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Norfolk State baseball
star is having no
sophomore jinx.

Former Raleigh
black business hub
gets an upgrade
By Lori D. R. Wiggins
CORRESPONDENT

RALEIGH – A local public relations company has plans for new
digs by renovating one of Raleigh’s oldest commercial buildings
that was once a prominent fixture in Raleigh’s black business
hub in the 1950s.
Valerie Fields of V.K. Fields & Company PR PROS has signed a
10-year lease at 515 S. Blount St. to house her agency’s operations this summer following a two-month renovation project expected to cost about $100,000. The agency also received a
$25,000 City of Raleigh Building Upfit Grant to revitalize the
building.
Fields and business partner Shelton Russell hosted a site tour
and walk-through Tuesday with potential general contractors
considering bidding on the project. “When we’re finished, I want
this project to inspire other entrepreneurs and business
owners,” Fields said. “I’m optimistic, encouraged and excited.
“Our company will have a presence in downtown Raleigh, and
will also have an opportunity to contribute to the history and
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Health
care for
kids
without
homes

Urban
League
releases
report
By LaMont Jones
DIVERSE ISSUES IN EDUCATION

Abolishing the electoral
college and broadening
voter-registration opportunities are among numerous
policy
changes
recommended by the National Urban League in its
2019 “State of Black America” report, an annual document that this year
focuses on protecting voting rights.
The report, “Getting 2
Equal: United Not Divided,” contends that a
combination of meddling
by Russia and domestic actions by state legislatures
and judges are racially motivated attempts to suppress voting among black
Americans.
“Our rights are under attack by forces that are
clever, sinister, diabolical
and intentional, and their
allies run from the Supreme Court of the United
States to state legislatures
all across the nation and
around the globe to allies
inside the Russian Federation,” wrote NUL president and CEO Marc H.
Morial.
The Brennan Center for
Justice, a partner in producing the new report,
said 25 states have added
voting restrictions since
2010, including 14 states
with more restrictive voter
identification laws in
place, 12 with laws making
it harder for citizens to
register, seven that reduced early-voting opportunities and three states
that made it harder to restore voting rights for
people with past criminal
convictions.
Brett Shafer, social media
analyst and communications officer for the German
Marshal
Fund’s
Alliance for Securing Democracy, another report
partner, suggested that rising power among black
voters has caused anxiety
among whites and is being
exploited by foreign saboteurs.
“The anonymity and audience
segmentation
baked into online social
networks has allowed Russia’s online provocateurs
to nimbly insinuate themselves into black activist
communities, where they
can, in their own words,
‘effectively aggravate the
conflict between minorities and the rest of the
population,’” Shafer wrote.
Morial described the developments as racist attempts at suppression that
have “coincided with a
surge in the diversification
of the electorate,” noting
that the 2020 electorate is
projected to be 66.7 percent white, down from
76.4 percent white in
2000.
Among the report’s policy recommendations:
• Prohibit distribution of
false information intended
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By Rose Hoban
N.C. HEALTH NEWS

MELISSA BOUGHTON

Andre’ Harris of Wake County participated in Second Chance Lobby Day.

Right and left find
common ground on
‘Second Chance’
legislation for ex-inmates
By Joe Killian
THE POLICY WATCH

More than 1,000 people descended on the state Legislative Building last week to
lobby for the Second Chance
Act, a bill they say will profoundly change the lives of
those with criminal charges or
convictions on their record.
Senate Bill 562 would automatically expunge criminal
charges that have been dismissed or disposed of as “not
guilty” after Dec. 1. It would

so many things in life,” said
Sen. Floyd McKissick, D-Durham, a primary sponsor of the
bill.
The bill was reported favorably out of the Senate Rules
committee Tuesday and is
scheduled for a floor vote
Wednesday. It has strong bipartisan support. “This is absolutely a bipartisan effort –
has been from the start,” said
Sen. Danny Britt, R-Robeson,
another of the bill’s primary
sponsors. “What this is really

Please see CHANCE/2A

91-year-old receives honorary
bachelor’s degree from Shaw
By Lucera Parker
SHAW PUBLIC RELATIONS

RALEIGH – Two hundred enthusiastic Shaw University
graduates crossed the Red Hat
Amphitheater stage to accept
their diplomas last weeknd at
the university’s spring commencement ceremony.
A stirring message from keynote speaker Everette Taylor
and the conferring of two honorary degrees were among the
highlights of the event.
Shaw conferred its first-ever
honorary Bachelor’s degree to
Ms. Margaret W. Tyson, 91, in
social work. Ms. Tyson was unable to complete her Shaw
education in the 1950s, and
went on to defy all the predictions that she would never
walk, marry, drive or get a job.
Refusing to let the difficulties associated with her
cerebral palsy deter her from
her goals, Ms. Tyson worked
as a certified group home
counselor in Connecticut for
20 years and was recognized
for her outstanding job performance and work ethic.
Shaw University President
Paulette Dillard said: “With all
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also allow people to petition to
have all non-violent felony
convictions expunged after 10
years of good behavior.
That will help people with
records avoid employment
and housing discrimination,
the bill’s supporters say, getting them back to work and
making it easier for them to
move on with their lives and
make a contribution to society. “When they’re out there, it
can be a barrier to employment; it can be a barrier to
housing, it can be a barrier to
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SHAW UNIVERSITY

Ms. Margaret W. Tyson, 91, was honored with a B.S. in social
work.
her accomplishments, there
was one thing Ms. Tyson always desired, and that was to
receive her degree from Shaw
University.”
Honorary Bachelor degrees
are rarely conferred, and Ms.
Tyson received hers “due to
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her tenacity, resilience, and
unwavering commitment to
service,” Dillard said.
Ms. Tyson was “very excited
and honored” to receive her diploma, and her daughter, Sharon Lewis, said: “This will have
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When Michael Absher was a
senior in his Hendersonville
high school, he lived in a
homeless shelter. Absher,
now 28, stayed there for
about a year after his mom
had mental health issues and
his grandmother, with whom
he had been living, died.
“It was a really stressful
time,” he said during a
phone interview Wednesday.
Once he was out of school,
Absher started Only Hope
WNC, a not-for-profit organization that supports homeless youth in his home
county of Henderson, as well
as in Buncombe and Transylvania counties. So, he’s
been talking with his local
state representatives about a
bill to make it easier for
young people who are homeless and living without the
input or guidance of an adult
to have an easier time accessing health care.
“You made my day,” he
said. “I did not know that it
made it to the [House] floor.”
The bill, HB 613, handily
passed the House of Representatives by a margin of 9617 last week, ahead of a
legislative deadline that requires bills to clear one
chamber or else die for the
remainder of the legislative
biennium.
The Essential Services for
Homeless Youth bill would
make it easier for kids who
are “unaccompanied” by any
adults in their lives to more
easily receive basic medical
care, including physical
screening exams so they can
play school sports, and receive mental health, dental
and vision services. In the
past, with no adult to provide consent, these homeless
kids instead went without, or
ended up in emergency departments.
In a meeting of the Homelessness, Foster Care and Dependency Committee last
week, bill sponsor Susan
Fisher, D-Asheville, laid out
eye-popping statistics on
homelessness among North
Carolina’s young people.
“Public schools in North
Carolina identified 2,650 unaccompanied
homeless
youth enrolled in school in
the 2017 school year,” she
told the committee. “This
was an increase of 8 percent
over the previous year.”
She explained that these
numbers only count youth
who are enrolled in school
and who school staff know to
be homeless and unaccompanied. “Real numbers are
much higher than that,”
Fisher told the committee.
“While public schools identified 18,364 unaccompanied homeless youth in the
2016-17 school year, the
largest national study of
homelessness in youth
found that 700,000 youth
under the age of 18 experi-
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Common ground found
on ‘Second Chance’ day
Continued from page 1A
about is a jobs bill. This is
a bill that opens doors for
folks who made a mistake
at one point in their lives,
and they’ve learned from
that mistake.”
Close to $87 billion is
lost due to people being
unable to reenter the job
market, Britt said. It makes
much more sense to get
those people back into the
market, he said, which
would also help reduce recidivism rates.
A recent University of
Michigan study, the first
major empirical study of
expungement laws, found
that within a year, on average, those whose charges
are expunged saw their
wages go up by more than
20 percent. The gain, according to the study, was
mostly driven by unemployed people finding
work and minimally employed people finding
steadier positions. The
study also found the crime
rate for those who have
had their charges or convictions expunged is significantly lower than the
general population.
The N.C. Second Chance
Alliance – which includes
the N.C. Justice Center,
parent organization of N.C.
Policy Watch – helped organize the more than 1,000
directly-impacted people
who came to Raleigh last
week to speak to lawmakers and share their
personal experiences.
Poet Williams was one
such voice. After being
convicted of non-violent
misdemeanors in college,
he had trouble finding
housing and employment.
From his conviction in
2011 until 2017, he said he
was unable to find a job as
friends without records
didn’t find themselves
passed over by employers.
He searched in Durham,
Raleigh
and
Guilford
counties, but found employers everywhere unwill-

