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GIBSONVILLE — The tobacco fields near East Guilford High 
School are reminders of bygone times when getting into trouble 
at school meant a trip to the principal’s office, and maybe a 
phone call to a child’s parents. A paddling by the principal, now 
banned throughout North Carolina, and a severe scolding at 
home were about the worst outcomes for a student who misbe-
haved. 

But the old ways of disciplining children at school are long 
gone. The most dramatic changes commenced about two dec-
ades ago when school districts began to adopt “zero-tolerance” 
policies for bad behavior.  

Under zero tolerance policies, seemingly minor infractions 
committed at school can lead to an arrest and a court date, and 
that’s especially true if the offender is a child of color. 

Cheri Beasley, Chief Justice of the North Carolina Supreme 
Court, wants to change how school discipline is handled by en-
couraging communities to form judge-driven “School Justice 
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For Mary-Pat Hector, a 2019 
graduate of Spelman College 
and national youth director 
for the National Action Net-
work since 13, tackling food 
insecurity on college cam-
puses, growing youth entre-
preneurship, sustaining 
communities, encouraging 
wellness and fighting for re-
productive justice are some 
of the most salient issues she 
is addressing in this current 
moment. 

Although her work today is 
not centered around just one 
cause or issue, Hector ac-
knowledges that her spirit of 
activism has blossomed out 
of her early work in her Stone 
Mountain, Georgia, com-
munity to end gun and youth 
violence nearly a decade ago. 

“I realized that I was at-
tending more funerals than 
graduations, and I realized 
that people who I went to 
school with were becoming 
pregnant and dying,” she 
said. “The only way to kind 
of resist that was to get in-
volved or try to do some-
thing more positive.” 

At 10, Hector founded the 
nonprofit Youth in Action 
USA, with early organizing 
calling attention to the fact 
that her community estab-
lished a new jail at the time, 
but no new teen centers or 
spaces for youth to stay in-
volved in extracurricular ac-
tivities. After initial outreach 
failed to yield a response 
from some community 
megachurch pastors and po-
litical figures, Hector and her 
group began calling the radio 
stations. The Rev. Al Sharp-
ton, answered the phone on 
her line, Hector says. 

“I was pretty much like, 
‘You say you’re a community 
advocate, you say you’re for 
the uplift and the betterment 
of people of color, so what 
are you going to do about 
people in my community 
dying in Stone Mountain?’” 
she said. “Within two hours, 
his local Atlanta chapter of 
National Action Network 
came to Stone Mountain. 
Ever since then, I’ve been 
super involved in com-
munity activism and organ-
izing with National Action 
Network, but then also 
within my everyday life.” 

The Metro Atlanta native 
admits that engaging in com-
munity activism and organ-
izing as a young person has 
its challenges. “You’re still 
not taken as seriously. You’re 
still not heard, and you still 
have to fight to have people 
listen to you,” Hector said. 
“That was when I was 13, 14 
years old. Now, even being 
21, I feel like that still 
happens to me.” 

Hector turned heads when 
she ran for a city council seat 
in Stonecrest, Georgia, at 19. 
One of her opponents, 
George Turner Jr., wrote a 
letter that questioned her eli-
gibility to run because she 
was not 21. Members of the 

WASHINGTON – Pres-
idential candidate Pete But-
tigieg has raised more 
money in North Carolina 
than any other Democratic 
candidate, outpacing his 
rivals in fundraising even 
while he lags in national 
polls. 

The mayor of South 
Bend, Indiana, has raised 
$157,402 for his campaign 
from North Carolina con-
tributors, putting him sig-
nificantly above the totals 
in the state for Democratic 
heavyweights like former 
vice president Joe Biden 
and well-known U.S. sena-
tors. 

The standings come 
from a Policy Watch analy-
sis of Federal Election 
Commission data of cam-
paign contributions 
through the end of June. 
They include itemized 
contributions – all dona-
tions that exceed $200 as 
well as some smaller dona-
tions detailed by the cam-
paign. 

Buttigieg, 37, has 
branded himself as the 
millennial candidate in a 
crowded field. He has 
energized LGBTQ support 
with his surprisingly 
strong run as a young, gay, 
married man. He is also a 
veteran of the war in Af-
ghanistan and a former 
Rhodes scholar. 

Buttigieg’s success in 
fundraising has not been 
reflected in state or na-
tional polls, where he has 
not surpassed single dig-
its. Buttigieg lags far be-
hind Democratic 
challengers Biden, Ver-
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders 
and Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren in a Real 
Clear Politics average of 
North Carolina polling 
data. 

Buttigieg had just 6.5% 
support in North Carolina 
in those polls. Biden led 
the pack with 37.5%. 

Recent nationwide polls 
from late July and early 
August also put Biden 
ahead nationwide and But-
tigieg trailing far behind. 
Buttigieg has just 5.5% 
support nationally, accord-
ing to the most recent Real 
Clear Politics average of 
national polls. 

But in North Carolina, 
Buttigieg is successfully 
bringing in support with 
campaign donations. The 
Buttigieg campaign total is 
narrowly ahead of the sec-
ond leading fundraiser for 
North Carolina, Sanders, 
who raised $150,864 in the 
state so far this cycle. 
Biden trails with just under 
$131,000 and Warren 
raised $104,780. The other 

Mayor 
Pete 
leads 
Dems 
in NC 
funds

cation take root as strong as 
those in SE Raleigh. “Smaller 
organizations are doing this, 
too, but we need to figure out 
how to come together and be 
one big voice because we keep 
getting done to instead of 
doing.” 

Education tops the list of 
goals for the community de-
velopment work session, she 
added, pointing to the need to 
know about and how to access 
local, state and federal com-
munity development pro-
grams and funds. That kind of 
information fuels action. 

“There’s so much that people 
want to do; we already know 
that,” she said, emphasizing 
that while some people don’t 

Diversity fuels Southeast 
Raleigh engagement session

RALEIGH – Visions of South-
east Raleigh’s future filled a 
meeting room last weekend 
much like it has dozens of 
times in other places around 
the city, but the scene at Tar-
boro Road Community Center 
mirrored the diversity that is 
quickly beginning to define 
the area’s demographics.    

“It was an amazingly diverse 
crowd,” said Carmen Cauthen, 
who grew up in Southeast Ra-
leigh and whose grandfather 
and father both owned drug-
stores in nearby downtown. 
“The diversity was rich in 
many ways, not just in terms 
of color. I was pleased to see 
diversity from different parts 
of Southeast Raleigh. It wasn’t 
just the old guard, but quite a 
number of middle-agers and 
younger people. The conver-
sations were engaging, people 
were excited to talk about what 
they want to see.” 

The Southeast Raleigh Com-
munity Engagement Strategy 
Session is the brainchild of 
Cauthen and Aaliyah Blaylock, 
a SE Raleigh resident who 
shares Cauthen’s focus on 
ways the community, through 
its residents, can “recreate it-
self instead of being rec-
reated.” 

“The community has got to 
get together,” said Cauthen, 
who now lives in Oberlin, 
where she’s watched gentrifi-

have time to devote to com-
munity development efforts, 
“they still have a voice.” Still, 
she said, “We need to find 
people willing to sit down and 
put legs to what the com-
munity wants to do. It’s not 
going to be a fast process, but, 
if we don’t start it, we won’t 
ever get anywhere.” 

Jeanne Milliken Bonds, who 
in 2002 became Knightdale’s 
first female mayor, and who is 
now with the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Richmond, led the first 
half of the two-hour think-tank 
session. Among Bonds’ topics 
were the Opportunity Zone tax 
credit, bipartisan federal tax 
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Hundreds of people turned out last weekend for the 5th Annual Black August in the Park 
at Durham Central Park. Black August in the Park features food from black food vendors, 
music from black DJs and installations from black-led social justice organizations.  
 
