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theater company 
hits the big time

RALEIGH – With just over a year since its birth, a Raleigh-based 
black theater company’s debut show has landed on a main stage 
at the North Carolina Black Theatre Festival, organizers an-

nounced Monday.  
“Pooled: A Gospel Musical Drama,” written by 

Moses T. Alexander Greene and directed by Deb 
Royals-Mizerk, will be performed in four shows at 
the NBTF by the all-black cast from the theater com-
pany Greene created in 2018, Li V Mahob Produc-
tions. 

The NBTF, among the largest showcases of its 
kind in the world, is held biennially in Winston-
Salem. More than 60,000 people are expected to 
converge on the city for the six-day festival from 

July 29-August 3 to celebrate the best in black theater.  
Pooled will be on stage at the Loma Hopkins Theatre–Summit 

School for two shows on August 2 and 3. Through soul-stirring 
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at Durham Athletic 
Park.

Please see RALEIGH/2A

WEEK OF JUNE 9, 2019

News 1A 

Classifieds 

4A

Address: 115 Market St., Suite 360-G 
Durham, NC 27701 

(919) 688-9408 
© 2019 The Triangle Tribune  

Follow The 
Tribune on

IndexIndex
Religion 5A 

Sports 6A 

Focus 8A 

With a close – and bitterly 
contentious – vote over a po-
tential veto of this year’s 
state budget looming, North 
Carolina lawmakers say GOP 
legislators are scrambling to 
win over Democrats behind 
the scenes by offering “pork” 
spending on local projects. 

While not uncommon 
around budget time, as top 
lawmakers mull ways to win 
over votes considered to be 
on the fence, the backdoor 
wheeling and dealing is of 
particular important this 
year, with Democrats hoping 
to sustain Gov. Roy Cooper’s 
veto power and win their top 
prize – Medicaid expansion. 

“I know there is pork out 
there that they can throw at 
members,” Rep. Darren Jack-
son, a Wake County Demo-
crat serving as the House 
Democratic Leader, said 
Tuesday. “But I hope that all 
of the House Democrats 
know that Medicaid expan-
sion can make a big differ-
ence in the lives of North 
Carolinians across the state.” 

Jackson said he knows of 
Democrats who’ve been ap-
proached with budget sweet-
eners, but none have 
pledged their vote to the 
GOP. Multiple sources in the 
House and Senate acknowl-
edged a back and forth over 
budget projects intended to 
win over dissenting Demo-
crats, but with little evidence 
of traction for majority party 
leaders. 

Neither House Speaker Tim 
Moore nor Senate President 
Pro Tem Phil Berger re-
sponded when Policy Watch 
sought comment on the 
matter. 

Democrats and Cooper 
have long prized expansion 
of the Medicaid program, a 
mostly-federally funded ex-
pansion that could provide 
health care access to hun-
dreds of thousands of low-
income North Carolinians. 

Yet Democrats’ hopes 
would be all but dashed for 
Medicaid expansion this year 
if GOP budget authors are 
able to peel off a handful of 
dissenting minority party 
members in a potential veto 
showdown, which is all but 
certain given Cooper’s with-
ering criticism of both the 
House and Senate budget 
proposals. 

“With their budget, Senate 
Republicans once again pri-
oritize more corporate tax 
cuts at the expense of public 
education, clean water and 
providing affordable health 
care for hard working North 
Carolinians,” Cooper’s office 
said last week. “These are 
unacceptable priorities and 
Governor Cooper will con-
tinue pushing for a budget 
that represents middle class 
families instead of special in-
terests and corporate share-
holders.” 

Top Republicans like 

The rate of black home-
ownership in America  – 
now at 41.1 percent, ac-
cording to 2019 U.S. Cen-
sus numbers – is even 
lower than it was when the 
U.S. Fair Housing Act was 
signed into law 51 years 
ago on April 11, 1968. 

This means black home-
ownership is 32.1 percent-
age points lower than that 
of whites, which stands at 
73.2 percent. It also means 
black homeownership is 
6.3 percentage points 
lower than that of Latinos 
at 47.4 percent. 

These are just a few of 
the facts presented to a re-
cent U.S. Congressional 
hearing by homeown-
ership advocates. The 
hearing, held by the House 
Finance Committee's Sub-
committee on Housing, 
Community Development 
and Insurance, was the 
first modern day hearing 
of its kind – intended to 
discover the barriers to 
homeownership for people 
of color. 

"Federal housing regu-
lators and agencies have 
aggressively pursued lend-
ing practices and policies 
that make access to home-
ownership more challeng-
ing for black Americans. It 
is against this backdrop 
that I give my testimony," 
Jeff Hicks, president/CEO 
of the National Association 
of Black Real Estate 
Brokers, testified to law-
makers at the hearing. 
"Our nation has a very 
complicated and check-
ered history with provid-
ing equal and equitable 
access to homeownership 
to black Americans. At the 
end of World War II, when 
black Americans sacrificed 
their lives for the cause of 
freedom, dignity and 
human rights, the United 
States federal government 
created an economic di-
vide between blacks and 
whites." 

Hicks described how 
black veterans and their 
families were "denied the 
multigenerational, enrich-
ing impact of home own-
ership and economic 
security that the G.I. Bill 
conferred on a majority of 
white veterans, their chil-
dren, and their grandchil-
dren." 

He concluded that the 
"unequal implementation 
of the G.I. Bill, along with 
federal government pol-
icies and practices at the 
Federal Housing Admin-
istration, including the 
redlining of black neigh-
borhoods, were leveled 
against black veterans" 
while at the same time the 
government financed the 
construction of suburbs 
and provided subsidized 
mortgage financing for 
whites only. This scenario 
"set the stage for today's 
wealth and homeown-
ership gap statistics," 

Homes 
more 
out of 
reach

ing to understand the diverse 
and varied needs of the black 
community.   

The report showed that re-
spondents were strongly 
aligned with key Democratic 
policy priorities like closing 
significant gaps in quality of 
life through a living wage, 
quality public education, and 
health care. But the findings 
also caution that alignment 
does not translate to immedi-
ate, energetic support for the 
party or its candidates.  

“No Democratic candidate 
will win the White House with-
out an engaged national move-
ment of black voters. More 
than half of Black Census re-
spondents saying politicians 
do not care about black people 

‘Black census’ reveals winning 
path for 2020 presidential 
hopefuls in Democratic field

The Black Futures Lab re-
leased “More Black than Blue: 
Politics + Power in the 2019 
Black Census,” the first in a 
series of reports analyzing the 
largest survey of black people 
conducted in the United States 
since Reconstruction. The re-
port was published in partner-
ship with Color of Change, 
Demos, and Socioanalítica Re-
search.  

The Black Census Project 
launched in early 2018 with an 
ambitious agenda to poll tens 
of thousands of black people 
on their political beliefs, frus-
trations and aspirations. The 
Black Census provides much 
needed insight for advocates, 
activists and candidates hop-

and their interests is a major 
problem for the party and for 
the country,” said Alicia Garza, 
principal at the Black Futures 
Lab and co-founder of Black 
Lives Matter.  

“Candidates at every level, 
and especially those running 
for president, are being ad-
vised to follow a playbook for 
reaching black voters that is 
ineffective, insincere and 
sometimes even embarrassing. 
The Black Census shows that 
the black electorate want pol-
icies that improve our lives, 
not pandering photo ops at 
black institutions.” 

“We went to barbershops and 
bars, prisons and professional 
gatherings to document the di-
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These are just a few of the many Hillside High School seniors that signed college accept-
ance letters. Hornet Pride!
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All Grown Up

NAPS

The Black Census Project polled thousands of black people on their beliefs, hopes and dreams.

Greene



drama and powerful gos-
pel music, the show fol-
lows Delsin Jacobs’ quest 
to be the next person to re-
ceive healing from the Pool 
of Bethesda when its 
waters are troubled.  

“I am absolutely hum-
bled,” Greene said. “It re-
minds us of the beauty of 
our stories, of our collec-
tive histories and experi-
ences. Rather than wait to 
be celebrated by the 
masses, we come together 
as a community to say, 
‘Not only do our stories 
matter, our actors matter.’ 
This is an institution 
through which we sur-
vive.”    

Its NBTF listing means 
Pooled is one of 25 best 
black professional theater 
productions in the United 
States, Europe, Africa and 
the Caribbean. 

Greene, 45, is the direc-
tor of N.C. State Univer-
sity’s African American 
Cultural Center, overseeing 
the center’s mission to pro-
vide critical examination 
and exploration of African 
American and African dias-
poric culture and history. 
He also worked as a writing 
assistant for the Emmy 
Award-winning daytime 
serial, All My Children, and 
is a former strategic com-
munications officer and as-
sistant professor of media 
& film at Saint Augustine's 
University.  

Pooled, Greene’s first 
stage play, is a short story 
from his 2010 self-pub-
lished book, astounded 
that i am okay: (i'm mad as 
hell and God STILL knows 
my name). Pooled first 
came to life in 2016 as a 
reading in the Black on 
Black Project. “To see the 
tears and see people iden-
tify and see people exhale, 
I knew Pooled was some-
thing vibrant,” said Greene, 

Raleigh black theater 
troupe hits the big time

noting “I saw my father cry 
for the third time in my 
life” at that performance.  

A year later, Pooled was 
performed as a concert 
reading at the N.C. Theatre 
Conservatory, during 
which Greene expanded 
the performance with 
more music, as well as 
more vulnerable and more 
honest scenes, including 
his own personal trauma. 

After first placing Pooled 
on the season list for The 
Justice Theater Project, 
Greene decided to with-
draw from the season to 
launch his own profes-
sional black theater com-
pany, Li V Mahob, a name 
he derived from his favor-
ite scripture, Acts 17:28 “In 
Christ, we live, move and 
have our being.” The the-
ater company aims to up-
lift the narratives of 
African American and Afri-
can Diasporic culture and 
history, Greene said, add-
ing “blackness incorpo-
rates not just the African 
American experience, but 
also the African, Carib-
bean, Afro Latinx experi-
ence.” 

