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Fewer women and children in North Carolina are taking part 
in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, In-
fants, and Children , a federal program designed to ensure low-
income women, babies and children get needed nutrients in 
their diet. 

The slide is worrisome, given that the WIC program has long 
only captured a portion of those who are eligible. 

“The numbers are dropping, and I honestly don’t think the 
needs are dropping,” said Catherine Sullivan, a UNC Chapel Hill 
professor who heads the Carolina Global Breastfeeding Institute 
and tracks nutritional issues in the state’s maternal and infant 
populations. “We have many issues with malnutrition.” 

The decline isn’t isolated to North Carolina but part of a larger 
years-long slide in participation across the country. WIC serves 
expecting and new mothers, as well as their children under 5 
years old who live in households with income levels of less than 
185 percent of the federal poverty level, or approximately 
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RALEIGH — Chances that 
a North Carolina budget 
standoff between Repub-
lican lawmakers and Dem-
ocratic Gov. Roy Cooper is 
soon resolved appear 
small enough that GOP 
legislators are looking to 
spend more funds to keep 
state government hum-
ming. 

Negotiations between 
Cooper and GOP law-
makers on a compromise 
have gone nowhere since 
Cooper vetoed the budget 
in late June. And Repub-
licans also have tried with-
out success to override 
Cooper’s veto. 

Senate leader Phil Berger 
said Tuesday it’s clear 
Cooper won’t budge on the 
budget unless Medicaid ex-
pansion is approved. 
Cooper’s office says while 
there’s no “Medicaid or 
nothing” ultimatum, it 
must be part of budget dis-
cussions. 

 
Cunningham, Tucker 
challenging Tillis 
New political rivals of 

well-funded North Caro-
lina Republican Sen. Thom 
Tillis are tapping into per-
sonal money to help get 
their campaigns off the 
ground. 

The federal campaign fi-
nance report from Tillis’s 
2020 re-election campaign 
shows it raised $1.9 mil-
lion during the three 
months ending June 30 
and had $4.4 million in its 
coffers to start the second 
half of 2019. 

GOP primary challenger 
Garland Tucker reported 
he loaned his campaign 
committee $700,000 while 
raising another $339,000 
from the time he entered 
the race in early May. The 
campaign had $108,000 in 
the bank entering July. 

 
Cooper campaign  
says it raised $4.5M  
Cooper’s re-election 

campaign says it took in 
more than $4.5 million 
during the first six months 
of this year. 

Cooper’s campaign said 
Monday the total is more 
than twice than what his 
campaign raised during 
the same period four years 
ago, when he was attorney 
general and prepared for a 
gubernatorial bid. He nar-
rowly defeated Republican 
Gov. Pat McCrory in No-
vember 2016. 

The Cooper for North 
Carolina committee says it 
had over $5.6 million in 
the bank as of July. 
Cooper’s actual campaign 
report for the first half of 
the year hasn’t been filed; 
it’s not due until July 26. 

 
 

It’s likely that identifying 
as a Republican today isn’t 
as easy as it once was, par-
ticularly with President 
Donald Trump’s policies 
that have included sep-
arating children from par-
ents; the administration’s 
escalating racial rhetoric; 
and a special counsel re-
port that strongly suggests 
the nation’s commander-
in-chief committed crimes 
that may not just end with 
obstruction of justice. 

And, as tough as it is for 
white GOP members to 
identify with the party, Af-
rican American Repub-
licans may have an even 
more difficult task of let-
ting people know where 
they stand. 

In fact, prominent Re-
publicans like South Caro-
lina Senators Tim Scott and 
Telly Lovelace, who once 
were responsible for Afri-
can American outreach, 
press strategy and field en-
gagement for the Repub-
lican National Committee, 
nixed requests by the 
NNPA Newswire to detail 
life as a black Republican.  

We also reached out to 
others without success, in-
cluding Herman Caine, 
Condoleezza Rice, Dr. Ben 
Carson, and Armstrong 
Williams. Perhaps they 
weren’t able to articulate 
what former RNC Chair Mi-
chael Steele could, “I mean, 
you know, people don’t 
ask Democrats that ques-
tion when they had their 
crazy left-wingers out 
there,” Steele said. “But, 
you know in any political 
climate, there are underly-
ing arguments for being 
reasonable and, in my 
view, which is why I re-
main a Republican, is that 
despite Donald Trump, 
there’s still a balance and 
there’s still underlying ar-
guments for Republican-
ism that are still valid.” 

Shekinah Monee, of Per-
fect Vision PR Company, 
said as a Republican in the 
current climate, it’s often 
difficult when she dis-
cusses her views to fellow 
African Americans who 
don’t favor her party. “My 
mother blames my boy-
friend for my party 
change, although my views 
have never changed,” 
Monee told NNPA News-
wire. “I had to reevaluate 
my views and why I was 
with a [Democratic] party 
that did not support me. 
While I have always been 
conservative, I was told as 
a black woman I must be a 
Democrat. I attempted to 
become a Republican sev-
eral times, but the Board of 
Election kept keeping me 
as a Democrat. I finally be-
came a Republican in 
2019. 

Blacks 
in GOP 
struggle 
to make 
point

a national 501(c)3 charity that 
organizes and guides com-
munities’ fundraising efforts 
to ease the financial burden of 
organ transplantation. One 
hundred percent of all dona-

Transplant fundraiser to cover 
6-year-old’s medical bills

KNIGHTDALE – She’s only 6; 
yet, Yemayah McNeil already 
has teetered between life and 
death, and  persevered 
through more challenges than 
most people endure in a life-
time. 

Even if age defies her ability 
to fully grasp the magnitude of 
her story, her mother Chantay 
McNeil-Rigby has been there 
every step, every prayer, every 
tear, every setback and every 
blessing of the journey. 

On March 8, just shy of a 
year after being diagnosed 
with Medulloblastoma – a 
brain tumor at the base of her 
skull  – Yemayah received a 
life-saving stem cell transplant 
at Duke Children’s Hospital in 
Durham. She returned home to 
Knightdale in June after 93 
days of in-hospital treatment, 
plus a few more at the Ronald 
McDonald House. 

To help offset the costs of 
transplant-related expenses, 
volunteers in Knightdale are 
raising $150,000 in honor of 
Yemayah for the Children’s 
Organ Transplant Association, 

tions made to COTA in Ye-
mayah’s name will go into a 
fund to help pay for her ex-
penses for her lifetime. 

On July 20 from 4-8 p.m., a 
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Left to right: Durham County Commissioner Brenda Howerton and author Lawrence Drake 
II.

FREDA FREEMAN

Book shares the pain of 
losing a child and the 
struggle of black fathers

DURHAM – Surviving the loss 
of a child is not easy, to say 
the least. Neither is surviving 
as a black man in this country. 

In his book, “Color Him 
Father,” Lawrence Drake II 
shares the loss of his daughter 
and extends a lifeline to black 
men trying to survive the day-
to-day struggle of their lives. 
Shouldering the grief and pain 
of the devastating loss of a 
child is a crushing weight. 
Drake and six other fathers 
who share their stories in his 
book let other men know they 

By Freda Freeman 
CORRESPONDENT 

do not have to bare the weight 
alone.  

Although it’s a painful broth-
erhood no one wants to be-
long to, Drake lets fathers 
know they can find solace in 
each other. Through his or-
ganization, Color of Father-
hood, Drake offers black men 
a “safe” place where they can 
be vulnerable, share their 
pain, and even cry — without 
giving up their man card. 

Drake, of Atlanta, was in 
Durham last week in obser-
vance of National Bereaved 
Parents Month and Minority 
Mental Health Awareness 

Month. His talk, hosted by 
Durham Cares, was moderated 
by Durham  County Commis-
sioner Brenda Howerton. 

Drake said he wrote his book 
from the perspective of a par-
ent who has to deal with his 
worst nightmare. His daugh-
ter, Kia, died in July 2017, a 
couple of weeks following sur-
gery to remove cancerous tu-
mors from her stomach. 

Drake said when parents 
lose a child, they often retreat 
inside themselves to a dark, 
quiet place where no one else 
is but themselves, or so they 

Please see BOOK/2A
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Yemayah and her mother Chantay McNeil-Rigby at Yemayah’s 
confetti parade the day she was discharged from Duke Chil-
dren’s Hospital.



think. Writing the book and 
talking with other dads 
helps Drake as he tries to 
make sense of his loss. 

“Kia is still here, she’ll al-
ways be here,” he said. “So, 
even though we talk about 
loss with respect to death, 
I think it’s finding and dis-
covering the love we had 
for them at an even deeper 
level than we thought.”  

