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The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts has 
been quietly facilitating the dismissals of hundreds of thou-
sands of criminal charges and infractions across the state for 
the past two years as part of a data clean-up effort.  

Each of the cases dismissed had been pending for years – 
some for decades – without prosecution, preventing thousands 
of people from getting a driver’s license and sometimes result-
ing in orders of arrests, often of individuals already living in 
poverty. 

The end result of the mass dismissals is judicial efficiency, in-
creased public safety and a human impact that can’t be meas-
ured. There have been over 700,000 total cases dismissed thus 
far by 50 counties as part of the effort, called the Data Integrity 
Initiative. The AOC has not released information on how many 
charges in each of the jurisdictions was dismissed. 

Despite the magnitude of the progress, the initiative is still 
failing in an important way in that there’s no process in place to 
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Sexual assault is no longer 
a “he-said-she-said” crime 
for a growing number of 
prosecutors around North 
Carolina.  

Like their law-enforcement 
counterparts, prosecutors 
have in recent years attended 
training programs to learn 
the science of how trauma 
affects sexual assault vic-
tims, including sessions of-
fered by the N.C. Conference 
of District Attorneys and 
other training funded 
through law enforcement 
grants. This knowledge gives 
prosecutors leverage in sex-
ual assault cases that au-
thorities once declined to 
prosecute or with cases that 
police and prosecutors once 
dismissed based on the false 
assumption that inconsistent 
recollections were lies. 

With this fresh understand-
ing of victim trauma, prose-
cutors can confront 
longstanding biases that jury 
members have about how 
people behave after a sexual 
assault, said Alicia Marks, an 
assistant district attorney in 
Cumberland County. Many 
people still believe a rape 
victim should cry out or fight 
her assailant. “They may 
fight, they may freeze,” 
Marks said. “Every victim is 
not going to react to trauma 
in the same way.” 

Marks has prosecuted sex-
ual assaults for about four 
years. While the cases are dif-
ficult, they are not impos-
sible, she said. Funding from 
a Fayetteville Police Depart-
ment grant to test old rape 
kits helped pay for her train-
ing to learn more about the 
mind of an assault victim 
and a concept called the neu-
robiology of trauma. 

“Especially after a trau-
matic event, you may not re-
member things 
chronologically,” Marks said. 
“That’s why a detective 
won’t conduct a forensic in-
terview until a few days 
later.” 

Amber Barwick is the sex-
ual violence resource prose-
cutor for the N.C. Conference 
of District Attorneys. Law-
yers must take 12 hours of 
courses each year to main-
tain a law license in North 
Carolina, and courses about 
the neurobiology of trauma 
count toward that require-
ment, she said. 

Barwick has taught in 
urban counties that have 
teams of prosecutors spe-
cializing in sex crimes and in 
rural areas where prosecu-
tors handle every type of 
case. The training courses 
can be offered at regional or 
annual conferences. Barwick 
said members of law en-
forcement at times consti-
tute the bulk of those who 
attend her workshops. 

“If they (law enforcement) 
don’t know what we need to 
put a case in front of a jury 

Serena Sebring and Kayla 
Hartsfield were arrested 
last month after chaining 
themselves to the gates 
outside the Durham 
County Detention Center. 

The two women, activists 
with Southerners On New 
Ground (SONG), were try-
ing to bring attention to a 
cash bail system they say 
has utterly failed. Studies 
show the current system 
disproportionately jails 
minorities, the poor and 
those accused of nonvio-
lent crimes while failing to 
effectively assure that de-
fendants make their court 
dates in higher numbers 
than those who are offered 
alternatives to cash bail. 

“We have a lot to learn 
from other cities and 
states that have just de-
cided, ‘We’re not going to 
do this system of ransom 
that money bail has be-
come,’ ” Sebring said. 
“They’ve replaced it with a 
wide variety of things like 
‘cite and release’ programs 
and other ways of support-
ing people in making that 
first court appearance that 
are more effective.” 

Last week Durham Dis-
trict Attorney Satana De-
berry made it clear she 
agrees. Deberry an-
nounced her office has 
stopped seeking cash bail 
in most cases. 

“Research shows the 
cash bail system dispro-
portionately impacts 
lower-wealth people and 
people of color,” Deberry 
said in her announcement. 
“Setting high money bail 
doesn’t ensure that dan-
gerous people remain in 
jail, it ensures poor people 
stay in jail. This policy re-
moves wealth from the 
equation to the extent pos-
sible under North Carolina 
law, instead making public 
safety the determining fac-
tor in pretrial release rec-
ommendations.” 

The new policy estab-
lishes a presumption that 
all those awaiting trial 
should be released on a 
written promise to appear, 
without monetary con-
ditions, except those fac-
ing charges “involving 
physical harm or threats of 
physical harm to another 
person.” That extends to 
misdemeanors and low-
level felonies with the ex-
ception of domestic 
violence cases. 

Bail reform was a major 
part of Deberry’s platform 
when she was elected last 
year. That’s a position 
that’s proven controversial 
among prosecutors in 
other jurisdictions, with 
some chafing at policies 
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Rev. LaMont Johnson Sr. takes parenting role seriously

parade in 2013.  
In Raleigh, supporters in-

cluded survivors, city officials, 
politicians and top law en-
forcement officers who shared 
their voices about the gun vio-
lence crisis in America that 
claims 100 lives and injures 
hundreds more every day. 
With three shootings in the 
city overnight and a generation 
growing up more concerned 

‘No more thoughts and 
prayers’ after shootings

RALEIGH – Five Triangle-area 
affiliates of the North Carolina 
chapter of Moms Demand Ac-
tion for Gun Sense in America 
gathered at Raleigh’s historic 
Chavis Park last weekend to 
honor victims and survivors of 
gun violence and to push for 
prevention efforts. 

The Wear Orange community 
event coincided with hundreds 
like it across the country dur-
ing Wear Orange Weekend, 
June 7-9, which helped kick-
start June as National Gun Vi-
olence Awareness Month. In 
addition to honoring lives 
stolen by gun violence, the 
Wear Orange campaign, spear-
headed by Everytown for Gun 
Safety, advocates for ways to 
help keep firearms out of dan-
gerous hands and to protect 
children from gun violence.  

Orange, worn by hunters to 
protect themselves and others, 
is the color worn by the 
friends of Hadiya Pendleton, a 
15-year-old shot and killed in 
Chicago just a week after she 
performed at President Barack 
Obama’s second inaugural 

over getting shot than falling 
off a bicycle, Raleigh Police 
Chief Cassandra Deck-Brown 
said the Chavis Park shelter 
“should have so many people 
in it that people need to stand 
outside in the grass. 

“The playing field for 
shooters has changed, and 
they don’t care where,” Deck-
Brown said. “We will never 
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Raleigh Police Chief Cassandra Deck-Brown speaks at rally. 
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Left to right: West Durham Baptist Pastor LaMont Johnson Sr. with his sons: Gabriel, Andre, 
Noah and LaMont Jr. 

COURTESY

Durham pastor’s love 
shines through sons

DURHAM – The Rev. LaMont 
Johnson Sr. doesn’t like to call 
himself a single dad to his four 
boys. He says he may be di-
vorced from their mother, but 
they are co-parents. 

“I applaud their mom, and 
we’ve got a great working rela-
tionship,” he said. “At the end 
of the day, we’re trying to 
make sure our sons are doing 
well.” 

Yet Johnson’s congregation 
and the people who know him 
can’t help but notice what a 
good job he does as a father to 
his sons, ages 15, 13, 7 and 5. 
That’s why he was nominated 
as The Triangle Tribune’s 

By Maria Magher 
CORRESPONDENT 

Father of the Year.  
“It’s a very, very high 

honor,” Johnson said of the 
award, which he said came as 
a total surprise. He doesn’t 
even know who nominated 
him. Johnson has been the 
pastor at West Durham Baptist 
Church for the past two years. 
“I am so honored and hum-
bled at this,” he said. “I love 
my church. I really do believe 
I have one of the greatest 
churches in the state.” 

Johnson said that if you 
asked his sons how they 
would describe him as a dad, 
“probably the first word is fun, 
but serious at the same time.” 
He said he takes his role very 
seriously, and he makes it a 

priority to spend time with 
them and to be a role model 
for them.  

“I’m concerned about my 
sons’ long-term viability, and 
all that starts at home,” he 
said, referring to the dangers 
that African American boys 
and men face. He focuses on 
helping them with everything, 
from their manners to their 
studies.  

If you ask others, they would 
say the same thing about him. 
Johnson’s commitment to his 
sons shows in the things he 
does.  