The mission of the event is to "creatively inspire and connect people of African descent to 
assert their value and engage in social and cultural change.” 

 
Above: friends having a great time at the event. 

MATHIAS BISHOP

Black August in the 
Park brings Durham 
community together

Southeast Raleigh meetings are becoming more diversified.



Partnerships.” 
The SJPs, made up of law 

enforcement officials, 
judges, district attorneys 
juvenile court counselors, 
teachers and school ad-
ministrators, establish 
guidelines for school dis-
cipline in a way that mini-
mizes suspensions, 
expulsions and school-
based referrals to court for 
misconduct. 

“The truth is that school 
discipline has changed 
dramatically over the last 
20 years, and the thing we 
want to do is to make sure 
arrest is used in only the 
most severe offenses,” 
Beasley said. “Last year, 
more than 11,000 children 
were referred to the juve-
nile justice system from 
the schools, and only a 
fraction of those offenses 
were serious ones.” 

Beasley’s comments 
came during a press con-
ference Monday at East 
Guilford High to announce 
the release of the SJP Tool-
kit, which is essentially a 
step-by-step guide that 
shows judges and others 
how to establish SJPs.  

In North Carolina, school-
based cases make up about 
40 percent of the referrals 
to the juvenile justice sys-
tem. Many of the referrals, 
which frequently clog 
overburdened courts, are 
for minor, nonviolent of-
fenses.  

Only 8 percent of school-
based referrals were for se-
rious offenses during the 
2016-17 school year. 

“This project is about 
helping kids stay in school 
and out of court for minor 
misconduct,” LaToya Pow-
ell, an assistant general 
counsel in the Office of 
General Counsel for the Ju-
dicial Branch, said later 
during a Back to School 
Safety Summit at UNC 
Greensboro. 

Powell described minor 
misconduct as disobeying 
a teacher, getting into a 
fight that doesn’t result in 
serious injury or involve 
weapons or “accidentally 
causing an injury while 
playing a game of dodge-
ball.” 

Chief justice, governor  
announce push to break 
school-to-prison pipeline

Powell was referring to 
the 10-year-old African 
American boy in Michigan 
recently charged with ag-
gravated assault after in-
juring another student 
during a dodgeball game at 
school. The charges were 
later dropped but not be-
fore sparking outrage in 
black communities across 
the country. 

“We all might have differ-
ent opinions about 
whether some accountabil-
ity was appropriate in this 
case,” Powell said. “But 
most of you probably 
paused for a moment to 
think about whether that 
behavior should send a 
child to court.” 

While the offenses that 
lead to court referrals are 
mostly minor, the con-
sequences of youth being 
expelled, suspended or be-
coming court-involved are 
not. 

Consider these potential 
consequences shared by 
Beasley in a press release: 

• Suspensions and expul-
sions increase the risk that 
students will drop out of 
school, repeat a grade or 
engage in future delin-
quent behavior. 

• A single suspension tri-
ples the likelihood that a 
child will enter the juvenile 
justice system. 

• Confinement in a juve-
nile facility increases the 
risk that a youth will be 
rearrested as an adult. 

• A school-based referral 
can lead to a permanent 

criminal record, which 
creates barriers to college 
financial aid, employment, 
housing and military eligi-
bility. 

Reducing the number of 
school-based referrals will 
depend heavily on retrain-
ing many of the state’s 
School Resource Officers 
who often make such judg-
ments. 

“The training is a really 
important component of a 
School Justice Partnership 
to ensure that those SROs 
are really equipped with 
the tools that they need to 
execute this,” said  

Data from the N.C. De-
partment of Public Safety 
and N.C. Department of 
Public Instruction show: 

• Children of color are 
1.5 times more likely to be 
placed in secure confine-
ment than white youth. 

• African American stu-
dents make up 26 percent 
of the overall student pop-
ulation but receive 57 per-
cent of suspensions. 

• Students with disabil-
ities are 13 percent of the 
overall student population 
but receive 24 percent of 
short-term suspensions 
and 22.5 percent of long-
term suspensions. 

• Male students are 
roughly half of the overall 
student population but re-
ceive 73 percent of short-
term suspensions and 80 
percent of long-term sus-
pensions. 
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BUSINESS BRIEFS
SMALL BUSINESS 
Small Business Mix and 

Mingle is Aug. 18, 3-6 p.m., 
Azia B’s Salon Nails, 7400 
Six Forks Road, Suite 4. Call 
(919) 744-8013. 

 
PARALEGAL 
Durham Tech will host a 

Paralegal Technology Pro-
fessionalism Summit Aug. 
19, 2:30-7:30 p.m., Dur-
ham Tech, 1637 E. Lawson 
St., Bldg. 10. Visit 
www.durhamtech.edu/eve
nts.  

 

RALEIGH CHAMBER 
• Aug. 20, 6 to 8 p.m. – 

Black Business Momentum: 
How to Find Your Cus-
tomers, New Bethel Baptist 
Church, 605 E. Young St. 
Call (919) 335-1007. 

 
GRCVB 
The Greater Raleigh Con-

vention & Visitors Bureau 
will host its annual meet-
ing on Aug. 21, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. RSVP to www.visi-
traleigh.com. 

 
 

OPENING 
• Shake Shack will open 

its first Cary location on 
Aug. 21, 11 a.m., 310 Co-
lonades Way in Waverly 
Place. 

• Carraway Apartments 
ribbon cutting celebration 
is Aug. 22, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m., 600 Carraway Cross-
ing, Chapel Hill 

• Drive Shack will host its 
grand opening on Aug. 23, 
10 a.m., 6901 Play Golf 
Way, Raleigh. Visit drive-
shack.com. 

 

1315 Bradford View Drive
919.334.5280

Talk with our Raleigh
Mortgage team today!

Subject to credit approval.
Talk to a HomeTrust Bank Loan Officer for more program information.

Total qualifying income for all borrowers must not exceed 80% of area median income for the county in 
which subject property is located OR subject property must be located in a census tract for which the 
median family income of the tract is less than 80% of area median family income.

No minimum loan amount. Maximum loan amount of $484,350 in 2019. HUD-approved homeownership 
counseling required. Borrower must not have owned a primary residence, second home or investment 
property within the past 3 years. Certain property restrictions apply. Hazard insurance, and flood 
insurance if applicable, are required. 

HOMEOWNERSHIP
NOW MORTGAGE
Owning your own home is easier than ever before.

• As little as $500 required from borrower
• Downpayment assistance options available
• No mortgage insurance required

190614-512554883

Buttigieg leads Dem 
2020 hopefuls in N.C. 
Democratic presidential hopefuls have each raised significantly less from North 
Carolina. 

Contributions from donors in North Carolina make up a fraction of a percent of 
the totals the campaigns have in their coffers for each of the Democratic candi-
dates. Buttigieg’s campaign has brought in over $32 million nationwide. Itemized 
contributions from North Carolina make up about one-half of 1 percent of the 
Buttigieg campaign’s total contributions, although he likely received smaller do-
nations from the state that weren’t itemized. 

North Carolinians are also giving far more to Trump’s campaign. The president’s 
re-election campaign has raised nearly $1.3 million in North Carolina this cam-
paign cycle, eclipsing any individual Democratic candidate. Trump’s total fund-
raising from North Carolina is almost twice that of all of the Democratic 
candidates combined. 

Continued from page 1A

Dekalb County’s Board of 
Registration and Elections 
held a hearing and even-
tually agreed to allow Hec-
tor to continue her 
campaign. 

Hector attributes her 
drive and activism as a 
young person to not being 
afraid to “put yourself out 
there,” adding that she be-
lieves the opposite when 
people say, “your youthful-
ness is a liability instead of 
an asset.” 

“Right now, your youth-
fulness is an asset instead 
of a liability. You have an 
opportunity to fail at 
things,” she counters. “You 
have an opportunity to re-

Activist fights to empower 
young change agents

sist things before you’re 
tied down to a corporation 
or a job that silences you. 
Right now, you have free-
dom and you need to use 
that freedom. You have a 
voice and you need to use 
that voice.” 