ing to even interview him.
“I was unable to get even a
single call back,” he said.
The Second Chance Act
will help eliminate some of
the barriers faced by
people like him, he said,
who are coming out of
prison or who want to
move on after relatively
minor charges.
“We should be making
the playing field as even as
possible for people returning home and those who
just made mistakes like I
did and want to be able to
continue their lives,” Williams said. “Whether it’s
educationally or in the
work force, they want to
try to improve and try to
do better.”
Lynn Burke was able to
turn her life around after
convictions for forgery and
larceny 25 years ago, but it
was much harder than it
should have been, she
said. After serving two
years in prison, she returned home determined
to move on with her life
and raise her four children.
But finding a job was difficult.
Most women who are
convicted of felonies aren’t
reunited with their children, Burke said, and those
who are find it difficult to
keep them. “No one will
give you a job with a felony
conviction,” Burke said.
“No one will give you a
place to live.”
Burke started her own
business
delivering
flowers and kept her
family together. All of her
children went to college
and good careers, she is
proud to say – and then
she did, too. But it wasn’t
easy.
She went back to school,
getting a B.S. in social work
from N.C. State and a
paralegal certification from
Meredith College, which
led her to law school at
North Carolina Central University. But even with a law
degree, her conviction pre-

vented her from being admitted to the North Carolina Bar. She became a
member of the Washington, D.C., Bar in 2012.
Now she’s working to
change the system, to be
sure others coming out of
prison don’t face what she
did. “Many individuals can
find themselves released
from prison but locked out
of work and a place to
live,” she said. “The reality
is that many people exiting
our criminal justice system
find themselves on the
fringes of society because
they can’t access the basic
essentials needed to become
a
productive
member of our communities.”
There has been little organized resistance against
the bill, though Sen. Harry
Brown, R-Onslow, said he
has concerns a dramatic
increase in the number of
expungements could lead
to a lot of extra work for
clerk of courts offices like
the one in which his wife
works in Onslow County.
McKissick
said
that
should not be a problem.
“We’ve made the portion of
the bill dealing with automation of dismissals and
not guilty charges effective
July 1, 2020,” McKissick
said. “There’s sufficient
time for the Administrative
Office of the Courts to do
whatever is necessary from
the automation perspective to simplify the mechanical task. So we do not
believe it will be a burden
or a hardship.”
There was some initial
confusion as to whether
the bill would cover things
like driving citations,
McKissick said, which led
to the thought it would
create a constant stream of
people trying to get those
expunged. The bill does
not, however, cover traffic
or driving offenses of that
type, McKissick said, or
DUI charges.

Shaw bestows honorary
degree on 91-year-old
Continued from page 1A
a very strong impact on
our entire family, because
she is our matriarch. My
mother has overcome so
much, and lived a full and
exemplary life. It’s wonderful to see her receive
this well-deserved recognition after so long.”
Several other family
members also were present, including two nieces,
Jean Mackey and Diane
Ortiz; son-in-law Todd
Lewis; grandson James
Coneita;
great-nephew
Dwayne Ortiz and fiancee
Carla Hunt; and greatgreat-nephew
Deandre
Ortiz.
Dillard also conferred
the honorary Doctor of
Humane Letters degree on
Taylor for “meritorious
contributions to human
society and the welfare of
humanity.”
Trustee Jermaine Simmons cited the body of
work that earned Taylor
this recognition, saying:
“Sharing his personal
story of resilience and
overcoming adversity, he
imparts his views on
thought leadership, entrepreneurship, marketing,
startups, mental health,
and diversity.”
Forbes, Fortune Magazine, and Black Enterprise
have hailed Taylor, a “serial entrepreneur,” for his
marketing prowess. In
down-to-earth
fashion,
Taylor “kept it real” while
telling graduates how he
had been homeless, “sitting in my car, freezing,
going to the library to seek
shelter.”
It was during one of
those trips to the library
that he learned about Mark
Zuckerberg and Facebook,
and that it was possible to
make money without
being a “baller or a
rapper.”
Taylor recounted how,
with this new perspective,
he focused on what he
knew and was passionate
about rather than perceived
disadvantages,
which led to his starting
and selling five milliondollar companies before

the age of 30.
Stating the poem “Invictus” as a source of encouragement, Taylor told the
graduates: “When you step
out of here, you will be at
a disadvantage in so many
ways, but what you will
not do is be a victim. What
you will not do is make excuses. What you will not
do is settle for mediocrity.
“Overcoming adversity
is in our blood; we are
built for this. When you
are dealing with life’s
struggles,
remember
today. Keep that same
passion, that same fire,
that same energy. And remember, you’re built for
this, because you are a
Shaw University graduate.”
In a challenge to his fel-

low graduates, outgoing
Student Government Association president Ryan
Wright told his fellow
graduates: “Don’t complain. God has promised
that He will always be with
us, He will reign forever,
He is our refuge and help
in trouble.”
Wright then led the class
in an impromptu chorus
of the gospel song “Never
Would Have Made It” before continuing.
“We have walked Shaw’s
historic grounds and left
things better than they
were before. We have had
excellent role models who
believed in us, encouraged
us, and inspired us. Don’t
complain. Let’s go forth
and do great things.”

LORI D.R. WIGGINS

Aisha Sarfo, left, vice president of The Daniele Company, discusses architectural plans with
Weeks Turner Architecture associate Jean-Paul Garnett and Valerie Fields.

Former black business hub
gets an upgrade
Continued from page 1A
legacy of this community,”
she added. “It is just a winwin.”
For decades, the owner
of the building, Chris Hinton, ran a photography studio there, just as his father
J. D. Hinton did before him.
Hinton was paralyzed in an
automobile accident in
2017 that injured his spinal cord. He remains interested in preserving the
building, but needed a
partner, Fields said.
“We just didn’t have the
finances or the personnel
for the business to carry on
when someone is sick,”
said Hinton, who continues
rehabilitation
therapies
and acknowledges, “I may
never do photography
again.” “For Valerie to
come in with the vision
and really want to do
something with the building, I’m all for that.”
Located southeast of the
Capitol, the building is in
the Prince Hall Historic District, a mixed-use area African Americans have made
home with residences,
churches and businesses
since
Reconstruction.