“When I met him, his two 
oldest boys were basically tod-
dlers – one was in pull-ups and 
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one was just a little bit 
older,” said Wendy Dunlap, 
a church parishioner who 
is known as “nana” to his 
boys. “No matter what, 
every Sunday, he had them 
in church. He always had 
them involved in church. 
No matter what he was 
doing, even after church, if 
we had something going 
on or we were involved in 
something, he always took 
the time to go over to the 
boys and ask, ‘Are you 
OK?’ ” 

Dunlap said Johnson 
continues to find ways to 
be involved with his sons 
despite juggling a pastor-
ship and a full-time job as 
the director of alumni rela-
tions at Shaw University.  

She said it’s the same 
kind of commitment he 
shows to his church. “His 
emphasis is that we are 
family,” she said. 

Dunlap met Johnson 
when he was the pastor at 

Father of the year shines 
through his offspring

Providence Baptist Church 
in Rockingham, where she 
lives. She was so im-
pressed with his preaching 
that she now drives an 
hour-and-a-half to Durham 
to hear him. 

“When I first heard him, a 
co-worker had invited me 
because I just moved here 
from Las Vegas. I said, ‘I 
haven’t heard a pastor that 
sparked me in any way,’ 
and my co-worker said, 
‘oh, I got a preacher for 
ya,’” she said. “I went, and 
I was like, ‘This young man 
is on fire!’  

Dunlap said she has 
grown spiritually under 
Johnson’s guidance, and 
he has shown personal at-
tention to her and his con-
gregation, making them 
feel like family. At the 
same time, she says he has 
juggled his work with rais-
ing his children, doing vol-
unteer work, cooking, 
cleaning, and more.  

“His children – that’s one 

of his top priorities – and 
he lets that be known, and 
I love it,” she said. “You 
don’t see too many dads 
hanging with their chil-
dren. He’s right there with 
them, and they love him.” 

Johnson, 40, has also 
completed two master’s 
degrees and a doctoral de-
gree, and he is currently 
completing another docto-
ral program. He has vol-
unteered with Habitat for 
Humanity and other 
agencies in the com-
munity, worked for the 
NAACP, and stays active 
with the Durham Alumni 
Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity. 

“I have a passion for em-
powering people and lift-
ing people; I feel suited to 
it,” he said. “(Being a dad 
has) been amazing. I have 
four amazing sons. All of 
them are just brilliant in 
their own right. If a daddy 
can say he has sweet sons, 
well, I’m very grateful.” 

Continued from page 1A

notify individuals who 
have had charges dis-
missed. The only excep-
tion to this is in Durham, 
which has created a 
searchable online database 
for those who’ve gotten re-
lief. 

Mecklenburg County dis-
posed of 193,678 of its 
cases on July 5, 2017, ac-
cording to Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Robyn 
Withrow. It was the first ju-
risdiction to participate in 
using the mass dismissal 
tool – a technological ad-
vance – and paved the way 
for the Data Integrity Initia-
tive, which launched about 
a year later. 

Withrow and other dis-
trict attorneys praised the 
AOC for creating the des-
perately-needed mass dis-
missal tool. There was 
otherwise no alternative to 
dismissing such aged 
cases en masse. 

“We would have had to 
manually go find a ticket in 
many cases that is years 
and years old,” said Ben 
David, the district attorney 
for New Hanover and 
Pender counties. “It is sit-
ting somewhere in a base-
ment – which, by the way, 
might have mold and has 
flooded after a storm – and 
then we would have to take 
that physical [ticket] and 
write the words ‘vol-
untarily dismissed’ and 
our name and date on 
them, and then you mul-
tiply that exercise by 
45,000 tickets.” 

District attorneys have 
full discretion in whether 
or not they want to partici-
pate in the Initiative, but 
Withrow noted, “we each 
individually have to do our 
part.” 

Durham already partici-
pates in the mass dismissal 

NC officials part of 
massive data ‘clean-up’

Initiative and runs a debt 
relief effort. “The culture 
of this office now is that we 
don’t believe you should 
have to pay forever for 
what you’ve done in the 
past,” Durham District At-
torney Satana Deberry 
said. “The way that has 
shown up in our work is 
not just with the dismiss-
als, but also with the fines 
and fees forgiveness and 
really defined opportuni-
ties. Once people have paid 
their debt to society or 
once it becomes clear that 
they cannot, that we re-
lieve them of the criminal 
burden.” 

The office has dismissed 
72,441 cases so far. About 
50,000 of those were lead-
ing to active license sus-
pensions. Deberry said 
many of the cases were at 
least 30 years old, with 
some much older. She 
made the point that in 
North Carolina, just being 
charged with something 
shows up on individuals’ 
records and can impact 
their ability to find hous-
ing, jobs, get into college or 
qualify for financial aid. 
“There are just lots of ways 
in which having been 
charged with something 
[that’s not] been resolved 
can harm people,” she 
said. 

The Durham Expunction 
and Restoration (DEAR) 
program is a streamlined 
effort to remove those bar-
riers to employment and 
housing by providing free 
legal services to Durham 
residents who cannot af-
ford attorneys to expunge 
charges and convictions 
from their criminal records 
and restore suspended or 
revoked drivers’ licenses. 

The Data Integrity Initia-
tive is separate from debt 
relief efforts, but, in Dur-

ham, the two sometimes 
work in tandem. Charles 
Gibson, 27, is someone 
who benefited from the 
latter with the help of 
DEAR. His driver’s license 
was suspended for the 
better part of a decade 
after he couldn’t pay for a 
speeding ticket and his 
fines grew to over $1,000. 

“It’s hard not being able 
to go where you please and 
being on other people’s 
time,” he said, recalling a 
time he missed the bus 
and had to walk four hours 
to get to and from work in 
extreme cold weather. “It’s 
way different being on 
your own time with your 
own car being able to come 
and go as you please. 
You’re not paying any-
body, and you’re putting 
gas money in your own 
car.” 

Even after charges are 
dismissed, there is a price 
for North Carolinians to get 
their suspended license 
back – a $65 reinstatement 
fee, plus an additional $50 
service fee if they did not 
mail in their suspended li-
cense when the license was 
initially suspended. 

All of the district attor-
neys interviewed reported 
positive effects from dis-
missing cases and said 
feedback has also been 
good. Deberry said clean-
ing up data is in the inter-
est of justice and helps 
district attorneys under-
stand what their caseloads 
actually look like. 

“And I think as a public 
servant whose responsibil-
ity it is to keep the com-
munity safe, that is part of 
the work too – for people 
we aren’t going to prose-
cute, there’s no reason to 
hold them under the threat 
of prosecution,” she said. 
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Charles Gibson owed more than $1,000 in court fines and fees associated with a ticket he 
couldn’t pay from several years ago. 
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that dictate in advance 
how they conduct their 
cases and when they pur-
sue cash bail. 

Asked if those in her of-
fice were all on board, De-
berry had a simple 
response. 

“Well, they all work for 
me,” she said. “I was very 
intentional in the hiring 
that I did. Not everybody 
stayed in the office, and a 
lot of the people I brought 
in with me were people 
who were already helping 
me think about and work 
on these policies. That 
made it easier.” 

Almost all first appear-
ances are now handled by 
a “jail lawyer,” Deberry 
said – someone who goes 
through the jail every 
morning with a judge and 
public defender, seeing 
who came in overnight and 
makes a recommendation 
in almost every case. “It 
helps that we have one per-
son who is very fluent in 
the policy and who, if 
they’re not sure, runs it 
back through me,” Deberry 
said. Since she put the new 
policy in place in February, 
she said, the population at 
the Durham County Deten-
tion Center has fallen 15 
percent. 

Though judges in the 
14th Judicial District 
(which covers Durham 
County) rewrote bail and 
pretrial system policies 
earlier this year, the 
changes weren’t enough 
for activists like Sebring 

Bail reform takes root with 
work of Durham activists

and SONG. One partial so-
lution has been the emer-
gence of pretrial services 
programs as an alternative 
to cash bail, especially in 
the state’s largest counties. 

In 2017 Mecklenburg, 
Buncombe and Durham 
counties were all part of 
the John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Foundation’s 
Safety and Justice Chal-
lenge, a $100 million initia-
tive to support 
jurisdictions with funding 
and technical assistance. 
Its goal was to “safely re-
duce the number of ar-
rested people who are 
brought to jail and increas-
ing the use of evidence-
based tools, such as 
pretrial assessment instru-
ments, in pretrial decision-
making.” 

Durham’s pretrial pro-
gram was awarded 
$50,000, which it has used 
to create an Automated No-
tification System to remind 
people of criminal court 
dates. 

Mecklenburg’s risk as-
sessment tool is seen as a 
gold standard by some re-
formers. Using information 
on in-custody defendants 
as variables, the tool as-
signs a number score to 
predict the chances of fu-
ture criminal activity or 
whether individuals are 
likely to appear for their 
court date. The scores are 
used in recommendations 
for either pretrial release 
without bond or in setting 
reasonable bond require-
ments. 