As NAN’s national youth 
director, she is working to 
give youth an opportunity 
to work on issues that di-
rectly impact their com-
munities and that they’re 
passionate about, she says. 

Adding to Hector’s early 
activism and her ongoing 
NAN work is her under-
graduate experience at 
Spelman, a historically 
black college in Atlanta. 
She came to the all-

women’s college in 2015 
with a voice in the com-
munity, but “Spelman ma-
tured that voice,” she says. 

With Hector leading the 
charge, NAN’s Youth Divi-
sion will soon embark on 
an HBCU tour that raises 
awareness around the 
issue of food insecurity on 
college campuses and also 
food deserts in wider com-
munities.  

Hector similarly hopes 
that a NAN program that 
started at Spelman and 
Morehouse, which pro-
vided $1,000 scholarships 
to students in need, will ex-
pand to other HBCUs ac-
ross the U.S. 

 

Continued from page 1A

COURTESY

Hector

GREG CHILDRESS

Chief Justice Cheri Beasley prepares to speak in Gibson-
ville 

Diversity fuels Southeast 
Raleigh community 
engagement session
legislation that passed in 
2018 and offers tax bene-
fits to investors when their 
investments create oppor-
tunity in poor and dis-
tressed areas deemed 
opportunity zones by each 
state’s governor. North 
Carolina has 252 Opportu-
nity Zones.   

Even so, “guard rails” in 
the legislation intended to 
help communities were 
stripped from the bill be-
fore it was passed and 
signed into law, watering 
down the requirements to 
benefit the communities 
in need, Bonds told the 
group. Now, perhaps, the 
burden is on communities 
to encourage people who 
have the funds to use the 
tax credit for community 
good. 

The second hour was 
filled with small-group 
table talk to share ideas 
and dreams for the com-
munity. The wish lists will 
be compiled and distrib-
uted among the group, 

Cauthen said. 
Cursory reviews of the 

table talk reveal residents 
like the area’s neighbor-
hoods and architecture; its 
“legacy of leadership;” 
proximity to downtown; 
and its sense of com-
munity. They also use 
words such as “proud,” 
“comfortable,” and “long-
term stability,” but want 
an end to gentrification 
that “pushes residents 
out,” and want to preserve 
community legacy, culture 
and affordability to “keep 
residents in their com-
munity.”  

Other disappointments 
discussed include the 
area’s lack of restaurants 
other than fast-food 
chains, sidewalks, afford-
able housing, and innova-
tive solutions to 
community problems. 

Longer lists emerged 
when residents talked 
about what SE Raleigh 
needs, including intergen-
erational leadership; job 
training opportunities; re-
entry programs; more 

grocery stores; better race 
and police relations; a 
more diverse business 
ownership; more inclusive 
events; a focus on preserv-
ing green spaces; a strong 
community voice; wealth 
building; and public trans-
portation. 

Cauthen said the gath-
ering helps newcomers to 
SE Raleigh understand 
where they live and their 
neighbors.  

“What they can learn and 
need to know is people 
who have lived in areas 
that are part of gentrifica-
tion have the same hopes 
and dreams for their 
neighborhoods, families 
and children that every-
body else does,” she said. 
“And they don’t want to be 
done to. They want to be 
part of the process.” 

The next steps of com-
munity engagement will 
be a compiling of the wish 
lists of those in atten-
dance, followed by work-
shops on each, Cauthen 
said. The next meeting is 
planned for October. 

Continued from page 1A
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Have an idea for an invention/new product?  We 
help everyday inventors try to patent and submit their 
ideas to companies! Call InventHelp®,FREE 
INFORMATION! 855-648-6453 
 
MobileHelp, America's Premier Mobile Medical Alert 
System. Whether You're Home or Away. For Safety 
and Peace of Mind. No Long Term Contracts! Free 
Brochure! Call Today! 1-844-677-7675 
 
Struggling with DRUGS or ALCOHOL? Addicted to 
PILLS? Talk to someone who cares. Call The Addiction 
Hope & Help Line for a free assessment. 888-537-9106 
 
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, NO risk! 
We've recovered millions. Let us help you!! Call 24/7, 
844-286-9124

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families fi nd senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you! 
(855) 399-9881

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a 

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

AUTOMOBILE 
DONATION      

GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR SUV?  Do the humane 
thing. Donate it to the Humane Society.  Call 1-888-
342-9355

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your donation helps education, 
prevention & support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 
HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 888-641-9690

AUTOMOTIVE  

COMPUTER 
SERVICES           

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON 
SITE! Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY 
SERVICE, In-home repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-401-1673

Fayetteville Technical Community College is now 
accepting applications for the following 
positions:Executive Director for Marketing & Public 
Relations.For detailed information and to apply, 
please visit our employment portal at: 
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/ Human 
Resources Office Phone: (910) 678-7342  Internet: 
http://www.faytechcc.edu . An Equal Opportunity 
Employer

EMPLOYMENT

HEALTH/MEDICAL 
SVCS        

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give your life a 
lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now for $250 OFF 
your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD & brochure!  1-
888-329-4579 
 
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-348-8151

This is real dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 
cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including  
   your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

1-844-496-8601
dental50plus.com/ncpress

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 AW19-1034

Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up To 90% Savings 
from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medications Available! 
Prescriptions Req'd. Pharmacy Checker Approved. 
CALL Today for Your FREE Quote. 844-290-0096

 HEALTHCARE          

LEGAL 
SERVICES           

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! We have recovered millions for clients! 
Call today for a FREE consultation! 855-324-5256

 LOANS/REAL 
ESTATE            

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan Modification? Is the 
bank threatening foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's 
Relief Line! FREE CONSULTATION! 855-995-4199

MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES/MISC

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your drug costs! SAVE 
$$! 50 Pills for $99.00. FREE Shipping! 100 Guaranteed 
and Discreet. CALL  1-855-458-7417

MISC. FOR SALE     
GET A $250 AT&T VISA® REWARD CARD WHEN YOU 
BUY A SMARTPHONE ON AT&T NEXT! Limited Time 
Offer. More For Your Thing. (*Req's well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restr's apply.) Call Now! 1-866-639-
6524 or visit www.250reward.com/NC 
 
Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Original were originally $129.95 - NOW 
WITH THIS SPECIAL OFFER are only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-877-914-6068 
 
Stay in your home longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on 
the tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-393-3307 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/nc 
 
DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $14.95/month. Best 
Technology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR Included. 
FREE Installation. Some restrictions apply. Call 1-877-
920-7405

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 844-376-0084 
 
ENERGY SAVING NEW WINDOWS! Beautify your home! 
Save on monthly energy bills with NEW WINDOWS from 
1800Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest. Restrictions 
apply 888-676-0813 
 
AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING! Beautify your home! Save 
on monthly energy bills with beautiful NEW SIDING 
from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest. 
Restrictions apply 877-731-0014

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT        

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-887-0237 
 
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 1-
866-798-2999 or visit 
www.more4yourthing.com/NCPress

INTERNET

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)] 
 
INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by the Research 
& Development pros and presented to 
manufacturers.  Call 1-844-348-2206 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a free consultation.

MISCELLANEOUS

VACATIONS

TM

1-855-691-1281
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $199 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 

surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 8/31/19. Other terms 

and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Immerse yourself in the pomp and circumstance of the 131st Rose 

Parade with a YMT exclusive float viewing event and private 

dinner with the Tournament of Roses Committee, and comfortable 

grandstand seating to watch the parade up close. You’ll enjoy 5 

wonderful days in glamorous Los Angeles, seeing highlights of 

the sprawling City of Angels from Hollywood to Beverly Hills to the 

vibrantly revitalized Downtown. Ask about our post-parade float 

viewing add-on to make your experience even more spectacular! 