Drake hopes part of the 
legacy he leaves behind in-
cludes his daughter. He 
wants to make sure that 
when people talk about 
him, they also talk about 
her. 

“If you can leave a little 
something behind for the 
world, then your life wasn’t 
in vain, but, more specifi-
cally, it wasn’t bypassed, it 
wasn’t here today and 
gone tomorrow. I think 
that’s one of the fears we 
have about the quickness 
of life in today’s environ-
ment,” he said. “You know, 
we do talk about Trayvon 
Martin and about other 
tragedies that have oc-
curred, but we don’t talk 

Book shares pain of losing 
a child, fathers’ struggle 

about Kia, who wanted so 
much to give so much to 
the world, and she didn’t 
get a chance to finish.”  

The main purpose of the 
book is to give grieving 
fathers a way to celebrate 
their children. Theirs is a 
story of love, loss, 
tragedies, healing, and tri-
umph. By sharing their 
stories, the fathers want to 
make sure their children 
are not forgotten.  

The second objective is 
to spark conversations 
about the plight of black 
men and black fatherhood. 
Drake said the book is a 
way to discuss the journey 
black people have made 
since 1619, and how black 
families have been delib-
erately broken by keeping 
fathers away from their 
children and the women 
they love, either through 
slavery, imprisonment for 
crimes they didn’t commit 
or being killed.  

He hopes his book and 
organization will help fa-
cilitate the mending of 
black families. 

“The narrative about 

black fathers is such a neg-
ative narrative that we be-
lieve it’s time to create a 
constituency about who 
black fathers are because 
there are thousands and 
thousands of good black 
men who are good black 
fathers, and we don’t talk 
about them at all,” Drake 
said. 

The book is the catalyst, 
drawing people in around 
the subject of loss. How-
ever, while it’s important 
to talk about the personal 
loss of their children, 
Drake said black men lose 
things every day.  

“We lose our dignity or 
our right to something or 
suffer some kind of degra-
dation that’s been charged 
against us; the injustices 
that we have to face, even 
every day just going to 
work, going to the super-
market, going to the gas 
station,” he said. 

Third, Drake hopes to in-
spire young black men 
who are not yet fathers, to 
let them know that to be a 
dad is an amazing experi-
ence – one to be cherished. 

Continued from page 1A
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fundraiser for Yemayah at 
the Zaxby’s on Hills-
borough Street in Raleigh 
will be held. During those 
hours, the restaurant will 
earmark a portion of its 
sales to Yemayah’s COTA 
fund.  

For those who can’t 
make the fundraiser, you 
can send a check to: Chil-
dren’s Organ Transplant 
Association, 2501 West 
COTA Drive, Bloomington, 
IN 47403.  

Make check payable to 
COTA, with “In Honor of 
Yemayah” written on the 
memo line. Secure credit 
card gifts are accepted on-
line at www.COTAfor-
Yemayah.com.  

“For all she’s been 
through, she’s doing 
amazing,” said McNeil-
Rigby, an engineer with 
the pharmaceutical com-
pany Novo Nordisk, who 
worked remotely full time 
throughout her daughter’s 
illness. 

A CNA cares for Ye-
mayah during the day, 
who still takes a lot of 
medication, and continues 
physical and occupational 
therapies. Because the 
stem cell transplant wiped 
everything out, she’ll also 
have to be reimmunized. 
She’s dealing with both a 
form of PTSD and sep-
aration anxiety, too. Both 
are common among young 
cancer survivors.  

She’ll also need treat-
ment for eye muscles 
weakened by the position 
of the tumor, but consid-
ering “the blessings,” that 
is a “small pittance that 
we’ve got to work 
through,” McNeil-Rigby, 
46, said. “You have to 
learn to enjoy the here and 
now, and I’m thankful for 
what I have right here, 
right now.” 

So far, community vol-
unteers have raised about 
$5,000 for Yemayah 
through word of mouth 
and social media, said 
Bridget Wall-Lennon, 
McNeil-Rigby’s best friend 
who is co-chairing COTA 
community fundraising 
efforts with Robin Em-
mons of Charlotte. Much 

Transplant fundraiser to 
cover girl’s medical bills

more is needed, so plans 
for more fundraisers are 
underway, said Wall-Len-
non, a Wake Forest com-
missioner.  

Yemayah is in remission 
with no evidence of the 
disease in her body. To 
keep track, she will have 
MRIs of her brain and 
spine every three months. 

“The biggest thing is get-
ting her some education; I 
want her to catch up,” 
McNeil-Rigby said, noting 
Yemayah will now have a 
new learning style to 
master. “She’s already 
missed a whole year of 
school, but...she can be 
just as successful.” 

‘Ahead of the game’     
Yemayah’s father died in 

April 2018. Although he 
and McNeil-Rigby were di-
vorced, Ricardo Rigby re-
mained a close friend and 
an excellent co-parent.  

He was  “Daddy” to Ye-
mayah, and her older 
sister Rhianna, who was 
conceived through in vitro 
fertilization after McNeil-
Rigby miscarried a set of 
twins and, later, Rhianna’s 
twin. Yemayah defied 
early odds, too: She was 
conceived naturally by her 
parents after their divorce.  

Ricardo Rigby, who en-
dured health problems 
early on as a type 1 dia-
betic, received a double 
transplant of a pancreas 
and a kidney in 2006, be-
fore dying unexpectedly. 
“That was the beginning of 
our descent into darkness 
in 2018,” McNeil-Rigby 
said.  

The next month, during 
Mother’s Day weekend, 
McNeil-Rigby and her 
daughters went to the 
beach for an annual vaca-
tion trip with family. 
There, Yemayah played, 
but also complained of a 
headache and vomited a 
couple of times. McNeil-
Rigby said she suspected a 
stomach bug, but by 
Mother’s Day, Yemayah 
still “didn’t seem quite 
right.” 

At school the next three 
days, Yemayah com-
plained of a headache and 
nausea. Also, uncharacter-
istically, she fell asleep at 

her desk. Teachers feared 
grief. The next day Ye-
mayah’s grandmother no-
ticed her holding her head 
down and walking side-
ways. “My head hurts if I 
hold it up; if I hold it up, it 
makes me feel dizzy,” 
McNeil-Rigby recalled her 
daughter saying.  

McNeil-Rigby took Ye-
mayah to the WakeMed 
Children’s Emergency De-
partment. After a CT scan 
and hours of nervously 
tense waiting, McNeil-
Rigby heard the words 
from a doctor. “Mom, it’s 
not good,” she said. Ye-
mayah had a large mass 
on the base of her brain 
stem. 

McNeil-Rigby and Ye-
mayah were transported 
to Duke Children’s Hospi-
tal that night, May 22, 
2018. “And on May 23, 
2018, they took my baby 
in for a 6-1/2-hour brain 
surgery,” McNeil-Rigby 
said.  

Doctors suspected the 
tumor they removed was 
Medulloblastoma, the 
most common type of 
cancerous brain tumors in 
children. Meanwhile, 
McNeil-Rigby, and her 
sisters Chiyako Williams 
and Poterressia Barnes, 
both public school special 
education teachers, stud-
ied the four categories of 
the disease to educate 
themselves on treatment 
options and projected out-
comes. Ultimately, McNeil-
Rigby wanted to avoid 
radiation treatments, 
knowing it can wreak 
havoc on young brains. 

“We knew we were going 
to win this battle; we knew 
God wasn’t going to take 
her away from us,” said 
Williams, who also helped 
ensure a sense of nor-
malcy for Rhianna during 
her mother’s absence. “But 
we wanted to make sure 
we stayed ahead of the 
game.” 

Yemayah, affectionately 
called “Yemi,” is resilient, 
Williams said, recalling her 
niece relearning to walk 
and talk. “It’s been a 360 
(degree),” difference, she 
said. “Go ahead, God – 
with your great big self!” 

Continued from page 1A

Mortality linked to family, 
education and income    

A new study from re-
searchers at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill’s Carolina Population 
Center found that the risk 
of dying between the ages 
of 1 and 24 is substantially 
higher for children whose 
parents have lower levels 
of education, lower levels 
of income or for those who 
live in a single-parent 
family. 

“This is an extremely im-
portant finding because it 

shows that the risk of los-
ing a child has independent 
associations with a 
mother’s and father’s edu-
cation, the amount of in-
come parents earn, and 
both single mother and sin-
gle father households,” 
said David B. Braudt, a doc-
toral candidate in the socio-
logy department and 
pre-doctoral trainee at the 
Carolina Population Center, 
and lead author on the 
study. “And while the over-
all incidence of dying be-
tween the ages of 1 to 24 

has decreased in the last 40 
years, the fact that such 
large gaps continue to exist 
between the most advan-
taged and least advantaged 
families is tragic.” 