“Charlotte/Mecklenburg 

is an interesting case,” Se-
bring said. “The eyes of the 
state are very much on 
what they’re doing. 
They’re the first county to 
have moved to the risk as-
sessment model in many 
cases instead of money 
bond decisions. And they 
ask people a series of ques-
tions: Do they have a stable 
job? Ties to the com-
munity? Have they lived in 
their current home for four 
years or more? These ques-
tions are really correlated 
with racial and economic 
inequality already. So we 
have concerns that we 
could be reinscribing the 
same inequality that al-
ready exists.” 

There is tension and dis-
agreement in the world of 
bail reform, Burdeen said, 
but she thinks that’s ac-
tually a sign of some pro-
gress. 

“The debate we’re in cur-
rently in bail reform is a 
debate that has gone on in 
reform of every kind – 
health care, you name it,” 
Burdeen said. “Do good 
people spend their time 
working on incremental re-
form, working inside the 
system that exists or do 
they join with what are 
viewed as more radical 
folks to tear down the ex-
isting system and rebuild? 
We’ve never had to face 
that in bail reform before 
because there’s never even 
been a successful attempt 
at inside-the-system re-
form.” 
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Kayla Hartsfield, left, and Serena Sebring.
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know where the next bul-
let will land or who it will 
hit.” 

Deck-Brown said the po-
lice department has joined 
the #WearOrange cam-
paign and is doing its part 
to paint the city orange 
during June, using the 
color on its patrol cars and 
uniforms, just as it is on 
the shimmer wall down-
town and outside local 
businesses.  

“Gun violence is every-
one’s problem,” she said. 
“Collectively, we must 
save this generation. We 
have to help change their 
narrative.” 

For survivors, the an-
guish and unexpected, un-
chartered waters of grief 
can be as overwhelming as 
the void left by their loved 
one’s death, said Durham 
mother Gilda Suiter whose 
son, her firstborn of five 
children, was shot and 
killed by the ex-boyfriend 
of a woman he was dating. 

“This is not a club you 
voluntarily join,” said 
Suiter, who has since gone 
to college and earned a de-
gree in social work. The 
profession matches her 
advocacy these days, she 
said, adding everyone is 
affected by gun violence 
in one way or another, so 
everybody “should find 
something to do to stop it. 

 “I’m looking forward to 
the day we can end gun vi-
olence,” she said. “My 
presence makes a differ-
ence. I’m here for this.” 

So is Dolly Griggs of An-
gier. Her son, Christian, 

‘No more thoughts and 
prayers’ after shootings

then 23, was murdered in 
Harnett County in 2013 by 
his daughter’s grandfather 
when he went to pick her 
up for a visit. Griggs be-
lieves political ties kept 
her son’s killer out of jail. 
“We really have to do this 
to bring attention to how 
gun violence affects so 
many lives,” she said. 
“Now, our granddaughter 
doesn’t have a father and 
we no longer have a son.” 

Emily Bernson was cry-
ing when she stepped up 
to speak. Bernson grew up 
in Newtown, Connecticut, 
where, in 2012, a gunman 
killed 26 people, including 
20 children, at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School.  
Now 27 and living in Ra-
leigh, Bernson had at-
tended Sandy Hook 
Elementary – her father 
had once worked there, 
too – and graduated from 
high school with the 
shooter. 

“No one should have to 
go through what my town 
and my community went 
through,” she said. “It’s 
baffling to think that this 
is where we are and this is 
what we’re having to do to 
save our children, to save 
our family and our 
friends.  

“That’s not OK. A lot of 
what Moms and Every-
town are advocating for 
are common sense meas-
ures that would have pre-
vented it from happening. 
That’s why I’m here.” 

Gun violence also is per-
sonal for Raleigh City 
Councilwoman Stef Men-
dell, whose friend was 

shot and killed, and the 
friend who witnessed the 
murder shot herself the 
night before the trial 
began. “We all have to 
work together to make our 
community safer,” Men-
dell said, noting common 
sense gun laws are a ne-
cessity. “Guns in the 
wrong hands can do a lot 
of harm.” 

In 2015, Jayna Huffines, 
a Holly Springs High 
School teacher, took in 
one of her AP art history 
students, a 16-year-old girl 
seeking stability. In Feb-
ruary, the young woman’s 
father and her younger 
sister’s girlfriend were 
gunned down in a double 
murder-suicide in the 
Providence Country Club 
neighborhood in Char-
lotte. 

“We’re still muddling 
through it,” said Huffines, 
43, who is adopting Zoe, 
now attending Appala-
chian State University. 
“When it happened, I 
didn’t know what to do, 
but I knew I had    to do 
something.” 

Huffines turned to 
Moms Demand Action. 
“The influence is becom-
ing more and more wide-
spread,” she said. “People 
are beginning to notice us 
and listen, and that is the 
something that needs to 
happen.” 

When Wake County Sher-
iff Gerald Baker asked, 
“What can we do,” some-
one at the rally shouted, 
“No more thoughts and 
prayers. We need action!” 

 

Continued from page 1A

or judge, then we can’t 
fault them” for the ev-
idence they do bring, she 
said. 

Barwick was a prosecutor 
in Charlotte before she 
trained other lawyers. 
More than once, she said, 
she had a strong case, “but 
I only have a good case if 
my victim testifies and can 
handle it. I don’t want this 
to break her.” 

Justice for victims can 
take many forms, and not 
all of them will want to 
take the stand in front of 
their assailant.  

“New prosecutors ask me 
this a lot: ‘How do you get 
a victim to want to prose-
cute?’” Barwick said. “I 

Sexual assaults training 
changes prosecutors’  
approach to seeking justice

can’t answer that question. 
You have to learn by doing. 
The only tip I can give 
them is don’t assume that 
(sexual assault survivors) 
are doing something 
wrong.” 

Jane Collins, an assistant 
district attorney in Meck-
lenburg County, said she is 
one of eight people on the 
special victims team, 
which prosecutes crimes 
that include sexual as-
saults, domestic violence, 
human trafficking and 
child abuse. 

She attended a national 
conference a few years ago 
when a neuroscientist ex-
plained what happens to 
memory during and in the 
aftermath of a traumatic 

event. “It actually some-
times prevents memories 
from being made or makes 
them disorganized be-
cause your brain is focused 
so much on keeping you 
safe that parts of it are 
shutting down,” Collins 
said. 

While prosecutors have 
been learning about these 
issues for the past several 
years, juries may not nec-
essarily agree with the 
science.  

“Freezing is a very com-
mon response,” Collins 
said of a particular case. 
“That was what the victim 
described. And the jury 
still felt she should have 
been able to run away.” 

Continued from page 1A

MELISSA SUE GERRITS

Cumberland County Assistant District Attorney Alicia Marks at the District Attorney’s Office 
in Fayetteville. 
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AUCTIONS
Receivership Auction of Commercial & Residential 
Lots & Acreage in Wilkes Co. & Lexington, NC & 
Pulaski, VA, Online w/ Bid Center, Begins Closing 6/27 
at 2pm, Bid Center at Holiday Inn Express in 
Wilkesboro, NC ironhorseauction.com, 800.997.2248, 
NCAL 3936 
 
RESTAURANT/BAR EQUIPMENT AUCTION Wednesday, 
June 19 @ IOam 1211 Battleground Ave. Greensboro, 
NC Large Quantity of Used & New Equipment.  
Coolers, Freezers, Gas Stoves, Ovens, Fryers, Ice 
Machines. 704-791-8825 NCAF5479 
www.ClassicAuctions.com 
 
AUCTION Rare Books Stamps Tokens Gold Silver 
CivilWarButtons Ribbons etc, Saturday June 15@10 
a.m. Hwy150 Clemmons NC 27012 LEINBACH 
AUCTION GALLERY (336)416-9614 NCAL#5871 
AUCTIONZIP.COM ID#5969 
 
HOME IMPROVEMENT AUCTION Saturday, June 29 
@10am 201 S. Central Ave. Locust, NC Cabinet Sets, 
Doors, Carpet, Tile, Hardwood, Bath Vanities, 
Windows, Lighting, Patio Sets, Trim, Appliances, Name 
Brand Tools. www.ClassicAuctions.com 704-507-1449 
NCAF5479

ANNOUNCEMENT
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, NO risk! 
We've recovered millions. Let us help you!! Call 24/7, 
844-286-9124

SERVICES
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited Voice. 
NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-749-0110 or visit 
http://tripleplaytoday.com/savings 
 
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Breaking News, Live Events, Sports 
& On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 1-877-765-2161

HEALTH/WELLNESS OR MISC

MISC FOR SALE

Finally, affordable hearing aids!! High-quality Nano 
hearing aids are priced 90% less than other brands. 
Buy one/get one free! 60-day free trial. 866-629-1642

REQUEST FOR LETTERS OF INTEREST (RFLOI)  
BY THE TOWN OF CARRBORO TO ENGAGE 

QUALIFIED FIRMS TO PROVIDE CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING & INSPECTION (CEI) SERVICES FOR 

THE MORGAN CREEK GREENWAY PHASE 1 PROJECT   
TIP # EL-4828A 

 
Letters of Interest will be received by the Town of 
Carrboro 301 West Main Street, Carrboro, North 
Carolina 27510 until 3:00pm July 11, 2019.  The 
desired services include CEI services and 
construction administration for the Morgan Creek 
Greenway Phase 1 construction project.   
 