5 days, departs December 29, 2019

ROSE PARADE & LOS ANGELES TOUR
Los Angeles • Pasadena

FROM
$1,049

*

$799*
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W Borship riefs

RALEIGH 
ST. JAMES AME 
520 Method Road 
“Understanding the Af-

rican American Child” 
workshop is August 23, 
7-8:30 p.m. Visit stjame-
samechurch.org. 

 
DURHAM 
WEST DURHAM 
101 Athens Avenue 
Youth Ministry will 

host Youth Explosion 
’19: 

• Aug. 18, 10 a.m. – 
Minister Diamond Gantt 

of St. Stephens Baptist 
Church in Temple Hills, 
Maryland 

 
DUKE MEMORIAL 
504 W. Chapel Hill St. 
Evangelist Julia Ross 

will celebrate her 39th 
singing anniversary Au-
gust 18 at 4 p.m. Various 
groups will perform. Call 
(919) 928-1208. 

 
FIRST CALVARY  
1311 Morehead Ave. 
• Back to School Bash is 

August 21, 5:30 to 7:30 

p.m. All grade levels are 
welcome. 

• August 24, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. – health fair 

 
 
 
Send your church news 

to: The Triangle Tribune, 
115 Market Street, Suite 
360-G, Durham, NC 
27701; e-mail info@trian-
gletribune.com; or fax 
688-2740. Deadline: 
Tuesday by noon. 

 
 

Tomato troubles? Adjust technique to get their best
You have waited all sea-

son for that first red ripe 
tomato only to discover 
less-than-perfect fruit.  

Blossom end rot is a com-
mon problem.  It’s due to a 
calcium deficiency often 
caused by fluctuations in 
soil moisture, often seen 
on the first set of fruit and 

Sanford teen snags 
major movie role

You don’t have to live in 
Hollywood or New York to 
find success if you’re an 
aspiring actor or actress. 
Aryn Wright-Thompson 
knows that.  

The 16-year-old actress 
and Sanford native landed 
her first big role in a movie, 
the upcoming “Over-
comer,” directed by the 
Kendrick Brothers. The 
movie, which is a Christian 
inspirational film, tells the 
story of Hannah Scott, 
played by Wright-Thomp-
son, who was orphaned at 
a young age and is being 
raised by her grandmother. 

John Harrison reluctantly 
agrees to coach her 
school’s cross-country 
team, and Hannah is the 
most promising athlete on 
the team. The movie fol-
lows his attempts to coach 
her to win the biggest race 
of the school year, despite 
the odds against them 
both.  

“My character, Hannah, 
she believes that both of 
her parents are dead, and 
that makes her feel like 
she’s lost and she doesn’t 
know who she’s supposed 
to be,” Aryn said.  

Although Aryn said that 
she and her character don’t 
have much in common – “I 
consider her a tomboy and 
I’m like a girlie girl, all the 
way a girlie girl” – she said 
she does relate to Han-
nah’s desire to be like 
others and to fit in. But she 
realized over time that she 
didn’t need to fit in. She 
needed to be herself.  

“Don’t change because 
people say that you’re not 
good enough,” she said. 
“Everybody has a purpose, 
and you’re made how 
you’re supposed to be. 

Stop trying to be some-
body else; just be your-
self.” 

Aryn landed the role 
when she was just 14. She 
had been acting for about 
five years before that, and 
had been in a NASCAR 
commercial and had a cou-
ple of roles as an extra, in-
cluding in the Farrelly 
Brothers’ movie “The 
Three Stooges.” But she 
hadn’t had a major role.  

Her agent emailed the 
script for “Overcomer,” 
and she sent in a video au-
dition.  

“It was like two weeks 
later, and I was like, ‘Man, I 
really love this script, and 
I hope I get a callback, but 
I probably won’t because I 
had never gotten a big 
job.’” 

But she did get a callback 
for a second audition. “I 
just felt Jesus all over me” 
in that audition, she said.  

Aryn did another au-
dition in which she was 
asked to run. The whole 
process took about four 
months, and Aryn said she 
cried when she got the call 
letting her know she had 
landed the lead role.  

“We wanted young 
people to be able to iden-
tify with the character of 
Hannah – with her issues, 
with her confusion about 
who she is. Identity is such 

a big issue with teenagers 
especially,” said Stephen 
Kendrick, who wrote the 
script with his brother Alex, 
and who produced the 
movie. “We were blown 
away by Aryn’s audition. 
She understood the heart 
of Hannah, and she had us 
in tears immediately. We 
realized that God had been 
doing His special work in 
her to specifically prepare 
her for this role.” 

“Overcomer” was shot in 
Columbus, Georgia. Aryn 
says she wants to attend 
Howard University to study 
filmmaking.  

She hopes to learn about 
directing and other aspects 
of movie making. She also 
wants to star in more 
movies.  

For now, she wants other 
kids like her to know that it 
is possible to achieve their 
goals, even if they seem 
impossible. “I want to help 
kids know that they can fol-
low their dreams – even a 
kid who’s from a small 
town who believes that 
they can’t do big things,” 
she said. “You should never 
take yourself for granted or 
make yourself small for 
anyone.” 

“Overcomer” will be re-
leased to theaters on Au-
gust 23. Visit 
www.overcomermovie.co
m to learn more.  

By Maria Magher 
CORRESPONDENT 

Dallas Weekly newspaper 
publisher releases book of 
popular columns

Sometimes words alone 
cannot convey meaning 
and feelings the way we’d 
like them to, Dallas Weekly 
Publisher James Washing-
ton wrote in one of his 
popular “Spiritually Speak-
ing” columns for Black-
PressUSA.com. 

“Trust for example. The 
reference point for my 
meaning is “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your 
own understanding. In all 
things acknowledge Him 
and He will make your 
paths straight,” Washing-
ton wrote, citing a passage 
from the book of Proverbs 
(chapter 3, verses 5-6). 

Washington has become 
well-known for providing 
his readers with a thor-
ough explanation – one 
that likely encouraged and 
built up many.  

“Trust is such a complex 
thing. Have you ever been 
betrayed by someone in 
whom you had total trust? 
Have you been able to to-
tally trust another person 
since? You can see how 
easily misplaced trust puts 
you in a terribly vulnerable 
place. It’s uncomfortable. 
It’s abnormal. It ain’t fun,” 
Washington said. 

Many argue that Wash-
ington’s style of journal-
ism and talent for 
delivering simple straight-
forward advice is tailor-
made for a book. And now, 
he has obliged, penning 
the new book, “Spiritually 
Speaking: Reflections for 
and from a New Christian,” 
available on Amazon.com. 

The 258-page book is 
written to give spiritual in-
sight to the new Christian, 
Washington said. It is not 
based on doctrine but 
rather unquestioned faith; 
the kind that answers the 
question, “Why me?” and 
understands the answer is 
and always has been “Why 
not you?” he said. 

Each week, millions of 
readers find that they can 
easily relate to Washing-
ton’s prose, which is as 
thought-provoking as it is 
rich in spiritual wisdom. 
“This week allow me to talk 
about freedom,” one of 
Washington’s columns 
began.  

“The freedom I’m talking 
about is the freedom af-
forded you when you come 
to Christ. There is some-
thing quite liberating when 
you know or realize that 
you’ve been, as they say, 
‘set free.’” 

Even though he writes 
regularly for the printed 
and digital press, writing a 
book hadn’t always been 
on Washington’s radar. “It 
was a suggestion from a 
very good friend who reads 
the column regularly,” he 
said. “I know it was not 
something that ever oc-
curred to me and then I 
asked a few people who 
wholeheartedly agreed that 
it was a good thing,” he 
said. 

“I never knew how much 
support [the book] had 
until I began receiving 
emails for markets around 
the country who read the 
columns in National News-
paper Publishers Associa-
tion newspapers,” 
Washington said. 