Many newly-freed slaves
were attracted to the area
by the nearby establishment of Shaw University in
1865. That area around
South Blount Street, including Cabarrus and Lenoir
streets, also is only a few
blocks south of Hargett
Street, which was the black
commercial business district during segregation.
“The city is excited anytime we can assist small
businesses with their upfits and renovations to
their spaces,” said Tiffany
Hall McNeill, the business
retention and expansion
manager for the City of Raleigh. “Of course, we’re
especially excited about
the revitalization of this
building in the Prince Hall
District.”
The Prince Hall District is
one of 19 priority areas for
economic
development
identified by the city in its
comprehensive plan as
places that have lacked investment in the past,
McNeill said.
Aisha Sarfo, vice president of The Daniele Company, a Durham-based
general contracting and

construction management
firm considering bidding
on the project, toured the
building Tuesday for the
black- and woman-owned
company founded by her
mother 25 years ago.
“We always like to help
the community and restore
historical buildings in the
area,” Sarfo said. “Not only
are the buildings being revitalized, they are being revitalized by people who
historically are part of the
community.”
According to an architectural drawing by Weeks
Turner Architecture, PA,
the street-front building
will open into a reception
area, supported by a conference room, five offices,
and photo/video studio.
There also will be a break
room, bathroom and storage areas.
Before landing the project, Weeks Turner architect
Jean-Paul Garnett had
driven past the historic
building weekly along
work routes.
“I would like to see every
last building renovated, redone, occupied, and open;
revitalized,” Garnett said.

Urban League annual report
addresses voting rights,
voter suppression
Continued from page 1A
to dissuade people from
voting.
• Create a national commission to work with a special prosecutor to identify
and eliminate foreign interference in voting.
• Eliminate strict, discriminatory voter ID requirements.
• Eliminate purges of
voter rolls based on failure
to vote or failure to respond to mailed documents.
• Eliminate the Electoral
College and replace it with
popular election of presidents through states’ par-

ticipation in the National
Popular Vote Interstate
Compact.
• Allow automatic, online
and same-day voter registration.
• Restore voting rights to
convicted felons immediately after their sentences
are completed.
• Combat computer tampering by requiring paper
verification of ballots in
federal elections.
• Conduct post-election
audits to compare the
paper records to computerized results when necessary.
• Enact the Voting Rights

Advancement Act, which
restores the full enforcement protections of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.
• Establish incentives for
states to improve cybersecurity around election systems.
“I think this is a powerful
set of recommendations,”
said Dewey M. Clayton,
professor of political
science and a critical race
scholar at the University of
Louisville. “There are a lot
of things we can do and we
need to take them seriously and put them in
place.”
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LCHC Foundation
raises $61,000
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Bill to help homeless kids
get health care passes
House
Continued from page 1A
ence homelessness … each
year.”
Fisher pointed out the
kids are not in foster care
but simply living on their
own, whether because of
parental drug use, incarceration, mental health issues, even death. She
explained kids might hide
their status from school officials because they don’t
want to be placed in foster
care.
“Suicide is a very high
risk for homeless unaccompanied youth, prescription drug misuse,
very high risk for homeless
youth who are unable to
access mental health services and treatment, and instead use substances as a
coping mechanism,” she
said.
Those statistics were
echoed by Johnnye Waller,
an assistant superintendent of the Lee County
Schools, who attended last
week’s committee hearing.
“At this point, we have already identified 320 homeless students with 68 of
those also identified as unaccompanied,” she said
about Lee County. “Our
district should far exceed
this number by the end of
the year.”
She explained that federal law allows a school
district to enroll children
without adult involvement
into school, “however, we
cannot get them access to

basic health care needs
that are so important to
their welfare.”
After Waller and others
testified about the need for
the bill, Rep. John Torbett,
R-Stanley, leaned forward.
“You kind of sucked the air
out of my lungs when you
said 300 kids,” he said.
“What do they do? Where
do they sleep at night?”
Waller responded these
kids often couch surf, live
in shelters, in cars, in
trailer and RV parks, and
doubled up with friends.
“They may not know tomorrow where they may
be staying,” she responded. “It’s a whole
gamut.”
After passing through the
committee on a unanimous vote last week, the
bill was debated on the
floor of the House, where
some members expressed
concerns that the federal
definition of homelessness
has caused some school
districts to spend extra
money on busing.
“According to the federal
definition of homelessness, if a person … even
moves in with their grandparents or parents, they
are classified as homeless
and they have to be transported to their school of
origin,” said Rep. Allen
McNeill, R-Asheboro, who
previously served on the
Randolph County school
board. “It seems to me
we’re using the same defi-

nition of homelessness
here, and I think we’re fixing to do something here
that probably has some
unintended
consequences.”
Sponsored video
“I know [the bill sponsors’] heart is in the right
place,” said Rep. Donna
White, R-Clayton, who also
objected to using the federal definition of homelessness. She argued that a
child could be declared
homeless, “if they just declare they don’t want to be
living with momma and
daddy anymore.”
But Michael Absher, who
now serves on the school
board in Henderson, said
that he has involvement
with as many as 1,500
homeless youths in his
three-county area each
year, and the vast majority
have no parents in their
lives because those parents have abdicated their
responsibilities.
“A lot of the parents that
I’ve worked with really
don’t care,” he said, sighing. “Or they claim that
they care but they don’t
want to be there, they only
care when it’s convenient
for them.
“I’ve been at this for nine
years … and I probably
have met four or five kids
that just totally just didn’t
want to be at home,”
Absher said. “Out of all
those, there was something else going on.”

Nation’s racial wealth divide
worsens with federal tax cuts
By Charlene Crowell
NNPA
If you’re like me, every
time you hear a news reporter or anchor talk about
how great the nation’s
economy is, you wonder
what world they are living
in. Certainly these journalists are not referring to the
ongoing struggle to make
ends meet that so much of
black America faces. For
every daily report of Wall
Street trading or rising corporate profits, you’re reminded that somebody
else is doing just fine financially.
“Ten Solutions to Close
the Racial Wealth Divide” is
jointly authored by the Institute for Policy Studies,
Ohio State University’s Kirwan Institute for the Study
of Race and Ethnicity, and
the National Community
Reinvestment Coalition.
This
insightful
and
scholarly work opens with
updates on the nation’s
nagging and widening racial wealth divide. It then
characterizes solutions offered as one of three approaches:
programs,
power, and process.
According to the authors,
programs refer to new government programs that
could have a major impact
on improving the financial
prospects of low-wealth
families. Power refers to
changes to the federal tax
code that could bring a
much-needed balance to
the tax burden now borne
by middle- and low-income
workers. Process refers to
changes to the way government operates in regard to
race and wealth.
“For far too long, we have
tolerated the injustice of a
violent, extractive and ra-

