Aggies sign 14 for  
baseball program

(eighth), home runs (third), 
slugging percentage 
(ninth), RBI (fourth), stolen 
bases (third) and outfield 
assists (first). 

Also joining the Aggies 
are Noah Lea (Greensboro 
Dudley),  Cameron Sim-
mons  (East 
Rutherford),  Alex 
Reyna  (Fayetteville Jack 
Britt),  Alex Hall  (Mount 
Airy), Justin O’Neal (Madi-
son McMichael), Keith Tay-
lor  (Jackson (Ga.) 
High), Pres Ostert (Pine-
hurst Pinecrest),  Kyras 
Dawson  (Silver Springs, 
Md., St. John’s College 
Prep) and  Ian 
Cawthorne (Silver Springs, 
Md., Bishop McNamara). 

Another recruit, Marc 
Church, a right-handed 
pitcher and shortstop from 
Atlanta, signed with the 
Texas Rangers.  

September 27 - October 13

Tickets 919.821.3111  |  Raleighlittletheatre.org

SPONSORS: Raleigh Arts Commission • City of Raleigh • N&O 
NC Arts Council • Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina

By Dominique Morisseau • Directed by Lormarev Jones
This project was supported by the N.C. Arts Council, a division of 

the Department of Natural & Cultural Resources. www.NCArts.org.
“Blood at the Root” is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC. 

SIAC gets grant to fund 
men’s volleyball progran

SIAC.ORG
ATLANTA – The Southern 

Intercollegiate Athletic As-
sociation will add men’s 
volleyball as the league’s 
14th-sponsored sport with 
the support of a $1 million 
grant from First Point Vol-
leyball Foundation and 
USA Volleyball.  

Men’s volleyball will 
begin its first year of com-
petition in 2020-21.The $1 
million grant is being 
funded with $600,000 
from First Point Volleyball 
Foundation, a nonprofit 
started by John Speraw, 
head coach of the U.S. 
men’s national volleyball 
team and UCLA, and 
$400,000 from USA Volley-
ball.   

 Six SIAC member institu-
tions will sponsor men’s 
volleyball. A six-team con-
ference tournament also 
will take place at a date and 
site to be determined. 

“We are extremely 
pleased to receive this gen-
erous investment from the 
First Point Volleyball Foun-
dation and USA Volleyball," 
SIAC Commissioner Greg-
ory Moore said. "I am con-
vinced that the impact of 

this gift will not only be felt 
on the campuses of those 
participating SIAC member 
colleges and universities, 
but this gift could also 
serve as a catalyst for in-
creasing African American 
participation in men’s vol-
leyball throughout the 
United States. Moreover, as 
the one of the most pop-
ular sports internationally 
- particularly in Sub Saha-
ran Africa, the Caribbean 
and Latin America – HBCU 
sponsorship of men’s vol-
leyball will also create in-
ternational recruitment 
opportunities for SIAC 
member institutions.” 

First Point Volleyball 
Foundation and USA Vol-
leyball have both made di-
versity a strategic priority 
initiative and Jamie Davis, 
USA Volleyball’s CEO, be-
lieves the impact of HBCUs 
will be profound.   

“USA Volleyball is proud 
to be supporting this SIAC 
initiative to bring men’s 
varsity volleyball programs 
to six HBCU schools. As the 
National Governing Body 
for volleyball, we strive to 
increase the diversity and 

inclusion in our sport. I ap-
plaud the leadership and 
vision being shown by 
Commissioner Moore and 
all six of the schools’ pres-
idents and athletic direc-
tors.” 



8A FOCUS/The Triangle TribuneThe Triangle Tribune Sunday, September 8, 2019

Mina Rebel works on her display.
MATHIAS BISHOP

Left to right: Miss Black USA Talented Teen Naseyah Williams, Ms. Black N.C. 
Chemeka Williams and Miss Black N.C. Talented Teen Nacyiah Williams

The Southeast Raleigh High School dance team strikes a pose.

Monique Curry discusses her latest book and what inspired her to write it.

African American Cultural Festival 
Thousands attended the 10th anniversary of the African American Cultural Center in downtown Raleigh last weekend.

DURHAM – Six startup 
companies will be spend-
ing the next 12 weeks test-
ing out innovative 
solutions to local chal-
lenges.  

The city, county, and DPS 
staff collaboratively chose 
six partners for the 2019 
Innovate Durham cohort, a 
program that allows start-
ups and entrepreneurs to 

STAFF REPORTS use local government as a 
lab to test out an idea, pro-
duct or service by getting 
access to local government 
staff, data, and facilities.  

Innovate Durham re-
ceived 28 applications 
from companies interested 
in participating in year 
three of the program.  

A review committee 
made up of city and county 
leadership narrowed the 

field down to six partici-
pants, who each bring a 
unique, innovative solution 
to the program.   

For more information, 
visit the Innovate Durham 
webpage or email 
toney.thompson@dur-
hamnc.gov. 

• Process Maker is a 
workflow software that 
makes it easy to automate 
complex business pro-
cesses connecting people 

and existing company sys-
tems.  

• Reaszon is an accurate, 
unbiased, and fully auto-
mated critical reasoning as-
sessment.  

• Don’t Waste Durham 
creates solutions that pre-
vent trash, advancing a vi-
sion for the future that is a 
circular economy which 
designs waste out of the 
picture, keeps resources 
local, and cultivates resil-

ient communities.  
• NeedsList is a real-time 

needs registry for crisis re-
sponse. Its platform aggre-
gates supply, volunteer, 
and funding needs in real-
time from the field intro a 
centralized database to 
help communities get what 
they need, when they need 
it. 

• AC AnalytiX is an air 
conditioning/refrigeration 
early warning monitoring 

system that uses data ana-
lytics and cloud technology 
to analyze and trouble-
shoot.  

•  B.combs is a compre-
hensive platform that aims 
to save teachers’ and ad-
ministrators’ time by ag-
gregating activities and 
events, automating pro-
cesses, and providing ac-
tionable metrics. 

  

2019 Innovate Durham startups chosen