Pooled premiered to a 
sold-out crowd in February 
2018 at the Duke Center 
for the Performing Arts’ 
Kennedy Theatre with re-
sponses about its transfor-
mative appeal for black 
families and communities. 
By popular demand, the 
company did seven ad-
ditional shows in Raleigh, 
Durham and Rocky Mount. 
In all, 11 of the 12 shows 
last year were sold out, 
Greene said.  

Since Pooled, Li V Mahob 
has produced A Motown 
Christmas and invites au-
diences to see its third pro-
duction, Soul Man: A 
Musical Review, June 14-16 
and June 21-23 at South-
east Raleigh High School. 

Greene said competition 
wasn’t a factor for him in 

creating Li V Mahob or Nia 
Kuumba – a day of citywide 
auditions to provide equity 
and non-equity actors of 
color access to all theaters 
in Raleigh. Rather, he said, 
it was a matter of the need 
he saw in city theater cir-
cles, from the need for op-
portunity and exposure for 
– and to – black artists and 
actors to the need for true 
representation and better 
pay for black actors. 

“Thirty percent of stories 
that are told here should 
reflect us, our experience, 
our narrative, our culture, 
our history,” he said, citing 
Raleigh demographics. 
“Rather than wait for a 
community theater to get 
there, spending time wait-
ing for someone else to do 
when I am that, let’s be-
come it. 

Pooled director Royals-
Mizerk, who has worked in 
theater over four decades, 
said the NBTF listing is a 
vote of confidence not only 
for Pooled but also for Li V 
Mahob, and confirms what 
she had begun to feel was 
growing amiss while work-
ing with other theater com-
panies. 

“It’s incredibly due time,” 
she said. “When it comes to 
telling stories of the Afri-
can diaspora, it should be 
coming from the mouths 
of the black community, 
especially when its stories 
that are for black actors 
and by black writers.” 

India Williams, a Pooled 
actress who has become a 
mainstay in local theaters, 
said the impact Pooled has 
on audiences became clear 
early on. “He (Greene) is 
brilliant to have the vision 
to really open things up for 
black actors in the Trian-
gle. “They got it,” Williams 
said of the NBTF. “They felt 
it, too, and we’re just so 
thankful for that. It’s still 
kind of surreal. I’m busting 
at the seams.” 

Continued from page 1A
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Actors perform a scene from Pooled.

RALEIGH — Some North 
Carolina lawmakers are 
seeking more protections 
for ride-sharing service 
users following the death 
of a college student this 
year in South Carolina. The 
House Transportation 
Committee scheduled 
Tuesday debate on legisla-
tion pushed by House Ma-
jority Leader John Bell. 

Bell and other legislators 
recently proposed a re-
quirement that drivers for 
Uber, Lyft and similar com-
panies display illuminated 
logo signs. The idea came 
after police say a Univer-
sity of South Carolina stu-

Passenger protections for 
ride-sharing users  
considered by Assembly

dent mistakenly got into 
the car of someone imper-
sonating an Uber driver in 
March. She was later killed. 

South Carolina legislators 
initially introduced a simi-
lar logo sign idea, but in-
stead mandated that 
drivers display their li-
cense tag numbers on a 
sign on the front of their 
vehicles. Ride requesters 
can match the numbers 
with what the company 
sends them. 

 
 Alterations to ID  
qualifications for voting  
Gov. Roy Cooper has 

signed into law altered 
rules on how student and 
government employee 

identification cards can 
qualify as voter IDs, which 
are required for casting 
ballots in North Carolina 
elections starting next 
year. 

Cooper announced Mon-
day that he signed four 
bills, including the ID 
measure, which also gives 
colleges and government 
agencies a second chance 
in November to meet re-
quirements.  

The previous law said in-
stitutions couldn’t apply 
again until 2021 if their 
ID’s didn’t qualify in 
March, which happened to 
many University of North 
Carolina system campuses. 
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Berger have been adamant 
that they would block Med-
icaid expansion, claiming 
federal government 
leaders would eventually 
leave North Carolina to pay 
the tab and that expansion 
would provide a disincen-
tive for recipients to work. 

Senate leaders approved 
a $23.9 billion spending 
plan last week that breaks 
with Cooper and Demo-
crats on several fronts, in-
cluding teacher pay, 
overall education funding, 
Republicans’ sizable cuts – 
about 50 percent over two 
years — to corporate fran-
chise tax rates, and, of 
course, Medicaid, setting 
up a potentially bitter bat-
tle over spending priorities 
in the coming weeks and, 
possibly, months. 

Since the Affordable Care 
Act – popularly known as 
“Obamacare” – passed in 
2010, 37 U.S. states (in-
cluding the District of Co-
lumbia) have adopted the 
federally-bankrolled boost 
for the poor. North Caro-
lina is among 14 states 
doggedly refusing the ini-
tiative. Most of those are 
Republican-controlled 
states in the South. 

Advocates say Repub-
licans’ blockage of Medi-
caid expansion has cost 
the state money and lives 
each year as the state re-
jected billions in federal 
cash that would otherwise 
be used to aid poor res-
idents in need of health 
care.  

The push for expansion 
has its supporters on the 
right as well, with former 
GOP presidential candidate 
and ex-Ohio governor John 
Kasich making an impas-
sioned plea in Raleigh in 
March. 

To override a gubernato-

Republicans wooing  
Democratic votes over 
North Carolina budget

rial veto, proponents 
would need to secure a 
three-fifths majority in the 
House and Senate. That’s 
30 votes in the Senate and 
72 in the House, if all 
members are present. 

With a current advantage 
of 65-55 in the House, Re-
publicans would need to 
win over an additional 
seven Democrats to pre-
vail. In the Senate, where 
the Republican margin is 
29-21, a single vote would 
do. 

Senate Republicans just 
reached the 30-vote tally 
last week, when three 
Democrats – Sen. Gladys 
Robinson of Guilford 
County, Sen. Ben Clark of 
Cumberland and Hoke 
counties, and Sen. Milton 
Fitch Jr. of Halifax, Edge-
combe, and Wilson 
counties – voted for the 
budget plan. 

None of the trio re-
sponded to Policy Watch 
interview requests this 
week, but the Greensboro 
News & Record wrote Mon-
day that Robinson backed 
the budget because of its 
spending provisions aimed 
at tornado relief and N.C. 
A&T State University, 
which is located in Robin-
son’s district. 

However, it seems un-
likely those Democrats 
would support a veto over-
ride if it came down to it. 
Senate Democratic Leader 
Dan Blue’s office said 
Tuesday that the three 
Democrats have promised 
to uphold a veto. 

Blue seemed to express 
some confidence last 
week, when he compared a 
veto to the NBA playoffs, 
insisting that longtime law-
makers know “that the real 
game is when the playoffs 
start.” 

In the House, Jackson 

said he could see a handful 
of Democrats branching 
off from their caucus on 
the budget if House and 
Senate negotiations yield a 
spending package with 
ample raises for both 
teachers and state employ-
ees. But Jackson doesn’t 
believe Republicans would 
convince seven Democrats 
in the House to support an 
override, a lofty number 
given the parties’ often 
strident differences on 
education funding. Demo-
crats were also incensed 
over the Senate’s proposed 
cuts to an eastern North 
Carolina hospital and the 
GOP proposal to move the 
state’s Department of 
Health and Human Serv-
ices – which employs about 
2,300 people – from Ra-
leigh into rural Granville 
County, about 40 miles to 
the north. 

Rep. Verla Insko, a vet-
eran Democrat from Or-
ange County who sits on 
the House budget commit-
tee, was also confident. 

“House Democrats un-
derstand the importance of 
this vote,” Insko told Policy 
Watch. “We stand with 
Gov. Cooper and will sus-
tain his veto.” 

Members of the state 
House voted nearly unani-
mously Tuesday to refuse 
to concur with the Senate’s 
version of the budget, 
which means a conference 
committee of chosen legis-
lators from both chambers 
is expected to hash out 
their differences over the 
next week. 

Lawmakers are expected 
to present and vote on 
their agreed upon plan 
next week, which would 
then be turned over to the 
governor’s office for ap-
proval or veto. 

  

Continued from page 1A

verse, highly active net-
work of black people who 
share many policy prior-
ities with Democrats, but 
have a clear vision for 
their future that runs even 
deeper. The winning can-
didate in this crowded 
field will show that they 
care as much about ‘black’ 
as they do about ‘blue,’ by 
demanding policies that 
close the social, economic 
and political gaps that 
have left black people at 
the bottom when both 
Democrats and Repub-
licans are in power.”  

Conducted through an 
innovative research meth-
odology that allowed the 
project to reach deeper 
into the black community 
than standard probabi-
listic studies, the Black 
Census was supported by 
both national and grass-
roots organizations across 
the country, driving re-
spondents to participate 
in the census online and 
on the street.  

More than 30 organiza-

Census reveals a path to 
winning presidential race

tions in 28 states part-
nered with Black Futures 
Lab to conduct the Black 
Census.  

The result is a powerful 
representation of the 
black community featur-
ing voices often lost to tra-
ditional survey 
methodologies, including 
homeless, currently and 
formerly incarcerated and 
LGBTQ people, black con-
servatives, black immi-
grants, and mixed race 
people with a black par-
ent.  

The Black Census re-
spondents are younger, 
more likely to be female, 
and more likely to identify 
as LGBTQ than the black 
population as a whole.  

"For far too long, black 
voters in this country have 
been marginalized, mis-
represented, and taken for 
granted in electoral pol-
itics,” Demos President Sa-
beel Rahman said. “The 
Black Census has un-
earthed timely and rel-
evant truths about the 
power of the black vote, 

and will hopefully unlock 
a bolder, responsive, and 
much more inclusive de-
mocracy." 

The Black Futures Lab is 
leveraging the findings to 
build a national legislative 
platform to inform and in-
spire candidates up and 
down the ballot to build 
platforms and campaigns 
that represent the real in-
terests of black voters.  

“Engaging black voters 
and communities in a 
meaningful way isn't 
about words but action. 
Far too often candidates 
come to our communities 
focused on the promises 
they will make without the 
steps to back them up.”  
said Rashad Robinson, 
president of the nation’s 
online racial justice organ-
ization, Color of Change. 
“This important work 
done by the Black Futures 
Lab provides a road map 
to any candidate inter-
ested in moving beyond 
rhetoric to dealing with 
the issues that have held 
so many back.” 