cially exploitive history
that generated a wealth divide where the typical
black family has only a
dime for every dollar held
by a typical white family,”
said Darrick Hamilton, report co-author and executive director of the
Kirwan Institute for the
Study of Race and Ethnicity at The Ohio State University.
From 1983-2016, the median black family saw their
wealth drop by more than
half after adjusting for inflation, compared to a 33
percent increase for the
median white household.
Keep in mind that these
years include the Great Recession that stole nearly $1
trillion of wealth from
black and Latinx families,
largely via unnecessary
foreclosures and lost property values for those who
managed to hold on to
their homes.
Fast forward to 2018,
and the report shares the
fact that the median white
family had 41 times more
wealth than the median
black family, and 22 times
more wealth than the median Latinx family. Instead
of the $147,000 that median white families owned
last year, black households
had $3,600.
When Congress passed
tax cut legislation in December 2017, an already
skewed racial wealth profile became worse. “White
households in the top 1
percent of earners received $143 a day from the
tax cuts while middle-class
households (earning between
$40,000
and
$110,000) received just
$2.75 a day,” the report
states. “While the media
coverage of the tax pack-

age and the public statements of the bill’s backers
did not explicitly state that
it would directly contribute to increasing the racial
wealth divide, this was the
impact, intended or otherwise.”
With the majority of
today’s black households
renting instead of owning
their homes, escalating
rental prices diminish, if
not remove, the ability for
many consumers of color
to save for a home down
payment. As reported by
CBS News earlier this year,
the
national
average
monthly cost of fair market rent in 2018 was
$1,405.
Recent research by the
National
Low-Income
Housing Coalition on
housing
affordability
found that more than 8
million Americans spend
half or more of their incomes on housing, including over 30 percent of
blacks and 28 percent of
Hispanics.
Homeownership, according to the Center for Responsible
Lending,
remains a solid building
block to gain family
wealth. The CRL’s proposed remedy in March 27
testimony to the Senate
Banking Committee is to
strengthen
affordable
housing in both homeownership and rentals. To increase greater access to
mortgages, the CRL further
advocates low down payment loans.
“The nation’s housing finance system must ensure
access to safe and affordable mortgage loans for all
creditworthy borrowers,
including low- to moderate-income families and
communities of color.”

COURTESY

Left to right: Dr. Oveta McIntosh-Vick and Dr. Veronica Ray.
DURHAM – The Lincoln Community Health Center Foundation held its Seventh Annual Legacy Luncheon on May 10, at the Washington Duke Inn.
The event raised over $61,000 for patient services at Lincoln Community Health
Center, and more than 300 persons attended. The co-honorees were Dr. Oveta McIntosh-Vick and Dr. Veronica Ray, both of Lincoln Community Health Center. Proceeds
from the luncheon will be used to support two new programs at Lincoln: Centering
Parenting, which is a support program for new mothers and their babies; and a home
blood pressure monitoring program for almost 8,000 patients seen annually at Lincoln
with hypertension.
Lincoln Community Health Center has served Durham since 1971, providing primary
and preventive health care to an underserved, low-income population. Lincoln traces
its history to the original Lincoln Hospital established in 1901.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

INTERNET

Struggling with DRUGS or ALCOHOL? Addicted to Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As
PILLS? Talk to someone who cares. Call The Addiction $14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High
Hope & Help Line for a free assessment. 888-537-9106 Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music
and More! Call Earthlink Today 1-866-887-0237
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And Your Family
May Be Entitled To Significant Cash Award. Call 844299-2498 for Information. No Risk. No Money Out Of
Pocket.

COMPUTER SVCS.
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON
SITE! Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home repair/On-line
solutions . $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 844-401-1673

FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, Traps, Kits, Mattress
Covers. DETECT, KILL, PREVENT. Available: Hardware
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com

HEALTH SVCS
Accurate, convenient preventive health screenings
from LifeLine Screening. Understand your risk for heart
disease, stroke, and more before symptoms. Special:
5 vital screenings only $149! 855-634-8538

MEDICAL SERVICES

The support you need to ﬁnd quality

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS
A Place for Mom has helped over one million families ﬁnd
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you!

CALL (855) 399-9881
! We’re paid by our partner communities

This is real dental insurance from
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
that helps pay for over 350 procedures –
cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.
• No annual maximum, no deductible
• See any dentist you want – including
your own
• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day
Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

1-844-496-8601

LIFE CREDIT
SERIOUS ILLNESS?
You May Qualify for a Living Bene昀t Loan

Have you been diagnosed with cancer or another
serious medical condition? Do you have at least
$75,000 of life insurance?
Through our program you can borrow money from
your life insurance and receive up to 50% of your
policy’s death bene昀t today.

Call today to see if you qualify.

1-855-402-5487

AW18-1023

MISCELLANEOUS
Financial Benefits for those facing serious illness. You
may qualify for a Living Benefit Loan today (up to 50
percent of your Life Insurance Policy Death Benefit.)
Free Information.
CALL 1-855-402-5487

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing a
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-888-989-4947! FREE
Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)]

LEGAL NOTICES
REQUEST FOR LETTERS OF INTEREST (RFLOI) BY THE
TOWN OF CARRBORO TO ENGAGE QUALIFIED
PRIVATE ENGINEERING FIRMS TO PROVIDE DESIGN
SERVICES FOR THE SOUTH GREENSBORO STREET
SIDEWALK
PROJECT C-5650
Letters of Interest will be received by the Town of
Carrboro 301 West Main Street, Carrboro, North
Carolina 27510 until 3:00 June 11, 2019. The desired
services include professional engineering/design
services for the South Greensboro Road Sidewalk
Project.
The South Greensboro Street sidewalk is an
approximately 5-foot wide concrete sidewalk that
will extend approximately 3100 linear feet along
one side of South Greensboro Street (SR 1919),
from the northern end of Old Pittsboro Road, along
the new roundabout, at the intersection of Two
Hills Drive, through the NC 54 Bypass underpass
and on to Smith Level Road until its terminus at
Public Works Drive. The project includes but is not
limited to grading, paving, drainage, curb &
gutter, and sidewalk marking.
The primary and/or subconsultant firm(s) shall be
pre-qualified by NCDOT to perform all tasks
necessary for construction engineering and
inspection services for a federally-funded, NCDOTadministered multi-use path construction project
(hereinafter called the “desired services”). Firms
shall be pre-qualified for the following work codes:
•00269--Urban Roadway Design
•00341--Roadway
Lighting
•00235--SUE (Subsurface Utility Engineering)
•00199--Route Location Surveys
•00433--Tier I Basic Hydrologic and Hydraulic Design
•00294--Roadway
Foundation Investigation & Design
•00296--Retaining
Wall Investigation and
Design
•00364--MSE Retaining
Wall Design
•00207--Signal Design
•00155--Pavement
Marking Plans

•00032--Categorical
Exclusions
•00243--Threatened
and Endangered
Species Survey &
Studies
•00152--Pavement
Design
•00070---Erosion and
Sediment Control Design
•00270--Utility Coordination
•00194--Right of way
Negotiators
•00192--Right of way
Appraisals
•00013--Appraisal Review
•00316--Multi-use Trail
Design, Survey & Layout
•00132--Landscape &
Street Design

Instructions for submitting letters of interest may be
obtained
from
the
Town’s
website:
http://www.townofcarrboro.org/967/BidOpportunities. Any questions regarding these
documents should be addressed to Tina Moon,
Planning
Administrator
at
cmoon@townofcarrboro.org or 919-918-7325.

dental50plus.com/ncpress
The Town of Carrboro reserves the right to reject
any and all proposals.
*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E;
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
AW19-1034
6197

HEALTH SVCS
Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can help
get you approved! No money out of pocket! 855-4045388

HEALTH/WELLNESS OR MISC
Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain freedom with a
Portable Oxygen Concentrator! No more heavy tanks
and refills! Guaranteed Lowest Prices! Call the
Oxygen Concentrator Store: 855-969-1456
Finally, affordable hearing aids!! High-quality Nano
hearing aids are priced 90% less than other brands.
Buy one/get one free! 60-day free trial. 866-629-1642