The study, published July 
4 in the Maternal and Child 
Health Journal, used survey 
data on more than 350,000 
children across the nation 
who were followed for as 
many as 16 years to deter-
mine whether they lived or 
died during the study 

UNC-CHAPEL HILL NEWS 

STUDY

Please see MORTALITY/3A

$47,000 for a family of 
four. The average house-
hold receives about $41 
in food benefits each 
month, according to the 
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, which admin-
isters the WIC program. 

In North Carolina, 
there’s been a 15 per-
cent drop in the number 
of WIC participants from 
the 2014 fiscal year to 
now, and a 23 percent 
drop from 2008, accord-
ing to average statewide 
WIC caseload numbers 
provided by the N.C. De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services. The 
state has an average of 
210,175 women and 
young children partici-
pating so far this year. 

The state hasn’t seen 
as steep a drop-off as the 
nation as a whole, where 
participation levels of 
women, infants and 
young children dropped 
by 27 percent from 2008  
to now, according to an 
analysis of USDA data. 

The decline has been 
exacerbated in the last 
three years by concerns 
in immigrant com-
munities that taking part 
in public benefit pro-
grams could draw the at-
tention of immigration 
enforcement or jeopard-
ize green card applica-
tion, according to the 
Rev. Douglas Green-
away, the president and 
CEO of the National WIC 
Association, an advo-
cacy group that tracks 
national policy and 
seeks to boost participa-
tion levels. 

“During the presiden-
tial election, there was 
this heated rhetoric 
which has continued 
since this administration 
took office against immi-

Fewer families accessing 
federal WIC benefits

grants, particularly, and 
against undocumented 
immigrants especially,” 
Greenaway said. 

There’s a myriad of 
other reasons at the root 
of these drops, in ad-
dition to the growing 
fears in immigrant com-
munities, about acces-
sing public benefit 
programs. Other root 
causes include dropping 
birth rates and a 
strengthening economy 
that means families may 
not be as hard-pressed 
to put the food they 
need on the table, Green-
way said. WIC also has 
requirements such as 
regular nutritional edu-
cation sessions that can 
be difficult for working 
families who may not 
have dependable trans-
portation or child care to 
meet, he said. 

Then there’s also the 
stigma that federal pro-
grams like WIC continue 
to carry where a cashier 
in a local grocery store 
may embarrass – inten-
tionally or not – an indi-
vidual trying to use WIC 
benefits at a checkout 
line. 

“Accessing the pro-
gram and the benefits 
requires a measure of 
courage and swallowing 
some personal pride to 
walk through the door to 
get those benefits,” 
Greenaway said. 

The national group is 
trying to combat that de-
cline by launching digi-
tal and print advertising 
campaigns in many 
states, including North 
Carolina, to increase 
awareness of the pro-
gram to those who stand 
to benefit. 

The dropping WIC par-
ticipation numbers are 
concerning for state 

health officials like Kelly 
Kimple, a pediatrician 
who heads DHHS’ mater-
nal and children’s health 
division. The drop in 
WIC enrollment rates 
comes as North Carolina, 
through DHHS and with 
the backing of Gov. Roy 
Cooper, launched its 
ambitious early child-
hood action plan last 
year, which lists multi-
ple ways the state is 
pushing to improve chil-
dren’s well-being and 
eliminate the long-pre-
sent health disparities 
between North Caro-
lina’s different racial and 
ethnic groups. 

A federal analysis esti-
mated that just over half 
of North Carolina’s eligi-
ble women and children 
were receiving WIC 
benefits in 2016, an ac-
cessibility rate that puts 
it above several neigh-
boring states in the 
Southeast but below 
places such as Maryland, 
Rhode Island and Cali-
fornia, where 60 to 70 
percent of eligible par-
ticipants accessed bene-
fits. 

“Obviously, this trend 
is concerning,” Kimple 
said. “Our focus is to re-
verse that trend.” 

Another way the state 
is trying to boost WIC 
participation is through 
routine needs assess-
ment screenings that 
will happen with the up-
coming switch to Medi-
caid managed care. The 
state also recently 
launched NCCARE360 in 
several counties, de-
signed to be a new one-
stop shop care network 
that will make it easier 
for struggling North Car-
olinians to connect with 
resources they need to 
thrive. 

Continued from page 1A
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period. This research adds 
to our understanding of 
the associations between 
family factors and early-
life death, but due to data 
limitations it could not 
evaluate why these associ-
ations exist. Further re-
search is needed to 
understand the exact 
mechanism that links 
family resources and an in-
creased risk of death be-
fore age 24. 

Compared to children 
and youth living with 
mothers who earned col-
lege degrees, those living 
with mothers who at-
tended but did not gradu-
ate from college, finished 
high school or never grad-
uated high school experi-
ence 28%, 37%, and 40% 
higher risk of early-life 
death over the follow-up 
period, respectively. Simi-
larly, compared to children 
whose father obtained a 

Mortality linked to family, 
education and income

bachelor’s degree or more 
education, children living 
with fathers who attended 
but did not graduate from 
college and those that did 
not complete high school 
are at 23% and 41% higher 
risk of dying young, re-
spectively. 

Some of the largest in-
creases in the risk of dying 
young are associated with 
being raised by only one 
parent. Children raised 
without a father present in 
the home experience a 40% 
higher risk of dying be-
tween the ages of 1 to 24, 
while those without a 
mother present have a 48% 
higher risk. 

Though previous re-
search has uncovered dif-
ferences in early-life 
mortality by looking at so-
cioeconomic status meas-
ures in aggregate areas 
such as zip codes, little 
work has been done to ex-
amine these socioeco-

nomic disparities at the in-
dividual level. This is the 
first study in over two dec-
ades that has examined the 
association between paren-
tal socioeconomic meas-
ures and early-life 
mortality. 

“Understanding the asso-
ciations between the re-
sources of parents and 
families and the risk of 
their child dying before 
age 25 provides crucial in-
formation that can help 
policymakers and prac-
titioners develop targeted 
interventions that may im-
prove the overall mortality 
rate in the U.S. and, more 
importantly, save the lives 
of children,” Braudt said. 

Robert A. Hummer, the 
Howard W. Odum Distin-
guished Professor of Socio-
logy and a Faculty Fellow at 
the Carolina Population 
Center, is a co-author of 
the study. 

Continued from page 2A

“I think that the African 
American community truly 
needs to read and know 
their history. I think that a 
lot of people dislike a per-
son and let it speak for the 
party. There is no consid-
eration taken about the en-
tire picture. Also, we must 
hold everyone to the same 
standards.” 

Having worked in Repub-
lican politics for 15 years 
and being the head of the 
only black GOP political 
campaign consulting firm, 
Richard S. Holt said his ex-
perience shows that having 
an all-white administration 
makes many African Amer-
icans believe that the party 
is racist. 

“My friends and family 
understand this narrative 
and how it works in terms 
of the politics of race,” Holt 
said. “My father was very 
conservative and hated the 
Democrats who he saw as 
holding back black pro-

Black Republicans run into 
resistence among African 
Americans in Trump era 

gress. As I grew up, I began 
to get a better understand-
ing of his ideas.   

“I was taught a very ‘up 
by the bootstraps’ idea that 
we had to be smarter, be 
wiser, and work harder 
than whites to get ahead. 
Once I read the book, ‘Con-
science of a Conservative,’ 
in college back in 1999, I 
was sold on conservatism 
overall.” 

Holt did say he disagreed 
with the author’s ideas on 
the Civil Rights Act, but the 
overall philosophy of con-
servatism just made the 
most sense for the kind of 
America he wanted to live 
in.  

Jonathan Farley, whose 
father is a native of Guyana 
who holds a Ph.D. from the 
London School of Eco-
nomics, and his mother 
who is Jamaican and holds 
a Ph.D. in American his-
tory, said he’s an inde-
pendent who voted 
Republican in the 2018 

midterm elections. 
“I decided to do that be-

cause of the Democratic 
Party’s support for alter-
native lifestyle groups and 
the party’s support for 
women who make false al-
legations against men like 
the #MeToo movement,” 
he said. 

Despite his conversion, 
Farley said he doesn’t be-
lieve African Americans as 
a whole will ever be con-
vinced that the Republican 
Party has the community’s 
best interest in mind. 

“Republicans should 
make it clear that the Dem-
ocratic party supports anti-
Christian efforts like 
teaching kindergarteners 
about transsexuals and Re-
publicans should stop tak-
ing the side of 
neo-Confederate groups, 
and the party should pub-
licly state that Confederate 
statues need to be re-
moved,” he said. 