Continued from page 1A

Hicks said. 
President Lyndon B. 

Johnson described the 
road to the 1968 passage 
as a "long and stormy trip" 
after it failed three times. 
Together, the testimony of 
the 72-year-old NAREB – 
the oldest organization 
represented – and the 
string of witnesses at the 
21st Century Congres-
sional hearing, revealed 
that the storm is not nearly 
over. 

"We have not simply 
failed to make progress; we 
are losing ground. And we 
cannot continue to go 
backward," said Alanna 
McCargo, vice president 
for Housing Finance Policy, 
Urban Institute. 

The Urban Institute was 
founded by President 
Johnson in 1968 to focus 
on "the problems of Amer-
ica's cities and their 
people, and to inform so-
cial and economic policy 
interventions that would 

NAREB takes fight for 
black homeownership to 
congressional hearing

help fight the War on Pov-
erty," she described. 

The passage of The 
American Dream Down 
Payment Savings Plan, a 
proposal with bipartisan 
support, which would 
allow prospective home-
buyers to save money in an 
authorized account, where 
the savings could grow and 
be removed for the speci-
fied purpose of a tax-free 
down payment for pur-
chasing a home. 

A fairer mortgage and 
underwriting process in 
which borrowers meet a 
minimum threshold for ap-
proval and all interest rates 
and costs are the same for 
everyone, regardless of 
race, including loan level 
equality, approval rates, 
pricing and terms for bor-
rowers – without adjust-
ments for neighborhoods, 
zip codes or census tracts. 

Accountability for non-
bank financial institutions 
such as the examination of 
their lending practices to 

ensure fair, equitable, and 
nondiscriminatory origina-
tion, pricing, and terms.  
This would also include 
greater accountability and 
modernization of the Com-
munity Reinvestment Act 
to eliminate loopholes that 
limit access to mortgage 
credit to existing and po-
tential black homeowners. 

Historically, unequal ac-
cess to credit for people of 
color was repeated as a key 
problem during the hear-
ing. "Wide access to credit 
is critical for building 
family wealth, closing the 
racial wealth gap, and for 
the housing market over-
all, which, in turn, contrib-
utes significantly to our 
overall economy," Nikitra 
Bailey, executive vice pres-
ident of the Center for Re-
sponsible Lending, told the 
committee. "Today's hear-
ing is a good step toward 
acknowledging this history 
and presents the potential 
to create opportunities to 
address it." 

Continued from page 1A

BUSINESS BRIEFS
GDBCC 
Greater Durham Black 

Chamber of Commerce will 
host its next Black Business 
Forum on June 11, 6-7:30 
p.m., M&F Bank Audito-
rium, 2634 Durham-
Chapel Blvd. 

 
RALEIGH CHAMBER 
• June 11, 7:30 to 9 a.m. 

– Learn how to become a 
better networker, Chamber 
offices, 800 S. Salisbury St. 
RSVP to (919) 664-7036. 

 
EXPANSION 
Davidson Homes has ex-

panded into Hasentree, a 
luxurious community in 
Wake Forest. The company 
unveiled its new lineup in 

the community last month. 
Davidson Homes offers 
four floor plans that range 
from $460,000 to 
$500,000. Visit www.da-
vidsonhomesllc.com/nort
h-carolina for more infor-
mation. 

 
Send business briefs to 

info@triangletribune.com. 



Student: Jeremee Jeter 
School: East Wake High  

College: Catawba  
 

Somewhere out there in 
Wake County is a very 
lucky bunch of 1-year-olds. 
Because in four years, they 
might have Jeremee as 
their kindergarten teacher.  

It’s going to be awesome. 
Not only for that group of 
children, but for many 
more who will follow them. 

 
Destined to teach 
The East Wake High sen-

ior has always known he 
wanted to be a teacher, and 
Jeremee already has shown 
a great deal of leadership 
ability along with a caring 
attitude. He intends to 
apply with WCPSS after col-
lege. 

Jeremee started a school-
wide club to spread posi-
tivity. He also plays right 
and defense tackle on East 
Wake’s football team. He’s 
involved in theater. And 
honors chorus. Oh, and 
he’s written a book. Well-
rounded, wouldn’t you 
say? 

“I have always been a fan 
of education. I always liked 
school and learning new 
things,” said Jeremee, who 
graduates on June 15. 

Jeremee owes his love of 
school largely to his own 
teachers, who he says have 
always shown him gobs of 
support – from his years at 
Heritage Elementary to 
several years in Nash-
Rocky Mount Schools, then 
back to Wendell Middle 
and East Wake. 

“I started out with speech 
problems, and I had extra 
help. But the teachers al-

East Wake student passes 
positivity forward for  
present and future students  

ways supported me,” he 
said. “You could see the 
passion in them. That’s 
what sparked the interest 
in education since I was 
young.” 

Jeremee already has had 
a taste of teaching as an in-
tern at Carver Elementary. 
And helping out in his own 
theater classes at East 
Wake.  

“Kindergarten is what I 
love,” Jeremee said. “The 
different personalities and 
passions you see in the 
kids when they’re younger 
and carefree and judge-
free. They are themselves. 
They don’t worry about 
being judged.” 

 
‘Pass It Forward’ 
That’s the caring part. 

The leadership role comes 
in at East Wake. During his 
freshman year, Jeremee 
was reading a math prob-
lem that referenced the Pay 
It Forward philosophy. 
This motivated him to start 
his own take on the con-
cept, the Pass It Forward 
Club. 

PIF members collect pos-
itive and inspirational 
quotes (some from famous 
or important people, some 
written by the students 
themselves), and pass 
them “forward” through-
out the school. 

The club was sanctioned 
as an official school club in 
Jeremee’s sophomore year, 
and it now has 30 
members. Every two 
weeks, each member 
creates 20 quote cards for 
a total of 600 quotes. Then 
they distribute the nuggets 
of wisdom and ask stu-
dents to keep passing 
them on. 

The goal: every student 
in the school receives at 
least one positive quote 
every two weeks. 

“Some teachers have 
these (quotes displayed) in 
their rooms,” Jeremee said. 
“I’ve seen kids put quotes 
in their binders because 
they like the quote they 
got.” 

Jeremee also has written 
a book, “Forgiveable Mis-
takes,” about family se-
crets and how they “spill 
out,” he said. It will be pub-
lished this summer by a 
publisher associated with 
his grandmother, local au-
thor Albertha Burden. 

 
Involvement in  
students’ lives 
In fact, Jeremee likes 

writing so much that he 
may also decide to teach 
English at the high school 
level at some point. He 
says his own teachers at 
East Wake have modeled 
meaningful involvement in 
their students’ lives. 

“Here at East Wake, every 
teacher knows me. We all 
have that good connec-
tion,” he said. “If a teacher 
doesn’t know a student, 
they will still reach out and 
say, ‘How’s your day?’ 

“Most of the teachers 
here I’m friends with after 
they’ve taught me,” he 
added. “They always say 
hello and are always check-
ing in to see how we’re 
doing.” 

Jeremee wants to be that 
kind of teacher. He heads 
to Catawba College in Au-
gust to begin preparing for 
it.  

What a lucky bunch of 
kids. 
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East Wake High senior Jeremee Jeter
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High uninsured rate persists 
among North Carolina 
women of childbearing age

RALEIGH – The number of 
women of childbearing age 
in North Carolina who do 
not have health insurance 
is among the highest in the 
country, according to a 
new report. It says in states 
that have expanded Medi-
caid, women are more 
likely to be insured, com-
pared with states such as 
North Carolina that have 
not. 

Researchers at the 
Georgetown University 
Center for Children and 
Families released the find-
ings along with the March 
of Dimes and the American 
College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists. 

Since the U.S. Supreme 
Court's decision to make 
Medicaid expansion op-
tional, North Carolina is 
one of 14 states that has 
chosen not to expand the 
program. 

Whitney Tucker is re-
search director at the non-
profit advocacy group NC 
Child. "The thing that's 

really impacting these ma-
ternal health outcomes is 
access to health care for 
women who are not yet 
pregnant, and for women 
who were recently preg-
nant," Tucker said. "I think 
that there are social impli-
cations about what we 
think people who are not 
disabled in any way, and 
childless people, should be 
entitled to that come into 
play here." 

Tucker pointed out that 
Medicaid expansion has 
helped to reduce maternal 
and infant mortality rates 
nationwide, particularly for 
women of color. However, 
black women are still three 
to four times more likely to 
die from childbirth than 
white women. 

Overall, pregnancy-re-
lated deaths among U.S. 
women have increased 
over the past two-and-a-
half decades, despite the 
fact that the United States 
spends more dollars on 
hospital maternity care 
than any other nation. 

Joan Alker, executive di-
rector of the Georgetown 

University Center for Chil-
dren and Families, added 
that for low-income 
women, stops or gaps in in-
surance coverage can take 
a toll on maternal and in-
fant health, especially in 
the critical months before 
pregnancy and after deliv-
ery. 

"In states that have not 
expanded Medicaid, typi-
cally these women are only 
getting their coverage after 
they find they're pregnant, 
and then they're plunged 
into uninsured status 60 
days after having the 
baby," Alker explained. 
"That's problematic, be-
cause we know from a 
growing body of research 
that women need to be 
healthy when they get 
pregnant." 

The report also highlights 
innovative state efforts like 
the 4th Trimester Project, 
developed by the Univer-
sity of North Carolina. The 
program works to help new 
mothers navigate chal-
lenges in the first 12 weeks 
postpartum. 

 

By Nadia Ramlagan 
N.C. NEWS SERVICE 

African American women 
may be most affected by 
NC abortion restrictions 

RALEIGH – Abortion in 
North Carolina overall is on 
the decline, but the de-
crease has been more pro-
nounced among white 
women than black women, 
according to a study of 
abortion trends in the state 
between 1980 and 2013.  

One factor could be that 
lack of access to health care 
makes it harder for women 
of color to get contracep-
tives. 

For many women, said 
Dr. Rathika Nimalendren, a 
fellow with Physicians for 
Reproductive Health, it's 
prohibitively expensive to 
get any form of contracep-
tion without health insur-
ance. She said North 
Carolina's decision not to 
expand Medicaid has di-
minished access to repro-
ductive care overall, 
including contraception 
and prenatal care. 