The Morgan Creek Greenway Phase 1 project 
consists of the construction of approximately 2700 
liner feet of pedestrian greenway adjacent to 
Morgan Creek. The project includes but is not 
limited to clearing, grading, paving, fencing, 
drainage, landscaping and erosion control. 
 
The primary and/or subconsultant firm(s) shall be 
pre-qualified by NCDOT to perform all tasks 
necessary for construction engineering and 
inspection services for a federally-funded, NCDOT-
administered multi-use path construction project 
(hereinafter called the “desired services”).  Firms 
shall be pre-qualified for the following work codes:   
 
 
 
 
Instructions for submitting letters of interest may be 
obtained from the Town’s website: 
h t tp : //www.townofcar rboro .o rg/967/B id-
Opportunities. Any questions regarding these 
documents should be addressed to Ben 
Schmadeke, Capital Projects Manager at 
bschmadeke@townofcarrboro.org or 919-918-
7424. 
 
The Town of Carrboro reserves the right to reject 
any and all proposals.     

LEGAL NOTICES

MISCELLANEOUS
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)]

VACATIONS

TM

1-855-691-1281
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $199 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 

surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 8/31/19. Other terms 

and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Immerse yourself in the pomp and circumstance of the 131st Rose 

Parade with a YMT exclusive float viewing event and private 

dinner with the Tournament of Roses Committee, and comfortable 

grandstand seating to watch the parade up close. You’ll enjoy 5 

wonderful days in glamorous Los Angeles, seeing highlights of 

the sprawling City of Angels from Hollywood to Beverly Hills to the 

vibrantly revitalized Downtown. Ask about our post-parade float 

viewing add-on to make your experience even more spectacular! 

5 days, departs December 29, 2019

ROSE PARADE & LOS ANGELES TOUR
Los Angeles • Pasadena

FROM
$1,049

*

$799*

Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Original were originally $129.95 - NOW 
WITH THIS SPECIAL OFFER are only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-877-914-6068

•00233—Structures 
Construction, Engineer-
ing and Inspection

•000195—Roadway 
Construction, Engineer-
ing and Inspection

AUTOMOTIVE
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your donation helps education, 
prevention & support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 
HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 888-641-9690

FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, Traps, Kits, Mattress 
Covers. DETECT, KILL, PREVENT. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com

HEALTH SERVICES 
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Call 855-587-1125 to start your application today!

CAREER TRAINING      
AIRLINES ARE HIRING -  

 
Get FAA approved hands on Aviation training. 
Financial aid for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance.  
 
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-441-6890

HOME IMPROV.
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 844-376-0084 
 
ENERGY SAVING NEW WINDOWS! Beautify your home! 
Save on monthly energy bills with NEW WINDOWS 
from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest. 
Restrictions apply 888-676-0813 
 
AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING! Beautify your home! Save 
on monthly energy bills with beautiful NEW SIDING 
from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest. 
Restrictions apply 877-731-0014

INTERNET
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-866-887-0237

ORDER NOW! 1.855.247.9392 ask for 58113EQE

www.OmahaSteaks.com/favorite58

Gourmet Father’s Day 
Favorites
2 (9 oz.) Ribeyes
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
Omaha Steakhouse® Fries (16 oz. pkg.)
German Chocolate Cake (21 oz.)
Signature Seasoning Packet

58113EQE  | $181.94* separately

COMBO PRICE
$5999

*Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. ©2019 

Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 6/30/19

Father’s Day is June I6th

BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN 
LAKEFRONT

Rare  Acre Blue Ridge Mountain Waterfront Property. 
Easy walk to over 200 feet of Pristine Shoreline.  
Amazing Picturesque Water Views, & Highly Desired Area.  
Sacrifice Price: $30,000

Call now 828-229-5491

REAL ESTATE

FATHER’S DAY

 
 
 
 

Legal Notice 
 

Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ No. 19-036R1) 

Progressive Design-Build Services for Snow Hill 
Road Pump Station and  

Force Main Replacement 
 

The County of Durham will receive proposals for 
Progressive Design-Build Services for Snow Hill Road 
Pump Station and Force Main Replacement until 
2:00 P.M., Eastern Time, on June 20, 2019, in the 
Durham County Purchasing Division, 200 East Main 
Street, 1st Floor, Durham, North Carolina 27701.  No 
proposals will be accepted after the official time 
and date. 
 
An electronic copy of this Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) can be obtained from 
Durham County’s eBid System located under Bid 
Opportunities at 
http://www.dconc.gov/government/departments
-f-z/finance/bid-opportunities.  Proposers can 
download a copy of the solicitation and all 
addenda without registering in the system.  
However, in order to automatically receive email 
notifications of solicitations and addenda issued 
by the Purchasing Division, Proposers MUST register 
in the eBid system. 
 
Questions concerning administrative matters 
should be directed to Hilda W. Williams, Senior 
Procurement Specialist, at (919) 560-0054 or via 
email at purchasinggroup@dconc.gov. 
 
The County reserves the right to accept or reject 
such proposals as appears in its judgment to be in 
the best interest of the County. 
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W Borship riefs

RALEIGH 
COMPASSIONATE  
BAPTIST 
2310 Compassionate  
Proctors are needed for 

EOG testing June 17-18 
at Walnut Creek Elemen-
tary. Contact Janika Lee 
at jdlee@wcpss.net. 

 
DURHAM 
WEST DURHAM 
1901 Athens Avenue 
Men’s Day is June 16 at 

10 a.m. The Rev. Zinfin-
dale Smith is the guest 
speaker. 

•Vacation Bible School 

is June 17-21 from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. The theme is 
“STI: Super Training Uni-
versity with Jesus.” 

 
NORTH EAST BAPTIST 
3204 Hwy 55 
VBS is June 17-21, 6:30 

to 8:30 p.m.  
• Graduates Rec-

ognition Sunday is June 
23. 

 
FIRST CALVARY 
1311 Morehead Ave. 
Student Conference is 

June 20-22 for ages 5-17. 
V i s i t 

www.firstcalvary.org. 
 
BAHAMA 
MT. CALVARY MB 
8021 Stagville Road 
Vacation Bible School is 

June 17-21 at 6 p.m. 
 
 
Send your church news 

to: The Triangle Tribune, 
115 Market Street, Suite 
360-G, Durham, NC 
27701; e-mail info@trian-
gletribune.com; or fax 
688-2740. Deadline: 
Tuesday by noon. 

 

Dads, engage with family

What can we as fathers 
do with our remaining 
years?  

We can't turn back the 
clock. Any and all missed 
opportunities cannot be re-
claimed. Some fathers live 
with regrets while others 
know they did the best 
they could.  

I don't know of too many 
dads who deeply feel like 
they have been perfect. In 
our younger adult and mid-
dle age years, we had a lot 
on our plates. We were try-
ing to make it in our jobs 
and keep food in the house 
and a roof over our heads. 
Most of the time we were 
juggling long hours. Most 
of us tried to do the best 
we could. 

 The best you can do with 
your remaining years is to 

love your children and 
grandchildren and others. 
Call them on the telephone 
and visit them every 
chance you have. Engage in 
personal conversations. 
Talk to them about their 
lives and what they are 
doing. Give advice but 
don't overdo it. Try to re-
member how well you lis-
tened to advice when you 
were 30 years old. 

Help your family as you 
can, but if you do it all the 
time you will cripple them. 
What are your children 
going to do when you are 
gone? They have to make it 
financially and emo-
tionally. Birds must learn to 
fly on their own and so do 
our children. Most anyone 
can go through a lot of 
money in a year or two if 
they don't know how to 
budget and live thrifty.   

Find opportunities to en-

gage with family as you 
can. Sometimes a day trip 
in a car with the radio off 
provides a lot of casual op-
portunities to talk about 
old times and new times. 
Casually let your children 
in on things you have 
learned in your life. They 
might remember them later 
down the road. Ask them to 
tell you what they have 
learned, and you will prob-
ably discover your child is 
going through some of the 
same stuff you did at his 
age.  

As a father, keep it bal-
anced. How many years do 
you have left? I see old 
dads who spend every day 
with their children and 
grandchildren and maybe 
this is what you want. Per-
sonally, I don't think it's 
healthy for anybody.  

Husbands and wives 

‘Go see the movie,’  
massacre survivor urges

CHARLESTON, S.C. – Let 
someone walk into Ema-
nuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church with a 
backpack and Polly Shep-
pard relives June 17, 2015. 
That's when white suprem-
acist Dylann Roof walked 
in. 