 

Continued from page 1A

View of mental health 
takes on new perspective

Historically, seeking psy-
chotherapy has been diffi-
cult for African Americans, 
said Dr. Viola Drancoli, a li-
censed clinical psycholo-
gist who wrote a master 
thesis about the barriers to 
seeking mental health serv-
ices in ethnic minority 
communities. 

“It is not only a concept 
with European origin, but 
also a concept that does 
not fit the community-
oriented, collective ap-
proach to healing and 
support that has been so 
helpful to this population,” 
Drancoli said. “Instead of 
finding healing in coming 
together, the client is sep-
arated, often sitting in a 
one-on-one session with a 
professional. The idea of 
being focused on, ana-
lyzed, can be perceived as 

threatening.” 
The U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services 
Office of Minority Health 
says poverty level affects 
mental health status and 
African Americans living 
below the poverty level, as 
compared to those over 
twice the poverty level, are 
three times more likely to 
report psychological dis-
tress. Further, African 
Americans are 10 percent 
more likely to report hav-
ing serious psychological 
distress than non-Hispanic 
whites, and the death rate 
from suicide for black men 
was more than four times 
greater than for black 
women in 2014. 

A report from the U.S. 
Surgeon General found that 
from 1980 to 1995, the sui-
cide rate among African 
Americans ages 10 to 14 in-
creased 233 percent, com-
pared to 120 percent for 
non-Hispanic whites. Yet, 

experts said even as the 
conversation around men-
tal health has grown signif-
icantly with celebrities and 
others in the spotlight shar-
ing their stories, most Afri-
can Americans still refrain 
from seeking help.  

“Unfortunately, among 
African Americans, it re-
mains taboo to talk about, 
and one reason is the fear 
of being labeled as crazy,” 
said Arron Muller, a li-
censed social worker. “The 
intense fear of being 
judged has been a huge de-
terrent.” 

“In the African American 
community, there is also an 
association that mental ill-
ness means weakness and 
the inability to handle your 
problems on your own or 
that anxiety or depressive 
symptoms should be ad-
dressed with praying and 
fasting,” he said. 

Prayer and a relationship 

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA NEWSWIRE  
CORRESPONDENT 

Please see MENTAL/5A
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VACATIONS

TM

1-855-691-1281
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $199 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 

surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 8/31/19. Other terms 

and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Immerse yourself in the pomp and circumstance of the 131st Rose 

Parade with a YMT exclusive float viewing event and private 

dinner with the Tournament of Roses Committee, and comfortable 

grandstand seating to watch the parade up close. You’ll enjoy 5 

wonderful days in glamorous Los Angeles, seeing highlights of 

the sprawling City of Angels from Hollywood to Beverly Hills to the 

vibrantly revitalized Downtown. Ask about our post-parade float 

viewing add-on to make your experience even more spectacular! 

5 days, departs December 29, 2019

ROSE PARADE & LOS ANGELES TOUR
Los Angeles • Pasadena

FROM
$1,049

*

$799*

MEDICAL SERVICES

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Have an idea for an invention/new product?  We 
help everyday inventors try to patent and submit their 
ideas to companies! Call InventHelp®,FREE 
INFORMATION! 855-648-6453 
 
C20180521014   Announcements Direct Pickup 
MobileHelp, America's Premier Mobile Medical Alert 
System. Whether You're Home or Away. For Safety 
and Peace of Mind. No Long Term Contracts! Free 
Brochure! Call Today! 1-844-677-7675 
 
Struggling with DRUGS or ALCOHOL? Addicted to 
PILLS? Talk to someone who cares. Call The Addiction 
Hope & Help Line for a free assessment. 888-537-9106 
 
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, NO risk! 
We've recovered millions. Let us help you!! Call 24/7, 
844-286-9124 
 
Compare Medicare Supplement Plans and Save! 
Explore Top Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans 
For Free! Get covered and Save! Call 888-900-8639 

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families fi nd senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you! 
(855) 399-9881

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a 

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

COMPUTER SVCS
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON 
SITE! Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY 
SERVICE, In-home repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 844-401-1673

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give your life a 
lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now for $250 OFF 
your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD & brochure!  1-
888-329-4579 
 
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-348-8151

HEALTH SERVICES

AUTOMOBILE 
DONATION      

GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR SUV?  Do the humane 
thing. Donate it to the Humane Society.  Call 1-888-
342-9355

AUTOMOTIVE 
 A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your donation helps education, 
prevention & support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 
HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 888-641-9690

EMPLOYMENT
Fayetteville Technical Community College is now 
accepting applications for the following positions: 
Biology Instructor (10-month contract), Database 
Management Instructor, Director of Facility Services, 
Simulation & Game Development/Digital Media 
Instructor. For detailed information and to apply 
please visit our employment portal at: 
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/  Human 
Resources Office Phone: (910) 678-7342  Internet: 
http://www.faytechcc.edu An Equal Opportunity 
Employer

This is real dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 
cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including  
   your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

1-844-496-8601
dental50plus.com/ncpress

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 AW19-1034

HEALTH/WELLNESS 
ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS! The NEW Inogen One G5. 
1-6 flow settings. Designed for 24 hour oxygen use. 
Compact and Lightweight. Get a Free Info kit today: 
855-969-1456 
 
HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly invisible! 60-day money back 
guarantee! 866-629-1642

HEALTHCARE
Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up To 90% Savings 
from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medications Available! 
Prescriptions Req'd. Pharmacy Checker Approved. 
CALL Today for Your FREE Quote. 844-290-0096

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT        

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 844-376-0084 
 
ENERGY SAVING NEW WINDOWS! Beautify your home! 
Save on monthly energy bills with NEW WINDOWS 
from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest. 
Restrictions apply 888-676-0813 
 
AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING! Beautify your home! Save 
on monthly energy bills with beautiful NEW SIDING 
from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest. 
Restrictions apply 877-731-0014

 INTERNET               
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink Today 1-866-887-0237 
 
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 1-
866-798-2999 or visit 
www.more4yourthing.com/NCPress

HEALTH SERVICES

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS: Durham Public 
Schools has issued a Request for Qualifications for 
firms to provide Professional Design Services for 
Various Roof Repair and Replacement Projects. 
Submittal due date and time: Friday, 08-02-2019 at 
3:00 pm. For Legal Notice and RFQ information, 
interested firms may visit our website at 
http:///www.dpsnc.net and select the RESOURCES 
tab, followed by the CONSTRUCTION & CAPITAL 
PLANNING tab. Issue date 07-21-19.

LEGAL NOTICE

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your drug costs! 
SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. FREE Shipping! 100 
Guaranteed and Discreet. CALL  1-855-458-7417

MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES

GET A $250 AT&T VISA® REWARD CARD WHEN YOU 
BUY A SMARTPHONE ON AT&T NEXT! Limited Time 
Offer. More For Your Thing. (*Req's well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restr's apply.) Call Now! 1-866-639-
6524 or visit www.250reward.com/NC 
 
Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Original were originally $129.95 - 
NOW WITH THIS SPECIAL OFFER are only $59.95 with 
code MCB59! Call 1-877-914-6068 
 
Stay in your home longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-393-
3307 or visit www.walkintubquote.com/nc 
 
DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $14.95/month. Best 
Technology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR Included. 
FREE Installation. Some restrictions apply. Call 1-
877-920-7405 

MISC. FOR SALE     

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial aid for qualified 
students - Career placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-441-6890

MISC/CAREER 
TRAINING     

triangletribune.com
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W Borship riefs

APEX 
HOLLAND CHAPEL 
AME ZION 
360 Burges Road 
The Harmony Male 

Chorus will sponsor the 
inaugural Bro. Leroy Far-
rar Day on July 21 at 2:30 
p.m. Various guests will 
sing. The community is 
invited. 

 
RALEIGH 
ST. JAMES AME 
520 Method Road 
A preplanning work-

shop detailing the differ-
ence between Whole Life 
Insurance and Term Life 
Insurance is July 26, 7-
8:30 p.m. Email 
bbell704@hotmail.com. 

GREATER LOVE 
2421 Timber Drive 
Back to School Bash is 

August 11, 1 to 5 p.m. 
Call (919) 833-5512. 

 
DURHAM 
FIRST CALVARY  
1311 Morehead Ave. 
Manhood Month begins 

July 21 at 4 p.m. with a 
Men’s Song Fest. 

• July 23, 7 p.m. – male 
summit ministry meet-
ing 

• July 27, 8:30 a.m. – 
Life Builders Confer-
ence/Men’s Breakfast 

• July 28, 7:45 & 10:45 
a.m. – Celebration of 
Manhood Sunday 

 

CHAPEL HILL 
BINKLEY MEMORIAL 
BAPTIST 
1712 Willow Drive 
Emotions Anonymous 

is holding weekly meet-
ing on Mondays at 7 p.m. 
Contact Kathi M at 
kmoon711@msn.com 
for more information. 