"I see this daily as a 
family physician," she said. 

"More than 50% of women 
who are obtaining abor-
tions already have one 
child. And often, the reason 
for an abortion is because 
they want to be able to care 
for the children they have." 

A report this month by 
the Georgetown University 
Center for Children and 
Families found the number 
of women of child-bearing 
age in North Carolina with-
out health insurance is 
among the highest in the 
country. Among African-
American women in the 
United States, those in the 
South have the lowest rates 
of health coverage, accord-
ing to the National Partner-
ship for Women and 
Families. 

In 2014, 90% of N.C. 
counties had no clinics that 
provided abortions, ac-
cording to the Guttmacher 
Institute. Pointing out that 
abortion is a legal medical 
procedure, Nimalendren 
said laws aimed at restrict-
ing it obstruct the relation-

ship she has with her pa-
tients.  

"North Carolina already 
has fairly restrictive pol-
icies," she said. "We have 
one of the longest waiting 
periods in the country, 
that's 72 hours. If North 
Carolina were to restrict 
abortion, this would, I 
think, really be a terrible 
outcome for women and 
for families." 

Last month, Gov. Roy 
Cooper vetoed Senate Bill 
359, which would have 
meant criminal charges for 
doctors for failing to care 
for an infant that survived 
an abortion procedure. Ear-
lier this year, a federal 
judge ruled that North Car-
olina's 1973 law banning 
abortions after 20 weeks of 
pregnancy was unconstitu-
tional.  

The Georgetown report is 
online at 
ccf.georgetown.edu, and 
the North Carolina abor-
tion-trends study is at 
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov. 

By Nadia Ramlagan 
N.C. NEWS SERVICE 

COURTESY

In 2014, nearly 90% of North Carolina counties had no clinics that provided abortions, ac-
cording to the Guttmacher Institute. 
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COMPUTER SVCS.
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON 
SITE! Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home repair/On-line 
solutions . $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 844-401-1673

ANNOUNCEMENT
Struggling with DRUGS or ALCOHOL? Addicted to 
PILLS? Talk to someone who cares. Call The Addiction 
Hope & Help Line for a free assessment. 888-537-9106 
 
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And Your Family 
May Be Entitled To Significant Cash Award. Call 844-
299-2498 for Information. No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket.

HEALTH SVCS

MEDICAL SERVICES

There’s no cost to you! 
CALL (855) 399-9881

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families fi nd 
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

The support you need to fi nd quality 

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

! We’re paid by our partner communities

This is real dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 
cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including  
   your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

1-844-496-8601
dental50plus.com/ncpress

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 AW19-1034

Denied Social Security Disability?  Appeal! If you're 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can help 
get you approved! No money out of pocket! 855-404-
5388

BID REQUEST 
 
RPC Contracting is requesting bids from any 
interested NCDOT Certified DBE firms for Contract 
C204182 (Colington Road Improvements) in Dare 
County Co. bidding on 6/18/19.  There will be a 
pre-bid conference at 3:00 PM on Monday 
6/10/19 at the office of RPC Contracting, 934 W. 
Kitty Hawk Road, Kitty Hawk, NC.  Plans and 
specifications are available for review at the 
same location or may be downloaded from 
NCDOT’s Project Letting website at. 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/letting/Pages/Central.
aspx.  For more information, please call 252-261-
3336, ask for Jay.  RPC Contracting is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  

INTERNET
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink Today 1-866-887-0237

LEGAL NOTICES

triangletribune.com 

EMPLOYMENT 
Education/Vacancies 2019-2020: Elementary 
Education, Special Education, School Psychologist, 
Middle Education, Biology, Agricultural Education, 
Mathematics, Building Trades, Business & Information 
Technology, English, Instructional Technology 
Resources. www.pecps.k12.va.us. Prince Edward 
County Public Schools. Farmville, Virginia 23901. (434) 
315-2100. EOE 
 
Fayetteville Technical Community College is now 
accepting applications for the following positions: 
Physical Therapist Assistant Instructor (10-month 
contract) Network Management: Microsoft & Cisco 
Instructor. For detailed information and to apply, 
please visit our employment portal at: 
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/ Human 
Resources Office Phone: (910) 678-7342  Internet: 
http://www.faytechcc.edu An Equal Opportunity 
Employer

MISCELLANEOUS
Financial Benefits for those facing serious illness. You 
may qualify for a Living Benefit Loan today (up to 50 
percent of your Life Insurance Policy Death Benefit.) 
Free Information. CALL 1-855-402-5487 
 
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)]

FOR SALE
Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Original were originally $129.95 - NOW 
WITH THIS SPECIAL OFFER are only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-877-914-6068

CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 866-441-6890

Charter Application Boot Camp 
Part 1

Monday, June 24, 2019  /  9am - 4pm
Raleigh, Holiday Inn Downtown -  
Oak City Room
320 Hillsborough Street  
Raleigh, NC  27603

Register Now: https://ncpubliccharters.org

This workshop covers the basics of the NC 
charter school application and how you can 
submit a better application to the Office of 

Charter Schools.  

Part 2 takes place Tuesday, July 23 after the 
annual conference at Harrah’s Convention 

Center in Cherokee. 

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

• 400/404 Uppowoc Ave.
Manteo, NC

• Forbes-Nixon House with
Stunning Gardens

• Beautifully renovated 3958 sf
4 BR 5 BA Home

• Walking distance to
EVERYTHING

• B&B or Event Venue?

• WILL SELL at or above
$325K June 15 on site or
online

AUCTION:
Historic Manteo
Home & Gardens

HarperAuctionandRealty.com
Mike Harper (NCAL 8286)

843-729-4996

LV
48

14
0

AUCTION
Bankruptcy Auction of Sunrise Performance Inc. 
d.b.a. Paradise Tack, Online Only, Begins Closing 6/24 
at 12pm, Dressage Attire Inventory, Equestrian Care 
Products, Tools, Farm Equip. and more, 
ironhorseauction.com, 800.997.2248, NCAL 3936 
 
Bankruptcy Auction of Remaining Lots & Acreage 
Tracts of Haven Heights Subdivision in Marion, NC, 
Online w/Live Bid Center, Begins Closing 6/26 at 2pm, 
Bid Center at Marion Community Building, 
ironhorseauction.com, 800.997.2248, NCAL 3936 
 
Semi Trucks and Custom Trailer Auction in Lexington, 
NC, Online Only, Begins Closing 6/20 at 2pm, Property 
at JKS Inc. 301 Welcome Blvd, Lexington, NC, 
ironhorseauction.com, 800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

AUTO DONATION

FISHERIES

HEALTH SVCS
MEDICAL SERVICES

VACATIONS

TM

1-855-691-1281
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may 
apply. Add-on airfare available. Free Specialty Dining Package requires purchase of Ocean View Cabin or Balcony Cabin. Offers 
apply to new bookings only, made by 5/31/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Spend 7 nights aboard Norwegian Cruise Line’s renovated Pride 
of America and enjoy freestyle cruising at its finest. Experience 

the Iao Valley on Maui, the beauty and charm of Hilo, Kona’s 

coffee-rich “Gold Coast,” and Kauai’s Na Pali coast and Waimea 

Canyon. Your land tour includes Pearl Harbor and Honolulu city 

tours, and time to relax on world-famous Waikiki Beach. Escorted 

on Oahu by our friendly Tour Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs year-round

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS CRUISE & TOUR
Oahu • Maui • Hawaii • Kauai •

FROM
$2,249

*

$1,999*

FREE SPECIALTY DINING PACKAGE



Southern History on 
Screen: Race and Rights, 

1976-2016 
Edited by Bryan M. Jack  

University Press  
of Kentucky, Cloth $50 
 
Hollywood films have 

been influential in the por-
trayal and representation 

of race 
relations 
in the 
S o u t h 
and how 
African 
Amer i -
cans are 
cinemat-
ically de-
picted in 
history, 
f r o m 

The Birth of a Nation 
(1915) and Gone with the 
Wind (1939) to The Help 
(2011) and 12 Years a Slave 
(2013).  

With an ability to reach 
mass audiences, films rep-
resent the power to in-
fluence and shape the 
public’s understanding of 
our country’s past, cre-
ating lasting images — 
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W Borship riefs

RALEIGH 
COMPASSIONATE  
BAPTIST 
2310 Compassionate Dr. 
Youth Day service is 

June 9 at 10 a.m. All 
youth are encouraged to 
sing in the Youth Day 
Choir. Graduates also 
will be recognized. 

• Vacation Bible School 
is June 10-14 from 7-9 
p.m. Meal begins at 5:30 
p.m. 

 
APEX 
HOLLAND CHAPEL 
AME ZION 
360 Burgess Road 
Vacation Bible School is 

June 10-12 at 6:30 p.m. 
Dinner will be served on 

Wednesday night. 
 
 
DURHAM 
WHITE ROCK BAPTIST 
3400 Fayetteville Street 
A hunger banquet is 

June 8 at 4 p.m. Call 
(919) 688-8136. 

 
 
NORTH EAST BAPTIST 
3204 NC Hwy 55 
• Homecoming is June 

9 at 10:45 a.m. The Rev. 
Dennis Lindsay, pastor 
of The Cov Church Inter-
national in Durham, is 
the guest preacher. 

• June 12-14, 7 p.m. – 
Revival 

 

WEST DURHAM 
1901 Athens Avenue 
Vacation Bible School is 

June 17-21 from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. The theme is 
“STI: Super Training Uni-
versity with Jesus.” 

 
BAHAMA 
MT. CALVARY MB 
8021 Stagville Road 
Vacation Bible School is 

June 17-21 at 6 p.m. 
 
Send your church news 

to: The Triangle Tribune, 
115 Market Street, Suite 
360-G, Durham, NC 
27701; e-mail info@trian-
gletribune.com; or fax 
688-2740. Deadline: 
Tuesday by noon. 

AROUND THE TRIANGLE
RALEIGH 
AUDITIONS 
N.C. Theatre will hold au-

ditions for “Having Our 
Say: The Delany Sisters’ 
First 100 Years” June 9. 
Visit nctheatre.com. 

 
BINGO 
Bingo & Chill musical ex-

perience is June 10, 8-10 
p.m., Paris Lounge, 5500 
Atlantic Springs Road, 
Suite 103. 