The NNPA is the trade or-

ganization that represents 
African American-owned 
newspapers and media 
companies throughout the 
country, providing authors 
like Washington the oppor-
tunity to reach all 47 mil-
lion people of African 
descent in the United 
States — along with the 
millions of others that read 
NNPA member content on-
line and in print each week. 

In addition to his family 
and supporters, Washing-
ton drew inspiration from a 
host of other people and 
places. “Inspiration comes 
from a myriad of sources; 
some from the pulpit, 
some from Bible study, but 
mostly from life situ-
ations,” he said. “Many col-
umns have come from 
simple meditation, prayer 
and my Bible’s concor-
dance.” 

When asked whether 
there’s a primary or under-
lying message to be taken 
from his columns and 
book, Washington said it’s 
a difficult question because 
he doesn’t view himself as 
a minister. 

“I am just a sinner who 
has come to grips with the 
blessing of being able to 
write. I began this journey 
to publicly declare this tal-
ent as a gift from God,” he 
said. “The result is per-
sonal and public evidence 
that God is indeed in 
charge. Anything that re-
sults from this declaration 
is His doing, including my 
first book. I’m just doing 
what I am led to do. It is 
truly humbling and amaz-
ing to see how folks are re-
sponding. I am 
overwhelmed at times.” 

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA NEWSWIRE  
CORRESPONDENT 

AROUND THE TRIANGLE
RALEIGH 
APPRECIATION 
Raleigh-Cary Jewish 

Community Center will 
host a member apprecia-
tion Aug. 18, 1-3:30 p.m., 
12804 Norwood Road.  

 
MIXER 
The Self Love Mixer is 

Aug. 18, 5 p.m., The Big 
Easy Raleigh, 222 Fay-
etteville St. Visit 
www.eventbrite.com. 

 
FELLOWSHIP 
Applications for the Ju-

lian Bond Fellowship Pro-
gram with the Institute for 
Southern Studies are being 
accepted through Aug. 19, 
5 p.m. Email julianbondfel-
l o w s h i p @ s o u t h e r n -
studies.org. 

 
ST. AUG’S 
A benefit celebration for 

the birthday of president 
emeritus Prezell R. Robin-
son is Aug. 23, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., on the campus Quad. 

 
LECTURE 
An Evening with Stedman 

Graham and Robert J. 
Brown is Aug. 23, 7 p.m., 
NC Museum of History, 5 E. 
Edenton St. Visit ncmuseu-
mofhistory.org. 

 
IMPROV 
DeRay Davis of “Empire” 

headlines The Raleigh Im-
prov Aug. 23-25, 1224 
Parkside Main St. Visit im-
prove.com/raleigh/. 

 
PARADE 
Caribmask Raleigh Carni-

val and Parade is Aug. 24, 
noon to 8 p.m., 400 Fay-
etteville St. Visit 

www.eventbrite.com. 
 
FESTIVAL 
Back to School Festival is 

Aug. 24, 10 a.m., Lions 
Park, 520 Dennis Avenue. 

 
CONCERT 
DJ Jazzy Jeff will perform 

Aug. 24, 10 p.m. to 2 a.m., 
Lincoln Theatre, 126 E. Ca-
barrus St. Visit www.lin-
colntheatre.com. 

 
EXHIBIT 
“First African Americans 

on the North Carolina 
Bench” exhibit runs 
through Aug. 26 at the city 
of Raleigh Museum, 220 
Fayetteville St. Contact: Is-
nedeker@campbell.edu. 

 
CARY 
FESTIVAL 
Lazy Daze Arts Festival is 

Aug. 24-25, Town Hall 
Campus. 

 
DURHAM 
VIGIL 
Vigil for Charleston 

Goodman is Aug. 17, 6 
p.m., 801 E. Woodcroft 
Parkway. 

 
POETRY 
Black Poetry Theatre will 

hold its season kickoff re-
ception and presentation 
Aug. 19, 8-11 p.m., Hayti 
Heritage Center, 804 Old 
Fayetteville St. Visit bptsea-
sonpreview.brownpaper-
tickets.com. 

 
CONCERTS 
• Gladys Knight will per-

form Aug. 21, 7:30 p.m., 
DPAC, 123 Vivian St. 

• The Temptations and 
The Four Tops, Aug. 23, 

7:30 p.m., DPAC 
 
SOUL SLAM 
Jambalaya Soul Slam 

presents “When Truth 
Speaks” Aug. 22, 8-11 p.m., 
Hayti Heritage Center, 804 
Old Fayetteville St.  

 
HBCUs 
HBCU Meet & Greet is 

Aug. 23, 5-9 p.m., Zweli’s, 
4600 Durham-Chapel Hill 
Blvd., Suite 26. Visit 
www.eventbrite.com. 

 
FESTIVAL 
West End/Lyon Park Leg-

acy block festival is Aug. 
24, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., More-
head Avenue Baptist park-
ing lot. 

 
FUNDRAISER 
PB & Jams social service 

event is Aug. 24, 1-4 p.m., 
Durham Arts Council, 120 
Morris St. 

 
CHAPEL HILL 
BLOCK PARTY 
Rootle’s Block Party Live 

is Aug. 24, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., University Place, 201 
S. Estes Drive.  

 
CARRBORO 
CONCERT 
An Evening with Rissi 

Palmer with XOXOK is Aug. 
22, 8-9:30 p.m., The Art-
sCenter, 300-G E. Main St. 
Visit artscenterlive.org. 

 
HILLSBOROUGH 
OPENING 
Bull City Music School–

Hillsborough will hold its 
grand opening  Aug. 18, 3 
p.m., 121 Churton St. The 
public is invited. 

 

By Melinda Myers 
CORRESPONDENT 

COURTESY

Aryn Wright-Thompson stars in “Overcomer.”

BOOK

JOE’S ALAMO UNSUNG 
By Lewis E. Cook 

iUniverse publishing, 
$18.99 PB 

 
A new novel by Houston 

resident, “Joe’s Alamo Un-
sung,” told through the 
eyes of forgotten fighters, 

tells the 
story of 
the famed 
battle in 
Texas and 
all that was 
lost and 
gained for 
love of 
country.  

It is a fic-
tional account based on 
historic facts that attempts 
to recognize the many dif-
ferent races and religions 
of those that fought in the 
battle of the Alamo. 

“In that historic stand, 
less than 200 volunteers 
fought against 5,000 sol-
diers for 13 days. Blacks, 
Muslim, Buddhist, Native 
Americans, and other mi-
nority heroes are justified 
in their pride in the Alamo 
and their fight for Texas in-
dependence,” Cook said. 

Joe, a slave and only 
male survivor, was se-
verely wounded during the 
massacre but allowed to 
live because he spoke Spa-
nish and could translate 
the terrifying words of the 
army general who relent-
lessly attacked the Alamo.  

General Antonio Lopez 
de Santa Anna wanted the 
Alamo to become symbolic 
of hopelessness and cer-
tain death for anyone that 
opposed his reign of terror.  

“Black and white women 

and men, Muslim Ameri-
cans, and Buddhist Ameri-
cans are the targeted 
audience for this book as 
this is the first time they 
are included in the story of 
Texas independence. It 
also is intended to attract 
Indochinese, black and 
Muslim countries with a re-
verse immigration mes-
sage desperately needed 
today,” Cook said.   

The novel includes re-
cently discovered facts 
about William Travis, Joe, 
Susana Dickinson, Davy 
Crockett and John, who 
was pitifully listed among 
the dead only as a black 
boy. 

 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 

Cook practices civil litiga-
tion, probate and criminal 
law.  

those grown in containers. 
Adjust your watering and 

mulch the soil to help keep 
it consistently moist. Have 
your soil tested before add-
ing any calcium fertilizer. 
Further reduce the risk of 
blossom end rot by avoid-
ing root damage when 
staking and cultivating 
your garden. Eliminating 
some of the roots limits the 
plant’s ability to absorb 

water and nutrients. And, 
don’t use ammonium 
forms of nitrogen prior to 
or during fruit set.   