 
Send your church news 

to: The Triangle Tribune, 
115 Market Street, Suite 
360-G, Durham, NC 
27701; e-mail info@trian-
gletribune.com; or fax 
688-2740.  

 
Deadline: Tuesday by 

noon. 

Churchgoers split on  
visibility of their faith

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Spir-
itual topics aren't a part of 
regular conversations with 
fellow believers for many 
Protestant churchgoers, 
but most seem at least 
somewhat confident 
others know they're a 
Christian. 

The 2019 Discipleship 
Pathway Assessment study 
from LifeWay Research 
found those who regularly 
attend Protestant churches 
are split on how visible and 
pervasive their faith is in 
daily life.  

The study identifies liv-
ing an unashamed life as 
one of eight signposts that 
consistently show up in 
the lives of growing Chris-
tians. 

"In an increasingly secu-
lar culture, fewer people 
assume you are a Chris-

tian," said Scott McConnell, 
executive director of Life-
Way Research, based in 
Nashville. "Disciples now 
must decide if their iden-
tity in Christ is important 
enough to them to bring 
up in conversations." 

Overall, 39 percent of 
Protestant churchgoers 
disagree with the state-
ment: "Spiritual matters do 
not tend to come up as a 
normal part of my daily 
conversations with other 
Christians"; 35 percent 
agree and 26 percent aren't 
sure. Fifteen percent 
strongly assert that 
matters of faith are a part 
of their regular conver-
sations with fellow be-
lievers. 

Females (17%) are more 
likely than males (11%) to 
strongly indicate regularly 
having such conver-
sations, and Hispanics 
(19%) and African Ameri-

cans (18%) are more likely 
than whites (13%) to 
strongly affirm that 
matters of faith come up in 
their daily conversations 
with other Christians. 

Evangelical Protestants 
(17%) and black Protestants 
(15%) also are more likely 
than mainline Protestants 
(7%) to have such daily con-
versations. The youngest 
adult churchgoers (18-34) 
are least likely to strongly 
indicate spiritual matters 
are topics of daily conver-
sations with other Chris-
tians (9%). 

"It is striking that so 
many Protestant church-
goers don't talk to each 
other about the very thing 
that is supposed to unite 
them," McConnell said. 
"And the younger genera-
tion either did not observe 
it growing up or it was not 
done in a way they want to 
emulate." 

By Aaron Earls 
BAPTIST PRESS 

Pointing upward
EL CAJON, Calif. – For half 

a century, the faithful pa-
rishioners of First Church 
of Christ in Unionville, 
Connecticut, had missed 
their steeple. 

First built in 1885, it had 
loomed above the town's 
center but suffered deteri-
oration and was torn down. 
Church members wanted 
to replace the steeple, but 
the project was too expen-
sive. 

Then came Verizon Wire-
less. When the company 
needed to build a cell-
phone tower in Unionville, 
locals worried about the 
landscape. So the phone 
company rebuilt the stee-
ple out of steel and fiber-
glass so radio waves could 
bounce from antennas hid-
den inside the structure. 
Some of the church 
members hesitated but 
agreed with the project. 
"We thought it would be 
nice to have a steeple 
again," said one attender. 

Centuries ago, it was Lon-
don architect Sir Chris-
topher Wren who 
fine-tuned the image of the 
steeple. To Wren, a steeple 
was the finger of God 
pointing upward.  

I love steeples for that 
reason. In enduring fash-
ion, they point toward the 
heavens and direct the eye 
upward to our risen Savior. 
And that's the wonderful 
message of the church.  

People, trends and 
methods may come and 
go, but one thing endures: 
Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and 
forever (Hebrews 13:8). He 
is exalted in the heavens, 
and the earth is His foot-
stool. 

In "Explore the Bible," J. 
Sidlow Baxter wrote: "Our 
Lord's message was Him-
self. He did not come 
merely to preach a Gospel. 
He Himself is that Gospel. 
He did not come merely to 
give bread; He said, 'I am 
the bread.' He did not come 
merely to shed light; He 
said, 'I am the light.' He did 
not come merely to show 
the door; He said, 'I am the 
door.' He did not come 
merely to name a shep-
herd; He said, 'I am the 
shepherd.' He did not come 
merely to point the way; He 
said, 'I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.'" 

But today we're facing a 
danger in the church world 
and beyond. Between pol-
itics, business, sports and 
entertainment, everything 
is dominated by a few 
"stars" who become block-
busters in their own times 
and legends in their own 
minds. There will always 
be gifted communicators 
of the Gospel; we thank 
God for that. Therefore, it's 
not surprising that certain 
churches or ministries be-
come well-known because 
of their pastors, preachers 
or leaders. But the church 
is not about celebrities and 
success. 

There are no Christian 
superstars, and the church 
is no place for "the cult of 
the celebrity." It's all about 
Jesus. Our message points 
upward, our eyes turn to-
ward the heavens, and we 
gladly cast our crowns at 
His feet, knowing that He 
will not share His glory 
with another (Isaiah 42:8). 

My job as a pastor isn't to 
solve every problem with 
an endless series of how-to 
sermons. Though I want 
my sermons to be practical 

and applicable, my primary 
job is to teach the Bible as 
it's written and to intro-
duce people to Him. The 
church is not about our 
problems, but His power. 
It's not about our needs, 
but His grace. The Bible 
says, "To Him be glory in 
the church" (Ephesians 
3:21).  

Let me suggest some 
practical ways you can be a 
human steeple, pointing 
people toward Christ.  

• Pray for your pastor 
and staff, support them 
and encourage them. But 
don't expect them to be 
perfect.  

• Don't worry about the 
style of music. It's not pre-
pared, played or sung for 
you, but for Him.  

• Our job is to focus on 
the words and sing them 
with all our heart. 

• Be happy in church. No 
church is perfect. Every 
congregation is filled with 
people of varying levels of 
maturity, coming from dif-
ferent backgrounds, having 
different personalities and 
opinions. As much as pos-
sible, be at peace with your 
fellow believers (Romans 
12:18). 

• Finally, find a humble 
place of service. The best 
cure for pride is asking God 
to show you an obscure 
way to serve Him without 
notice or fanfare.  

The great thing about 
steeples is that they quietly 
point upward through 
every season, directing 
people to God. A solid 
church is like that too. We 
lift our eyes toward the 
heavens, toward the Lord. 
May we be steeple-like, al-
ways pointing souls up-
ward to our enthroned and 
exalted Savior. 

By David Jeremiah 
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE 

AROUND THE TRIANGLE
GARNER 
JAM 
The Handsome Ladies 

presents an All-Star Jam 
July 24, 6:30 p.m., Lor-
raine’s Coffee House & 
Music, 101 Timber Pointe 
Lane. Visit thehandsome-
ladies.org. 

 
 
RALEIGH 
FOR DADS 
A special screening of 

The Lion King for Triangle 
dads and their kids is July 
21, 4:40 p.m., Marbles 
IMAX, 201 E. Hargett St. 

 
APPRECIATION 
M&F Bank will host Com-

munity Appreciation Day 
July 27, noon to 4 p.m., 
1824 Rock Quarry Road.  

 
 
CARY 
TOUR 
Wake County Listening 

Tour is July 25, 6-7:30 
p.m., American Legion, 
8523 Chapel Hill Road.  

Contact Cynthia Ball at 
Cynthia.Ball@ncleg.net. 

 

DURHAM 
CAMP 
Duke Young Writers’ 

Camp is July 23, 7 p.m., 
The Regulator Bookshop, 
720 Ninth St. 

 
MEETING 
A public meeting on side-

walk design along LaSalle 
Street is July 23, 4:30-7:30 
p.m., Powe Elementary 
School Cafeteria, 913 Ninth 
Street.  

 
ROUNDTABLE 
Next community lunch-

eon roundtable is July 25,, 
noon, Shepherd’s House 
UMC, 107 N. Driver St. 

 
COLLEGE 
Applicants are needed 

for Durham Neighborhood 
College. Visit bit.ly/neigh-
borhood-college. Deadline: 
July 26. 

 
BLOCK PARTY 
Tap+Cork will host its 

first TapCork: Durham fes-
tival July 27 at Durham 
Central Park. Visit tapcork-
fest.com. 

 

ENTREPRENEURS 
Innovate Durham seek-

ing entrepreneurs for its 
2019 program. Contact Ben 
Kittelson at Ben.Kittel-
son@DurhamNC.gov. 