 
SCREENING 
A screening of the film 

“Resilience” is June 13, 6 
p.m., Chavis Community 
Center, 505 MLK Jr. Blvd.  
RSVP at sevresiliencesc-
reening.eventbrite.com. 

 
FESTIVALS 
Annual Blackberry Festi-

val is June 14, 4-8 p.m., 
The Well Fed Community 
Garden, 1321 Athens Dr. 
Visit www.eventbrite.com. 

 
CONFERENCE 
N.C. Fatherhood Confer-

ence is JunE 15 at Hilton 
North Raleigh/Midtown 
Hotel, Wake Forest Road. 
Visit www.frcfatherhood-
conference.org. 

 
MEETUP 
Natural Hair Meetup 

2019 is June 15, noon to 
4:30 p.m., Holiday Inn & 
Suites Raleigh-Cary, 5630 
Dillard Drive. Visit natural-
hairmeet.eventbrite.com. 

CARY 
FESTIVAL 
First Juneteenth festival 

is June 15, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., downtown park. 

 
DURHAM 
CONCERT 
Celebrating the Life of 

Prince Through Jazz is 
June 8, 8:30 p.m., Motorco 
Music Hall, 723 Rigsbee 
Ave. Then at 10 p.m., an af-
terparty celebrating the 
music of Michael Jackson 
and Prince. Visit www.mo-
torcomusic.com. 

 
BREAKFAST 
Housing for New Hope 

annual breakfast is June 
11, 7:30-9 a.m., 807 E. Main 
St. RSVP to rsvp@housing-
fornewhope.org. 

 
ARTISTS 
Downtown Durham Inc. 

has issued a call for artists 
for two initiatives. Meet Ra-
chel Wexler June 11, 6-7 
p.m., Cocoa Cinnamon on 
Greer St., or email Ra-
chel@downtowndurham.c
om. 

 
WORKSHOP 
Teen Creative Writing 

workshop is June 13, 5:30-
6:30 p.m., East Regional Li-
brary, 211 Lick Creek Lane. 
Visit events.durham-
countylibrary.org. 

 
BOOK RELEASE 
Queen Prophet Sage will 

host a book release, Peace 
Treaty with Myself, June 
14, 7-9 p.m., The Boiler 
Room, 320 Blackwell St. 
Visit www.eventbrite.com. 

 
EXHIBIT 
“Meeting at the Finish 

Line: Coaches Walker and 
Buehler” exhibit opens 
June 14 at the Museum of 
Durham History, 500 W. 
Main St. The exhibit will 
highlight the achievements 
of both coaches as well as 
how their friendship 
brought black and white 
student-athletes together 
during segregation. 

 
CHAPEL HILL 
MEETING 
A community meeting on 

the planned Wegmans 
store is June 11, 6:30 p.m., 
Chapel Hill Public Library, 
Room B. 

 
HILLSBOROUGH 
CEREMONY 
Strong Fathers Make 

Strong Families resource 
event is June 12, 6-8 p.m., 
Orange Co. Dept. of Social 
Services, 113 Mayo St. 
Email info@pathwaysto-
changenc.org. 

  
MISC. 
YARD SALE 
301 Endless Yard Sale is 

June 14-15 along US 301 in 
Johnston, Halifax, Wilson, 
Nash and Harnett counties. 

 

‘Kingdom Men  
Rising’ film from  
theaters to churches

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – After 
a successful theatrical 
event, "Kingdom Men Ris-
ing," a documentary about 
biblical manhood, has now 
been made available for 
churches and other groups 
to show. 

Believing "the biblical 
definition of manhood is 
under attack," pastor and 
author Tony Evans wanted 
to do something about it. 
Evans, pastor of Oak Cliff 
Bible Fellowship in Dallas, 
partnered with LifeWay 
Films to develop Kingdom 
Men Rising. 

As an extension of his 
books, Kingdom Man and 
No More Excuses, Evans 
said presenting the mes-
sage through a film "was an 
important event because it 
used a modern medium to 
change lives. The large-
scale visuals on the screen 
were used to challenge 
men to be who they were 
created to be."   

More than 100,000 
people attended nation-
wide showings in 732 the-
aters April 29-30, 
according to LifeWay 
Christian Resources. The 
message has resonated 
with audiences, Evans 
noted.  

"The response has been 
positive and overwhel-
ming," he said. "Many 
people are telling us that 

the message of the film is 
very timely and needed in 
today's world." 

Bill Craig, an executive 
producer of the film and 
director of publishing at 
LifeWay, said: "It was the 
right time to have a nation-
wide Christian event for 
men and men's groups – to 
respond to the cultural 
confusion about manhood 
and rally Christian men to 
join other men in challeng-
ing one another to be 'King-
dom Men.'" 

At one film screening in 
Houston, attendees began 
to spontaneously gather, 
hold hands and pray. 
"There must have been 75 
people in a huge circle. We 
began to pray the Lord's 
Prayer out loud," said 
Rickie Bradshaw, director 
of prayer for KSBJ, a local 
Christian radio station. 
"Many were in tears as they 
held hands to pray. The 
scene was a great picture of 
the body of Christ from 
many walks of life and eth-
nicities gathering in one ac-
cord to express their desire 
to respond to the Kingdom 
Men Challenge from the 
film." 

Heather Hair, an ex-
ecutive producer of the 
film and director of mini-
stry development at Tony 
Evans' The Urban Alter-
native, said she will never 
forget groups of mov-
iegoers gathered outside 
the theater talking for an 

hour after the film.  
"It looked like church had 

just let out," she said. "Men, 
women and young adults 
spoke with enthusiasm 
about the empowering call 
to discipleship this film 
stirred in them." 

Justin Diel, a producer of 
the film and manager of 
LifeWay Films, said hun-
dreds of positive responses 
have flowed in through 
email and social media. 
"Many of them are asking 
how they can see the film 
again or show it to some-
one else." 

Streaming passes are 
available for pre-purchase 
now and provide access to 
watch the film on-demand 
from June 1 through July 
15. The pass includes a 
public performance site li-
cense to show the film to a 
group of any size at one lo-
cation for a limited time. It 
also grants customers tech-
nical support for LifeWay's 
Digital Pass streaming plat-
form. 

"Showing this film to 
your church or group will 
bring them together as a 
community, where they 
can learn and help each 
other move together in a 
common direction," Evans 
said. 

For more information, 
visit KingdomMenRising-
Movie.com or go to Life-
Way.com and search for 
"Kingdom Men Rising." 

 

By Aaron Earls 
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The Bible is being pushed 
out of American lives 

PHILADELPHIA – If it feels 
as though the Bible is being 
pushed out of the Ameri-
can culture, a new Barna 
study confirms it.  

For its 2019 State of the 
Bible Study, Barna discov-
ered that about half of 
Americans aren’t engaged 
with the Bible at all.  

In a country built on 
Judeo-Christian principles 
and God-given rights, this 
is a disturbing trend, says 
the American Pastors Net-
work.  

For the most recent sur-
vey, Barna and the Ameri-
can Bible Society asked 
American adults 14 ques-
tions about their inter-
actions with and 
perspectives about the 
Bible, then defined five 
segments of Bible engage-
ment measuring concepts 
such as frequency, central-
ity and impact.  

Nearly half (48%) are clas-
sified as “Bible Dis-
engaged,” meaning they 
interact with the Bible in-
frequently, if at all, and the 
Bible has minimal impact 

on their lives. 
“As if this trend wasn’t al-

ready evident, this study 
backs up the fact that not 
only is the Bible and its uni-
versal wisdom being 
eroded from American 
families, American govern-
ment and the American so-

ciety as a whole, it is the 
trailing evidence of God 
being tossed aside in our 
culture,” APN president and 
national host Sam Rohrer 
said.  

“There was a time in our 
history when God and His 
Word was integral to every 
part of our civilization. We 
would hardly consider 
making a decision without 
it.  

“But with the multitude of 
attacks on the integrity, in-
spiration and inerrancy of 
the Bible over the past cen-
tury, respect for and inter-
est in the Bible has waned. 

We no longer have time for 
the Word of God in our 
lives. What’s even more 
dangerous is that when we 
have no time for the Bible, 
it means we think we have 
no time nor need for God!” 

For the Bible engagement 
study, Barna also shared 

these findings: 
• The number of 

“Bible-centered” adults, 
the top tier in the sur-
vey, has decreased 
from 9 percent to 5 per-
cent in the past year. 

• More than one-third 
of adults (35%) reports 
never using the Bible in 
2019, a 10 percentage 
point increase since 2011. 

• Roughly 2 in 5 U.S. 
adults (42%) say the Bible 
has not had such an impact 
in their lives, while 6 in 10 
adults (59%) believe the 
Bible has transformed their 
lives.  

• A separate study from 
LifeWay Research, as re-
ported in The Christian 
Post, also found that more 
than half of Protestant 
churchgoers (55%) have not 
shared the Gospel in the 
past six months.  

STAFF REPORTS
both real and imagined — 
in American culture. 

In Southern History on 
Screen: Race and Rights, 
1976–2016, Jack brings to-
gether essays from an in-
ternational roster of 
scholars to provide new 
critical perspectives on 
Hollywood’s relationships 
between historical films, 
Southern history, identity, 
and the portrayal of Jim 
Crow–era segregation.  

This collection analyzes 
films through the lens of 
religion, politics, race, sex, 
and class, building a com-
prehensive look at the 
South as seen on screen.  

By illuminating depic-
tions of the southern belle 
in Gone with the Wind, the 
religious rhetoric of south-
ern white Christians and 
the progressive identity of 
the “white heroes” in A 
Time to Kill (1996) and Mis-
sissippi Burning (1988), as 
well as many other arche-
types found across films, 
this book explores the in-
tersection between film, 
historical memory, and 
southern identity. 

Jack, an associate profes-
sor of history at Southern 
Illinois University, is the 
author of The St. Louis Af-
rican American Com-
munity and the 
Exodusters. 

Drawing upon Ameri-
cans' continuing fascina-
tion with movies and their 
depictions of the past, this 
volume analyzes Holly-
wood’s portrayals of 
southern history and iden-
tity.  