Fortunately, it is safe to 
eat the firm red portion of 
the tomato. Since this is a 
physiological and not dis-
ease or insect problem, you 
can cut off the black por-
tion and toss it into the 
compost pile.  

Cracked fruit are also 

common in the garden.  
Fluctuating temperatures, 
moisture and improper fer-
tilization result in irregular 
development of the fruit 
that results in cracking. 
You can’t change the 
weather, but you can re-
duce the risk of this prob-
lem with thorough, less 
frequent watering to en-
courage deep roots.  And 
just like blossom end rot, 

mulch the soil to keep it 
evenly moist and be sure to 
avoid root damage. 

Several fungal diseases 
such as early and late 
blight, septoria leaf spot 
and anthracnose, can cause 
spots on the leaves and 
fruit of tomatoes. Minimize 
the problem by rotating 
your plantings whenever 
possible. Move your toma-
toes to an area of the gar-

den where unrelated crops, 
such as beans, lettuce or 
onions, were grown last 
season. 

Mulch the soil to help 
keep soil borne fungal 
spores off the plant. Water 
early in the day, and if pos-
sible, apply the water di-
rectly to the soil with a 
soaker hose, drip irrigation 
or a watering wand to re-
duce the risk of disease. 

Famed battle of the Alamo



you should be outraged.  
What’s disturbing is the 

folks at STATS don’t seem 
to get why blacks would be 
upset about them designat-
ing Newton as an athlete. 
Senior Editor Craig Haley, 
who oversees the staff that 
selected the preseason 
team, said as much.  

He was quick to say that 
race wasn’t a consideration; 
it’s quite likely that it 
wasn’t, not overtly anyway. 
The real problem here is a 
clear lack of sensitivity and 
perhaps even a lack of in-
clusion.  

Haley pointed out there 
was a lot of competition at 
the quarterback position, 
and Newton was the odd 
man out. However, because 
he was a dual-threat quar-
terback, the panel selected 
him as an “athlete.’’ That 
reasoning doesn’t pass 
muster. 

First, there is no such po-
sition in football as “ath-
lete.” In talking to a number 
of coaches and others who 
have been involved in col-
lege football for a long, long 
time, the consensus is the 
term is related to recruiting. 
That’s the designation that 
coaches universally use 
when they are uncertain 
which position and signee 
will play. 

It was pointed out to 
Haley that quarterback re-
mains a hot button topic 
after all these years because 
of the history of blacks not 
being allowed to play the 
position, and labeling 

Unlike some schools that won’t 
broadcast home games, Winston-
Salem State is returning its foot-
ball, and women’s and men’s 
basketball games to its campus 
station, WSNC 90.5 FM. 

Eight football games – all home 
games and two away – will be 
broadcast, beginning with Sept. 
5’s matchup against UNC-Pem-
broke. 

“This new partnership will 
allow us to reach an even wider 
audience through the radio and 
the live stream on WSNC’s web-
site,” interim athletics director 
George Knox said. 

The Rams also added two new 
staff members. Chanel Davis is 
the new volleyball coach. Davis, 
who barely looks 21, was the 
head coach at Wesleyan College 
in Macon, Georgia. 

Ryan McManus has been given 
added duties. In addition to 
being the quarterbacks coach, he 
will also coach the reinstated 
men’s golf team. 

Over in the SIAC, Benedict’s 
Beverley Matsiwe has been se-
lected to play on the Zimbabwe 
National Tennis Team at the 
2019 African Games August 19-
31. 

Matsiwe was undefeated in 
doubles (13-0) and 15-3 overall 
as a freshman. She was named to 
the all-conference and all-aca-
demic teams. Matsiwe is a native 
of Mutare, Zimbabwe. 

 
MEN 
N.C. Central 
Former baseball players Corey 

Joyce and Devin Sweet are having 
outstanding minor league sea-
sons. CC is not going to get into 
all the specifics, visit NCCU’s 
website for more information. 
Just know they are making Eagle 
Nation proud. 

And speaking of, a baseball 
prospect camp is August 25 at 8 
a.m., Durham Athletic Park, 500 
W. Corporation St. Contact coach 
Jim Koerner at 
jkoerner@nccu.edu. 

 
St. Augustine’s 
CC can’t tell you how many 

folks have asked us about attend-
ing football practices. 

In the infamous words of 
former NBA star Allen Iverson: 
“We’re talking about practice! Not 
a real game, but practice!” 

That’s CC’s motto, too. Call us 
when the regular season starts. 
EVERYBODY looks good during 
practice. 

 
Shaw 
Football will host a Welcome 

Back & Spirit Night gathering 
Aug. 17, 5-8 p.m., at Zaxby’s, 
2901 Hillsborough St.  
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WSSU  
returns to 
its roots

Wall poses with a group of happy kids.

North Carolina A&T alum-
nus Julius Reynolds earned 
the MEAC 2019 Male Stu-
dent-Athlete of the Year 
Award. 

The Aggies won three 
MEAC championships, three 
Celebration Bowl titles, three 
black college football na-
tional championships and 
one NCAA playoff bid dur-
ing his four-year career.  

“Dr. Reynolds truly de-
serves this honor,” said 
coach Sam Washington, re-
ferring to Reynolds by his 
nickname because the A&T 
graduate majored in biology 
(pre-med). “He is a respect-

able and con-
siderate young 
man who is 
quick to think 
of others’ 
needs. I’m 
happy for him, 
and I’m excited 
about his fu-
ture.” 

Off the field, 
R e y n o l d s 
helped organ-

ize trips to the Children’s 
Hospital in Atlanta and 
helped lowerclassmen ad-
just to campus life, all while 
maintaining a 3.6 GPA. 
Reynolds is the fourth Aggie 
to win the award and the 
second male.  

Softball player Renecia 
Lovelace won female stu-
dent-athlete of the year in 
2006, while women’s track 
and field standout Loreal 
Smith won in 2009. Men’s 
track and field jumper Jared 
Baldwin won in 2012 fol-
lowed by Reynolds. 

 
Florida Memorial  
makes history 
Florida Memorial, which 

has reinstated its football 
program after 61 years, has 
hired Timothy S. Harris Sr. 
as its football coach. 

Harris has coached for 
over 22 years in the South 
Florida area. His last three 
have been at Booker T. 
Washington Senior High in 
Miami. 

“I’m so excited about 
being the new football 
coach,” Harris said. “This 
has been something that I’ve 
worked for my whole career, 
and I’m so excited and so 
committed to making sure 
that I do an awesome job 
here.” 

 
St. Aug’s game moved 
John Dell of The Winston-

Salem Journal reported this 
week that St. Augustine’s 
game against Winston-Salem 
State on October 19 has 
been moved to High Point. 

 
BCFHF Watch List 
The Black College Football 

Hall of Fame announced 
Wednesday its 2019 Watch 
List for the Black College 
Football Player of the Year 
Award, which is presented 
annually to the most out-
standing football player 
from an HBCU. 

Former North Carolina 
A&T, and current Chicago 
Bears running back Tarik 
Cohen, was selected as the 
inaugural recipient in 2016. 
Bowie State quarterback 
Amir Hall was the 2017 and 
2018 recipient. 

The winner of the award 
will be honored with the 
Deacon Jones Trophy dur-
ing the Black College Foot-
ball Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony on Feb. 15, 2020, 
in Atlanta. Four finalists will 
be unveiled on Dec. 3, 2019. 

“There are many gifted 
football players competing 
at HBCUs right now,” said 
Super Bowl XXII MVP and 
BCFHOF co-founder, Doug 
Williams. “This award is a 
way for the Black College 
Football Hall of Fame to rec-
ognize these talented stu-
dent-athletes.” 