HOME IMPROV
Roof Repair - Integrity Roofing and Construction –
Quality you can trust. We specialize in ASPHALT ROOF
REPLACEMENT.
Reliable
and
Satisfaction
Guaranteed. Financing Available. Call us today and
schedule your no obligation quote. Receive 10% off
any roof project when you mention this ad. 919-5259614 www.Integrityroofandconstruction.com
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY updates!
We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation: 844-376-0084
ENERGY SAVING NEW WINDOWS! Beautify your home!
Save on monthly energy bills with NEW WINDOWS
from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest.
Restrictions apply 888-676-0813
AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING! Beautify your home! Save
on monthly energy bills with beautiful NEW SIDING
from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest.
Restrictions apply 877-731-0014

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR LETTERS OF INTEREST AND
STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES
RFQ #19-040
The County of Durham, North Carolina requests
letters of interest and statements of qualifications
from
individuals
to
provide
Professional
Engineering Services to The Snow Hill Pump Station
Project.
An electronic copy of this Request for
Qualifications (RFQ) can be obtained from
Durham County’s eBid System located under Bid
Opportunities at
http://www.dconc.gov/government/departments
-f-z/finance/bid-opportunities.
Proposers can
download a copy of the solicitation and all
addenda without registering in the system.
However, in order to automatically receive email
notifications of solicitations and addenda issued
by the Purchasing Division, Proposers MUST register
in the eBid system.
Letters of Interest and Statements of Qualifications
will be received by the Purchasing Division until
2:00 P.M., Eastern Time on May 21, 2019 in
accordance with applicable provisions of North
Carolina General Statutes and Durham County
Ordinances and policies.
The County reserves the right to reject any and all
letters of interest or any portions thereof, or select
the letters which in its opinion, are in the best
interest of the County.

Visit us online to put your
Classified ad in the paper!
www.triangletribune.com/
main/classifieds
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AROUND THE TRIANGLE
RALEIGH
BUDGET
Wake County Commissioners will hold two public hearings on Wake
County public schools
budget: May 20, 2 p.m.,
Wake Co. Justice Center,
301 S. McDowell St.; and at
7 p.m., Wake Co. Commons Bldg., 4011 Carya
Drive.
STOCK SHELVES
Salvation Army of Wake
County is holding its Stock
the Shelf event May 21,
6:30-9 p.m., Center of
Hope, 1863 Capital Blvd.

COURTESY

Pastor Shawn J. Singleton and wife Andrea.

Martin Street prepares
to celebrate 150 years
By Adrienne Silvey
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

RALEIGH — In 1869, a determined group of black
Christians recognized the
need for a place to worship
in their East Raleigh neighborhood.
It was a mere three years
after the end of the Civil
War, and the closest
church that welcomed
black people was not easily
accessible to a community
with limited transportation.
These men and women,
calling themselves “The
Baptist Interest Group,” initiated worship services in a
neighborhood shoe shop
and in homes of members.
In time, the vision of these
COURTESY
founders became Martin Martin Street Baptist records first radio broadcast in
Street Baptist Church, a
house of worship that has 1949.
stood on 1001 E. Martin
Street since the early years who it is now, through the future.”
grace of God; and its viFor information about
of the 20th century.
Throughout the year, sion, through faith in MSBC, call (919) 833-9756
MSBC will celebrate its Christ, for an even greater or access martinstreetbap150th year with several future. The exhibit will run tist.org or follow on us on
Facebook or Twitter. For inmemorable events. The from June 1-9.
“We are very excited to quiries about our 150th antheme for the celebration
celebration,
is “Rejoicing in Our Roots, celebrate 150 years of love niversary
us
at
Praise for Our Present and and service to this com- email
munity, city, county and msbc150@gmail.com.
Faith for Our Future.”
The City of Raleigh MuOn June 1, MSBC will state,” Pastor Shawn J. Sinpresent an exhibit at the gleton said. “The exhibit seum is located at 220 FayCity of Raleigh Museum. will allow the public to etteville St., in the heart of
Through a collection of ar- share with the church as it downtown Raleigh. Hours
tifacts and images, visitors rejoices in its roots, shows are Tuesday through Satwill learn about the praise for its present and urday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
church’s illustrious past; demonstrates faith in its Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m.

POLL

70% say opioid
crisis has
affected
congregation
By Nadia Ramlagan
N.C. NEWS SERVICE

RALEIGH – North Carolina's clergy are gathering
in cities across the state to
talk about the opioid crisis.
A recent survey found
more than 70 percent of
clergy in North Carolina
say their congregations
have been affected by
opioids.
Barriers to accessing substance abuse and mentalhealth resources make
church one of the first
places people turn to for
help with addiction. Elizabeth Brewington, opioid response
program
coordinator with the N.C.
Council of Churches, is organizing the clergy breakfasts. She said clergy are
often working to meet the
needs of their congregation, and may not have the
time to get educated on
substance-abuse disorders
in order to better help
people struggling with
opioid addiction.
"There are so many ways
churches can get involved,
I should say. If a church
has a van, they can drive
people to meetings or
drive people to treatment
centers. There's an example of a church knitting
group that was able to knit
bags for naloxone," Brewington said. "Many people
have lost so much. So having faith communities be a
source of healing would be
huge."
The first clergy breakfast
was held on May 7 at The

Episcopal Church of the
Advocate in Chapel Hill.
Future breakfasts will be in
Greensboro,
WinstonSalem, Asheville, Wilmington, Boone and several
other cities this month and
next.
The Rev. Kelly Carpenter
is senior pastor at Green
Street United Methodist
Church in Winston-Salem.
A few years ago, his congregation started a needleexchange
program.
Carpenter pointed out that
while his church is vocal
about educating people on
the nature of opioid addiction and welcoming to
people who use drugs or
are in recovery, many
churches are hesitant.
"Churches are often the
primary source of stigmatization when it comes to
using drugs, especially
heroin," Carpenter said. "So
it definitely is also within
families. But, I'm telling
you, we as churches and
faith families have to wrestle with that. I don't know
that we're the most trusted
group or community entity
out there where people can
go."
According to the survey,
more than 65% of North
Carolina clergy say they
support harm-reduction
methods such as needle
exchanges and Law-Enforcement Assisted Diversion, a program that allows
police to take people using
drugs to treatment centers
instead of jail.

LUNCHEON
NC Policy Watch will host
its next Crucial Conversation luncheon May 21,
noon, Junior League of Raleigh, 711 Hillsborough St.
Email
billy@ncpolicywatch.com.
HOUSING
WakeUP Wake County
will host coffee conversation May 23, 8-10:30
a.m., WakeMed Andrews
Conference Center, 3024
New Bern Ave., Suite G02.
V
i
s
i
t
wakeupwakecounty.com.

CARY
WAKE DEMS
Wake Democrats will
hold their next meeting
May 22, 6 p.m., Mellow
Mushroom, 4300 NW Cary
Parkway.
RSVP
to
www.meetup/WesternWake-Dems.