"Only in that church. 
Other churches I can sit 
and be calm," Sheppard 
told Baptist Press in ad-
vance of the documentary 
film "Emanuel." "But when I 
go to Emanuel and they 
come in with a backpack 
and anything like that, I 
say it's somebody coming 
in to do harm, but it does-
n't have to be." 

Roof walked into the 
church during an evening 
Bible study and sat silent 
an hour before methodi-
cally shooting church 
members multiple times as 
they hung their heads in 
prayer. "When we were 
doing the benediction with 
our eyes closed, we were 
standing with our eyes 
closed and the pastor was 
praying," Sheppard recalls, 
"and that's when he, that's 
when he started to shoot." 

Sheppard shares her ex-
perience in the film in the-
aters two nights only June 
17 and 19. The film tells 
the story of the massacre 
against the backdrop of 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
race relations, the histori-
cal importance of the 
church to African Ameri-
cans, and lessons in for-
giveness that resonated 
internationally after the 
crime. 

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary's 
Walter Strickland is among 
scholars featured in the 
film. Strickland, SEBTS as-
sociate vice president for 
diversity and assistant pro-
fessor of systematic and 
contextual theology, spoke 
on the history of race rela-
tions and Emanuel AME's 
symbolic value as a target 
of hate. "For many black 
people," Strickland said in 
an advance copy of the 
film, "the Christian faith 
began to be that thing that 
allowed them to stand and 
go about week after week 
after week of the abuse, of 
the oppression that they 
took." 

Emanuel includes inter-
views with family 
members of those Roof 
killed, scholars, clergy and 
journalists, with news foot-
age and historical reenact-
ments. Sheppard was one 
of three survivors of the 
massacre. Felicia Sanders 
survived by playing dead, 
her still, prostrate body 
shielding her 11-year-old 

granddaughter as Roof un-
loaded a round into her 26-
year-old son Tywanza, 
who died just a feet away. 
Roof killed Sanders' 87-
year-old aunt, Susie Jack-
son. 

Others slain were 41-
year-old senior pastor 
Clementa Pinckney; 45-
year-old pastor Sharonda 
Coleman-Singleton; 74-
year-old former pastor 
Daniel Simmons; 59-year-
old Bible teacher Myra 
Thompson; 54-year-old 
Bin Hurd; 70-year-old Ethel 
Lance; and 49-year-old De-
payne Middleton Doctor. 
Most of the church's min-
isterial staff were killed, 
Sheppard said. 

Four years later, Shep-
pard mostly attends Mt. 
Zion AME Church. Roof let 
her live, he claimed as she 
crouched amid others' 
blood, to tell the story of 
his crime. "When he was 
coming towards me, I was 
thinking, I said maybe I 
can catch his legs or take 
him down some kind of 
way," Sheppard said. "But I 
kept hearing this voice: 'Be 
still and know that I am 
God. Be still.' ... It was al-
most like I could hear it. 
'Be still and know that I am 
God. Be still.'" 

The story Roof wrote in 
hatred turned into a pre-
vailing story of love and 
forgiveness as Sheppard, 
and families of the slaugh-
tered, publicly spoke for-
giveness into the evil. "It 
took me a while. I had to 
go to counseling," Shep-
pard said. "I was in coun-
seling over a year. But it 
didn't take me long, about 

three months, and I forgave 
him. And it wasn't hard, I 
just had to sit and think of 
where I was and Who had 
saved me, and Who I was 
leaning on." Scripture says 
"love your neighbor as 
yourself. I know I had to do 
it." 

Sheppard hopes the les-
son of forgiveness, the 
film's historical content 
and details of the shooting 
will draw the public to the-
aters. Her path to forgive-
ness shows "that God is 
real and you can move for-
ward from anywhere you 
are," she said. "With God 
you can do anything, that's 
what I want them to learn 
from that documentary. If 
you see the state some of 
these people were in, and 
you see them now, you'll 
see a difference." 

During her career, she 
worked 14 years at the 
Charleston County Jail, 
where Roof was taken after 
his capture. "If I was there," 
she said of her former job, 
"I would have had to take 
care of him." She retired in 
2010. 

Golden State basketball 
player Stephen Curry is an 
executive producer of the 
film, along with actress 
Viola Davis. Actress Mar-
iska Hargitay, of Law and 
Order SVU, is a co-producer 
on the project directed by 
Brian Ivie. Theater infor-
mation and videos are 
available at Emanuel-
Movie.com. 

"Go see the movie," Shep-
pard urged. "Please see the 
movie." 

 

By Diana Chandler 
BAPTIST PRESS 

Greear preaches at historic 
Sixth Avenue Church

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – 
Standing in the pulpit at 
Sixth Avenue Baptist 
Church – a congregation 
rich in civil rights move-
ment history – Southern 
Baptist Convention Pres-
ident J.D. Greear focused 
on how only the Gospel 
has the power to bring 
true, lasting transfor-
mation to society.  

During June 9 Sunday 
worship service, Greear 
told the predominately Af-
rican American church in 
Birmingham, Alabama, "the 
church thrives when the 
Gospel is at the center."  

As he began his sermon, 
“The Gospel Above all: Ro-
mans 12:1-2,” Greear rec-
ognized the congregation's 
history of fighting racial in-
equality, a past that in-
cludes hosting civil rights 
leaders like the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and the fu-
neral for three of four 
black girls who were killed 
in a 1963 racially-moti-
vated bombing at Sixteenth 
Street Baptist Church. 

"To be here, right here in 
your historic church, 
where so many people in 

the civil rights movement 
have been ... I can't tell you 
what an honor this is," said 
Greear, who was presiding 
over the SBC annual meet-
ing in Birmingham this 
week.   

Greear focused his 35-mi-
nute message on the power 
of the Gospel to transform 
lives and why it must be 
above all.  

The Gospel, he noted, can 
overcome all the world's 
sinful desires, worldliness 
and troubles – among them 
is the issue of racism.  

Peter's "racist tenden-
cies," Greear noted, are ad-
dressed in Galatians 2. 
"[Peter] wouldn't eat with 
Gentiles in certain situ-
ations because a lot of Jews 
thought Gentiles were of a 
different spiritual class," 
Greear said.  

"So, they practiced segre-
gated eating."  

When Paul wanted to con-
front Peter in Galatians 
2:14, Greear said, Paul pub-
licly rebuked him and told 
him he had "forgotten the 
Gospel.... Peter, God 
brought you in when you 
were an outcast! How dare 
you exclude somebody 
else." 

Greear told the congrega-
tion, "I don't need to tell 
you – the church in the 
West has had a horrible his-
tory of racism.... There's 
one primary reason that it 
happened: Christians lost 
touch with the Gospel. 

"You see, the Gospel 
teaches us that there's only 
one kind of person: 
human. We all got one 
common problem: sin. We 
only have one hope: the 
blood of Jesus. And that 
means all people –red and 
yellow, black and white – 
all alike are precious in His 
sight because all are af-
flicted with the same prob-
lem; all require the same 
solution."  

When someone sees the 
world through the lens of 
the racial bias, Greear said, 
"the only explanation is 
that they have forgotten 
the Gospel.  

"It is only by renewing 
ourselves in the Gospel can 
we purify ourselves of the 
racial bias and blindness to 
injustice that continue to 
afflict us."  

 
Shawn Hendricks is editor 

of the Baptist Press.  
 

By Shawn Hendricks 
BAPTIST PRESS 

AROUND THE TRIANGLE
SMITHFIELD 
FUNDRAISER 
Junior Women’s League 

of Smithfield will host its 
annual Big Night Out Gala 
June 22, 7 p.m., The Farm 
at 95. Visit www.jwlsmith-
field.com. 

 
FUQUAY-VARINA 
CONVERSATION 
Black Women Lead Con-

versation is June 19, 7-9 
p.m., Fuquay-Varina Arts 
Center, 123 E. Vance St. 
Visit www.eventbrite.com. 

 
RALEIGH 
CONVERSATION 
Policy Watch’s next Cru-

cial Conversation is June 
18, noon, Junior League of 
Raleigh, 711 Hillsborough 
St. Email billy@ncpolicy-
watch.com. 

 
READING 
Conversation on how to 

improve student’s reading 
levels is June 18, 9-10:30 
a.m., Bugg Elementary 
School Media Center, 825 
Cooper Road. 

 
MUSIC ROOTS 
A Thursday Talk on mu-

sical roots in N.C. is June 
20, 12:30 p.m., N.C. De-
partment of Cultural Re-
sources, 109 E. Jones St. 

 
BOOK LAUNCH 
An encore book launch 

celebration of GERMY 
GERMY’S Lesson on Germs 
is June 22, 1:30 p.m., Ab-
botts Creek Community 
Center, 9950 Durant Road. 