 
CHAPEL HILL 
GRANTS 
An information session 

on Durham Arts Council 
Emerging Artists Grant 
program is July 24, 6 p.m., 
Chapel Hill Library, 100 Li-
brary Drive. 

 
CARRBORO 
FAIR 
Affordable and Fair 

Housing Resource Fair is 
July 27, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Carrboro Century Center. 
Email info@ 
triangledac.org. 

 
HILLSBOROUGH 
EXHIBIT 
“No More Stolen Sisters,” 

a community art installa-
tion remembering missing 
and murdered indigenous 
women, runs through July 
28 at Orange Co. Public Li-
brary, 137 W. Margaret 
Lane. 

COURTESY

Mental health perspective
with God have their place in the full pic-
ture of health and wellness, and a con-
nection to God and leaning on a higher 
power does promote tremendous bene-
fits for the brain and brain health, said 
Dr. Catherine Jackson, a licensed clinical 
psychologist and board certified neuro-
therapist in Chicago. Jackson founded 
Dr. J’s Holistic Health and Wellness at 
DrCCJ.com. 

“While having the strength to work on 
your own problems is a good character-
istic to have, not recognizing when to 
seek help can be detrimental to overall 
health,” Jackson said. “Turning to our 
pastors was needed in the past, but as 
concerns have grown, more resources 
are available,” noting also that many Af-
rican Americans eventually visit hospital 
emergency rooms with complaints that 
are in fact mental health issues. 

Educator and life coach Elaine Taylor-
Klaus said there’s something else that 
happens in the black community that 
should warrant consideration when dis-
cussing the stigma of mental illness. 

“In all aspects of life, the African Amer-
ican community has had to appear 
better than the average person just to be 
seen as good enough,” she said. “African 
American families have long been con-
scious of a need to dress their kids a lit-
tle nicer in public, to expect their kids to 
behave more respectfully in public, and 
to follow directions immediately.  

“The implications for the adults when 
kids don’t behave have been a risk-fac-
tor. When an ‘uppity’ child acts out, an 
African American adult can get in se-
rious, life-threatening trouble. It’s not 
reasonable, but it’s a reality of African 
American life in the United States,” she 
said. 

Continued from page 3A



ESPN3 schedule 
• Sept. 14, 7 p.m. – More-

house at Miles, Prince Hall 
Americanism Football Clas-
sic 

• Oct. 12, 2 p.m. – Tuske-
gee vs. Morehouse, Tuske-
gee Morehouse Classic 

• Nov. 2, 2 p.m. – Fort Val-
ley State at Savannah State 

• Nov. 9, 2 p.m. – FVSU vs. 
Albany State, Fountain City 
Classic 

• Nov. 16, 2 p.m. – SIAC 
championship 

 
SWAC news 
The SWAC just upped the 

ante for teams to win their 
division with the announce-
ment Tuesday that the 
championship game will be 
played on the home field of 
the highest ranked team. 

“Hosting the game on 

According to the Charlotte Re-
gional Visitors Authority, the 
CIAA Tournament created $25.6 
million in direct visitor spending 
last season, and produced $2.96 
million in state and local sales tax 
revenue. 

Not surprisingly, the Toyota 
Fan Fest, Lowe’s 
Super Saturday and 
the CIAA Career 
Expo were the top 
three in attendance 
– outside of basket-
ball. 

Kathy Bullock has 
been hired as Nor-
folk State’s new vol-
leyball coach. Twenty of 
Bullock’s 25 years of experience 
have been at HBCUs, including 
North Carolina A&T, Tennessee 
State, Greensboro College and 
most recently at Winston-Salem 
State. 

She is the all-time winningest 
coach at TSU, and led the Aggies 
to two division titles. The Spar-
tans finished 4-17 last season. 

 
WOMEN 
N.C. Central 
Kendra Greene has joined the 

Eagles staff as senior associate 
athletics director for internal op-
erations and senior woman ad-
ministrator. She leaves a 
depleted Florida A&M athletics 
department, where she was a 
SWA and associate AD for 
compliance. 

“We are very fortunate to have 
Kendra join our team,” AD Ingrid 
Wicker McCree said. “I have been 
impressed with her commitment 
to lifelong learning, which has al-
lowed her to be a versatile ath-
letics administrator. Kendra will 
enhance our administrative team 
in a number of areas, but her pro-
found passion for student-ath-
lete success and well-being, as 
well as a deep commitment to 
the success of coaches and team 
members, are attributes that any  
athletics director desires when 
hiring coaches and staff.” 

 
MEN 
N.C. Central 
Alumnus Michael P. Johnson 

has been honored by The Na-
tional Football Foundation’s Bill 
Dooley Chapter. Johnson is the 
recipient of the Distinguished 
American Award, and was recog-
nized this week at the annual Pig-
skin Preview. 

He joins the company of LeRoy 
T. Walker, Ike Boone, Jim Good-
man, Charlie Adams and more. 

The 1969 graduate lettered in 
football. He is president/CEO of 
J&A Group in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

 
St. Augustine’s 
Senior defensive back Roy Gar-

ris Jr. is a nominee for the All-
state AFCA Good Works Football 
Team. To be nominated, a stu-
dent-athlete must excel on the 
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CIAA  
tourney 
produces 
$25.6M in 
spending

Southern High School has a new athletics director. Former student-athlete Jeremy Miles 
replaces Crystal Massenburg, who was released from her position. Miles graduated 
from Southern in 2012.

Rich McGeorge stood up 
and told everyone in the 
room what a joy it had been 
to coach at North Carolina 
Central. 

He even pulled out an old 
Eagles baseball hat from long 
ago that he found while 
cleaning out his garage. Both 
he and Trei Oliver were assis-
tants under coach Rod 
Broadway when NCCU was 
Division II. Their last season 
together in 2005, the Eagles 
went undefeated in the CIAA 

and earned 
their second 
straight confer-
ence champion-
ship. 

Now retired 
after undergo-
ing a liver trans-
plant in 2012, 
McGeorge was 
at Wednesday’s 
Durham Sports 
Club meeting to 

support his former colleague 
and new head coach. 

 “When I started my coach-
ing career, I thought coach-
ing was all about yelling and 
screaming,” Oliver said. “But 
it was coach McGeorge and 
coach Broadway who taught 
me that yelling and scream-
ing wasn’t how to coach. It’s 
not about you, it’s about the 
young men.” 

While McGeorge remained 
in the Triangle area, Oliver 
followed Broadway to Gram-
bling State, where they won a 
SWAC championship and 
black college national cham-
pionship, and then to 
Greensboro to that “other” 
team down I-85. 

We all know the turn-
around that Broadway and 
his staff accomplished at 
North Carolina A&T. Oliver 
said it finally made people 
stop and take notice and re-
alize, hey, they can actually 
coach. 

After Broadway retired, 
Oliver left for Southern Uni-
versity under NCCU alumnus 
Dawson Odums before get-
ting a shot at his first head-
coaching gig. Then came the 
biggest recruiting job of his 
career. 

“In 20 years of (assistant) 
coaching, I never interviewed 
for a job,” he said. “My last 
job interview was in 1996 at 
the Gap at Northgate Mall.” 

Needless to say, he did just 
fine. 

 
Who needs a peach? 
Oliver recalled how he ini-

tially had no intention of en-
rolling at NCCU. His parents 
were both Eagles graduates, 
and he wanted to forge his 
own path. 

But on a recruiting visit, the 
players had dinner one night 
with some of the cheer-
leaders. And there she was. 

“Her name was Peaches, 
and she was beautiful,” 
Oliver said. “I said ‘I’m com-
ing to NCCU.’ ” 

But when he got to NCCU, 
Peaches had no time for him. 
In fact, she didn’t even re-
member him. No worries. He 
met and married Yvette, and 
they have one son. 

Bye, bye, Peaches! 
 
Equal opportunity 
I’ve written about this be-

fore, but I must continue to 
give the Durham Sports Club 
kudos for the treatment it 
gives to NCCU. 

Even though we’re in ACC 
country and 99% of the 
members are white, club of-
ficials like Tommy Hunt, Ed 
Bryson, Jon Fletcher and 
others go out of their way to 
keep the Eagles on equal 
ground. 

“We need to support NCCU 
like we support other 
schools around here,” Bry-
son said at the meeting. 

Added Hunt: “It’s a great 
football experience, great at-
mosphere and the band is 
tremendous.” 

Hunt also has never for-
gotten a pregame fight sev-
eral years ago between a 
couple of South Carolina 
State players and NCCU band 
members. He brings it up 
every time someone from 
NCCU visits.  