CHAPEL HILL
COLLEGE
Parenting tips for collegebound students is May 19,
DURHAM
4-6 p.m., Chapel Hill LiFOSTER CARE
Celebrating Foster Care brary. Visit chapelhillpubFair & Day Party is May 19, liclibrary.org.
1-3 p.m., Ponysaurus BrewSPEAKOUT
ing, 219 Hood St. Visit
Orange County Dept. on
www.fosteringfam.org.
Aging presents “Intergenerational Speak out!” May
HUMAN LIBRARY
A human library is May 22, 2-4 p.m., Seymour
19, 2:30-5:30 p.m., Stan- Center Theater, 2551
ford L. Warren Library, Homestead Rd. RSVP to
(919) 268-2070.
1201 Fayetteville St.
HILLSBOROUGH
FAMILY
CONCERT
Free Family Day is May
Talking and Singing the
19, noon to 4 p.m., Nasher
Museum of Art on Duke’s Gospel concert is May 23,
6-8 p.m., The Burwell
campus.
School, 319 N. Churton St.
Visit www.piedmontlaureWORKSHOP
Be Internet Awesome ate.org.
Family Workshop is May
MISC.
21, 6 p.m., Bethesda EleBLOOD
mentary School, 2009 S.
American Red Cross is in
Miami
Blvd.
Visit
short supply of Type O
PTA.org/Connected.
blood. Visit RedCrossBlood.org/Together.

W B
orship

RALEIGH

COMPASSIONATE
BAPTIST
2310 Compassionate Dr.

• A six-week series on
“Understanding Grief” is
ongoing. The next meeting is May 22, 7-8 p.m., in
the Multi-Purpose Building. Contact Cedric Montague at (919) 302-7688.
• Church conference is
May 28 at 7 p.m. All
members urged to attend.
APEX
HOLLAND CHAPEL
AME ZION
360 Burgess Road
• May 19, 10 a.m. –
Homecoming celebration. The Rev. Ricky Frazier, presiding elder of
the Durham District, will
preach.

STORYTIME
Preschool Storytime with
Amy Godfrey is May 22,
10:15-10:45 a.m., the Regulator Bookshop, 720
Ninth St.

riefs

DURHAM
RUSSELL MEMORIAL
703 S. Alston Avenue
Women’s Conference
Celebration is May 19 at
10 a.m. The Rev. Phyllis
Joyner is the guest
preacher.
WEST DURHAM
1901 Athens Avenue
Women’s Day is May 19
at 10 a.m. The theme is
“Women Empowered to
Serve God…Praying, Pursuing and Pressing in His
Presence.” The Rev.
Doris Sanders from Gastonia is the guest
preacher.
UNION BAPTIST
904 N. Roxboro Street
The Economic Ministry
is hosting a Buying and
Selling Your Home seminar on May 21, 6:30-8:30
p.m., Fellowship Hall.

Visit www.myubc.org.
HILLSBOROUGH
FESTIVAL
The Sounds of Freedom Gospel Music Festival is May 19, 2-5 p.m.,
Farmers Market Pavilion,
East Margaret Lane. Visit
freespiritfreedom.org.
BAHAMA
MT. CALVARY MB
8021 Stagville Road
Revival is May 29-31 at
7 p.m. Various pastors
will preach.
Send your church news
to: The Triangle Tribune,
115 Market Street, Suite
360-G, Durham, NC
27701; e-mail info@triangletribune.com; or fax
688-2740.
Deadline:
Tuesday by noon.

VUU to
induct 7
into
athletic
hall of
fame

Sports
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COLLEGE CORNER

By Jim Junot
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

RICHMOND, Va. – Virginia
Union University will induct seven individuals into
the VUU Athletic Hall of
Fame.
Al Bowers, Lucille M.
Brown, Mike Crawley,
Moses Golatt, Danielle Hoggard, Sherman Lea, and
Fred Pinkston will be inducted on September 20,
and will be honored during
the football game between
Virginia Union and Johnson
C. Smith.
• Bowers (golf, 1965-69):
As a member of the Virginia
Union golf team, Bowers
helped the Panthers win
the CIAA championship in
1966, ‘68 and ‘69. After
graduating, Bowers became
a highly successful entrepreneur and businessman.
• Brown (supporter,
1946-2019): Brown was an
honor student during her
four-year educational journey at VUU. She has dedicated her life to serving
the Richmond community,
becoming first a teacher of
chemistry, then a high
school principal, associate
superintendent and eventually superintendent of
Richmond Public Schools.
The Annual Dr. Lucille M.
Brown Community Youth
Bowl, which is played each
year at Hovey Field, carries
on her legacy.
• Crawley (football,
1974-79): Crawley averaged over 40 yards per
punt during his four-year
career. He was named a
Black College All-American
and played in the New Orleans Superdome in 1979.
He joined the Richmond
Fire Department in 1980
and retired as a Master Firefighter after 30 years of
service.
• Golatt (women's basketball, 1988-99, 200105): Golatt won 223 games
over 15 seasons. He won a
career-high 24 games in
1997-98 and again in 200304. He guided the Lady
Panthers to the 2004 NCAA
Tournament.
He
also
served as assistant athletic
director from 1988-98. His
players had a 90% graduation rate and won the
CIAA High GPA Award three
separate years. He was also
an assistant coach for the
1992 Virginia Union national champion men's basketball team.
• Danielle Hoggard
(women's
basketball,
2000-04): Hoggard was a
mainstay in the middle of
the women's basketball
team for four years. She led
VUU to the divisional
championship, runner-up
in the CIAA Basketball
Tournament and second
round in the NCAA Regional Tournament. She
finished her career with
910 points, 577 rebounds
and 90 blocks.
• Lea (football, 1971-74):
Lea was a starter at center
on the 1973 and ‘74 teams.
The 1973 team won the
first CIAA Football Championship in 50 years as the
Panthers finished 9-1. After
graduating, Lea became a
football official in the CIAA,
ODAC and the ACC from
1984-92. In 2016, Lea was
elected mayor of Roanoke
and was instrumental in
the negotiation that led to
Roanoke Valley hosting the
CIAA Championship Football Game.
• Fred Pinkston (track &
field, 1954-57): Pinkston is
the past president of the
VUU National Alumni Association and current chair-

Please see HOF/7A
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Shaw University student-athlete
graduates.

COURTESY

Norfolk State’s Alsander Womack is ranked in the top 30 in hitting.

No sophomore jinx for
Norfolk State's
Alsander Womack
By Roscoe Nance

Division I with a .386 average, even though he says
the second year has been a
challenge.
“I stepped up and understood my team was going to
be looking for me to produce like I did last year,”
Womack said. “I saw it not
only as an opportunity to
get better for my team, but
also to do better for myself.”
Womack has focused on
being more patient at the
plate, taking more walks
and waiting for his pitch. He

MEACSPORTS.COM

Sports is full of stories of
athletes who have phenomenal first seasons and are
flops in their second goround. But Norfolk State infielder Alsander Womack, a
2018 Freshman All-American, isn’t trying to hear
about any so-called sophomore jinx.
Womack, the son of
former professional baseball player Tony Womack, is
among the top 30 hitters in

is No. 30 in the nation in
batting with an average
over 50 points higher than
last season.
Womack credits his improved batting average to
the time he spent with his
dad and older players over
the summer talking about
hitting. Those conversations all came back to one
central point.
“They said it’s all about
patience,” he said. “That’s
the key to success in this

Please see WOMACK/7A
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Kennedy Boyd is a UNC transfer.