 
CARY 
FUNDRAISER 
Annual Dereck Whitten-

burg Foundation reception 
fundraiser is June 23, 3-6 
p.m., MacGregor Downs 
County Club, 430 Saint An-
drews Lane. Visit 
thedwfoundation.org. 

 
DURHAM 
MERCHANDISE 
Durham 150 merchan-

dise is now available online 
(www.Durham150.org) and 
at the Durham Visitor Info 
Center, 212 W. Main St. 

 
DANCE 
Mark Morris Dance Group 

will perform June 19-20, 
Durham Performing Arts 
Center, 123 Vivian St. Visit 
americandancefestival.org. 

 
SEMINAR 
Durham Co. Board of 

Elections will hold its next 
voter ID seminar June 20, 
6-8 p.m., South Regional Li-
brary. 

 
EXHIBIT 
“Where We At?: A Mo-

ment in Durham Skate-
boarding” exhibit begins 

June 21, 6-9 p.m., Choice 
Tatoo, 316 W. Geer St., 
Suite B. 

 
CONCERT 
Rock ‘N Roll Hall of 

Famer Chip Shearin will 
perform June 21, 6-10 
p.m., Hayti Heritage 
Center, 804 Old Fay-
etteville St. Visit Hayti.org. 

 
CONCERT 
Remember Jones will 

perform Amy Winehouse’s 
entire 2006 album, “BACK 
TO BLACK” June 21, 9 p.m., 
Motorco Music Hall, 723 
Rigsbee Ave. Visit motor-
music.com. 

 
CEREMONY 
Restoration ceremony at 

Greer Cemetery is June 22, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 800 
Colonial St. Visit www.face-
book.com/friendsofgeer. 

 
MARKET 
Black Farmers 

Market/Juneteenth Edition 
is June 23, noon to 4 p.m., 
411 W. Chapel Hill St.  

 
REFUGEE DAY 
Durham Refugee Day 

2019 is June 23, 3-6 p.m., 
Durham Central Park, 501 
Foster St.  

 
 

J.D. Greear, president of the Southern Baptist Convention and pastor of The Sum-
mit Church in Durham, preaches at Sixth Avenue Baptist Church.

KATHLEEN MURRAY 

By Glenn Mollette  
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE 

Please see FATHER|8A

Have a news tip? 
Email us at editor@triangletribune.com



seized and auctioned, but 
most of the judgment has 
not been paid. 

He later served nine years 
in prison for robbery and 
kidnapping over an attempt 
to steal back some of his 
sports memorabilia from a 
Las Vegas hotel room. He 
insisted his conviction and 
sentence were unfair but 
said: “I believe in the legal 
system and I honored it. I 
served my time.” 

For a man who once lived 
for the spotlight, Simpson 
has generally kept a low 
profile since his release 
from prison in October 
2017. 

The knees that helped 
him run to football glory at 
the University of Southern 
California and with the 
NFL’s Buffalo Bills have 
been replaced, and he re-
cently had Lasik surgery on 
his eyes. His parole officer 
has given him permission 
to take short trips, includ-
ing to Florida, where his 
two younger children, Jus-
tin and Sydney, have built 
careers in real estate. His 
older daughter, Arnelle, 
lives with him much of the 
time. He also visited rel-
atives in Louisiana, he said, 
and spoke to a group of 
black judges and prosecu-
tors in New Orleans. 

After he got out of prison 
in Nevada, many expected 
him to return to Florida, 
where he had lived for sev-
eral years. But friends in Las 
Vegas persuaded him to 
stay there. “The town has 
been good to me,” Simpson 
said. “Everybody I meet 
seems to be apologizing for 

Since the 2018-19 season is of-
ficially over, CC is combining all 
the sports from all the confer-
ences into one column. It’s sum-
mertime, and we ain’t in the 
mood for no extra work. Besides, 
football season will be here be-
fore you can shake a tail feather. 

 
You going where? 
Johnson C. Smith fans will see 

a familiar face in the sports infor-
mation department. 

Oralia Washington has taken 
the vacant sports information di-
rector’s position. Oralia, whom 
CC has known for a long time, 
was previously at Livingstone.  

J.C. Smith and Livingstone, 
which are less than 30 minutes 
apart, are bitter rivals. 

 
MEAC players drafted 
Five players were taken in last 

week’s Major League Baseball 
Draft. 

Bethune-Cookman pitcher An-
thony Maldonado was the high-
est draftee, selected in the 11th 
round by the Miami Marlins.  

North Carolina Central junior 
Corey Joyce went to the Detroit 
Tigers in the 12th round. Joyce 
was a two-time MEAC player of 
the year and MEAC rookie of the 
year. 

Garrett Lawson of Delaware 
State was chosen by the Los An-
geles Angels in the 19th round. 
N.C. A&T pitcher Leon Hunter 
went in the 35th round to the 
Texas Rangers, and Savannah 
State outfielder Justin Washing-
ton was nabbed by the Los An-
geles Dodgers in the 35th round.. 

 
N.C. A&T 
The Aggies racked up an im-

pressive 19 points in the team 
standings at last weekend’s 
NCAA Outdoor Track & Field 
Championships. 

Senior Kayla White finished 
second in the prestigious 100-
meter dash with a personal-best 
of 10.95 seconds. She finished 
behind LSU’s Sha’Carri Richard-
son. 

Freshman teammate Cambrea 
Sturgis recorded a third-place 
finish in the 200 meters in her 
personal best of 22.40. 

On the men’s side, Trevor Ste-
wart was nicked at the finish line 
to come in second in the 400. 

 
NCAA attendance 
The SWAC’s Jackson State took 

the Division I-FCS football crown 
with the top attendance, attract-
ing 99,079 fans for a 24,770 per 
game average. (And for those of 
you clueless, this is for all NCAA 
teams, not just HBCUs.) Montana 
was second. 

The SIAC’s Morehouse garnered 
the DII title with a total of 36,111 
fans for a 12,037 average. Tuske-
gee was second, followed by 
Grand Valley State. 

As far as conferences go, the 
SWAC earned its 40th FCS atten-
dance title, while the SIAC 
grabbed its 15th title in the last 
16 seasons. Who says black folks 
don’t love football? 
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The Carolina All-Stars 2023 Jr. NBA Team (eighth grade) won the NTBA 10th Grade State 
Championship. Up next is the Jr. NBA Southeast Regional in Atlanta.

ATHENS, Ga. — It has never 
been more difficult to be an 
official in college football. 

Those who do it face re-
lentless, often uninformed 
criticism and attacks on their 
credibility. Complaints from 
fans armed with DVR, fueled 
by sports-talk instigators and 
amplified by social media, 
have become so intense the 
Southeastern Conference is 
exploring ways to publicly 
push back. 

And the job — a part-time 
job at that — has never re-
quired more time and effort. 

“This isn’t for everybody,” 
said Tom Quick, entering his 
20th season as a Division I 
official, the last eight in the 
SEC after 12 seasons in the 
Big 12. “The level of scrutiny 
you have to deal with, the 
preparation it takes to suc-
ceed isn’t for everybody.” 

Yet Quick is back for more, 
and he joined Grantis Bell, 
Phillip Davenport and five 
other veteran football offi-
cials this spring in Athens to 
give members of the media a 
crash course in how the job 
actually works. After coach-
ing up the media crew well 
enough that it officiated 
most of Georgia’s spring 
game without major inci-
dent, Quick, Bell and Daven-
port spoke to The Associated 
Press about what seems like 
the worst gig in sports and 
why they keep coming back 
to what is clearly a labor of 
love. 

When Quick started, crews 
were seven people. Now 
there are eight on the field, 
two in the replay booth and 
three more manning the 
video center review at the 
conference office. 

College football officials 
travel to the site of a Sat-
urday game on Friday. 
Dinner and meetings Friday 
night last 4-5 hours. On Sat-
urday, the crew does another 
2-3 hours of prep and film in 
the morning before heading 
to the stadium two hours be-
fore kickoff. They survey the 
field, make sure players be-
have during warmups and 
meet briefly with head 
coaches. 

After a game that can last 
three hours (at least) comes 
what could be the toughest 
part of the day: The review 
session with a game day ob-
server on site that can take 
45 minutes to two hours. 

“So if you have a 7:30 kick, 
the game ends at 11. When 
you shower, your postgame 
starts at midnight,” said 
Quick, who is part-owner of 
a company that sells bonds 
and insurance to businesses. 
“You have a 5:30 departure 
out of Atlanta (Sunday) 
morning. That’s a typical 
weekend.” 

Davenport quickly adds: 
“Then you get up and go to 
work on Monday.” 

Most officials have full-
time careers that have noth-
ing to do with football, but 
the work doesn’t stop from 
Monday to Thursday. Film 
study and rules review 
throughout the week is a 
must. 

“Yes, it’s more stressful, 
but if you prepare for these 
situations that generally 
takes the stress level off,” 
said Bell, a former West Vir-
ginia football player who has 
been officiating in the SEC 
for six years. 