The contributors cover 
everything from modern 
classics such as Fried 
Green Tomatoes and The 
Outlaw Josey Wales to The 
Help, The Free State of 
Jones, and other recent 
blockbusters.  

Ranging in perspective 
from international scholars 
to up-and-coming graduate 
students, the authors draw 
valuable conclusions about 
the power of popular cul-
ture to shape history and 
memory. For anyone inter-
ested in what it means to 
be southern, and Ameri-
can, this is a lively and en-
gaging read.  

Federal count shows drop in NCarolina homelessness
By Karrigan Mong 

CAROLINA PUBLIC PRESS

Official numbers are still 
coming in, but homeless-
ness in North Carolina ap-
pears to be decreasing 
overall, with a few excep-
tions, based on counts con-
ducted under a federal 
program in January. 

Each year during the last 
week of January, com-
munities across the coun-
try participate in a U.S. 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
program called the Point-

in-Time Count. 
According to the National 

Alliance to End Homeless-
ness, any community that 
receives federal funding 
from the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance 
Grants is required to con-
duct these annual counts. 
While the apparent decline 
in homelessness may seem 
like a positive trend, those 
who work with homeless 
populations express cau-
tion that the single-day 
counts aren’t necessarily 
the best measure, and, in 
some places, even those 
numbers are not improv-

ing. 
While the annual Point-in-

Time Counts must occur 
every year in January, 
North Carolina is more spe-
cific, requiring the count to 
be conducted throughout 
the state on January 30. By 
conducting the count in 
full during one day of the 
year, HUD hopes to provide 
a “snapshot” of the home-
less situation in the coun-
try, says Melissa McKeown, 
chief operating officer of 
Community Shelter of 
Union County in Monroe. 

HUD dictates that the 
count should include gath-

ering information to iden-
tify homeless individuals 
such as age, race, gender, 
household composition, 
sheltered or unsheltered, 
veteran status and if they 
are chronically homeless, 
among other identifying in-
formation. This data is 
compiled each year into 
the Annual Homeless As-
sessment Report to Con-
gress to assess the 
effectiveness of programs 
and policies, and work on 
ways to reduce the number 
of homeless Americans. 

Maegan Zielinski, director 
of the Wilmington-based 

Cape Fear Region Homeless 
Continuum of Care, said 
changing methodology is 
also a deficiency to the on-
going study as it makes it 
difficult to accurately com-
pare the data from year to 
year. Zielinski also points 
to the weather as a prohib-
iting factor. 

“The month of the count 
is typically the coldest 
month of the year, and on 
the 30th in particular, it 
was the coldest day of the 
year,” she said. “We have 
no control over this, as 
HUD sets the regulations. 
This means individuals 

might have been staying 
with friends or family or in 
a hotel for that particular 
time period, and we would 
have not been able to in-
clude them in our count. 
Individuals might have left 
the area and come back 
after the counting period.” 

However, the sheer 
number of participating 
agencies does allow for 
what McKeown calls a more 
complete story. However, 
some of the largest 
counties in the state, such 
as Mecklenburg, will not re-
lease their 2019 data until 
later in the year. 



Coppin State baseball finished 
a historic season of 24 wins. Now 
11 players are continuing their 
seasons at various summer 
leagues. 

Justin Banks, who made the All-
MEAC first team, will play for the 
Solano Mudcats of the California 
Collegiate League. 

Rising juniors Marcos Castillo 
and Derek Lohr are headed to the 
Alaska Baseball League, while in-
fielders Nick Martinez and Bran-
don Watkins are going to the 
South Florida Collegiate Baseball 
League.   

Daniel Alvarez, J.R. Heavilin, 
Ryan McWilliams and Bradley 
Tuttle will play in the Perfect 
Game Collegiate Baseball League. 
And recent graduates Erik Cross-
man and Branden Redfern will 
continue their careers in the 
Western Canadian Baseball 
League. 
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Coppin 
State sends 
11 players 
to leagues

Coach Frank Jacobs Jr. Day was held last week at a Long Ball – Durham game. The 
Rays, the name Mr. Jacobs picked for his team before he passed, released the last bal-
loon of victory after an 11-1 win.

HBCU FOOTBALL

Has Savannah State left 
yet? North Carolina Central 
baseball surely can’t wait to 
see the back of the Tigers as 
they leave the MEAC this 
season. 

The Eagles (21-28 overall, 
10-14 MEAC) tied with Sa-
vannah State and Bethune-
Cookman for third in the 
tough Southern Division. 
The Tigers won the tie-
breaker by virtue of a better 
head-to-head record and ad-
vanced to the MEAC tourna-

ment. 
NCCU has the 

misfortune of 
being in the 
tougher divi-
sion with Flor-
ida A&M, which 
won this year’s 
tournament 
and earned an 
NCAA auto-
matic bid; 
North Carolina 

A&T, which won the divi-
sion; Bethune-Cookman, 
and the Tigers. 

But don’t feel too sorry for 
baseball coach Jim Koerner, 
who still doesn’t have a 
MEAC championship ring 
after eight seasons, and 
whose teams haven’t qual-
ified for the tourney since 
2016. According to sources, 
baseball has the third-high-
est number of scholarships 
after football and men’s bas-
ketball. (What? They 
couldn’t win one more con-
ference game?) 

Championships aside, 
Korner can stay as long as 
he wants. The Major League 
Baseball Draft was this week 
and the Eagles have one 
draftee as of Wednesday. 
That makes two under 
Koerner’s leadership. 
Former pitcher Andrew Ver-
non was drafted by the Mil-
waukee Brewers in 2016. 

And this doesn’t include 
the number of players play-
ing for other professional 
teams.  

Koerner and his staff know 
how to recruit untapped tal-
ent like junior Corey Joyce 
who was picked by the De-
troit Tigers in the 12th 
round this week. 

“I’m forever blessed to 
have this opportunity to be 
able to represent the only 
school that gave me a 
chance out of high school,” 
Joyce said. “Thank you to all 
the people who have sup-
ported me along the way.” 

Savannah State’s depar-
ture will change the land-
scape and possibly the 
MEAC’s qualification rules. 
Whether that spells good 
news for NCCU remains to 
be seen but, really, does it 
matter? 

 
Hoppin’ June 
The hot weather isn’t the 

only thing hopping this 
month. Several Durham 
sporting events are on the 
horizon. 

The Durham Bulls Youth 
Athletic League playoffs 
begin this weekend, with the 
championship game set for 
June 13 at 6 p.m. at Long-
meadow Park on Liberty 
Street. 

Long Ball-Durham began 
its 11th season last week at 
the Durham Athletic Park. 
Games are Tuesday, Wed-
nesday and Thursday with 
doubleheaders starting at 6 
and 8:10 p.m. 

It’s been nothing but a 
blessing to see president Pat 
James and her staff run the 
league for this long with all 
the obstacles they’ve had to 
endure, especially from a 
skeptical black community. 
(That’s another story.) 

The league recently earned 
a $6,000 grant that almost 
put James in a “Holy Ghost” 
shout. “We needed hats, 
balls, uniforms and bats, 
and this came right on 
time,” she said. 

Long Ball (ages 13 to 18) 
continues where the DBYAL 
(ages 9 to 12) leaves off in 
the age group. 

For those who need a bas-
ketball fix, the Dons Basket-
ball League is ongoing at 
Lakeview School on Dear-
born Drive. The DBL is run 
like a professional league 
with a draft day and midsea-
son trades. Visit dblnba.com 
for schedule and teams. 

NCCU 
baseball 
still  
seeking  
elusive 
title

LONGBALL

Long Ball – Durham 
begins 11th season

Please see PRINCE/7A

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com

VUU ranked in preseason poll
For the first time since 

anyone can remember, Virginia 
Union is ranked in the Lindy’s 
Pre-Season Division II Poll.  

The Panthers are ranked No. 
25 after finishing 8-2 last sea-
son in the Northern Division.  

"We're extremely excited for 
what's to come in the 2019 sea-
son," VUU coach Alvin Parker 
said.  

"We understand that presea-
son rankings are great, but we 
must meet that expectation 
every Saturday this fall. Right 
now, our focus is on complet-

bring SWAC football into the 
homes of millions,” SWAC Com-
missioner Charles McClelland 
said. “We’re currently working 
towards solidifying additional 
games that will be released at a 
later date.” 

ESPNU also will televise the 
2019 Toyota SWAC Champion-
ship on December 7. 

 
N.C. Central   
Former Eagle and All-MEAC 

defensive back Mike Jones is on 
the preseason roster of the Win-
nipeg Blue Bombers of the Ca-
nadian Football League. 

 

ing summer workouts, followed 
by a great fall camp and our 
first opponent." 

The Panthers open the season 
Sept. 7 at Hampton. 

 
ESPN schedule 
ESPN released several key 

games in its early college slate. 
One of them is a prime SWAC 
matchup between Prairie View 
A&M and rival Jackson State on 
Oct. 24 at 7:30 p.m. to be 
broadcast on ESPNU. 

“We’re excited to be a part of 
the early release of ESPN college 
football games, and to once 
again partner with them to 

BONITTA 
BEST

RJ Prince doesn’t let anything 
get to him, including setbacks

ALBEMARLE — College 
comes and goes quickly, until 
you’re suddenly at draft day 
waiting on a call. You wait and 
wait and wait some more, but 
no calls come for three days. 
Turns out that coach – the one 
who didn’t like you – made 
his final play. He blackballed 
you, told teams that you 
aren’t worth the money. 
That’s all right, you won’t let 
anything get to you.  

Eventually the calls come 
through. The Jets look inter-
ested, but it falls through. The 
Raiders look interested, but 
that doesn’t last. You get a 
mini-camp invite from the 
Packers, but you get food poi-
soning on the first night and 
then they don’t even give you 
an exit interview.  

You won’t let it get to you. 
The Steelers come calling 
soon enough and turns out, 
they like you just as much as 
the colleges did. Even better: 
their Hall of Fame offensive 
line coach, Mike Munchak, 
likes you.  

But then that offensive line 
coach takes a head coaching 
job in Denver and suddenly, 

class every Wednesday 
through kindergarten and 
first grade, zoning laws made 
him move schools.  