N.C. A&T’s Robinson adds 2
By Bonitta Best
North
Carolina
A&T
women’s basketball coach
Tarrell Robinson has added
two more recruits to his
roster.
Shayla Nelson is a 6-foot
forward from Goose Creek
High in South Carolina. She
was a two-time All-State and
three-time All-Region performer after scoring 1,356
points and pulling down 755
rebounds.
“Shayla is an athletic,
strong and explosive forward,” Robinson said. “She
has the ability to put the ball
on the floor from the high
post as well as post up on
the block to score.”
Kennedy Boyd is a 5-foot-

The CIAA conducted its annual
Spring General Assembly meeting and end-of-year awards on
Tuesday in Baltimore, Maryland.
Baltimore, not Charlotte, eh?
The honeymoon is definitely
over.
Bowie State’s Clyde Doughty
Jr. and Virginia State’s Peggy
Davis were named co-athletics
directors of the year.
The Trojans earned both the
Loretta Taylor and C.H. Williams
All-Sports Awards, given to the
top women’s and men’s athletic
programs.
Claflin student-athlete LaKaylin Lee earned the CIAA Female
Scholar Athlete of the Year
Award.
WOMEN
N.C. Central
Thirty-eight student-athletes
graduated last weekend in 11
different majors. Twelve were
first-generation grads.

HBCU BASKETBALL

editor@triangletribune.com

NCCU
baseball
earns top
MEAC
honors

7 guard from Mint
Hill and a North Carolina transfer. Boyd,
who played in just
three games at UNC,
was rated a threestar guard by ESPN
coming out of Providence Day School
in Charlotte.
JCSU’s Parks
signs deal
Former Johnson C.
Smith star Emilio
Parks has signed J.C. Smith’s Emilio Parks
with the Llaneros de
coach Jerry Dunn will not
Guarico in Venezuela. Parks
have his contract renewed.
previously played with InDunn went 52-87 in five
dios de Mayaguez in the
seasons, including 13-15
Puerto Rican BSN league.
overall this past season.
Tuskegee releases Dunn
Tuskegee men’s basketball

Shaw
The ladies’ tennis season came
to an end Monday with a 4-0 loss
to No. 2 seed Charleston (WVa.)
in the NCAA Tennis Atlantic Regional.
Unfortunately, the Bears had
to forfeit a couple of sets, which
gave Charleston a
3-0 lead before a
point was played.
Shaw’s record ends
at 17-10.
A hearty congratulations to sports
information director Jolisa Williams
Williams
who was named the
John Holley SID of the Year. It’s
her second honor in three years.
Shaw athletics hasn’t had it this
good since Sherry was SID.
Leave it to the ladies to get the
job done.
MEN
N.C. Central
For the second consecutive
season, junior Corey Joyce has
been named the MEAC baseball
player of the year. Joyce has
won a top award in all three
years after being voted the
rookie of the year in 2017.
He batted .343, with a slugging
percentage of .527 and on-base
percentage of .444. Joyce also
led the conference in runs
scored with 48.
Freshman pitcher Ryan Miller
captured the rookie of the year
award after recording a program
freshman record with 73 strikeouts, fourth in the MEAC.
Carter Williams was voted to
the first team, while teammates
Caleb Coyle and Josh Brammell
were named third team.
The MEAC Baseball Champion-

Please see NCCU/7A
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No sophomore jinx for
Norfolk State's
Womack
Continued from page 6A
game.”
In addition to talking
baseball, Womack spent
several hours a day in the
batting cage, six days a
week, fine-tuning his
swing and mentally preparing for his sophomore
season. He worked on hitting the ball back side and
inside, and using his
hands better.
Womack also spent part
of the summer playing for
Kernersville in the Carolina-Virginia
Collegiate
League, a wood bat league
for college players of all
levels, and was selected
for the All-Star Game.
“Playing helped me with
seeing the ball better and
perfecting what I wanted
to work on coming into
this year,” he said.
Womack’s summer regimen is paying dividends
in his stats other than batting average. He is second
in the MEAC in on-base
percentage (.459) and
fourth in slugging percentage (.510).
“He has been more consistent,” Norfolk State
coach Keith Shumate said.
“He did a really good job
last year. He was a really

good college hitter. I think
he has gone to an exceptional level this year. He
stayed true to baseball. He
has a plan of attack, and
he’s been very consistent.”
Shumate was in his first
year at the helm of the
Spartans last season, and
he says it took him only a
few practices to recognize
Womack’s hitting talent.
“A lot of guys are looking for a juicy pitch, their
pitch down the middle. He
knows the game is not
played that way. You’ll get
those pitches from time to
time. He’s going to do a
good job. No matter what
the count is, he’s going to
be a threat to hit the ball
hard somewhere.”
Womack has benefited
greatly from being the son
of a former Major Leaguer.
Tony Womack was a second baseman who spent
parts of 13 seasons in the
big leagues with seven
teams, with a .273 career
batting average while
playing in 1,300 games.
The tips Womack has
gotten from his father
have paid dividends as evidenced by his ranking
among the top hitters in
nation. He says he is flat-

tered to be among the top
30 hitters in the nation,
but team goals are more
important. The Spartans
wrapped up the Northern
Division regular season
crown and will look for
their first MEAC title starting May 15 when the
MEAC Baseball Championship is held in Daytona
Beach, Florida.
Womack’s ultimate goal
is to follow in his father’s
footsteps and play in the
Major Leagues.
He will be eligible for the
draft next year, and Shumate sees no reason for
him not to have a big
league career.
“His potential is to go as
high as you can go,” he
said. “If you want to pick
his game apart – you can
do that with any player –
but this guy has the most
coveted tool in all of baseball. There are five things
in baseball a player can
do: He can field; he can
run; he can throw; he can
hit for power; he can hit
for average. There are a lot
of guys in the big leagues
who can hit for power but
they don’t hit for average.”

COURTESY

Top, l-r: Al Bowers, Lucille M. Brown and Mike Crawley; second row, l-r:
Moses Golatt, Danielle Hoggard, Sherman Lea and Fred Pinkston.

VUU to induct 7 into
athletic hall of fame
Continued from page 6A
man of the VUUNAA Past Presidents Council. While a student at VUU, he served
as editor of the campus newspaper and was a member of the Student Government Association, the yearbook staff, the track team, and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity.

COURTESY

N.C. Central student-athlete graduates

N.C. Central baseball earns
MEAC top 2 honors
Continued from page 6A
ship is this week in Dayton
Beach, Florida. Is this the
year for the Eagles to finally get over
the hump? If
women’s basketball
can
break
its
tournament
game losing
streak, surely
baseball can
Gathright
end its cham-

Hampton women’s track team

pionship jinx.
In basketball, LeVelle
Moton’s star continues to
rise. Moton, along with
Bruce Weber of Kansas
State and Mike Hopkins of
University of Washington,
will help coach the USA
U19 World Cup Team.

of the Year Award. Gathright posted a 3.24 cumulative
GPA
while
averaging 20.8 points per
game.

Shaw
The Bears had 42 student-athletes graduate last
weekend, representing all
St. Augustine’s
13 sports. Football led the
Kudos to senior Tyre Ga- way with nine grads folthright on earning the lowed by volleyball with
CIAA Male Scholar Athlete seven.