The challenge is both men-
tal and physical. 

“Well, because you know 
players are faster and play is 
faster, we got to be quicker,” 
Bell said. “So, mentally we’ve 
got to be tougher. Physically, 
we’ve got to be more fit.” 

Over-the-top scrutiny of of-
ficials in the youth and high 
school ranks appears to be 
pushing people away from 
the job, but the SEC officials 
said they don’t believe the 
same dynamic is at play in 
the upper levels of officiat-
ing. 

“You analyze and reframe 
every year with where every-
body is health wise and the 
amount of time it takes to 
achieve at the highest level 
because it’s a commitment 
for your family,” Quick said. 
“And you weigh that against 
being away from your family 
and flying every Friday and 
doing what you need to do to 
be successful.” 

A labor 
of love 
for  
football 
refs
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O.J. Simpson says ‘Life is fine’ 
after Nevada prison stint

LOS ANGELES — Twenty-
five years after the grisly 
killings that transformed 
him from Hall of Fame foot-
ball hero to murder sus-
pect, 71-year-old O.J. 
Simpson says he is happy 
and healthy living in Las 
Vegas, plays golf nearly 
every day and stays in 
touch with his children. 

“Life is fine,” Simpson re-
cently told The Associated 
Press in a telephone inter-
view from his home. 

He added that neither he 
nor his children want to talk 
about June 12, 1994, the 
night his ex-wife Nicole 
Brown Simpson and her 
friend Ronald Goldman 
were stabbed to death. 
Simpson was ultimately ac-
quitted of the crime to be 
known as “The Trial of the 
Century.” 

“We don’t need to go back 
and relive the worst day of 
our lives,” he said as the an-
niversary of the killings ap-
proached. “The subject of 
the moment is the subject I 
will never revisit again. My 
family and I have moved on 
to what we call the ‘no neg-
ative zone.’ We focus on the 
positives.” 

Relatives of the two vic-
tims are disgusted Simpson 
is able to live the way he 
does while their loved ones 
had their lives cut short so 
tragically. “I don’t suffocate 
in my grief,” Goldman’s 
sister, Kim, told the AP in an 
interview. “But every mile-
stone that my kid hits, 
every milestone that I hit, 
you know, those are just re-
minders of what I’m not 

able to share with my 
brother and what he is mis-
sing out on.” 

She wonders if Simpson is 
following conditions of his 
parole. “Yeah, I hear he’s 
living the life of  Riley out 
there in Las Vegas, being 
treated like a king,” Gold-
man said sarcastically. But 
she added she rarely thinks 
of him unless someone 
brings up his name. 

Brown Simpson’s sisters 
Tanya and Denise did not 
respond to email or phone 
messages. Ron Goldman, 
then 25, was returning a 
pair of sunglasses that 
Brown Simpson’s mother 
had left at a restaurant 
where he worked when he 
and Simpson’s ex-wife were 
stabbed and slashed 
dozens of times. Simpson’s 
televised trial lasted nearly 
a year and became a na-
tional obsession, fraught 
with issues of racism, po-
lice misconduct, celebrity 
and domestic violence. 

Represented by a legal 
“Dream Team” that in-
cluded Johnnie Cochran Jr. 
and F. Lee Bailey, he was ac-
quitted by a jury in 1995 in 
a verdict that split the coun-
try along racial lines, with 
many white Americans be-
lieving he got away with 
murder and many black 
people considering him in-
nocent. He has continued to 
declare his innocence. The 
murder case is officially 
listed as unsolved. 

The victims’ families sub-
sequently filed a civil suit 
against him, and in 1997 he 
was ordered to pay $33.5 
million for the wrongful 
deaths of the two victims. 
Some of his property was 

By Linda Deutsch 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Please see O.J./7A

COLLEGE CORNER

In this Oct. 3, 1995, photo, O.J. Simpson reacts as he is found not guilty in the death of his ex-
wife Nicole Brown Simpson and her friend Ron Goldman in Los Angeles. Defense attorneys 
F. Lee Bailey, left, and Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. stand with him.

MYUNG J. CHUN/LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS VIA AP
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what happened to me here.” 
A month after his release, an outing 

to a steakhouse and lounge off the Las 
Vegas Strip ended in a dispute. Simp-
son was ordered off the property and 
barred from returning. No such prob-
lems have occurred since, and Simp-
son is among the most sought-after 
figures in town for selfies with those 
who encounter him at restaurants or 
athletic events he attends occa-
sionally. 

But the glamor of his early life is just 
a memory. After his football career, 
Simpson became a commercial pitch-
man, actor and football commentator. 
Once a multimillionaire, most of his 
fortune was spent defending himself 

O.J. Simpson says ‘Life is 
fine’ after prison stint

from the murder charges. Simpson 
declined to discuss his finances other 
than to say he lives on pensions. 

To coincide with the anniversary, 
Kim Goldman will launch a 10-week 
podcast, “Confronting: O.J. Simpson,” 
in which she will interview her 
brother’s friends, the detective who 
investigated the killings, attorneys for 
the defense and prosecution, and two 
of the 12 jurors who acquitted Simp-
son. She will continue to make the 
case that Simpson was guilty. 

 
Linda Deutsch covered all of Simp-

son’s legal cases during her 48-year 
career as a Los Angeles-based trial re-
porter. Associated Press Writer John 
Rogers contributed to this story. 

Continued from page 1A

Former N.C. A&T star running back and current Chicago Bear Tarik Cohen 
models the team’s new classic jersey, which the players will wear at Soldier 
Field on Sept. 29 vs. Minnesota and Dec. 5 vs. Dallas. The jersey was inspired 
by the uniforms worn in 1936 and will include new helmet decals, jerseys, 
pants and socks. 

COURTESY

Chicago Bears will don 
new classic jerseys in ‘19

Aggies head to Jamaica

North Carolina A&T will 
join an eight-team field in 
the 2019 Jersey Mike’s Ja-
maica Classic in No-
vember. 

All eight games will be 
broadcast on CBS Sports 
Network. 

“I think playing in Ja-
maica is going to be an ex-
cellent opportunity for our 
young men and our coach-
ing staff,” said Jay Joyner, 
who is entering his fourth 
full season, fifth overall. 
“We are excited not only 
about the great competi-
tion we will face, but we 
look forward to the trip 

compete in one of the 
greatest atmospheres in 
college basketball will be a 
great and memorable ex-
perience for our student-
athletes.  

“This contest allows us 
to see where we are at as a 
team early in the season 
against one of the top 
teams in the nation. This 
provides our institution 
and our basketball pro-
gram with significant ex-
posure on the national 
stage." 

The Thorobreds finished 
13-14 overall and 11-7 
SIAC last season. The reg-
ular-season opener is Nov. 
11 against Wilberforce Uni-
versity. 

giving us a chance to bond 
as a team while our stu-
dent-athletes educate 
themselves on the tradi-
tion and culture of Ja-
maica.” 

 
KSU opens against UK 
Kentucky State men’s 

basketball team will open 
its season with an exhi-
bition at the University of 
Kentucky on November 1 
at Rupp Arena. The game 
also will be broadcast on 
the SEC Network. It will be 
the third meeting between 
the two schools. 

"This is an exceptional 
opportunity to represent 
our program," KSU coach 
Jamaal Jackson said. "To 

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com

NCAA moves men’s basketball 3-point line farther back
INDIANAPOLIS — The 3-

point line is moving back 
in men’s college basket-
ball. 

The NCAA Playing Rules 
Oversight Panel an-
nounced that the arc will 
be moved to 22 feet, 1/2 
inches for the 2019-20 
season, matching the in-

and to create more offen-
sive spacing by requiring 
the defense to cover more 
of the court. 

The international line 
was used on an experi-
mental basis in the Na-
tional Invitational 
Tournament the past two 
seasons.  

Teams attempted 23.1 3-
point shots in the 2019 

ternational distance.  
The change will not go 

into effect in Division II 
and III until 2020-21 due 
to the potential financial 
impact on schools. 

The committee said the 
line was moved to make 
the lane more available for 
drives from the perimeter, 
to slow the trend of mak-
ing 3-pointers so prevalent 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS approved an experimental 
rule last month using the 
international 3-point line 
in postseason events out-
side of the NCAA cham-
pionships in each division. 

The panel also approved 
resetting the shot clock to 
20 seconds after an offen-
sive rebound and gave 
coaches the ability to call 
live-ball timeouts in the 

NIT compared to 22.8 in 
the 2018-19 regular sea-
son.  

The 3-point shooting 
percentage also dropped 
2.2% to 33%. 

The 3-point line was last 
moved in 2008-09, extend-
ing a foot to 20 feet, 9 
inches. 

The NCAA Women’s Bas-
ketball Rules Committee 

last two minutes of the 
second half and any over-
time period. 

Players also will be as-
sessed technical fouls for 
derogatory language about 
an opponent’s race, reli-
gion, sexual orientation or 
disability. 