At East Albemarle Elemen-
tary, he was different. He was 
suddenly the kid who was too 
fat. The kid who stuttered. It 
made him anxious and nerv-
ous to even be around his 
peers. He couldn’t read in 
class anymore. In eighth 
grade his anxiety peaked; he 
couldn’t talk to his peers at 
all. 

Now, it’s barely noticeable, 
if it even happens at all. No, 
instead of the stutter, he’s 
proud to speak.   

Something else about this 
RJ guy; he prays. It’s right 
there in his Facebook bio, “All 
glory to the (emojis symboliz-
ing most high)!” It’s on his 
neck, a gold chain with a del-
icate cross at the end of it. On 
a normal sized neck, it might 
look huge, on his it’s tiny. But 
his friends remind him of it, 
“Just remember, RJ, no matter 
what happens, He’s got you,” 
they say, pointing at that 
sliver of gold dangling above 
his chest.  

On Oct. 1, 2016, he was 

you’re cut. Chopped from the 
roster. The new coordinator 
doesn’t need you. 

You won’t let it get to you. 
Just two days later, the 
Ravens call and you’re signed 
in Baltimore before the week 
is over. A new challenge, 
somewhere to prove yourself 
again. Not to mention the pur-
ple, your favorite color. You 
will look good in that.  

Prince’s friends Lindsey and 
Sam like to call him a big 
teddy bear, and maybe that’s 
the best way to put it. If his 
friends call, he comes over 
immediately, just to hang out. 
When he says goodbye, he 
shakes your hand and pulls 
you in for a brotherly hug. He 
has a lot of friends now, 
whether it be Ethan Morris – 
who grew up down the street 
from him in Albemarle – or 
Luke Maye, the other Carolina 
kid with the great underdog 
story.  

That’s come with time 
though, those comfortable re-
lationships. When RJ was a 
kid, crying about jumping 
jacks and idolizing T.A., he 
was dealing with being an 
outcast, too. After being a 
normal kid, who read to the 

Coppin State won a program 
record 24 wins.

By Trent Brown 
UNC MEDIA HUB 

Please see NC CENTRAL/7A

The city of Richmond, Virginia, 
will again host the Metropolitan 
Junior Baseball League’s annual 
Inner City Classic. 

The 53-year-old nonprofit 
league will showcase the classic 
for the 29th straight season July 
30 through August 4. The cham-
pionships were last held in Rich-
mond from 2012-14. 

“We are extremely pleased with 
the support Henrico County and 
the city of Richmond’s recreation 
and parks are providing for the 
classic. We believe they have 
provided some of the best ven-
ues in the state for our partici-
pants to showcase their talents 
and to compete for titles,” MJBL 
Executive Director William For-
rester said. 

The MJBL boasts the motto 
“Preparing Our Youth for Suc-
cess.” Five age groups from 10-
under to 19-under will 
participate. 

The classic will also feature the 
popular Bobby Bonds Memorial 
Symposium, a think-tank for is-
sues that plague the black com-
munity. More details on the 
symposium will be announced at 
a later date. 

The opening ceremony on July 
30 will feature the skills show-
case and home run derby. Luis 
Bahamundi of the Illinois Pan-
thers in the 15U class and Isaiah 
Meaders of the Charlotte UBA 
Black Sox in 12U are the defend-
ing derby winners.   

The organization also presents 
the Pee Wee Robinson Award, 
which goes to an outstanding 
MJBL player 12 years old or 
younger.  Last year's winner was 
Brayden Jeffries of the Greens-
boro Big Cats.   

Richmond 
hosts junior 
baseball 
showcase

Please see MJBL/7A

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com
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praying even harder. His 
junior season, his first 
year as a starter, and the 
Tar Heels are playing in 
Tallahassee against a 
Seminoles team that had 
beaten them 15 times in 
the past 17 matchups. But 
this was a different era for 
UNC football, they won 11 
games the season before 
and were already 4-1.  

Carolina had dominated 
Florida State most of the 
game, up 28-14 going into 
the fourth quarter. Then, 
the Tar Heels gave up 21 
points in 11 minutes. Car-
olina was down, 35-34, 
with seconds left on the 
clock. Those damn toma-
hawk-chopping Florida 
boys were going to do it 
again.  

RJ stepped onto the field 
with the team with just 
four seconds on the clock 
and got ready to line up in 
his stance at right tackle. 
Normally, he was at right 
guard, but this was his 
spot long before he was a 
starting offensive line-
man. In special team sets, 
he lined up one place over, 
right in the line of fire of 
multiple smaller and 

Prince doesn’t let setbacks 
deter positive outlook

quicker men.  
Right before he had to 

throw all 300 pounds of 
himself at those men and 
keep them away from a 
small leather ball, RJ 
prayed. He prayed to all 
that is holy in the heavens 
above, to God and all of 
the angels that could pos-
sibly help him in the mo-
ment.  

The ball was snapped 
and two men in garnet and 
gold gave him everything 
they had, pouncing at him 
with the force of at least 5 
or 6 G forces. RJ took on 
those two men – and then 
another that got past his 
teammate – and he took 
one step back with them 
pressing on him. One step 
back, then he stood up 
straight and held his 
ground like a wall. Three 
men, trained hitters and 
tacklers and smashers, 
and he took them on like 
they were children.  

Tar Heel kicker Nick 
Weiler’s foot went through 
the ball smoothly as it was 
set on the ground, kicking 
it into the air just a little 
wide right at first. Oh God. 
Then that brown dot in the 
air curved right back in 
and hung between the up-

rights. Thank God. 
Those three guys hitting 

RJ turned around as the 
kick went up and their 
shoulders dropped like 
bags of bricks. A weight 
off of his shoulders, a 
weight onto theirs. The 
camera immediately set 
its eye on Weiler, who to-
mahawk-chopped his way 
50 yards down the field 
into Carolina history 
books. 

But right before the cam-
era turned away to the 
kicker, you might have no-
ticed No. 71 in Carolina 
blue and white take off. RJ 
saw that ball curve and 
started running like a 
maniac. He didn’t have to 
throw off the FSU players 
because they had already 
begun sulking away. They 
knew it. And, oh, he knew 
it.  

Things were just starting 
to get really good for the 
kid. The kid who was bul-
lied because he couldn’t 
read a book to his class-
mates. The kid who just 
wanted to be the man that 
every kid could look up to. 
You could hear the cheers 
all the way from Albe-
marle. The kid who didn’t 
let anything get to him. 

Continued from page 6A

NC Central coach 
opens basketball camps
Continued from page 6A

MEN 
N.C. Central 
Coach LeVelle Moton begins his summer basketball camps starting next week, 

June 10-13, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for 7-17 years old. The second camp is June 14-
15, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., for junior varsity and varsity teams. And the third is August 
3 from noon to 4:30 p.m. for grades 9-12. Call 530-6012. 

Andrew King was named the male recipient of the 2019 Nike Post-Graduate 
Scholarship. King graduated with a 4.0 GPA as a chemistry major with a minor 
in Spanish. He has been accepted into UNC-Chapel Hill’s chemistry Ph.D. pro-
gram. 

COURTESY

RJ Prince as a Tar Heel.

Team winners last year 
were  the 19U Charlotte 
Crushers, 17U Cedar 
Grove Red Sox, 15U  
Greensboro Bison, and 
12U Greensboro Big Cats.   

Games will be played at 
the Glen Allen Complex, 
Hotchkiss Field, Parker 

MJBL championships  
Field Annex, RF&P Sta-
dium, Hermitage High 
School, Tuckahoe Little 
League, Deep Run High 
School, Douglas Freeman 
High School and Klehr 
Field. 

“MJBL is excited to be 
headed back to Richmond. 
In the past, we have been 
welcomed with opened 

arms; this year is no dif-
ferent, and we expect 
another great event. We in-
vite the community to 
come out and witness the 
beauty of baseball ex-
pressed by these young-
sters,” board chairman 
Corey Nicholson said. 

Visit www.mjbl.org for 
more information. 

Continued from page 6A

By Bonitta Best 
editor@triangletribune.com

DURHAM – The Durham 
Sports Club honored the 
best and brightest stu-
dents in Durham high 
schools Wednesday at its 
annual Scholar-Athlete 
Awards Night Banquet. 

Each year, the club asks 
high school athletics direc-
tors to nominate a male 
and female scholar-athlete 
that excels not only on the 
field or court but in the 
classroom and the com-
munity as well.  

The students’ accolades 
are highlighted at the ban-
quet, and all 16 are put in 
the running for four col-
lege scholarships. This 
year’s class had an average 
unweighted GPA of 3.68 
and an average weighted 
GPA of 4.16. 

Durham Academy and 
Jordan High School made 
it a clean sweep. 

Two $1,500 Blunt-Brad-
shaw Sports Legends 
Scholarships – named after 
legendary Hillside High 
track coach Russell E. 
Blunt and Hornets football 
coach Willie Bradshaw – 
were awarded to Esme’ 
Wheeler of Jordan High 
and Neil Mosca of Durham 
Academy. 

The Mildred Barnes 
Scholarship, which goes to 
the top female scholar-ath-
lete, went to Durham 

Academy’s Anna West, 
while the Harold Straw-
bridge Scholarship for the 
boys was awarded to Jor-
dan’s Ben Miller. Both re-
ceived $3,000. 

The night was also the 
last banquet for Durham 
Public Schools athletics di-
rector Larry McDonald, 
who said he was retiring in 
September. McDonald had 
a few parting words for the 
students. 

“Never forget how you 
got here,” he said. “Always 
remember those who 
helped you be who you 
are, and don’t ever lose 
sight of where you’re 
going. Keep trying to 
dream big.” 

Television journalist and 
guest speaker Dwayne 
Ballen told the scholar-ath-
letes that the time for try-
ing to impress schools and 
admission counselors was 
over.  

“I know this from per-
sonal experience, I want 
you to do things because 
you care,” he said. “When 
you get to school, there 
will be other students just 
as accomplished. You will 
falter, but if you really 
care, then what’s right will 
come to you the way it’s 
supposed to.” 

 
Scholar-athletes: 
Durham Academy 
Anna West, Davidson 

Neil Mosca, Emory Uni-
versity 

 
Durham School  
of the Arts 
Audrey Tannous-Taylor, 

Oberlin College 
Peter Sumner, Berklee 

School of Music 
 
Hillside High 
Kristalynn Johnson, N.C. 