The Watch List candidates 
have been selected based on 
past performance and fu-
ture potential. Additions to 
the list may be made as the  
season progresses. The fi-
nalists and the winner will 
be chosen by a selection 
committee. 

On the list are Shaw line-
backer Devon Hunt, St. Au-
gustine’s LB Joseph Harris 
Jr., and North Carolina Cen-
tral running back Isaiah 
Totten.  

Visit our website to see the 
entire list.  

A&T’s 
Reynolds 
receives 
MEAC 
honor

MATHIAS BISHOP

Newton is a QB – enough said!
A man gets tired of what’s 

not right, and it’s not right 
that Howard quarterback 
Caylin Newton is listed on 
the 2019 STATS FCS presea-
son All-American third team 
as “athlete.” Granted, New-
ton is an immensely tal-
ented athlete.  

But he is a quarterback. 
End of story. 

That’s the only position 
he has played in his two 
years as the Bison’s starter, 
and he has played it at a 
high level. He was the MEAC 
2017 rookie of the year as a 
freshman, its offensive 
player of the year in 2018 
and among the FCS statisti-
cal leaders in a number of 
categories as sophomore, 
and he’s the preseason pick 
to win that award again this 
season. He was also a final-
ist for the 2019 Black Col-
lege Football Hall of Fame 
Deacon Jones Award that 
goes to the top player 
among HBCUs. 

Newton has never re-
turned punts or kickoffs for 
Howard, played defense or 
wide receiver or done any 
of the things usually associ-
ated with the “athlete” des-
ignation. All he has done 
during his college career is 
the things that quarter-
backs are called on to do – 
run the ball, pass the ball, 
lead his team and win 
games. 

Newton did play in the de-
fensive backfield in high 
school. Mike London, who 
coached Newton the pre-

vious two seasons before 
moving on to William & 
Mary, considered playing 
him on defense in order to 
have the Bison’s best 
players on the field. But 
London never made the 
change. 

By way of contrast, Shane 
Simpson of Towson, Troy 
Andersen of Montana State 
and Kentel Williams of Aus-
tin Peay, three others des-
ignated as “athletes” on the 
STATS preseason team, 
each plays a variety of roles 
for his team. Their selec-
tions as “athletes’’ make 
sense. Newton’s doesn’t. 
It’s an insult, a slap in the 
face. Give me a break.  

Newton has been scintil-
lating since the first game 
of his career at Howard. He 
racked up 330 yards total 
offense –190 rushing, 140 
passing – in his first colle-
giate start as the Bison 
upset UNLV 43-40 in the 
2017 season opener.  

The Associated Press 
called the Bison’s win the 
biggest upset in college 
football history for a game 
with a point spread. The 
Bison entered the contest as 
45-point underdogs. 

The “athlete” designation 
isn’t just a slap in Newton’s 
face. It’s an insult to every 
black student-athlete in 
America, every black coach, 
every black college football 
fan, every black college ath-
letic administrator and 
every black person regard-
less if they are football fans 
or not.  

If you are a black person, 

By Rosco Nance 
Onnidan.com

Please see NEWTON/7A

COLLEGE CORNER

Howard quarterback Caylin Newton is Panthers QB Cam Newton’s brother.
MEACY

BONITTA 
BEST

COURTESY
Left to right: Davis and McMa-
nus

John Wall brings 
smiles at giveaway

The 
BEST 

in HBCU 
Sports 

triangletribune.com 

NBA All-Star John Wall got the chance to be a kid last weekend, playing arcade games at Dave 
and Buster's in Cary, where he hosted his sixth annual back to school backpack giveaway. Wall 
provided 500 students from kindergarten through 12th grade with backpacks filled with 
school supplies. The Washington Wizard's point guard has now donated over 6,500 backpacks 
to students in the Washington, D.C., and Raleigh areas.
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HBCU BASKETBALL

A&T’s Robinson signs 1-
year contract extension

Tarrell Robinson has signed a one-year extension as North Carolina A&T women’s 
coach that will keep him an Aggie through 2023-24.  

Robinson led A&T to an undefeated conference season for the first time in program 
history, a 20-12 record and a WNIT appearance last season. He has a 142-79 record 
in seven seasons, including 89-23 against MEAC opponents. 

 
CSU’s Morgan inks deal 
Coppin State alumnus Lamar Morgan has signed on with the Maia Basket Clube in 

Portugal. 
Morgan played for two seasons at Coppin and averaged 11.3 points and 4.2 re-

bounds her senior year.  

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com

Newton is a QB – ‘nuf said
blacks who do play the po-
sition “athletes’’ is a sensi-
tive subject in the black 
community.  

His response was that 
numerous all-conference 
and All-American teams 
use that designation or all-
purpose, and that last year 
STATS used “all-purpose.” 
This year, STATS hap-
pened to switch it to ath-
lete, and Newton would 
not have been on the team 

“be thankful we consid-
ered him at all.”  

If Newton hadn’t been 
named to any of the three 
teams as a quarterback, so 
be it. Just leave him off al-
together. That happens. 

It’s unlikely anyone 
would have been overly 
upset. But don’t belittle 
him by sticking him at a 
position that doesn’t exist 
and one that he has never 
played if it did exist. 

 

as the third-team quarter-
back. “We wanted to put 
him on the team,” he said, 
“and we’re pleased to put 
him on the team.” 

The all-purpose designa-
tion for Newton doesn’t 
stand up either. Quarter-
backs aren’t ranked in the 
all-purpose yards statisti-
cal category.  

They are ranked in total 
offense. There is a differ-
ence. Simply translated, 
Haley’s explanation says, 

Robinson
COURTESY

Morgan
COURTESY

Continued from page 1A
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EXHIBIT

Bailey CHECK
NCCU

José Manuel Cruz:  
COLORICAN:  
A Retrospective 
Aug. 11 – Oct. 11, 2019 
 
DURHAM – The North 

Carolina Central Art Mu-
seum inaugurates its new 
exhibition season by wel-
coming artist, teacher and 
entrepreneur José Manuel 
Cruz.  

“COLORICAN: A Retro-
spective” consists of 40 
works of various media by 
Cruz and is a collective of 
his work that embodies all 
of his experiences from 
growing up in Newark, 

New Jersey, till the present. 
This exhibition displays 
the many facets of Cruz’s 
career as an artist. His 
work lends itself to his life 
as a graffiti artist and the 
use of the spray can to 
learning techniques in air-
brushing, and his early pen 
and ink rapidograph draw-
ings in the third grade to 
enamel marker drawings 
today.   

Cruz was born on April 
13, 1966, in Newark. “COL-
ORICAN,” a term coined by 
the artist, reflects his iden-
tity as an individual born 
of a Colombian mother and 

a Puerto Rican father, and 
being born in the United 
States.  

For 42 years Cruz has ex-
hibited his works in the 
U.S. and abroad. His career 
as an exhibitionist began at 
the Newark Museum’s Ele-
mentary Art Exhibits and 
continues to this day with 
his most recent works 
being featured in Huma-
cao, Puerto Rico.  

The NCCU Art Museum is 
located at 580 East Lawson 
St., across from the Farri-
son-Newton Communica-
tions Building. Call (919) 
530-6211.  

A group of African American army soldiers from the 364th Infantry Regiment 
(Colored), 92nd Infantry Division, posing with heavyweight boxing champion 
Joe Louis (second from left, foreground) during World War II. Pictured with Louis 
is 1st Lt. Elmer P. Gibson (second from right, foreground).

STATE ARCHIVES

RALEIGH – The Military 
Collection at the State Ar-
chives of North Carolina 
has collected the Elmer P. 
Gibson Papers. This collec-
tion documents the U.S. 
Army service of pioneering 
African American chaplain 
Elmer P. Gibson of Greens-
boro and Philadelphia.  