But who can blame him? 
It’s hard to forget watching 
football players get a beat-
down by the band. Bet they 
won’t ever try that again. 

NCCU 
coach 
loses a 
peach, 
gains a 
job
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Bowie State, Virginia Union 
ranked in Division II poll

Defending CIAA cham-
pion Bowie State is ranked 
No. 25 in the 2019 College 
Football America Yearbook 
Division II Preseason Top 
30. Virginia Union is ranked 
No. 30. 

 
Wright-Starks  
signs contract 
Former Shaw offensive 

lineman Zedrious Wright-
Starks has inked a deal with 
the Carolina Cobras of the 
National Arena League in 
Greensboro. 

The Atlanta native was a 
four-year letterman and 
helped the Bears to a 5-5 
overall, 4-3 conference 
record last season. He joins 
former Bears David Jordan 
and Julius Gregory on the 
team. 

The Cobras are the NAL 
defending champions. Post-
season play begins next 
week. Visit 
carcobras.com/home for 
more information. 

 
MEAC champs  
nationally ranked 
Two-time MEAC cham-

pion North Carolina A&T is 
ranked No. 18 in College 
Football America Year-
book’s Preseason FCS Top 
30. The Aggies are the only 
HBCU FCS team ranked. 

 
 

SIAC releases  
ESPN schedule 
A five-game slate of SIAC 

matchups on ESPN3 high-
lights the Division II confer-
ence schedule. 

“We are pleased to con-
tinue our partnership with 
ESPN,” SIAC Commissioner 
Gregory Moore said. “This 
year’s games will feature in-
triguing matchups and an 
extremely competitive 
landscape, which, coupled 
with our passionate fan fol-
lowing that has helped the  
SIAC lead NCAA Division II 
in average football atten-
dance for the 16th consec-
utive year, makes ESPN an 
outstanding platform to 
provide SIAC member 
schools and student-ath-
letes with additional expo-
sure opportunities.” 

 

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com

Please see POLL/7A

COLLEGE CORNER

Jah-Maine Martin led the Aggies in rushing TDs in 2018.
KEVIN L. DORSEY

BONITTA 
BEST

COURTESY
Bullock

COURTESY
Greene

Welcome back Kotter, 
er, we mean Miles

HBCU FOOTBALL
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Please see CIAA/7A
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campus last year gave us a 
great level of insight and 
understanding as it relates 
to the overall worth and 
value the game brings to 
our conference,” Commis-
sioner Charles McClelland 
said. “We look forward to 
the future of the game on 
campus in what should 
undoubtedly bring excit-
ing atmospheres and 
memorable perform-
ances.” 

The game is December 7, 

Bowie State, VUU ranked 
in preseason DII poll

4 p.m. on ESPNU. 
• Preseason picks: Al-

corn State quarterback 
Noah Johnson was named 
the preseason offensive 
player of the year and 
teammate Soloman Mu-
hammad earned the de-
fensive player of the year. 

Johnson threw for 2,207 
yards and 15 touchdowns, 
and rushed for another 
1,080 yards and 11 TDs 
last season. Muhammad 
was second on the team in 
tackles with 64, plus four 

Continued from page 6A

field and in the classroom. The team will be announced in September. 
 
Shaw 
Soccer will play seven home matches at the MAC Sports & Entertainment in Ra-

leigh under second-year coach Matthew Brown. 
The Bears open the season at home on September 8 against Bloomsburg, and 

follow that up with three more home matches. Shaw finished 7-8-1 last season. 

Continued from page 6A

CIAA tourney produces 
$25.6M in spending

No need to treat Hornets 
rookie like he’s a rapist
Jalen McDaniels’ sex videos don’t rate the  
indignation reserved for predators

Jalen McDaniels’ past in-
cludes an episode best de-
scribed as stupid. 

It is not enough to dis-
qualify him from seeking 
gainful employment. 

The Charlotte Hornets 
second-round pick’s per-
sonal baggage – recording 
video of sexual encounters 
as a teenager in the Ta-
coma, Washington suburbs 
and sharing them with 
friends – has raised con-
cerns about the team draft-
ing him last month. There’s 
a bigger issue though. 
Where is the demarcation 
line between dumb in high 
school and killing his work 
opportunity as an adult?  

“I admit that when I was 
in high school I made a 
very big mistake. I was very 
immature and disrespect-
ful at the time I did it,” 
McDaniels said last week in 
his first and only inter-
action with local media at 
Spectrum Center’s practice 
court. “I’ve apologized to 
the women involved and 
I’m sorry to this day. This 
doesn’t represent who I 
am. It doesn’t represent 
who I am as a person. This 
was a mistake I made in 
high school. I was just 
being immature.” 

If Donald Trump can 
openly brag about assault-

By Herbert L. White 
THE CHARLOTTE POST

ing multiple women as a 
grown man and be elected 
president and Brett Kava-
naugh can be accused of 
rape as a teenager and con-
firmed to the United States 
Supreme Court, there’s no 
good reason for McDaniels, 
a 6-foot-10 forward from 
San Diego State, to be de-
nied work as a professional 
basketball player.  

The Hornets, who’ve 
made their share of poor 
draft picks over the years, 
may yet regret taking 
McDaniels. It should be be-
cause he isn’t an NBA 
player, though, not for a 
dumber-than-a-sack-of-
rocks decision in high 
school. 

McDaniels hasn’t been 
charged with a crime, but 
does face a pair of civil 
cases filed last year by the 
women he recorded, which 
they say was done without 
their permission. Accord-
ing to the San Diego Union 
Tribune, Gwen Gabert al-
leges McDaniels, who left 
college after his redshirt 
sophomore year, recorded 
her performing a sexual act 
on him on her 18th birth-
day in 2016. McDaniels was 
17 at the time. 

Another woman, Tally 
Thomas, alleges McDaniels 
recorded her performing a 
sex act on Christian Jones, 
McDaniels’ Federal Way 
High School teammate, at 

approximately the same 
time. Police twice rec-
ommended charging 
McDaniels with two counts 
of voyeurism, but the King 
County district attorney 
declined to press charges 
because the evidence was 
deleted. 

Without a path to justice 
in criminal court, Gabert 
and Thomas opted for civil 
lawsuits, as is their right. 
McDaniels admitted 
recording the videos last 
month in court documents 
and expressed remorse to 
reporters in Charlotte this 
week. I’m no lawyer, but I’d 
guess the plaintiffs will 
prevail and get paid bigly. 
The Hornets obviously saw 
the case as a non-basketball 
issue when drafting 
McDaniels, so why the fuss 
over their decision? 

It’s because everyone is 
offended by something 
these days, even incredible 
stupidity. America, God 
bless us, has been histori-
cally eager to punish black 
folks, especially men, for 
the smallest of offenses 
perceived or real. The pen-
alties – money, freedom 
and lives – are dispropor-
tionately steep. The law is 
the law, and when it works 
properly, everyone is held 
to account for his or her ac-
tions.  

Or is it just people like 
Jalen McDaniels? 

Charlotte Hornets rookie forward Jalen McDaniels addressed local media last week 
at Spectrum Center regarding his legal issues regarding recording two women in 
sexual situations without their permission.

HERBERT L. WHITE | THE CHARLOTTE POST

sacks and nine tackles for 
loss. 

 
Order of finish 
Eastern Division  
Alcorn State (92)  
Alabama A&M (70) 
Jackson State (61)  
Alabama State (47) 
Mississippi Valley State   
Western Division 
Southern (90)  
Prairie View A&M (78)  
Grambling State (74)  
Texas Southern (34)  
Arkansas-Pine Bluff (24)                                          

The BEST in HBCU 
Sports 
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KNOW YOUR BLACK HISTORY

Above, left to right: Kumani Simmons, Dwanson Clark, David Fitts, Braxton 
Smith, Beulah Jr., Johnson, Fairbanks, Hamlett, Redmon, Clayton Jones, 
James Ratliff and Gregory Ward.

COURTESY

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
awards scholarships

The Durham Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity held its annual scholarship 
ceremony last month at the Uplift Community Center. Four scholarships were 
awarded to recent high school graduates. The recipients were Sedric Beulah Jr., 
N.C. School of Science and Mathematics; Camryn Hamlet, Durham School of the 
Arts; Christian Johnson, Riverside High; and Dacia Redmon, Josephine Dobbs 
Clement Early College High School. Each was awarded  a $1,000 scholarship.

NCNW honors Durhamites 
giving back to community

DURHAM – The National 
Council of Negro Women–
Durham Section honored 
several individuals and or-
ganizations at its 34th an-
nual Recognition 
Luncheon fundraiser last 
month. The theme of the 
luncheon was “Thank You 
For Your Service.” 