A&T State 
Miles Leathers, More-

house College 
 
Jordan High 
Esme’ Wheeler, Harvard 
Ben Miller, University of 

Pennsylvania 
 
Northern High 
Alyssa Stone, UNC-Wil-

mington 
Thomas Pritchard, New 

York University 
 
Riverside High 
Molly Woods, North Car-

olina State 
Myles Sanford, N.C. A&T 
 
Southern School of 

Energy and Sustainability 
Kyla Maynard, Florida 

A&M 
Taronald Beauford, Shaw 

University 
 
Voyager Academy 
Caroline Kujawa, UNC-

Chapel Hill 
Benjamin McQuaid, Bel-

mont Abbey College 

Durham’s best, brightest
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Journalist Louis Austin  
honored with North  
Carolina historical marker

An example that the pen 
is mightier than the sword 
is journalist Louis Austin, 
who advocated for and ad-
vanced social justice and 
civil rights as publisher of 
The Carolina Times news-
paper in Durham.  

The Halifax County 
native will be recognized 
with a N.C. Highway His-
torical marker on June 14, 
9 a.m., at 122 SE Railroad 
St., Enfield. 

The African American 
newspaper editor adopted 
positions on civil rights 
that countered those of 
Durham’s black middle-
class leadership. Austin 
identified with the philoso-
phy of W.E.B. Du Bois and 
Frederick Douglas, advo-
cates of protest.  

C.C. Spaulding, along 
with the leaders of North 
Carolina Mutual Life Insur-
ance Company and other 
leaders, were accommoda-
tionists aligned with the 
philosophy of Booker T. 
Washington. 

Austin began working for 
The Standard Advertiser 
while a student at the Na-
tional Training School in 
Durham (now N.C. Central 
University), a publication 
founded by Charles Arrant 
in 1921. He graduated in 
1922 and, in 1927, got a 
loan from Mechanics and 
Farmers Bank, bought the 
paper and changed the 
name to The Carolina 
Times. 

Along with Spaulding and 
N.C. Central founder James 

Shepard, Austin organized 
the Durham Committee on 
Negro Affairs, which 
helped to increase voter 
registration among blacks 
from 50 in 1929 to 3,000 in 
1939.  

Austin and others went 
on to challenge discrim-
inatory admissions policies 
at UNC-Chapel Hill in 1933, 
encouraged black veterans 
returning home from 
World War II to fight white 
supremacy, and called for 
direct action against dis-
crimination just one week 

before the 1957 sit-in at 
Royal Ice Cream in Dur-
ham.  

He was a model for civil 
rights leaders but did not 
endorse calls for black na-
tionalism. 

Austin died in 1971 and 
is buried in Durham. He 
has been recognized by 
historians as a key leader in 
the civil rights movement 
in Durham and across the 
state. 

For information on the 
highway marker ded-
ication, call (252) 673-0646.  

STAFF REPORTS 

  The Iota Iota Raleigh Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity held its fourth 
annual College Signing Day last month. Twenty-nine high school seniors 
from various high schools arrived at Wake Tech Northern Campus to de-
clare their respective college or university in the fall.  
  National College Signing Day was started by former first lady Michelle 
Obama in 2014 as part of the Reach Higher Initiative. The purpose is to 
inspire students to pursue and complete a post-secondary degree, 
whether through a four- or two-year college or industry recognized pro-
gram.  
  The basis of our program is to encourage high school seniors on the 
next phase of their academics, but also give them insight into what cam-
pus life will be like and what to expect. Undergraduate speakers from 
Fayetteville State University, William Peace College and East Carolina Uni-
versity spoke about their campus experiences and the importance of 
being focused on studies and immersed in activities.  

COURTESY

Iota Iota Raleigh 
chapter hosts College 
Signing Day 2019 

FRATERNITY NEWS

SUBMITTED BY QUANDO GERST 

COURTESY

Black on Black Project 
hosts mental health event

May was Mental Health Awareness Month and on May 30, the Block Gallery in down-
town Raleigh hosted a community conversation and panel discussion covering the 
topic. The event complemented artist Telvin Wallace's exhibition "I Feel Like That," 
which is on display at Block Gallery. It also featured representatives from the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness. The panel looked into the stigmas of mental health and of-
fered tips on how to work through it. Wallace uses his direct relationship with portraits 
to embrace the contentious impression of mental illness and the place it holds in so-
ciety. The exhibition was presented by Raleigh Arts and the Black on Black Project. 

MATHIAS BISHOP

The audience appreciated the opportunity to speak freely about mental health 
issues that affect the black community.

Fighting Back
Angela and June Provost, bottom left, hosted a meet and greet art auction fundraiser 

in Raleigh for black farmers. The Provosts helped inspire the documentary Queen 
Sugar, and are fighting for black farmers and family farms across the country.

MATHIAS BISHOP

Invited guests watch the documentary featuring the Provosts.

SCHOOL NEWS
WAKE COUNTY 
Ten graduating seniors 

received $500 scholarship 
grants from Wegmans 
Food Markets for its Em-
ployee Scholarship Pro-
gram, which helps 
employees along the path 
to higher education.  

Wegmans partnered with 
each school to select two 
students who exemplify 
the family-owned com-
pany’s values: caring, re-
spect, high standards, 
empowerment, and mak-
ing a difference.  

“We value making a dif-
ference in our community, 
and helping students suc-
ceed is one of our most im-
portant giving priorities,” 

said Wegmans Raleigh 
Store Manager Hallie Johns-
ton.  

“We’re happy to award 
honorary scholarships this 
year, and we look forward 
to celebrating the first class 
of Wegmans Raleigh em-
ployee scholarship recip-
ients in 2020.”  

Wegmans Raleigh opens 
on Sept. 29 at the Midtown 
East Shopping Center on 
Wake Forest Road near In-
terstate 440.  

Hiring is currently under-
way for part-time posi-
tions. Applicants may 
apply online at jobs.weg-
mans.com/raleigh or call 
984-960-5588 for more in-
formation. 

Scholarship recipients: 
Broughton High School 
Makayla Evans-Coleman 
Lekira Moore 
  
Cardinal Gibbons High  
Juliana Salcido 
Julia Ryan 
  
Enloe Magnet High  
Jean Marie Niyoyankunze 
Ananda Sciulli 
         
Millbrook Magnet High  
Roberto Alejandro  
Alvarenga Dias 
Michael Edward Brown 
         
Sanderson High  
Cameron Moore 
Anthony Jarvis  
  

We’re currently facing a 
huge public health crisis in 
which millions of people 
are living with early stage 
diabetes and don’t know it. 

According to the CDC, 
more than 30 million U.S. 
adults currently have dia-
betes. Even more scary, a 
third are prediabetic and 
most are undiagnosed. 

Think about it: Over 80 
million people walking 
around with early stage 
diabetes and most don’t 
know it.   

Diabetes is a disease in 
which blood sugar levels 
get too high. Most people 
have type 2 diabetes, 
which happens when the 
body loses its ability to 
properly use insulin, the 
hormone that help turns 
sugar into energy.  

High blood sugar levels 
can wreak havoc on blood 
vessels, tissues, and or-
gans. The damage can start 
long before you have 
symptoms. 

Symptoms for type 2 dia-
betes: frequent urination; 
feeling very thirsty; feeling 
hungry even if you’re eat-
ing; extreme fatigue; blurry 
vision; slow healing cuts or 
bruises; and tingling, pain 
or numbness in hands or 
feet. 

Over time, diabetes can 

Poor sleep bad for  
African Americans with  
undiagnosed diabetes

cause blindness, kidney 
failure, and can lead to 
lower limb amputation.  It 
can also increase your risk 
for a stroke or heart attack. 
Diabetes is devastating and 
can cut years off your life 
if left untreated. 

 
Blacks at greater risk  
The risk of diabetes is 77 

percent higher for African 
Americans than non-His-
panic white Americans. 
They’re also more likely to 
develop complications. Ex-
perts say genetic, environ-
mental, biological, and 
behavioral factors are at 
play.   

For starters, the tradi-
tional diet with popular 
dishes like macaroni & 
cheese increases your 
chances for obesity.  

It’s a diet that tends to be 
high in carbs and lack 
fiber, which can help con-
trol blood sugar.  

The situation is made 
worse by a lack of access to 
affordable healthy food, 
safe spaces for physical ac-
tivity, and quality health 
care.  

Also, troubling beliefs 
among African Americans 
don’t help. This includes a 
lack of trust in health care 
providers and a stigma 
surrounding diabetes.   

More recently, obesity 
has been highlighted as the 
biggest reason why the risk 

is so much higher.  Of par-
ticular concern, diabetes is 
rising in black youth ages 
10 to 19.   

 
Poorer sleep bad for  
diabetes prevention 
Similar to diabetes, we’re 

also facing a public health 
crisis for insomnia. Every 
night millions of people 
struggle with sleep. 

According to the CDC, 1 
in 3 Americans are sleep 
deprived.  For blacks, it’s 
even worse; 45% get less 
than seven hours of sleep 
compared to 33 percent of 
whites and Hispanics.   

Insomnia has long been 
suspected to be a risk fac-
tor for diabetes. Last year, 
researchers at Kaiser Per-
manente Center in Oregon 
reported the results of a 
study with 8,233 pre-dia-
betic patients.   

Those with insomnia had 
a 30 percent increased risk 
for developing diabetes, 
confirming it’s just as im-
portant as other traditional 
risk factors.   

 
 
 
Jason Wooden, a founder 

of BetterSleep-
Simplified.com, has worked 
for over 20 years in bio-
medical research and 
health care technology re-
search and development.   

 

By Jason Wooden 
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE 

MOVERS AND SHAKERS
NCDNCR 
Angela Thorpe has been named the new director of the N.C. African 

American Heritage Commission. Thorpe has been acting director since 
2018. 

 
Are you or someone you know a Mover and a Shaker? Drop us a line at 

Movers and Shakers, c/o The Triangle Tribune, 115 Market Street, Suite 
360G, Durham, NC 27701 or e-mail us at info@triangletribune.com. Pho-
tos welcome. 

Thorpe

Have a news tip? 
Email us at editor@triangletribune.com 