 
 

*****
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NC wrongful conviction 
spotlights death penalty flaw

DURHAM – The case of 
North Carolinian Charles 
Ray Finch, 81, released last 
month after more than 40 
years in prison for a 1976 
murder he did not com-
mit, spotlights some of the 
problems with death-pen-
alty convictions. 

Finch was convicted and 
sentenced under what was 
then a state law that made 
the death penalty man-
datory for certain crimes. 
On the day he was sen-
tenced, the U.S. Supreme 
Court declared mandatory 
death sentences unconsti-
tutional, and Finch was 
given life in prison.  

James Coleman, a Duke 
University law professor 
and Finch's attorney, said 
the timing may have saved 
Finch's life.  

"If the court had not de-
clared the death penalty 
unconstitutional," Cole-
man said, "I think there is 
a very good chance that 
Ray would have been ex-
ecuted years ago, and that 
we would have not been 
able to develop the ev-
idence to show that he was 
innocent." 

Because there was no 
biological or DNA evidence 
to prove Finch's inno-

cence, Coleman said, he 
and a team of attorneys at 
Duke's Wrongful Convic-
tions Clinic had to reinves-
tigate the case from the 
ground up. It took more 
than 15 years to prove that 
Finch did not commit the 
crime. The principal ev-
idence against Finch was 
an eyewitness identifica-
tion, a person at the crime 
scene who identified Finch 
by the type of clothing he 
was wearing in a lineup.  

Before DNA evidence, 
Coleman said, these types 
of eyewitness-based con-
victions were routine.  

"What we know is, the 
kinds of errors that were 
made in Ray Finch's case 
were made in other cases 
during that period," he 
said. "Nobody could 
credibly believe that there 
weren't mistakes made in 
other cases that resulted in 
an innocent person being 
sentenced to death." 

The U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Fourth Cir-
cuit, which overturned 
Finch's conviction, said the 
evidence, both old and 
new, would fail to con-
vince any reasonable juror 
of his guilt beyond a rea-
sonable doubt. 

There are now 142 
people on death row in 
North Carolina. 

By Nadia Ramlagan 
N.C. NEWS SERVICE 

COLLEGE HAPPENINGS
This Father’s Day     
need to stay emotionally connected, and this means taking time to go out of town 
by themselves, whether it's a vacation, hobbies or simply maintaining an inde-
pendent life. I've seen too many dads move in with a child and then soon the 
child was controlling dad's checkbook and telling dad how to spend his money. 
The next move of course is "finding a home for dad," which means assisted living 
or a nursing home.  

Keep your independence. Keep driving. Do daily activities to keep strong. Eat 
healthy as possible. See good doctors and stay away from the bad ones.  

Finally, be a good, happy, loving and independent father. That is probably the 
best gift you can give your children this father's day.  

Continued from page 5A

Shequeta Smith at a book signing.
PAUL WILLIAMS

N.C. STATE 
N.C. State alumna 

Shequeta Smith, a comic 
book writer, filmmaker and 
CEO of Shero Comics, has 
been selected to join the 
hottest new writing pro-
gram in Hollywood, Imag-
ine Impact 2.  

Imagine Impact is an en-
tertainment start-up estab-
lished to cultivate and 
empower creative story-
tellers to turn an idea into 
a screenplay, teleplay or 
presentation in eight 
weeks. The program was 
created by director/pro-
ducer Ron Howard and 

film producer Brian Grazer, 
known for their extensive 
catalogue of Hollywood 
movie classics such as Liar 
Liar, American Gangster, A 
Beautiful Mind, 8 Mile and 
Friday Night Lights. 

Smith is among nine fea-
ture film screenwriters 
who were accepted into the 
second installment of 
Imagine Impact.  

The program received 
more than 4,000 applica-
tions from 57 countries 
and was subject to a meri-
tocratic review process. 
The news came shortly 
after Smith’s hosting of Los 

Angeles’ first all-female 
comic convention, Shero-
Con.  

“Imagine Impact is such a 
unique program because 
of the mentorship and op-
portunities to develop your 
craft,” she said. “I feel 
blessed to have been 
chosen, and I look forward 
to being introduced to Hol-
lywood by Ron Howard 
and Brian Grazer, who 
have made some of my 
most favorite movies.” 

For more information 
about Shero Comics, visit: 
sherocomics.com. 

Left to right: James H. Sills, Soberina Traywick, Eugene Kim, Travis Rouse and Ed 
Stewart.

LUCERA PARKER

DURHAM – M&F Ban-
corp’s recent shareholders’ 
meeting was described as 
“upbeat and positive” by 
several in attendance. The 
meeting began with details 
of the return to profitabil-
ity of M&F Bank, the com-
pany’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary; the 2018 year-
end results were disclosed 
publicly in February.  

More good news followed 
as the company honored 
the recipients of the 11th 
annual M&F Bank Founders 
Award. The award rec-
ognizes individuals or en-
tities that embody the 
“Founding Principles,” 
which are the signature 
values or attributes of the 
men who established M&F 
Bank 112 years ago. The 
2019 Founders Award re-
cipients were UDI Com-
munity Development 
Corporation; the law firm 
of Perry, Perry & Perry, P.A.; 
and Eugene Kim, owner 
and CEO of Executive 
Building Maintenance. 

UDI Community Devel-
opment conducts com-
munity programs that 
provide affordable hous-
ing, and helps people de-
velop employment skills as 
well as opportunities to 
own, manage and operate 
business enterprises. The 
UDI Industrial Park covers 
91 acres, with an asset 
base of over $55 million, 
and provides facilities 
where approximately 300 
people come for training or 

to work. Accepting the 
award was president and 
CEO Ed Stewart. “UDI/CDC 
has modeled the M&F Bank 
Founding Principles of suc-
cess through industrious 
labor, and of doing well by 
doing good. They have 
served Durham and its cit-
izens for more than 40 
years, and we’re pleased to 
honor them today,” said 
Travis Rouse, M&F Bank 
senior vice president and 
chief sales & lending of-
ficer.  

Perry, Perry & Perry 
offers clients more than 
100 years of combined 
legal experience, along 
with the warmth and in-
sight that stems from 
being family-owned and –
operated. They have been 
representing Triangle res-
idents in the areas of per-
sonal injury, worker’s 
compensation and real es-
tate law for more than 20 
years, and are committed 
members of the Durham 
community. Partner Alex 
Perry said of the Perry fam-
ily’s 61-year relationship 

with M&F Bank: “My 
family’s lives and career 
trajectories have been 
greatly enhanced because 
of what M&F Bank has and 
continues to represent. 
They’ve always been there 
when we needed them, and 
it’s an honor to be ac-
knowledged by them in 
this way.”  

Executive Building Main-
tenance is a provider of 
contract janitorial services. 
Only two years after immi-
grating to the U.S. from 
Korea, Kim and his wife 
Joanne started EBM to 
serve the Triangle region; 
the company now has 200 
employees in North Caro-
lina and South Carolina.  

Before coming to the U.S., 
Kim was a planning man-
ager for new real estate 
projects valuing up to $50 
million. He also did pro 
bono work with organiza-
tions that offered legal as-
sistance to individuals 
during the real estate fore-
closure process.  

 

M&F Bancorp honors 
Founders Award recipients 

STAFF REPORTS 

SCHOOL NEWS

COURTESY
ORANGE COUNTY 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 

Schools, in partnership 
with the Public School 
Foundation, received a 
check for a $7,500 contin-
uation grant from Duke 
Energy Foundation to sup-
port expanded energy and 
the environment instruc-
tion at Northside Elemen-
tary. The award was 
presented by Indira Everett 
on May 30. 

The money will support 
further development of 
educational materials for 
the Inquiry and Nature-
Based Energy and Engi-
neering Program that was 
funded in 2018 for stu-
dents in grades three to 

five. The program has been 
piloted at Northside Ele-
mentary as a team effort 
among the upper elemen-
tary teachers and Dan 
Schnitzer, CHCCS sustain-
ability director. 

Students shared some of 
their favorite learning ex-
periences arising from the 
new STEM units the fund 
has already produced. One 
child spoke about how her 
writing improved by using 
details from nature. 
Another student described 
the excitement of using 
iPads and Lego creations to 
use in outside scenarios.  

“The children learn that 
observation is key, and to 
learn how their observa-

tions tied to their stan-
dards really helped us as 
teachers,” fifth-grade 
teacher Michelle Gray said. 

The initial grant proposal 
was designed by Schnitzer, 
in collaboration with a 
team from the CHCCS in-
structional services depart-
ment, in order to raise both 
the level of rigor and en-
gagement in science in-
struction. UNC-Chapel 
Hill’s Institute for the Envi-
ronment has led the devel-
opment of the training and 
curriculum, ensuring that 
the content is aligned with 
college and career readi-
ness standards for third- to 
-fifth-grade students. 