Read our
eEdition online
triangletribune.com

Hampton men’s track team

Hampton sweeps Big
South outdoor track and
field championships
By Jim Heath
HAMPTON SPORTS INFORMATION

ROCK HILL, S.C. – The
Hampton Track and Field
programs entered the outdoor seasons with targets
on them after both teams
won their first Big South titles in February.
hose targets may have
grown now as both took
their first outdoor crowns
last week at Winthrop University.
The Lady Pirates scored
206.5 points to win the

crown over High Point
(194) and Campbell (105).
They entered the last two
races with a commanding
41.5 point lead and cruised
to a repeat of their indoor
crown.
The men came from 35
points down heading into
the final day’s competition
to win their first outdoor
crown with 188.5 points as
Campbell took second
(181)
and
Charleston
Southern took third (145).
Coach Maurice Pierce
won coach of the year

honors for both the men
and women, while Coby
Price took freshman of the
year honors for the men.
Representing Hampton on
the all-academic teams
were Trey Clark and Ayana
Culhane.
This marks the second
time in school history that
the track teams pulled the
“double sweep” as both
teams won the 2003 MEAC
indoor crowns and the
2004
MEAC
outdoor
crowns.
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Left to right: Marilyn Baldwin Richards, vice president for Institutional Advancement; Daniel
L. Thompson; and Charles Clark, director of annual giving.
SHAW UNIVERSITY

The words of activist
Richard Wright
The Politics of
Richard Wright:
Perspectives on Resistance
Edited by
Jane Anna Gordon and
Cyrus Ernesto Zirakzadeh
University Press of Kentucky
A pillar of African American literature, Wright is
one of the most celebrated
and controversial authors
in American history.
His work championed intellectual freedom amid
social and political chaos.
Despite the popular and
critical success of books
such as Uncle Tom's Children (1938), Black Boy
(1945), and Native Son
(1941),
Wright
faced

staunch criticism and even
censorship throughout his
career for the graphic sexuality, intense violence,
and communist themes in
his work.
Yet, many political theorists have ignored his radical ideas. In The Politics of
Richard Wright, an interdisciplinary group of
scholars embraces the controversies
surrounding
Wright as a public intellectual and author.
Several contributors explore how the writer mixed
fact and fiction to capture
the empirical and emotional reality of living as a
black person in a racist
world.

Others examine the role
of gender in his canonical
and lesser-known writings
and the implications of
black male vulnerability.
They also discuss the
topics of black subjectivity, internationalism and
diaspora, and the legacy of
and responses to slavery in
America.
Wright's contributions to
American political thought
remain vital and relevant
today. The Politics of Richard Wright is an indispensable resource for students
of American literature, culture, and politics who
strive to interpret this influential writer's life and
legacy.
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Ciera (last name withheld) gives her testimony.

Riding academy hosts
Derby fundraiser for
teenage girls
STAFF REPORTS

CARY – As it prepares for
its next leap, CORRAL Riding Academy hosted its
eighth
annual
Derby
Dinner on May 4. The event
brought over 300 supporters together for the reveal of the second farm
location, all while watching
the most exciting 2 minutes in sports, the Kentucky Derby.
Over $250,000 were
raised through private donations, sponsorships, silent auction items, and
ticket sales, including a
dollar-for-dollar matching
donor from the local community.
Guests were encouraged
to wear their best Derby attire and treated to traditional
mint
juleps
throughout the evening
while learning about the
impact and influence of the
work done every day at
CORRAL.
“A decade later, with the
support of 5,988 community members, CORRAL
has become an established
program helping teenage
girls in high risk situations.
Planting this farm is just
the beginning,” said Joy
Currey, CORRAL’s executive director and co-

founder.
“Our East Raleigh Farm
will allow us to double the
current number of youth
we serve. And, by 2027, we
hope to quadruple our capacity. While we have
served 287 girls over that
past 10 years, we will serve
2,000 more over the next
10.”
Lauren Clements will lead
the East Raleigh location as
the managing director. It is
set to open by October.
“Being in their community gives them easy access to their safe space.
The farm becomes their
second home, where they’ll
find healing and find transformational life change. I
am ready to go to this new
community and meet the
next group of girls waiting
to discover their potential,”
she said.
Guests were inspired and
moved to a standing ovation when CORRAL seniors
Ciera and Gillian (last name
withheld) took center stage
to share their stories.
“If I would have not came
to CORRAL, my life wouldn't have been put together.
I would have likely
dropped out of high
school. This fall, I will be
attending Winston- Salem

State University. Without
CORRAL, this would have
never been an option for
me,” said Ciera, who will
be majoring in nursing. Gillian plans to major in business and biology at UNC
Greensboro.
The need for intervention programs for court-involved youth is set to
increase in demand, as
“Raise the Age” legislation
will take effect in December.
Over 20,000 kids with
their future at stake will be
in need for intervention
programs, making CORRAL’s expansion even
more critical.
Since 2008, CORRAL Riding Academy has been
pairing girls in high risk
situations with rescued
horses
for
transformational life change.
CORRAL is a faith-based
501©3 nonprofit providing girls age 11-18 with academic
intervention,
Equine Assisted Psychotherapy, vocational training, natural horsemanship
instruction and mentorship. We believe every
broken life can be made
whole again.
*****

Daniel L. “DT” Thompson, the deputy of the
Orient for the E.J. Morine
Council of Deliberation of
the Scottish Rite Masons of
North Carolina, presented
the university with the first
installment of $5,000
given in creation of the
Robert M.L. Walker Endowment Fund.
Thompson stated that
this endowment honors
two stalwart N.C. Prince
Hall Masons: his mentor,
Walker; and E.J. Morine, a

1975 Shaw graduate.
“The goal of the E.J. Morine Council of Deliberation is to have a
long-lasting relationship
with Shaw University that
will encourage other organizations to devote their
resources to making a similar impact.”
“It is humbling to have
the Prince Hall Masons select Shaw University as the
HBCU at which to create its
first endowed scholarship.
Their focus on education
aligns with ours, and they
have now created a way to

help to fund a student’s
education forever,” said
Marilyn Baldwin Richards,
vice president for Academic Affairs. “We feel
confident that they will realize a bright return on
their investment through
the Shaw students who
benefit from their generosity.”
To contribute to the Robert M.L. Walker Endowment
Fund,
go
to
https://www.shawu.edu/D
onate/.

COLLEGE HAPPENINGS
UNC-CHAPEL HILL
Research shows that Latinx and black students are
more likely than their
white peers to leave STEM
majors. UNC is determined
to change that.
The Chancellor’s Science
Scholars
program,
launched in 2013, recruits
high-achieving students
from diverse backgrounds
and sets them up for success by providing an inclusive space for minority
students in science. The results so far are promising.
A new paper co-authored
by several Carolina professors and former Chancellor
Carol L. Folt, and published
in Science outlines the program’s impact for the first
time.
The Chancellor’s Science
Scholars, and a similar program at Pennsylvania State
University, are both modeled after the Meyerhoff
Scholars Program at the

University of Maryland,
Baltimore County, and
have already begun to increase retention and academic performance of
underrepresented students
in STEM.
A study across the three
campuses showed that students in these programs remained in their majors 91%
to 94% of the time, compared to 78% to 80% for
non-participants.
So, what’s the common
denominator? The programs offer intensive advising,
immersive
transition activities the
summer before the students enter college, leadership
champions
and
training for faculty and
staff.
Abigail Panter, senior associate dean for undergraduate education and a
co-author of the paper, said
the key to success has been
identifying the unique

challenges
underrepresented students face and
nurturing their talents by
“caring for them as
brothers and sisters.”
“As a university, we
chose to implement all of
the program components,
not just the ones that were
easy,” she said.
The Chancellor’s Science
Scholars program also
offers financial support,
one-on-one mentorship,
research opportunities and
other benefits to build a
more inclusive and diverse
STEM community.
Based on early outcomes,
Carolina’s program is on
track to surpass Meyerhoff’s early rates of entry
into master’s and doctoral
programs.
Program faculty will continue to learn from students’ experiences as the
scholars pursue careers
and further education in
the sciences.