• William “Bill” Bell 
served the city for a com-
bined 47 years as county 
commissioner and later as 
mayor. He is the longest 
serving mayor in Dur-
ham’s history. 

• The Rev. Mark Anthony 
Middleton is pastor of 
Abundant Hope Christian 
Church and a city council 
member. He is nationally 
recognized for his work 
with Durham CAN (Con-
gregations, Associations 
and Neighborhoods) in 
fighting for affordable 
housing, living wages, 
equal protection and racial 

100 plays and mentored 
dozen of students now 
making a living in the per-
forming arts. 

• Pearl Freeland helped 
Greater St. Paul Church 
start a community feeding 
ministry every third Sat-
urday. Over 30,000 meals 
have been prepared 
and/or delivered. 

• Union Baptist Backpack 
Buddies Ministry was 
created in 2012 to feed 
children who may not have 
enough food to eat over 
the weekend.  

Ten members of the 
NCNW were also honored 
for their community serv-
ice: Cora Cole McFadden, 
Cynthia Carter, Louise 
Gooche, Judge Doretha 
Walker, Jackie Morrison, 
Elizabeth Jones, Mary 
Walker, Antoinette Burriss, 
Mildred Hendersn and 
Betty Reed. 

The chapter meets every 
second Saturday at West 
Durham Baptist Church. 

 

profiling. 
• Congressman G.K. But-

terfield has served the cit-
izens in the First District 
since 2004. Under his sup-
port, the district has re-
ceived over $100 million 
in federal funding. 

• The Rev. Larry Thomas 
is the founder of the 
Thomas Mentor Leader-
ship Academy, which 
mentors young men be-
tween the ages of 9 and 18 
who are being raised by a 
single parent, legal guard-
ian or grandparents. 

• Marlon West is the cre-
ator and director of the 
100 Men in Black choir. 
The group was organized 
in 2003 and shares the 
good news of the gospel 
through singing, fundrais-
ing and community serv-
ice. 

• Wendell Tabb is the in-
ternationally renowned 
creator and director of 
Hillside High School of 
Theater for the past 31 
years. He has directed over 

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com

Lee, G.K. Butterfield and McFadden
COURTESY

Left to right: Sharlene Lee, Bill Bell and Cora Cole-McFadden
NCNW
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CARRBORO — Bettye La-
Vette is no mere singer; she 
is an interpreter of the 
highest order. Whether the 
song originated as country, 
rock, pop or blues, it is 
pure R&B when she gets 
through with it.  

LaVette gets inside a 
song and shapes and 
twists it to convey all of the 
emotion that can be 
wrought from the lyric. To 
quote the late, great 
George Jones: “Bettye is 
truly a ‘singer’s singer.'” 

On July 25 at 8 p.m., The 
ArtsCenter presents “An 
Evening with Bettye La-
Vette.” Tickets are $34 and 
can be purchased at art-
scenterlive.org, by phone 
at (919) 929-2787 or in per-
son at The ArtsCenter’s 
Box Office at 300-G East 
Main Street in Carrboro. 

For this intimate per-
formance in The Art-
sCenter’s Earl and Rhoda 
Wynn Theatre, LaVette is 
accompanied by her key-
board player, Evan Mercer. 

She will be performing 
songs from throughout her 
57-year career, including 
those that she used to per-
form in small Detroit clubs 
before her 21st century re-
surgence began. Some of 
these songs she does not 
perform with her full band. 

LaVette’s career began in 
1962 at the age of 16 in De-
troit. Unlike many of her 
contemporaries, she did 
not begin singing in the 
church, but in her parents' 
living room. She was 
signed by local record pro-
ducer Johnnie Mae Mat-
thews and her first single, 
“My Man – He’s a Loving 
Man,” was released on At-
lantic Records. The record 
reached the R&B Top 10, 
and led LaVette to tour 
with Atlantic Records R&B 
hitmakers like Clyde 
McPhatter, Ben E. King, Bar-
bara Lynn and Otis Red-
ding.  

She recorded for numer-
ous major labels, including 
Atco, Epic and Motown 
over the course of the 
1960s through the 1980s. 

The 2000s started what 
she calls her “fifth career.” 
Her album, A Woman Like 
Me, won the W.C. Handy 
Award in 2004 for Come-
back Blues Album of the 
Year. She was given a pres-
tigious Pioneer Award by 
The Rhythm & Blues Foun-
dation, and has received 
Blues Music Awards for 
Best Contemporary Female 
Blues Singer and Best Soul 
Blues Female Artist.  

In 2009, she was invited 
to the White House to per-
form at the inauguration of 
Barack Obama, an experi-
ence she describes as “the 
greatest thing that’s ever 
happened to me.” Her 
2015 release, Worthy, was 
also nominated for a 
Grammy for Best Blues 
Album. 2018 also saw her 
inducted into the Michigan 
Rock and Roll Legends Hall 
of Fame. 

She is one of a very few 
of her contemporaries 
recording during the birth 
of soul music in the 1960s 
who is still creating vital re-
cordings today.  

Bettye LaVette brings soul 
music to The ArtsCenter

STAFF REPORTS 

The Rev. Pauli Murray 
house receives grant 

DURHAM – The Rev. 
Pauli Murray Center for 
History and Social Justice 
is one of 22 historic insti-
tutions that will receive 
funds from a $1.6 million 
grant from the National 
Trust for Historic Preser-
vation through its African 
American Cultural Her-
itage Action Fund. 

The late Murray (1910-
85) was a Hillside High 
graduate who became an 
activist, lawyer, feminist, 
poet, and the first black 
female Episcopal priest. 
Her home, now a histori-
cal landmark, is located at 
906 Carroll Street. 

“The recipients of this 
funding shine a light on 
once lived stories and 
black culture, some famil-
iar and some yet untold, 
that weave together the 
complex story of Ameri-
can history in the United 
States,”  said Brent Leggs, 
executive director of the 
Action Fund. 

Other grant recipients: 
• African Meeting House 

and Abiel Smith School 
(Museum of African Amer-
ican History), Boston 

• Alabama Historical 
Commission 

• Clinton AME Zion 
Church, Barrington, Mas-
sachusetts  

• Emanuel AME Church, 
Charleston, South Carolina 

• Emmett Till Interpre-
tive Center, Sumner, Mis-
sissippi 

• Explored Landscapes 
of Afro-Virginia 

• The Forum, Chicago 

• Morris Brown College’s 
Foundation Hall, Atlanta 

• Oregon Black Pioneers 
Corporation  

• Satchel Paige House, 
Kansas City, Missouri 

• South Carolina African 
American Heritage Com-
mission 

• Texas Endangered His-
toric Black Settlements & 
Cemeteries 

• Treme Neighborhood 
Microgrants Program, New 
Orleans, Louisiana 

• Wright Building, De-
Land, Florida 

• God’s Little Acre, New-
port, Rhode Island 

• Harriet Tubman Home, 
Auburn, New York 

• Historic Evergreen 
Cemetery, Richmond, Vir-
ginia 

• Historic Westside Las 
Vegas 

• Hutchinson House, 
Edisto Island, S.C. 

• Langston Hughes 
House, Harlem 

• McGee Avenue Baptist 
Church, Stuart Street 
Apartments, Berkeley, Cal-
ifornia 

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com
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Pauli Murray
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Murray’s childhood home on Carroll Street.
Marie Van Brittan Brown, 

born on Jan. 7, 1922, was 
an African American nurse 
and inventor from Queens, 
New York. In 1966, at the 
age of 44, she came up 
with the brilliant idea to 
create a unique home sur-
veillance device with a 
closed-circuit television se-
curity system. 

She and her husband, Al-
bert L. Brown, applied for 
the patent and invented a 
system with a motorized 
camera that could show 
images on a monitor.  

That patent (#3,482,037) 

was eventually granted, 
and her invention went on 
to become a technological 
precursor to how modern 
day home security systems 
would be designed. 

Brown's invention had 
very unique features for 
the time. The motorized 
door camera could slide up 
and down to look out of 
four peepholes.  

Anything the camera 
captured was displayed on 
a monitor. Her system also 
included a radio-controlled 
lock that allowed the front 
door to remotely unlock, 
and an audio-video alarm 

system that could be used 
to see and communicate 
with whoever was at the 
door. 

For her genius invention, 
which obviously contrib-
uted to the future of home 
security systems, Brown 
was given a prestigious 
award by the National 
Scientists Committee.  

But, for the most part, 
her invention has gone un-
noticed and undoc-
umented by the 
mainstream media and lit-
erature. 

Brown died on Feb. 2, 
1999, at the age of 77. 

A black woman invented the 
first home security system 
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