An early trailblazing 
black Methodist minister in 
the Philadelphia, Maryland, 
and Delaware areas during 
the 1920s and 1930s, Gib-
son served in the army 
from 1941 to 1957, seeing 
service in World War II and 
the Korean War. Gibson 
would become the first Af-
rican American U.S. Army 
post chaplain in American 
history and break ad-
ditional racial barriers in 
the military. 

The son of a former 
North Carolina slave 
turned minister in Greens-
boro who helped found 
Bennett College, Elmer Gib-
son was one of the major 
army forces for racial in-
tegration of the U.S. Armed 
Forces from 1942-54, and 
served as an adviser on ra-
cial integration to U.S. Pres-
ident Harry S. Truman 
starting around 1946, hav-
ing been nominated as an 
adviser to Truman by 
former first lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt. He would testify 
before Truman’s Commit-
tee on Equality of Treat-
ment and Opportunity in 
the Armed Services, 
formed for the investiga-
tion of racial integration 

for the military, as well as 
other federal bodies on 
race relations in the army.  

During WWII, Gibson was 
the chaplain for the segre-
gated 367th and 364th In-
fantry Regiments, 
particularly during the 
latter’s time stationed in 
the Aleutian Islands in 
Alaska. It was during this 
period on an isolated is-
land that Gibson began in-
formally serving as an 
“island chaplain” for all 
army and army air forces 
personnel stationed on 
Adak Island, holding bira-
cial chapel services at a 
time when the rest of the 
U.S. military was vehe-
mently segregated. This ef-
fort made Gibson one of 
the earliest military of-
ficers to attempt some 
level of integration of reg-
ular, combat-ready, white 
and black service individ-
uals in the U.S. Army dur-
ing WWII. 

In 1946, Gibson was ap-
pointed a major, becoming 
one of the highest-ranking 
African Americans in the 
regular U.S. Army up to 
that time. When assigned 
duty at Fort Dix, New Jer-
sey, in 1947 as the 365th 
Infantry Regiment’s chap-
lain, Gibson worked with 
several white officers on 
base in an effort to fully in-
tegrate all aspects of the 
base according to guide-
lines outlined in President 
Truman’s 1948 Executive 
Order 9981. As early as 
1947, Gibson held inte-
grated lakeside baptism 

services for army soldiers, 
and began holding chapel 
services for white ser-
vicemen as well. Between 
1947-50, Gibson wrote, 
spoke, testified, and an-
swered questionnaires on 
the issues of integration 
and race relations in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. 

Fort Dix would be one of 
the last two army training 
division bases to fully inte-
grate in 1951, as part of a 
plan on which Gibson and 
two other white officers 
worked during that year. 
Lt. Col. Elmer Gibson was 
appointed on June 7, 1951, 
as the division and post 
chaplain for the 9th Infan-
try Division at Fort Dix, in 
charge of 23 other white 
and black army chaplains 
at the base. He thus be-
came the first black U.S. 
Army post chaplain in 
American history.  

The bulk of Gibson’s 
papers are composed of 
photographs and his mili-
tary chaplain sermons, 
which document his per-
sonal and religious views 
during his army career. His 
photograph collection of 
over 290 images doc-
uments the entire period of 
racial integration of the 
U.S. Army from 1942-56, 
and the efforts he made to 
bring about that integra-
tion.  

All of Gibson’s photo-
graphs are available for 
viewing online in an album 
on the State Archives’ 
Flickr page 
(https://bit.ly/2STHzy8).  

State Archives collection  
of black army chaplain

STAFF REPORTS 

Juanita

Nurse Care of North Car-
olina, an Arosa+LivHOME 
company, has acquired 
Senior Care Management 
Associates, a care manage-
ment company based in 
Durham. The company will 
provide care management 
services alongside Nurse 
Care of North Carolina's ex-
isting home care services 
in the Durham–Chapel Hill 
area. 

“We are thrilled to offer 
an additional layer of sup-
port that care managers 
provide,” said Barbara Pat-
terson, Nurse Care of N.C.’s 

general manager. “They 
empower clients and fam-
ilies to make informed 
decisions regarding health 
and long-term plans, and, 
in the long run, make their 
daily life easier.” 

The acquisition marks 
Nurse Care of N.C.’s first 
foray into professional 
care management services, 
also known as Aging Life 
Care. Aging Life Care pro-
fessionals are skilled in 
conducting comprehensive 
biopsychosocial assess-
ments that identify not 
only an individual’s physi-
cal and functional needs, 
but also their preferences, 
priorities, risks, and even 

emotional and social chal-
lenges 

“Access to care manage-
ment can make a huge dif-
ference in the overall 
quality of life for clients as 
well as caregivers,” said 
Caryn Utberg, founder and 
professional care manager. 
“We pride ourselves with 
understanding the physi-
cal, emotional, intellectual, 
spiritual, and lifestyle con-
cerns of our clients and 
their care partners,”  

For more information, 
contact Nurse Care of N.C. 
at 3200 Croasdaile Drive, 
Suite 701, (919) 309-4333, 
or visit 
www.nursecarenc.com. 

Nurse Care of North  
Carolina acquires Senior 
Care Mgmt. Associates

By Gabriel Newman 
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE 

DURHAM – Miss America 
Nia Franklin joined with in-
ternational partner Sing for 
Hope to dedicate a piano to 
Duke University Hospital.  

As an arts education ad-
vocate, Franklin is spend-
ing her year as Miss 
America advancing her so-
cial impact initiative fo-
cused on creating 
opportunities for children 
and adults to enjoy the 
educational and emotional 
benefits of music. She has 
worked extensively with 
Sing for Hope, an organiza-
tion driving the inter-
national movement for 
increased inclusion of the 
arts in global convenings 
centering on social change. 

By partnering with Sing 
for Hope to dedicate a new 
piano, Franklin will leave a 
lasting impact on children 
and families, just like hers, 
who utilize Duke’s facil-
ities.  

“Duke University Hospi-
tal schedules more hours 
of live music than any 
other performing arts 
space in the area, some-
times reaching up to 16 
hours a day,” said William 
Dawson, a musician in res-
idence. “Music is a huge 
part of our program be-
cause we believe in cre-
ating a healing 
environment for all of our 
patients and their families. 
With Nia’s help of acquir-
ing a piano from Sing for 
Hope, she is contributing 
to the healing environment 
of Duke University Hospi-
tal.”  

Franklin and her family 
know the healing power of 
music all too well. Before 
becoming Miss America, 

Franklin was a patient at 
Duke University Hospital 
when she provided  a stem 
cell transplant for her 
father, James.  

“Music is an extremely 
important part of the heal-
ing process,” James Frank-
lin said. “I’m very proud of 
Nia. I remember when my 
wife would come into my 
room and sing to me, how 
uplifting it was. It gave me 
the will to keep fighting. 
Often, when someone ex-
periences an illness, every-
thing is the science of how 
we are going to heal. Not 
everyone focuses enough 
on the emotional part of 
the healing process.” 

The dedication was a 
special day for Franklin’s 
mother, Kristy, to share 
with her daughter. 

“When this stem cell 
transplant came around, 
we had no idea becoming 
Miss America was on the 
horizon for Nia. I really see 
this opportunity as our life 
coming full circle. Nia 
knew early on how people 
appreciate music and how 
it made people feel good. 
She has embraced that as a 
way to give back, espe-
cially in healing,” Kristy 
Franklin said. 

Before joining her par-
ents and Sing for Hope, 
Franklin visited with pa-
tients and families during 
arts and crafts sessions. 
Franklin has worked with 
the likes of Lincoln Center, 
ASCAP, and The Juilliard 
School to bring attention to 
the need for more arts edu-
cation in schools.  

Miss America helps dedicate 
piano at Duke Hospital
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Miss America Nia Franklin entertains patients and staff at 
Duke Hospital.


